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ABSTRACT 

"Speak Out for Children" is the quarterly newsletter 
of the Children's Rights Council (CRC) , which is concerned with the 
healthy development of children of divorced and separated parents. 
The newsletter consists of feature articles and regular sections and 
columns. Feature articles of Volume 8, Number 1 are: "The 
Controversial Truth: Two-Parent Families Are Better"; "Seventh 
National Conference April 28 - May 2, 1993"; "Clinton Administration 
and Congress"; "Commission on Child Access"; "Special Financial Child 
Support Report"; and "Mothers Say Fathers Unable to Pay." Feature 
articles of Volume 8, Number 2 are: "Liberal Barbara Dafoe Whitehead 
Says: Dan Quayle Was Right"; "Fundings Pursued for Commission"; 
"Important Talking Points for Children's Advocates"; and "The 
Published Views of Hillary Clinton on Children." Feature articles of 
Volume 8, Number 3/4 are: "Police, Women Forming Groups"; "CRC's 7th 
Conference: A Success"; and "House Passes Support Modification Bill." 
Feature articles of Volume 9, Number 1 are: "Access (Visitation) 
Commission Funded"; "Clinton Panel Surveys Welfare and Child 
Support"; and "The Use and Misuse of Mental Health Experts in Child 
Custody Cases." Volume 9, Number 2 features: "Federal Government 
Distributes CRC Child Support Guideline"; "Insurance and College 
Funds for Your Child"; and "Better Child Support Data Sought." In 
Volume 9, Number 3/4, feature articles include: "Welfare Reform, 
Support and Visitation Grants Proposed"; and "President Clinton Sends 
Message to Candlelight Vigil." (AP) 
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CRC's 7th 
National 
" I Conference 
April 29-May 2 
1993 

See Page 4 



Rockefeller Will 
Lead Discussion on 
Children of Divorce 

U.S. Senator John J. Rockefeller IV 
(D-WV), who chaired the National 
Commission on Children, has accepted 
CRC's invitation to lead a discussion on 
How to Encourage the Two-Parent Family, 
Especially After Divorce" at the start of 
CRC's Seventh National Conference. 

The discussion will include representa- 
tives of liheral and conservative think tanks 
and other analysts on family issues. It is the 
second time that such a discussion has 
taken place at a CRC conference. 

Although leading analysts on family 
issues have been speaking individually of 
the need to strengthen families, the CRC 
forums offer an opportunity to find common 
ground among liberals and conservatives, 
said CRC President David L. Levy. 

The discussion will take place Thursday, 
April 29. 9 a.m. to 12:00 noon in Room 216 
of the Hart Senate Office Building, across 
the street from the U.S. Capitol. 

The National CH)mm'ssion on Children 
issued a report in 1992 that spoke of the 
importance of the * vvo parent family. The 
Commission is sponsoring a Summit on 
Children in Washington. D.C. in March. 
1993. 

Participants in the panel discussion with 
Rockefeller at the (~'RC conference will 
include: 



(See wore about Conference on Page 3) 
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The following article was published in the New 
York Times, December 26, 1992, Op-ED Section. 
Reprinted with permission of the author. 

The Controversial 
Truth: Two-Parent 
Families Are Better 

By David Popenoe 

As.'^ociulo dcim for social and behavioral .sciences of 
Rutgers L'nivtMsity. and co-chairman of the Council on 
Kaniilie.'i in America, a research orpanization. 

East Brunswick, N.J. — Consider the Great 
Family Debate of 1965. 

That June, in a speech at Howard University, 
President Lyndon B. Johnson called "the break- 
down of the Negro family structure" the chief 
threat to the well-being of black Americans. He 
based that argument on a report by Daniel 
Patrick Moynihan. 'The Negi-o Family: The case 
for National Action." 

The response was ^overwhelming. Mr. 
Moynihan was widely denounced as a racist. 
The storm over black family stnacture was dis- 
missed as "blaming the victim." 

As motivating factor for J 
the War on Poverty, the 
issue quickly evaporated. 
Serious debate on the subject 
became all but impossible. 

Now consider the Great 
Family Debate of 1992. 
And ponder this fact: the 

white family structure Senator Moynihan 

(Continued on Page 6) 
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Speak Out For Children is 

published by the Children's Rights 
Council, Inc. 

Editors: Davv.d L. Levy, Elliott 
H. Diamond. 

Contributors to this issue: 
Kenneth Skilling, Don Bieniewicz, 
Sonny Burmeister, Ron Haskins. 



The Children's Rights Council 
(CRC), also known as the National 
Council for Children's Rights, is a 
non-profit [IRS 501ic)31 organization, 
based in Washington, DC. We are 
concerned with the healthy develop- 
ment of children of divorced and sepa- 
rated parents. For the child's benefit, 
we seek means of reducing divorce by 
strengthening families through 
divorce and custody reform, minimiz- 
ing hostilities between parents who 
are involved in marital disputes, sub- 
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stituting conciliation and mediation 
for the adversarial approach, assuring 
a child's access to both parents, and 
providing equitable child support. 

CRC was founded in 1985 by con- 
cerned parents who have more than 
40 years collective experience in 
divorce reform and early childhood 
education. 

Prominent professionals in the 
fields of religion, law, social work, psy- 
chology, child care, education, business 
and government comprise our 
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Advisory Panel. 

For further information about 
membership, publications, cassettes, 
catalog, and services, write: CRC, 220 
"I" Street, NE, Washington, DC 
20002, or call (202) 547-6227 or 1-800- 
787-KIDS. Our fax number is (202) 
546-4CRC (4272). 

Speak Out For Children is 
published four times a year and is 
sent free to members. Send letters, 
comments, and articles for publication 
to Editor, CRC. 
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What is the Children's Rights Councii? 



The Children's Rights Council (CRC) 
is concerned with the healthy 
development of children of divorced and 
separated parents. For the child's 
benefit, we seek means of strengtliening 
families during marriage. If separation 
or divorce occur, we work for custody , 



reform, by minimizing hostilities 
between parents, substituting 
conciliation and mediation for 
adversarial litigation, providing 
equitable child support, and strongly 
advocating a child's access to both 
parents as well as to extended family. 



President Salutes Vigil for 6,650,000 
Children Barred From Their Parents 



Ashedid in l990,PresidentBusb sentamessage 
to CRC's 1992 Candlelight Vigil at the Lincoln 
Memorial on behalf of positive parenting. 

More than 150 people heard the greetings 
from the Prcsidcntt which were read during the 
vigil on March 20, 1992 at 9:30 p.m. The Vigil 
was part of CRC's Sixth National Conference. 

The President* s message isreproduced at right 

The 6.650,000 

The vigil served to validate the estimated 
6,650,000 children who are having their access 
(visitation) with their non-custodial parents 
interfered with by the custodial parents. 
Legislatures and the courts are doing little to 
prevent this interference, in CRC*s view. 

At the vigil a roilrcall of the states was read, to 
indicate how many children in each state are 
having their access (visitation) denied or 
interfered with by the custodial parents. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHI NOTCH 

lUrch 10. 1992 

X Ml pUtta«d to Mnd u^rm or««tiDg« to all thoM 
who «r« 0«th«r*d on th* grounda oC tbo Lincoln 
Hworial for th« Cmdlalight Vigil spor-aorad by 
tha National Council (or Chil<lran*a Kic^ta. 

A happy chilAood ia ona of lita'a graataat 
blaaalnga, and hew (ortunata ara thoaa of ua who 
anioy »any tond aaaoriaa of our youth. Looking 
back aa adulta. hoMovar. wa know that ^ildhood ia 
■ora than a apacial tiaa of Innocanc* and of long, 
carafraa daya at play - it ia a alao a crucial 
ti«a of laamino and davalopaant. kacauaa 
childhood axpariancaa halp to ahapa ona'a id«ntity 
and valuaa for a lifa tiaa. avory yoim^atar naada 
tha ataady affacticn. ancouragaaant. diaciplina. 
and guidanca of hia or har paranta. 

Aa you know, aaating tha raaponaibilitiaa of 
par«nthood ia not alwaya aaay. In addition to 
aga-old challangaa. today'a faailiaa faca 
additional praaauraa. such as drug alciuaa. 
preaiacuity. and cri<»a. That is why your afforta 
to proMota battar paranting ara ao ia^rtant. and 
that ia why X hava appointad a Hational Coaaiaaion 
to atufV how t«a can boat atrangthan tha urban 
AMrican fwily. X m confidant that, by tfoiking 
tooathar in tha public and privata sactora, wa can 
build »ora stabla and loving f«iilias and anaura 
that all of our chLldran ara givan tha b«at 
possibla atart in lifa. 

Barbara joina aa in aanding boat wiahaa for an 

inspirational caraaony. Cod blaaa you. 



The Estimated 
NumliBrof 
Children Whose 
Access (Visita- 
tion) to a 
Noncustodial 
Parent Is inter- 
fered With by a 
Custodial Parent 



Alibvin ttS.OOO 

Ala»lc» .10.000 

Ariioaa «.000 

Aikums &S,000 

CaUforaH 700.000 

Colorado «5.000 

CoonecUcol 90.000 

DcUwaie K.50O 

Diji.ofColum. \iSXO 

Roildi 298.000 

Gcoftia 161,000 

Htwjil a.ooo 

Idaho 27.000 

llUndi 336.000 

Indiant 162,000 

Iowa 85.000 

Kanus (58,000 

Kenlucky 100.500 



Loiiisiam 123.000 

Maine 88,000 

MaryUnd 123.000 

MauactxiKIU 185.000 

Michifan 270,000 

Kflnneaou 119.000 

Mlaafaaippi 74,000 

Mluoori .. — U4.000 

Montana 22.500 

Nebrnka 48.000 

Nevada 22.000 

New Hampshire 27,000 

NewJetaey 216.000 

New Mexico 39,0C0 

New Yoit 518.000 

Nonli Carolina 172.000 

NoflhDakoU I8.O0O 



OWo 316.00 

Oklahoma 99.000 

Oiefoo 83.000 

Penroylvaiia .349.000 

Rhode If land 27.000 

SduihCaiolina 99.000 

ScmlhDakou .19.000 

Teonesaee 135.000 

Texaa .419.000 

Utah 45.000 

Vem»« 15.000 

Virginia 157,000 

WaaWniloo ....122,000 

We»t Virginia 56.500 

WiKomin 135.000 

Wyomlnj 13.500 

TOTAL ,6,651,000 



Excerpted from the CRC qmnerly newsletter Snj^n Ou \- roR Ciiildrkn. Spring IW 



CORPORAmVIEW 

Divorce Disrupts 
IVIore tlian Aicohol 
or Drugs 

Divorce and other marital problems 
— not alcohol or drug abuse — are 
the biggest workplace burdens on 
productivity, according to a survey 
of Ohio small businesses conducted 
by the Ohio Psychological Associa- 
tion (OPA). Additionally, OPAre- 

The survey shows that tllvone and 
marital problems are the greatest 
threat to productivity In the 
workplace. 

leased recommendations to help busi- 
nesses deal with personal or emo- 
tional problems in the workplace. 

"The survey shows that small 
businesses in Ohio realize that per- 
sonal problems threaten productiv- 
ity in the workplace," says Dr. Terry 
Imar from Columbus. 

The survey of 55 small business 
executives reported that 22 execu- 
tives say that divorce and other marl - 
tal problems have a "very negative" 
impact on workplace productivity, 
whereas only one-third report a loss 
of productivity because of substance 
abuse. 

OPA made three recommenda- 
tions for helping small business: 

• establishan employee assistance 
program (EAP). 

• appoint an in-hoise "resource 
person." 

• provide employees with infor- 
mation on where to get ''ssistance 
for personal or emotional problems. 

Adapted from Behavior Today. Vol. 21. No. 8. 
February 19. 1990 
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GRC Helps Children of 
Separation and Divorce 

18 MILLION CHILDREN IN AMERICA suffer the pain and consequences 
of separation and divorce. Frequently traumatized by tiie family breakup, 
tliese children show a far higher rate of delinquency, drug and alcohol abuse, 
teen pregnancy, and ruiming away tlian children of intact families. CRC's 
activities are aimed at educating policymakers, judges, lawyers, mental health 
professionals, and the media on ways to preserve continuity for children in the 
changing family profile. 



**At last, a national 
organization involved in 



parenting issues for the 
separated and divorced. 



yy 



■ Vicki Lansky, Author and Columnist, 
Famly Circle Magazine ■ 




CRC's achievements include: 

• testifying before Congress on many occasions. CRC 
is credited as being the moving force behind the first 
federal authorization — $8 million — for programs 
to encourage access (visitation) enforcement. 

• filing amicus curae (Friend of the Court) briefs in 
numerous state' appellate courts in support of the 
joint custody concept, as well as one brief urging the 
U.S. Supreme Court to resolve jurisdictional claims 
between states in custody disputes. 

• effecting the hiring of an access (visitation) mediator 
for Prince George's County, MD. This ongoing ex- 
periment reports an 80% success rate in resolving 
visitation complaints, dramatically relieving the 
county courts. 

• developing a resource catalog of more than 75 books, 
written reports, audio/video cassettes, legal briefs, 
and children's materials, which are available to the 
public at low cost. In addition we publish the quar- 
terly newsletter. Speak Out for Children. 

• holding national conferences wiiich bring together 
prominent professionals from around the country to 
discuss innovations in establishing and protecting 
children's rights. Researchers, writers, custody re- 
form advocates, judges, lawyers, legislators, media- 
tors, and mental health experts participate in semi- 
nars and workshops. 



CRC is a non-profii, tax-exempt organization. Your lax-deductible contri- 
bution is needed today to support CRC's efforts towards ensuring children's 
rights. 



THE Pf{06i^^ es^,t^ 





Drawing made by Adam: age 9 

Reprinted from Helping Your Child Succeed After Divorce, with 
permission of the author, Florence Bienenfeld, Ph.D. 



"A man never stands so tall as when he 
leans over to help a child." 

—Abraham Lincoln 



''The Children's Rights 
Council is an effective 
guardian of our nation's 

children." 

— U.S. Senator Dennis DeConcini (D-AZ) 
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Rockefeller 

Continued from page 1 

Elaine Effron, 
chair, American Bar 
I Association's Task 
Force on Federal 
Legislation; 

David Popenoe, 
Ph.D.Associate Dean 
' of Faculty of Aits & 

JoknJ.RockefelUr^^-^^^^^^ RutgerS 

University; 

Elaine Kamarck, policy analyst, 
the Progressive Policy Institute, 
known as the Clinton Adminis- 
tration's think tank; 

Freya Sonenstein, Ph.D. policy 
analyst, The Urban Institute, co- 
author of the 1988 pilot study that 
showed fathers were paying up to 
40'7f more in financial child support 
than the Census Bureau had been 
reporting; 

Charmaine Yoest, research ana- 
lyst, the Family Research Council; 

Michael Schwartz, policy analyst, 
the Free Congress Foundation; and 

Susan DeConcini, a child activist 
and wife of Sen. Dennis DeConcini, 
who will speak about the needs of 
children. 

A similar discussion on "How to 
Encourage the Two Parent Family. 
Especially Afler Divorce," at the start 
of CRC's Sixth National Conference 
in March, 1992 was led by Sen. 
Christopher Dodd (D-CTi, chairman 
of the Senate Committee on Children, 
Youth, Drugs and Alcoholism. 

Seventh National 
Conference 
April 28-IVIay 2, 
1993 

CRC's Seventh National Conference 
will be hold April 28th-May 2, 1993 at 
the Holiday Inn in Bethcsda, 
Maryland, just outside Washington, 
D.C." 

The thenu' of the conference is 
"Beyond Rhetonc; Assunng a Child's 
Right to Two Parents." 




Robert Williama 




Hugh Mclsaac 




In addition to speakers announced in 
an earlier newsletter (Fall 1992), we 
have included the following: 

Arnold Rutkin, edi- 
tor of the Family 
Advocate, the quar- 
terly publication of 
the American Bar 
Association (ABA) 
Family Law Section, 
who will lead a 
roundtable on "The 
Use and Misuse of 
Mental Health 
Testimony in Child 
Custody Cases." 
Representatives of 
the American Psych- 
ological Association, 
I the American Psych- 
iatric Association, 
and judicial groups, 
are being asked to 
participate. 

Dean Tong, Miami, 
Florida, author of 
"Don't Blame Me, 
Daddy," and Howard 
^ vimm ^ Davidson, director of 
m 1.^ ■ifc ABA Section on Chil- 

NancyThoennes ^^^^ ^^d the Law, 

Q Washington, D.C, 
will participate in a 
discussion on "Real 
and False Allegations 
of Child Sexual 
Abuse." Richard 
Austin, Ph.D., foren- 
sic psychologist, 
Austin, Texas, will 
moderate. 

Ethel Dunn, 
Executive Director 
Grandparents United 
ji^ for Children's Rights, 
♦ ^Hj Madison, Wisconsin, 
I A^^^who will speak on 
I B^^H Grandparents Con- 
Nichoia»ziU nections to Grand 

children. 
Pi-eviously announced speakers will 
include: 

Robert Williams, Ph.D., director. 
Policy Studies, Inc., Denver, Colorado, 
who is the main evaluator of the feder- 
al access/visitation grants that were 
awarded to seven states. Williams 
will report on the progress of those 
gi'ants; 

Si'h:.\K 



Miriam Cohen 





David Brenner 



Hugh Mclsaac, the immediate past 
Director of the Conciliation Court of 
Los Angeles, and the new director of 
Family Court Ser- 
vices, Portland 
(Multnomah County) 
I Oregon, will discuss 
alternatives to the 
i adversarial process 

» 

for resolution of child 
I custody cases. 
Mclssac edits Media- 
tion Quarterly, pub- 
lished by the Association of Family and 
Conciliation Courts, 

Nancy Thoennes, Ph.D., co-director. 
Center for Policy Research, Denver, 
Colorado, who will report on two 
research project-s she is directing: 

* mediation rather than litigation as 
a means of resolving child abuse and 
neglect cases, and 

* an assessment of the U.S. foster 
care system. 

Miriam Galper Cohen, Glenside, 
Pennsylvania, author of "Long 
Distance Parenting." 

Nicholas Zill, a former director of 
Child Trends, Inc., Washington, D.C, 
who is now a vice president and study 
group director, Westat, Inc., Rockville, 
Maryland. Zill will report on his analy- 
sis of the Census Bureau data that 
shows that fathers with joint custody 
pay 90.2% of their support, fathers 
with visitation pay 79. l'^ of their sup- 
port, and fathers with neither joint cus- 
tody nor visitation pay only 44.5*^^ of 
their support. Other data will be pre- 
sented on the etTects of mothers and 
fathers on the development of their 
children. 

David Brenner, the TV entertainer 
who is CRC's Honorai-y President, will 
give a benefit peifonnance at the con- 
ference. 

Book and Author Luncheon 

The annual Book and Author 
Luncheon will be held Friday, April 
30. Speakers arc expected to include 
authors Claire Berman; Geoffrey L. 
Greif. D.S.W; Stephen Hcnnan, M.D.; 
Vicki Lansky; Marcia Lebowitz; Lita 
Linzor Schwartz, and Lenard 

Continued on page 4 
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Conference ( Continued) 

Marlow. J.D. The event will be 
again be emceed by Adrian 
Cronauer, Esq., the real-life DJ por- 
trayed by Robin Williams in the 
movie, "Good Morning, Vietnam". 
Authors will be presented by repre- 
sentatives from The Washington 
Times, The Alexandria Gazette, the 
Washington Post, A Likely Story 
bookstore; Olsson's Books, Bren- 
tano's and Waldenbooks. Authors 
will be available for book signing 
after the luncheon. 



Awards Time Again 

At the conference, CRC will pre- 
sent the annual Chief Justice 
Warren E. Burger awards for "'heal- 
ers" among lawyers, judges and oth- 
ers, and its annual Media Awards 
and Active Parenting Awards. The 
awards consist of engraved plaques. 
Nominations must be received by 
March 20. 1993. 

A "healer" might be; 

* a judge who takes the lead in 
promoting joint custody (shared par- 
enting); 

a pre-court trial service which 
fosters mediation, or 

* an attorney with a professional 
track record of promoting a child's 
access to two parents and others who 
have bonded with the child. 

For media awards, possible con- 
tenders are: 

* best and worst treatment of chil- 
dren and parents of divorce in the 
news media (including newspapers, 
magazines, TV and radio coverage) 

* best and worst media coverage of 
a county agency helping children of 
divorce with programs for teenage 
parents, or 

best and worst TV series on 
abuse and false abuse charges. 

For active parenting possible 
contenders are: 

* organizations and individuals 
that pi'omote active positive 
parenting 

■■ progi'ams that help with family 



formation and family preservation; 

* programs that help parents do 
better parenting in the event of 
divorce. 

Send "Healer" awards 
nominations to: 
Carla A. Goodwin, M.Ed. 
Certified Educational Psychologist 
820 Washington Sti-eet 
South Easton, MA 02375 
(508)238-3722 

Send "Best in Media" award 
nominations to: 
James Morning, coordinator 
CRC of Delaware 
P.O. Box 182 
Bethel, DE 19931 
(302)629-3310 

Send parenting award nominations 
to CRC. We are seeking a volunteer to 
review parenting award nominations. 
Contact CRC if you are interested. 

Contribute Items to Auction 

At the conference, we will hold an 
auction. Please contribute items we can 
auction. Items must be new. Items of 
any value are welcome. Items may be 
mailed to CRC or bi-ought to the confer- 
ence. Thank you. 

Take a Chance! 
Win a Fine Photograph! 




An archival quality, color chrome framed 
print of 'Two Horses at Sunrise" — ^which is 
ideal for your child's room — has been 
donated to CRC by internationally known 
New York photi^-apher Don CanxJl. 



CRC is raffling this 16" by 20" pho- 
tograph at our conference. The signed 
and numbered photographic print and 
frame are valued at $600.00. Only 500 
tickets will be issued. 

Carroll is a space and effects photog- 
rapher whose photographs have 
appeared in leading newspapers and 
magazines (including the cover of 
Paris Vogue, Dec/Jan. 1993). 

Purples, lavenders and yellows are 
some of the colors in the photograph, 
which is chemically treated to resist 
fading. 

If you wish to purchase raffles, 
please complete the order form below. 
Send with $2 for each raffle ticket you 
want (or $5 for three) with your check, 
Visa, MC or AMEX information to Dr. 
Gary Santera, 6723 Whittier Avenue, 
Suite 101, McLean, VA 22101, phone 
(703)893-6325. 

Please also enclose a self-enclosed 
stamped envelope; your tickets will be 
mailed to you. You do not have to be 
present at the drawing to win. 



RAFFLE TICKETS 

For 

'Two Horses at Sunrise" 
ORDER FORM 

Name 
Addres.s 



Telephone 



No. of tickets ordered . 
Amount enclosed 



Visa. MC, AMEX No. 



Exp. date 
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Conference ( Continued) 



Holiday Inn Worldwide Sponsors Conference 



We are pleased to announce that 
Holiday Inn Worldwide is the spon- 
sor of CRC's Seventh National 
Conference. This is the first time 
that CRC has sought and obtained a 
corporate grant for one of our 
conferences. 

Also, Holiday Inn Worldwide, the 
world's leading hotel chain, invited 
CRC to participate on its corporate 
Family Advisory Board. CRC 
Director of Development Clifton A. 
Clark represents CRC on that Board. 



During meetings of the Board in 
Orlando, Florida and Atlanta, 
Georgia, Clark learned that the 
hotel chain was seeking to identify 
Holiday Inn as the official hotel for 
family fun. ''They not only wanted to 
provide consistent hotel value for 
families," said Clark, "but also to be 
considerate of family values." 

"We are grateful to Holiday Inn for 
sponsoring our Seventh National 
Conference, and showing this con- 
cern for children," said Clark. 




Letters to the Editor 

Mediation Recommendiid: THE FIRE TRUCK PHENOIVIENON 



Editor: 

Have you ever noticed he .' many people gather 
around to watch the neighbor's house burn down? 

Have you ever noticed how the media panders off the 
hard luck stories of victims? 

Have you ever noticed how people generalize from 
worst case scenarios? 

Recent articles in The Wall Street Journal, McCall's 
Magazine, and other periodicals have used the "Fire 
truck Phenomenon" to portray the "horrors" of mediation 
by using worst case scenarios and incomplete informa- 
tion. 

Mediation has been described as harmful for women 
and mediators have been accused of strong-arming peo- 
ple into agreements that they don't want. 

If this is happening, it is not just news, it's bad news. 
It's also bad mediation practice, and the culprits should 
be held accountable. But worse case scenarios are not 
the full story. 

How about the many couples who have used media- 
tion in divorce with dignity? How about the many fami- 
lies who have successfully used mediation to reach 
agreements about plans for children and division of 
property and personal possessions. Not newsworthy? Not 
trajiic enough? No fire trucks? 

These stories may not sell newspapers because they 
arc not newsworthy, but they are noteworthy. 



Thousands of families have used mediation to resolve 
conflicts and to roach decisions that they believe are in 
the best interest of their children. 

This is not to say that mediation is for everyone. Some 
people do not want to collaborate. And in some cases, 
power imbalances and safety issues should rule out the 
use of mediation. Proper screening and intake proce- 
dures should be in place to address these concerns. 

Further, mediation is not a substitute for able legal 
representation. Nor should mediation be a barricade for 
those who need court intervention. 

Rather, mediation is one option for couples to consider 
among a variety of dispute resolution procedures. 
Advocating that alternatives should be taken away from 
couples doesn't seem very "family friendly." 

Note: This is what I'd like to say to the editors of the 
newspapers and magazines who print these kinds of 
worst case scenarios. But a wise person once told me, 
"Never start a fight with someone who buys ink by the 
barrel. You're likely to get burned." 

Ann Milne, A.C.S.W., mediator. 
Executive Director, The Association of 
Family and Conciliation Courts (AP'CC) 
Madison, WI 
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Two-Parertt Families 

Continued from page 1 



today is astonishingly similar to the black family struc- 
ture in 1965. 

For example, in 1965, 51. percent of black teen-age 
mothers were single. In 1990, among white teen-age 
mothers, 55 percent were single. In 1965, 26 percent of 
black babies were born out of wedlock; in 1990, 19 per- 
cent of white babies were born to unwed mothers. 

But today, as in 1965, anyone who brings up the issue 
of family structure is ridiculed and dismissed. Apparently 
we are still to believe that the two-parent family is sim- 
ply one of seve."al options. 

We are warned against "blaming" single mothers. And 
we are to speak not of "the family" but of "families," thus 
implicitly validating all family forms. 

In a front-page article (Fall 1992), The Washington 
Post reported that, according to "a searching re-evalua- 
tion by social scientists," the "conventional two-parent 
household may be far less critical to the healthy develop- 
ment of children than previously believed." 

In a recent book review in the prestigious Journal of 
Marriage and the Family, an author was taken to task 
for perpetuating "the misguided belief that children will 
receive better parenting in intact families." 

What Families Show 

Wait a minute. While recognizing that two-parent fami- 
lies may not always be possible, that many are dysfunc- 
tional and that many nontraditional families are success- 
ful, are we not at least able to say that two-parent fami- 
lies are generally best for children? Certainly that is 
what generations of Americans have always believed and 
what most Americans, including virtually all children, 
still believe today. 

Look at the evidence. 

The article in the Washington Post cited a few studies 
that played down the differences for children between 
two-parent and other families. But dozens of other stud- 
ies that reached the opposite conclusion could have been 
mentioned. 

The 1988 National Health Interview Survey of Child 
Health, for example, found that "young people from sin- 
gle-parent families or stopfamilies were two or three 
times more likely to have had emotional or behavioral 
problems than those who have both of their biological 
parents present in the home." 

Of course, social science i-esearch is almost never con- 
clusive. There are always methodological difficulties, and 
stone's left unturned. 

Yet in three decades of work as a social scientist, 1 
know of few other bodies of data in which the weight of 
evidence is so decisively on one side of the issue; on the 
whole, for children, two-parent families are preferable to 
single-parent families and stepfamilies. 



If our prevailing view on family structure hinged solely 
on scholarly evidence, the current debate would never 
have arisen in the first place. 

But today, as in 1965, this debate hinges less on schol- 
arly evidence than on cultural values. After all the data 
are tabulated, we must still wrestle with an essentially 
normative question: How do we assess the family trends 
of recent decades? 

As an institution, the family has been in a steep 
decline, by most statistical measures. 

In the past 30 years, the divorce rate has tripled. So 
has the percentage of children living in single-parent 
families. Out-of-wedlock births have quadrupled. 
Fertility has dropped nearly 50 percent. 

What Studies Show 

Studies have shown that parents spend increasingly 
less time with their children. There is strong scholarly 
agreement that underlying this trend has been a pro- 
longed shift in cultural values away from family commit- 
ment and toward self-fulfillment. 

But is this trend positive or negative? The positive view 
says that adults today are more able to achieve full indi- 
vidual development. 

As one influential book, "Brave New Families," by 
Judith Stacey, recently concluded: "The 'family' is not 
here to stay. Nor should we wish it were. On the con- 
trary', I believe that all democratic people, whatever their 
kinship preferences, should work to hasten its demise." 

What is wrong with the family? It distorts and devalues 
"the diverse means by which people organize their inti- 
mate relationships," Ms. Stacey writes. 

The negative view is that self-gratification has sur- 
passed self-sacrifice and that Americans are much less 
willing to invest time and energ>' in family life. The value 
placed on children has dropped. And it is not even clear 
that most adults have become more personally fulfilled. 

I believe that the weight of the evidence is on the nega- 
tive side. Delinquency, teen-age suicide, child abuse and 
other problems are demonstrably worse in families with- 
out a mother and a father. 

Several commissions have compiled evidence showing 
that we may have the first generation of children in his- 
tory who are worse off in important behavioral and psy- 
chological respects than their parents were at the same 
stage of life. 

These facts lie behind a growing belief that America is 
suffering not only from an economic recession but from a 
social recession as well — a decline in social order and 
civic virtue and a rise in psychological impairment. 

Sure, nontraditional families can be successful, and 
they deserve our .sympathy and support. 

But here is what social scientists call a confirmed 
empirical generalization; these families are not as suc- 
cessful as conventional two-parent families. 

Want further confirmation? Ask any child which kind of 
family he or she prefers. 
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Around the Country 



California 

Joint Custody Support 
Needed 

Letters are still needed to key 
members of the California legisla- 
ture urging them to keep intact that 
state's joint custody law, reports 
James A. Cook, president of the 
Joint Custody Association, Los 
Angeles. 
That law provides: 

it is the policy of the state that 
children shall have frequent and 
continuing contact with both par- 
ents; 

* in awarding sole custody, the 
court shall consider, as one of sever- 
al factors, which parent is most like- 
ly to encourage contact of the child 
with the other parent. 

Although no bill has been intro- 
duced to change these California 
provisions, an interim hearing was 
held November 9, 1992 in Los 
Angeles by the Senate Select 
Committee on Women in the 
Workforce. 
A number of testifiers at the hearing: 
opposed the concept of a child's 
continuing contact with both par- 
ents, because such contact is suppos- 
edly too confusing to the children; 

* favored establishment of a rebut- 
table presumption that the primary 
caretaker obtain sole custody in 
California. Primary caretaker is 
the person who took the most care of 
the child prior to the divorce; 

opposed mediation because it 
makes women appear as pathologi- 
cal. 

* asked for assui'ance that custodi- 
al parents could move anywhere at 
anytime with the children, especial- 
ly if they wished to move to other 
states. 

James A. Cook testified from the 
opposite point of view. 

Cook stressed that children have 
two parents to which they are 
attached, and the primary caretak(>r 
approach would start the wai'fare all 



over again between the parents. 

CRC sent an "Action Alert" to its 
supporters in December, 1992 urging 
letters be mailed to key California 
legislators in support of the joint 
custodj' law. 

Lou Ann Basi'an, new CRC 
California state cooidinator, urges 
that many more let- 
ters continue to be ~;^tmxMg0^j^'~^ 
written. She said HMj^L^^SfSS 
""substantial num- fl^^B^9lH| 
bers of women favor ^^^W ^% ' ' 
a child's right to ■ff^f \ 
two parents, but nHn^ 
their views were I^^K^ 

not considered by l„u Ann Bassan" 

the committee that 

held the hearing in November." 

Bassan said she and Patricia 
Gehlen, the coordinator of CRC's 
new chapter in Sacramento, 
California, are mobilizing support 
among men, women, and grandpar- 
ents for continuing California's cur- 
rent statute. 

California is a bellwether for the 
nation when it comes to domestic 
relations law, Bassan noted, so what 
happens in California will affect the 
I'est of the country. 

Write Letters 

She and CRC urge all supportei's of 
joint custody (shared parenting) to 
give their reactions to: 

* Senator Bill Lockyer, chairman, 
Senate Judiciary Committee, State 
Capitol, Sacramento, CA 95814; and 

* Assemblyman Phil Isenberg, 
Chairman, Assembly Judiciary Com- 
mittee, State Capitol, Sacramento, CA 
95814. 

To obtain the three pages of Cook's 
testimony befoi-e the Committee, send 
$15,00 for postage and handling to 
Cook at 10606 Wilkins Avenue, Los 
Angeles. CA 90024. 

The addresses and phone numbers 
for Bassan and Gehlen are in the CRC 
chapter news elsewhere in this issue. 



Washington, D.C. 
Kinship Care Law Passed 

With the help of CRC, Washington, 
D.C. has a new law that makes it 
easier for grandparents and other kin 
to provide medical care and other ser- 
vices for children when the children's 
parents delegate such authority to 
the kin. 

The impetus for a "kinship care" 
bill began when grandparents, most 
of them grandmothers, complained 
that the children's parents might be 
sick, on drugs, or in jail, and the 
grandparents were now caring for the 
children; but the grandparents then 
found that schools and medical 
providers were unwilling to provide 
medical needs or enroll the children 
in school because the grandparents 
did not have custody of their grand- 
children. 

A legislative committee was formed 
in D.C. among activist groups who 
work on issues involving children, 
grandparents, women, AIDS victims, 
and families in poverty. 

Initially, the committee drafted a 
bill that would only have allowed cus- 
todial parents to delegate authority 
to kin. At the urging of David L 
Levy, CRC president, and John 
Siegniund, CRC senior policy analyst, 
who were on the legislative commit- 
tee, the committee adopted a propos- 
al that would allow either parent to 
delegate whatever authority that par- 
ent had. 

Levy and Siogmiind argued that a 
non-custodial parent who had care of 
the child on a weekend or during the 
summer might need to arrange for 
medical care, pick-up from a school or 
camp activity, or make other provi- 
sions for the child during the time 
when the non-custodial pai-ent was 
responsible for the child. 

The committee adopted this reason- 
ing in its final proposal. The bill was 
then introduced by D.C. Councilman 
William Lightfoot, was passed unani- 
mously by the D.C. 
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The Clinton 
Administration 
and Congress 

The Department of the executive 
branch of the Clinton Administration 
that most clearly deals with issues of 
concern to CRC — family formation, fam- 
ily preservation, and the restructured 
families of divorce — is the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human 
Services. 

Sometimes called the "domestic 
Pentagon", because of its huge size — 
more than 125,000 employees, and a 
budget of nearly $600 billion a year, the 
new Secretary of HHS is Donna 
Shalala. 

Shalala was chancellor of the 
University of Wisconsin in Madison, the 
first women to head a "Big 10" Campus. 
She is a former board chairman of the 
Children's Defense Fund. 

In Congress. Robert Matsui. 



Democrat of California (from the 
Sacramento area) becomes the new 
acting head of a key House subcom- 
mittee that also deals with the issues 
of family formation, family presei-va- 
tion, and the j-estructured families of 
divorce. 

Matsui replaces Tom Downey (D- 
NY). who was defeated for re-election 
in November. 

It is in Matsui's panel, the Human 
Resources Subcommittee of the House 
Ways and Means Committee, that the 
1988 Family Support Act (which also 
contained a provision for access/visita- 
tion grants) originated. 

That subcommittee also considei-ed 
the Family Preservation Act. which 
was passed by the House in 1992 but 
vetoed by President Bush. 

Matsui and his wife Doris were 
active in the California campaign for 
President Bill Clinton. Doris was 
named deputy assistant to the presi- 
dent and deputy director of public liai- 
son in the Clinton White House. 

William Galstion has been named 
Deputy Assistant to the Pi-esident on 
Domestic Policy. Galston. who was 



with the Progressive Policy Institute, 
the think tank for Clinton, is a contrib- 
utor to the book entitled "Mandate for 
Change," published by the Progressive 
Policy Institute. " Mandate for Change" 
is recommended for Clinton-watchers. 

Directory of 
Organizations 

Copies of CRC's "Parenting 
International Directory," the fourth 
edition of its directory, are still avail- 
able in hard copy (updated annually) 
and on IBM 5 1/4" disk (updated 
semi-annually). The cost is $12.00 for 
either format for CRC members, and 
$15.00 for non-members. 

The directory can be a valuable 
resource in making referrals around 
the country to and from your organi- 
zation. 

Order your copy of the fourth edi- 
tion now from CRC. 

The fifth edition will be available 
in the summer of 1993. 



Around tlie Country (Continued from page 7) 



City Council, and signed into law by 
■Mayor Sharon Pratt Kelly. 

The bill, modeled after "kinship 
care" bills in effect in more than 20 
states, is a temporary measure that 
will be in effect in Washington, D.C. 
until the fall of 1993, when perma- 
nent legislation authorizing "kinship 
care" will have to be passed. CRC 
will continue working with other 
members of the Committee to recom- 
mend permanent legislation. 

Child Wins Right to 
Dismiss Attorney 

An 11 -year old boy has won the 
right to fire his court-appointed 
lawyer in his parent's divorce case. 
The ruling by a New York state 
judge in Brooklyn reflects the now 
emphasis on children's rights in 
court. 



The judge ruled that Shane P., 
whose parents are in a divorce 
fight that has lasted five years, 
could reject a court-appointed 
lawyer whom he didn't like. 

The gi'oundbreaking decision fol- 
lows a well-publicized case in 1992. 
in which a Florida boy successfully 
fought to terminate his parental 
rights with his natural mother so 
ho could bo adopted "oy his foster 
parents. 

In most states, children have the 
right to a representative in custody 
cases, but generally - luldren u.se a 
court-appointed lawyer. Unlike 
adults, children usually have no 
say in choosing or rejecting who 
thoir court-appointed lawyer will 
bo. 

In the Brooklyn case. Judge 
William Riglor vetoed the first 
lawyer Shane choose to replace the 



original attorney. The judge, who 
asked that the family's name not be 
made public, said Shane's father 
took too much of a hand in the selec- 
tion of the replacement, Martin 
Guggenhein. a New York University 
law professor and specialist in chil- 
dren's rights. 

Instead, the judge appointed 
Nancy Duncan, a New York attor- 
ney. Ms. Duncan, of Abbot, Duncan. 
Wciner & Reich, hadn't met Shane 
or his father before she was appoint- 
ed. 

Children have sometimes been 
allowed to pick theii' own lawyers in 
child-abuse or neglect cases. Judge 
Riglor's decision is apparently the 
fust involving a child's right to firo 
or select an attorney in a divorce 
proceeding. 

Supremo Court of the State of Now 
Yoi-k, Brooklyn. Index No. 24525/87. 
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Bills and Resolutions in Congress 




Family and Medical Leave 
Bill Passes 

Congress passed early in 1993 the 
Family and Medical Leave bill, 
which would guarantee unpaid leave 
for 16 weeks to care for a newborn 
child, a sick child, or sick parent. 
The bill previously passed Congress, 
but was vetoed by President Bush. 
CRC supported the bill. 

Proponents have argued that such 
a law is necessary and pro-family. 
Opponents have argued that busi- 
nesses should be 
allowed to develop 
such programs vol- 
untarily, as many 
are increasingly 
doing. 

A survey of execu- 
tives made in 1991 

at major U.S. com- p,,,i^,„, ciinton 
panies reveals that 
employees want a greater balance 
between family and career. This 
trend has been widely referred to as 
"parent tracking". The survey indi- 
cates these executive say their orga- 
nizations should accommodate their 
employees' wishes. 

The survey was developed by 
Robert Half International, a major 
personnel firm in the accounting, 
finance and information systems 
fields. It was conducted by an inde- 
pendent research firm, which polled 
200 executives from the nation's 
1,000 largest companies. 
Among the survey highlights: 

* 92 percent of executives feel 
employees in general are more con- 
cerned with balancing family duties 
and jobs today than they were five 
years earlier; 

* Nearly half (49 percent) said the 
number of ambitious executive:; will- 
ing to work long hours on a fast 
career track has decreased ovei" the 
same time period, with the over- 
whelming reason (59 percent) being 
a desire for more time with family; 

'■■ More than two-thirds (68 per- 
cent) said companies SHOULD offer 
a "parent track," or slower career 
path, to allow a working parent more 



family time; 

* Two-thirds (66 percent) think 
male executives will be more likely to 
take advantage of paternity leave 
options five years from now. 

A 1990 Robert Half Survey showed 
that although 31 percent of compa- 
nies offered paternity leave, only one 
percent of eligible employees took 
advantage of it. 

In commenting on the changed per- 
ceptions. Max Messmer, chairman of 
Robert Half International, said the 
survey shows that corporate policy- 
makers are beginning to acknowl- 
edge the changing priorities of 
today's workforce, in which "men 
want to shoulder greater responsibil- 
ity in rearing their famihes." 

The Half survey was confinned by 
a Du Pont work and family study 
released April 17, 1992 that indicates 
more than half of the company's male 
employees surveyed favor flexible 
work options to balance both respon- 
sibilities. 

Fifty-six percent of the men 
expressed interest in flexibility, com- 
pared to 37 percent five years earlier. 

Surveys conducted at three major 
Du Pont U.S. sit'^s included 8,500 
employees. Seventy percent were 
men, the majority from dual-career 
households, one in five families of 
which were dependent on outside 
child care. 

The Du Pont study showed a gi'ow- 
ing consensus between men and 
women about flexible work options. 

Men also reported having as much 
or more difficulty than women in 
finding support for child care needs. 

For more information, contact at 
Robert Half, Lynn Taylor, 415-854- 
9700. or Marc Silver, 415-516-4700, 
and at Du Pont, Lori A. Polts, 516- 
302-2744. 



Stride Rite 

Intergenerational 

Center 

The Stride Rite Corporation, the 
first company to open an on-site, 
employer-sponsored childcare center 
in the U.S. in 1971, opened an inter- 
generational day care center in its cor- 
porate headquarters in February, 
1990. 

The Center, in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts, is designed to provide 
day care on children and elders in the 
same facility. 

The program serves about 55 chil- 
dren between the ages of 15 months 
and six years, and 24 elders 60 years 
or older. About one half of the open- 
ings are for Stride Rite's employees, 
and the other half is for low-income 
elders and children from the 
Somerville-Cambridge community. 

Wheelock College in Boston provides 
the academic framework to support 
the research and curriculum develop- 
ment of this program. 

Stride-Rite manufactures children's 
and adults' shoes under the brand 
names Stride Rite, Keds, and Sperry 
Topsider. 

Karen Leibold, director of Stride 
Rite Work/Family Programs, says "we 
have had an overwhelming response 
(to the intergenerational Center) since 
it opened." 

For further information, contact Ms. 
Leibold at Stride Rite, 5 Cambridge 
Center, Cambridge, MA 02142, phone 
617-491-8800. 

Note; Stride-Rite also offers its 
3,600 employees flexible work sched- 
ules, some part-time work, paid dis- 
ability leave for childbirth, unpaid 
family leave, lunchtime seminars on 
family issues, and an on-site fitness 
center at the company headquarters. 



Quotable Quotes 

"PnimotiriK a It'Kal system oflitiRiition is institutional domestic violonco, and pro- 
moting child custody hattli.'s is the cruolest form of child abuso" — said John 
I'attan, I'li.U.. a divorce mediator and director of Human Resources for a medical 
supply company in Macon, Georgia. He spoke to the Macon, Ga. chapter for the 
Georgia Council for Ghildrcn's Rights, Decemher, 1992. For further information, 
telephone Pattan at 912-750-8958. 
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Funding Pursued for 
Commission on Cliild 
Access and Otiier Issues 



Conf^ress vvill be asked to provide $2 million to fund the 
national Commission on Child and Family VVelfaie, which 
would have a special emphasis on child access (visitation). 

The commission is part of 18 U.S. Code 228 (the 
HyLle/Shelby bill), passed unanimously by Congi'ess last 
Octobci", which would inake it a federal crime to flee across 
state lines to "v/illfully" avoid payment of financial child 
support. 

The bill received final Congressional approval on October 
6, 1992, and was signed by the President. 

Under Congi'ess's two-step process, the authorization for 
the commission must now await Congressional funding. 

Senator Herbert Kohl (D-WI), the 
major sponsor of the interstate commis- 
sion, tried to get Congress to fund $2 
million for the commission, but the rush 
to Congi'essional adjournment in early 
October made the funding bid impossi- 
ble.. $2 million is the same cost as the I 
Child Support Commission previously 
authorized by Congi-ess. Kohl said he is 
in the process of seeking Congressional 
funding for the Commission at this time. 

Members of the commission would not be appointed until 
after the funding is approved, which means that the com- 
mission members probably would not be appointed until 
mid- 1993 at the earliest, 

'The commission is expected to provide a national forum 
that the United States has needed for a long time on access 
(visitation) issues," said CRC President David L, Levy. 

Commissioners to be Named 

Fifteen commissioners, who serve without compensation, 
but who vvill receive travel and per diem expenses to hear- 
ings and meetings, are to be appointed as follow s: 

3 by the president of the United States, 

4 by the President pro tempore of the Senate, 
^ 2 by the Senate minority leader, 

4 by the Speaker of the House, and 
2 by the House minority leader. 

The President pro tenipoi o of the Senate is Robert C, 
Byrd ( D-WV), the Speaker of the Hou.se is Thomas F'olcyi D- 
WA), the Senate minority leader is Roboit Dole i R-KSi, and 
the House minority leader are Bob Michel (R-lLi, 
The law provides that the commissioners are to be: 
"(a) per.sons who have expertise in family law, children's 
issues, mental health, and related policies; 

"(b) persons who have cxperti.se, through research and 
practice in laws and policies related to child and family 
welfare: 



Senator Herbert Kohl 



"(c) persons who represent organizations that seek to pro- 
tect the civil rights of children; 

"(d) persons who represent advocacy groups that work for 
the interests of children; 

"(e) persons who represent advocacy groups that work for 
the interests of both custodial and non-custodial parents; 
and 

"(f) persons who have conducted extensive research on, or 
delivered sei-vices to, children adversely affected by divorce." 

Individuals who have contacted CRC expressing an inter- 
est in serving on the Commission have not indicated which 
category they believe they represent, noted Levy. "We must 
have good candidates in each category to propose to those 
who makf- the appointments," he said. 

Child Support Provisions 

The new law, 18 U.S. Code 228, makes clear that a person 
must "willfully" fail to pay child support, and be more than 
one year and more than $5,000 in arrearages. The first con- 
viction would result in a fine and six months imprisonment 
or both, and subsequent convictions could result in a fine 
and up to 2 years in prison. The court would also be ordered 
to require payment of the outstanding child support obliga- 
tion. 

In statements in the Congressional Record of September 
21 and October 7, 1992 Kohl made clear that the federal 
authorities must prove that a parent "willfully refused to 
pay his or her child support arrearages. This., .will help pro- 
tect non-custodial parents vvho cannot pay child support 
because they are unemployed or underemployed. And the 
willful nonpayers would still be penalized." 

(Copies of the six pages from the two Congressional 
Records referred to above, which contain a complete copy of 
the law, can be obtained from CRC for $3.00 for CRC mem- 
bers and $5.00 for non-members. ) 



First Known Case Brought Under New Law 

In the first I<n(>\Mi ta.se biouKht under 18 U.S. Code 228, Tim 
Smith, an .attorney in Alabama, filed charges on behalf of a custo- 
dial mother in the U S. District Court. Northern District of 
Alabamn, Southern Division, Civil. The suit was against Danny 
Dickens, a non-custodial father who lives in Illinois. 

Dickens' si.ster. Donna Robbins, of Oqiiaka, Illinois, contacted a 
l-,S, Senator's office, who then put them in touch with CRC. As a 
result, the Family Rcifolution Council of Rici.niond, Virginia, an 
affiliate of CRC. filed a motion to di.smi.ss the suit because it was 
not the intent of Congress to allow parents to bring civil actions 
under Title 18 U.S.C. 228. 

The new law is a criminal statute, and only federal prosecutors 
are authorized to pro.secute un''er the .statute. 

Dickens, who has nevei oecn to Alabama, and did not flee 
Alabama to avoid paying support, admits owing child support, but 
IS unsure of the amount. He is, according to his sister. Donna 
Robbins, indigent, unemployed, and has health problems, He lives 
at thi,s brother's hou.se in Illinois. 

Donna Robbins wrote to the Kamily Resolution Council that 
"your I pursuing this casei has helped to restore m\ faith in luinian 
nature." 

The matter is pending in the Alabama court. 
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Court Cases 



Obligor's Income 
Can be Imputed 

A trial court did not err by ordering a 
non-cuHtodial mother to pay support for her 
two children of a prior marriage based on 
her earning capacity, rather than her actu- 
al income, where she had voluntarily quit 
hei' job in order to remain at home to care 
for the child of her cuirent marriage, the 
Wisconsin Court of Appeals ruled. 

Affirming the trial court's order calculat- 
ing the mother's obligation based on an 
earning capacity of a minimum wage of 
$4.25 an hour, the appeals court said that 
"(her) election to forego employment for the 
benefit of her most recent cliild operates to 
the detriment of her other children — whose 
needs for support are certainly no less." 

The court said that where, as here, a sup- 
port obligor voluntarily ceases working, 
and other facts in the case so warrant, bad 
faith on the part of the obligor need not be 
proven in order to allow a court to base a 
support order on the obligor's earning 
capacity rather than actual pre.sent earn- 
ings. 

Roberts v. Roberts. Wis CtApp 4th Dist. 
No. 92-1432. 12/17,'92. 

Remarriage Not Grounds 
for Change of Custody 

The fact that a child's divorced pai-ents 
have both remanied does not constitute a 
sufficient change of circumstances to justify 
changing the child's custody from his moth- 
er to his father, the Illinois Appellate court. 
Second District, has decided. 

Neither parents' remarriage alone 
adversely affected on the child's needs or 
his best interests so as to support a modifi- 
cation of custody, the court said. 

Howevei', the court went on to hold that 
the fact that the child had matured since 
the partie.s divorce in 1985 — he was now 14 
years old — and that he wanted to live with 
his father in order to develop a stronger 
bond with him support the trial court's 
finding of a change of circumstances relat- 
ing to the child's best interests. 
Accordingly, it affirmt the lower court's 
order changing the child's custody to the 
fiithor. 

In re Anderson (Buchsi; 111 App(^t. 2dDist. 
No. 2-92-0010. 10/20/92. i-eleascd 12/7/92. 

Stress on Child Irrelevant to 
Modify Custody 

The claim of a certified social woi'ker that 
a child suffered symptoms of stress attrib- 
utable to her custodial mother's pending 
move fi'oni Kentucky to West Virginia did 



not satisfy the statutory requirements for 
modifying the child's custody, the Kentucky 
Supreme Court has ruled. 

Approving the lower court's refusal to 
change custody, the court found that the 
child's father had failed to show that the 
child's present environment seriously 
endangered her physical or emotional well- 
being such that the advantages to the child 
of a change in custody outweighed the prob- 
able harm caused by a change. 

It cited with approval the court of appeals 
comment in this case that the courts can 
not force a custodial parent to remain in 
one place in order to retain custody of a 
child. Two justices dissented, saying that 
the court had misread the Kentucky modi- 
fication statute and thereby denied trial 
courts the power to change custody except 
in the most extreme cases. 

Wilson V. Me.ssinger; Ky SupCt, No. 91- 
SC-737-DG, 11/19/92. 

Divorced Parent Does Not 
Have to Pay CoUege Costs 

A court erred in ordering a divorcing 
father to contribute towards his son's col- 
lege education costs, the Pennsylvania 
Supreme Couil has held. The c-ourt found 
no statutory or case law support for the 
principle — relied on for several years by the 
lower courts — that a parent has a duty to 
financially assist a child over the age of 
majority who is attending college. 

It distinguished its most I'ecent holding 
on this question, issued in 1971, in which it 
permitted a woman to enforce a decree- 
incorporated agreement whereby her ex- 
husband had obligated himself to pay their 
children's college expenses to the extent 
that he was financially able. 

Pennsylvania legislation has not followed 
othei- states, such as Indiana and Illinois, 
in imposing a statutory duty upon a parent 
to provide support foi' a child's college edu- 
cation after majority, the court said. The 
duty in Pennsylvania ends when a child 
reaches age 18, or upon the child's gradua- 
tion from high school, whichever comes 
later. 

Blue V. Blue, Pa SupCt. No. 203 ED 
1990, 11/13/92. 

(Editor's note: CRC seeks data and suc- 
cess stories on children who were able to 
attend college with help from their non-cus- 
todial parents. Is there a correlation 
between: 1) the type of custody and/or 
access/visitation and the non-custodial par- 
ent's willingness to contribute to college 
education?, and 2i between the level of edu- 
cation attained and the non-custodial par- 
ent's contribution to the cost of education of 
the child?) 



Jiuisdiction Changed 
After Flight 

An Illinois court acted propei-ly in defer- 
ring to the jurisdiction of Louisiana over 
custody proceedings filed there by a mother 
who had defied the Illinois court by taking 
her children from Illinois, the Illinois 
Appellate Court, Second District, has ruled. 

Although the Illinois court made clear it 
did not condone the mother's conduct in 
removing the child in violation of a court 
prohibition against doing so, the court said 
the father had subsequently condoned the 
mothers' conduct. The court said the father 
was present during a telephone conversa- 
tion in which the Illinois court agreed to 
Louisiana taking jurisdiction, and the 
father initiated a custody proceeding in 
Louisiana more than six months after the 
move. 

One of the jurisdictional standards of the 
Uniform Child Custody Jurisdiction Act 
(UCCJA), the court pointed out, is that a 
state is considered the home state for the 
child for at least six months before the com- 
mencement of proceedings. 

The court said the mother had sole cus- 
tody of the children at the time of her move 
and thus did not unilaterally I'emove them 
from Illinois foi- the purpose of gaining cus- 
tody. 

In re Rizza (Olsewski); 111 AppCt. 2dDist. 
No. 2-91-92, released 12/7/92. 

Restitution Ordered for 
Absconding 

A non-custodial mother who pled guilty 
to the crime of interference with the cus- 
tody of children, based on her absconding 
with her children to Louisiana, will have to 
pay restitution to their father for expenses 
he incurred while searching for them, the 
Pennsylvania Supreme Court ruled. 

Reversing a lower court's mle, the court 
held that because the father's losses did not 
result directly from the crime for which the 
mother was conxicted. the sentencing court 
could not order restitution as part of the 
mother's sentence under the state criminal 
restitution statute. However, it continued, 
the sentencing court did have statutory 
authority to impose restitution as a condi- 
tion of probation. F iiiding restitution appro- 
priate in this case, the Supreme Court indi- 
cated this will sei-ve the purpose of rehabili- 
tating the mother as well as giving the 
father some measure of redress. 

Pennsyl /ania v. Hamer (Williamson); PA 
SupCT. NOS.90&91MD1991, 1U12/92) 

The fii-st case above was adapted from 
The Wall Street Journal, November 10, 
1992. All other cases are .summarized from 
Family Law Reporter, and appear hei'e by 
permission of the publisher, The Bureau of 
National Affairs, Inc. 
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Chapter News 



Georgia 




Sonny Burmeiater 



More than 250 men, women and children converged on 
the steps of the Georgia State Capitol Januaiy 10, 1993 to 
[participate in a candlelight vigil 
demonstrating concern for the state's 
"at risk children of divorced separated 
I and unwed parents." 

The vigil, on the eve of the opening of 
[the 1993 Georgia legislative session, 
focused on "Not just family values, but 
valuing families." 

Sponsors of the vigil — the largest 
^" '' ever held on behalf of a child's right to 
two parents and extended family — were 
the Georgia Council for Children's Rights, CRC National, 
Fathers are Parents Too, Inc., Divorcing Mothers/F athers 
support groups, Georgia Alliance for Children, National 
Black Men's Health Network, and Georgia Grandparents & 
Grandchildren, Inc. 

Speakers were LaCretia Head, statewide president. 
Fathers Are Parents Too; Janet Tharp, Atlanta Regional 
Certified Director, Rainbows for All God's Children, Inc.; 
and David L. Levy, Esq., President, CRC. 

Coordinator was Sonny Bunneister, president of the 
Children's Rights Council of Georgia. "Child Welfare 
Equals Family Wellness!" said Burmeister. 

The event was covered on Atlanta TV and in the Atlanta 
Constitution the next morning. 

Alabama 

In 1992, the Alabama legislature passed a bill creating a 
non-partisan, "silver-haired legislature." What it means is 
that for every legislative district there shall be a non- 
salaried person over age 60, called a "silver-haired dele- 
gate," who is trained in the legislative 
process. 

These delegates can draft legislation 
of any subject, although it must be 
introduced by the regular elected legis- 
lator. 'The silver-haired legislator can . 
monitor the legislation all the way] 
until it becomes the law or is defeat- 
ed."said Wilson. "Politicians tend to lis- 
ten to senior citizens because their per- 
centage of voting is much highei' than 
for any other gi'oup." 

E.D. Wilson is a silver-haired legislator from his district, 
and plans to use that position to help educate legislators on 
the need for balanced family law legislation. 

In Alabama, to get elected to the silver haired legislature, 
a person over 60 must gather a petition signed by 26 senior 
citizens, and his or her name is then entered on the ballot 
in the legislative district with other candidates. The win- 




E.D. Wilson 



ners get training in the legislative process and then work 
as closely as they can with their regular elected legislator. 

Wilson says 24 other states have also created "silver- 
haired legislatures." 

Virginia 

The Children's Right'- Council was selected by the 
Clinton Administration to be an official "bell-ringer" 
Sunday, January 17, 1993 at the his- 1 
tone bell tower at the state capitol in | 
Richmond, Virginia. 

The Richmond bell-ringing, at a bell- 1 
tower designed by Thomas Jefferson, [ 
was part of a nationwide "bells fori 
hope" celebration at the start of the 
Clinton Administration. Bells were 
rung at churches and state capitols 
throughout the countiy. 

At the Richmond ceremony, all three 
Virginia chapters of CRC held a candlelight vigil "to bring 
light to the needs of Virginia's children of divorce," said 
Michael Ewing of Tidewater CRC, coordinator of the event. 

About 75 men, women and children heard Christine 
Hunt, a police officer and children's rights activist; David L. 
Levy, Esq., CRC president; and Louis Anderson, who was 
featured on a "48 Hours" broadcast on January 13, 1993. 
The moderator was Murray Steinberg, president of the 
Family Resolution Council of Richmond, a CRC affiliate. 

The event was covered by TV and newspaper reportei-s. 




Murray Steinberg 



Media Notes 



"48 Hours", the popular national CBS Television Show, 
featured access/visitation problems on an hour-long show 
about fathers that aired on Januaiy 16, 1993. 

The access/visitation segment featured the Children's 
Rights Council of Tidewater, Virginia. The continuing 
effort by Louis Anderson, a member of the chapter, to have 
a meaningful relationship with his daughter, was featured. 
Anderson wore a "Help Stop Crime, Give Children Two 
Parents" CRC T-shirt throughout the segment, and sported 
a "A Child's Right 2 Parents" CRC bumper sticker on his 
car during the segment. 

Although "48 Hours" could have focused more on chil- 
dren, and missed an opportunity to mention an "800" num- 
ber which CRC had obtained to handle phone calls from 
the show, more than 400 people nevertheless made the dif- 
ficult effort of locating either the Tidewater chapter (in 
Norfolk Virginia) or CRC National in Washington, D.C. 

Many of the people who phoned said "god bless you for 
existing, we didn't know you were out there," reported 
Stuart Miller, a CRC activist who fielded many of the 
phone calls. CRC's 800 number is 1-800-787-KIDS. 
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Special Financial Child Support Report 



Caring and Paying: 

What Fathers and Mothers Say About Child- 
Support. Parents' Fair Share Demonstration: 
Manpower Demonstration Research Corporation,"^ 



July 1992. Frank F. Furstenberg, Jr., Kay E. 
Sherwood, and Mercer L. Sullivan. 

Reviewed by Anna Keller, 
Vice-President of ORG . 



Pireals' Fair Share Dnaonatnclon 



CARING 
and 
PAYING: 



aadMMhcn 
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MDRC 



Among its many provisions, the Family Support Act of 
1988 authorized the Parents" Fair Share (PES) 
Demonstration, a progi-ani designed to boost the income 
potential of welfare families by increasing the eai-nings of 
non-custodial parents and the regularity of their financial 
child support payments. 

Caring and Paving: is a study that gi'ew out of the PES 
Demonstration. It attempts to get at factors that may 
affect the success of the PES 
program. By allowing individu- 
als who are part of the national 
child support crisis to speak 
fully about their lives, this 
report by the Manpower 
Demonstration Research 
Coi'poration provides an honest 
look behind the cliches, at the 
social and personal complexity 
that generates child poverty. 

This report acknowledges 
that many parents, custodial 

and non-custodial, are ill-equipped for work and face for- 
midable obstacles in the job market. It shows how the 
government's goals of increasing family incomes for chil- 
dren in poverty, and removing those same families from 
welfare rolls, are often starkly contradictory. It admits 
how unresponsive, impersonal and complex our society's 
child support institutions are. 

Finally, this report reveals that individual personal 
relations play a major role in the problem of non-support. 
"Child poverty," the introduction reads, "is often 
enmeshed in unsuccessful relationships between men and 
woin'm." 

The reports of the seventy-some parents interviewed arc 
iften moving. The parents' stories may (as was hoped) 
point up some possibilities for improving child support 
systems and programs, but they also direct attention to 
the limits of what a formal child support system can do. 
Study Method and Samples 
The study consisted of a series of intei-viows among 71 
individuals, both mothers and fathers, clustered into sev- 
eral focus groups drawn from a number of U.8. cities 
(Baltimore, Grand Rapids, New York City). Several inter- 
viewers wore involved. Mercer Sullivan and Terry 



Williams interviewed 42 New York City fathers in four 
focus groups, Frank Furstenberg interviewed eight young 
mothers and three of their non-custodial partners in 
Baltimore. Fred Doolittle and Kay Sherwood interviewed 
two gi'oups of fathers in Grand Rapids, one group of twelve 
^ poor fathers in a job-finding workshop, and one group of 
four fathers in a "father's rights" (sic) gi-oup. 

The purpose of this study and its design was to record the 
perceptions parents ( particularly those targeted by the PFS 
program of job training and counseling) have of the child 
support enforcement system. 

These perceptions , the authors write, "may matter as 
much to their behavior as the legal foundations of the sys- 
tem or the actual operation of the public agencies charged 
with carrying out child support laws." 



Study Conclusions 

Several obseivations stand out from the interviews that 
appear to suggest areas most amenable to changes in the 
child support system. They are: 

1. Current child support enforcement agencies are viewed 
as impersonal and unresponsive to people's real needs. 

2. Fathers resented being treated as criminals. 

3. Mothers complained about inefficiency. 

4. Non-custodial parents viewed support procedures and 
mechanisms for enforcement as complex, punitive, and as 
bearing no relation to their children's' well-being. 

5. Many parents expressed the sense that mediation and 
counseling services that lead parents to work together 
directly were badly needed. 

6. Many parents view the contribution of parenting time 
as of equal or more importance to their children than the 
contribution of financial support. 

The above suggest that some mothers and fathers treat 
the relationship to their children as a "package deal": if the 
father-mother relationship is damaged, the father, or moth- 
er, may view the "deal" as off: mothei-s may discourage 
fathers from parenting, or fathers may withdraw from chil- 
dren as well as from their mothers. 

The most striking observation of this study may give 
some pause to those who throw about cliches about irre- 
sponsible parenting and deadbeat dads. 

Nearly all fathers expressed a deep feeling for their chil- 
dren. Whether mixed with guilt, pride, shame or longing, 
these fathers — poor and not poor — collectively give a 
resounding lie to the cliche of unfeeling and irresponsible 
fathers. Together these non-custodial fathers have more to 
tell the legal and administrative world about parenthood 
than vice-versa. One father said. 
"I think just simple things that you do with your 
kids, that's being a father.. .It isn't paying 
money to a court system that's being a father, it's 
taking a walk with them, putting them to bed 
at night, just listening to, 'Hey, what did you 
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do today, what happened to you?' That's being a 
father, you know, a parent.. .put them to bed, share 
what your feeHngs are, you share what your thoughts 
are, what's going on, what is it you'd like to do in 
the future. You are not only part of their present, 
you're part of their past and part of their future 
regardless of what the current scene is, how much 
money you're paying. You're part of a spiritual 
nature. ..we're not just money." 

Observations such as this may — and perhaps 
should — make an even more profound impression on 
architects of child support policy. Perhaps the most glar- 
ing irresponsibility in the child support equation is not 
that of individual parents "refusing" to support their 
children, but of a society that provides inadequate nur- 
turance and support for the relationship between par- 
ents and their children. 

No one, after reading this book, should feel comfort- 
able in drawing the conclusion that a parent's failure to 
pay child support means they have also failed to feel, or 
failed to act on, a profound love for their children. 

For copies of the 88 page-report, contact the Manpower 
Demonstration Research Corporation, Three Park 
Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10016, phone (212) 532-3200. 

Study Finds Child Support 
Data Incomplete 

AAMFT Report Reviewed by CRC Staff 

Willful non-payment of child support by those who 
have the ability to pay is only one of many reasons for 
nonpayment, according to a report issued by the 
Association for Marriage and Family Therapy (AAMFT). 
Research and Education Foundation in Washington. 
D.C. 

The 39 page report stated "there is limited data avail- 
able about the characteristics of absent (non-custodial) 
parents, so we have very inadequate information about 
which reasons are most important for which groups of 
fathers." 

These and other findings were presented to a Family 
seminar December 4, 1992 on Capitol Hill sponsored by 
the AAMFT on "Reducing Family Poverty: Tax-Based 
and Child Support Strategies." 

Another very important reason for non-payment that 
is given little attention, the report stated, "is the 'non- 
cooperation' of a surprisingly large proportion of the cus- 
todial parents." 

It noted that the Census Bureau has found that as of 
1989, about 40'* of mothers without awards reported 
that cither thoy "did not want an award" or "did not pur- 
sue an award." 



Data Viewed as Faulty 

The report also found serious limitations on the widely 
used Census Bureau child support and paternity data. It 
noted that all such data comes from custodial mothers, 
with "no independent verification of this data from the 
fathers or from court records. Also, there is reason to 
believe that respondents on census surveys typically 
underreport income. 

"Plans to conduct a national survey on absent parents 
were aborted by the Reagan Administration, although a 
pilot study suggested it was a highly feasible undertak- 
ing. Moreover, one unique feature of this planned sur- 
vey was that matched mothers and fathers were inter- 
viewed so that their reports could be compared and rec- 
onciled." 

It includes a discussion of child support assurance, a 
proposal apparently favored by the Clinton 
Administration and many members of Congr'jss. at least 
in experimental form, under which the government 
would provide a minimum income to a family if the fami- 
ly was entitled to, but did not receive, child support. 

Panelists at the seminar where the AAMFT report 
were discussed were: 

* Eugene Steurle, Ph.D., senior fellow. Urban 
Institute; 

* Cheryl Hayes, executive director. National 
Commission on Children; 

Daniel Meyer, Ph.D., assistant professor. School of 
Social Work, University of Wisconsin-Madison, and affil- 
iate of the Institute for Research on Poverty; and 

* Wendell Primus, staff director. Subcommittee on 
Human Resources, House Ways and Means Committee. 

The moderator was Theodora Ohms, director. Family 
Impact Seminar, AAMFT. Copies of the AAMFT report 
are available from AAMFT at 1100 Seventeenth Street 
N.W., Suite 901, Washington, D.C. 20036, phone 202- 
467-5114, or may be obtained from CRC. CRC members 
send $10.00 for photocopying and postage, and $15.00 
for non-members. 

The report states it may be photocopied for education, 
teaching and dissemination purposes provided the prop- 
er attribution is prominently displayed on the copies. 

Monthly Seminars Held 

The AAMFT holds monthly seminars entitled "Family 
Centered Social Policy: The Emerging Agenda." The 
seminars are funded by the Foundation for Child 
Development, and co-sponsored by the Consortium of 
Family Organizations (COFOi. COFO members include 
AAMFT, American Home Economics Association 
(AHEA), Family Resource Coalition (FRC). Family 
Service America (FSA), and the National Council on 
Family Relations (NCFR). 
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Mothers Say Fathers 
Unable to Pay 

GAO Report Reviewed by CRC Staff 



IhfrHWtATE CHILD 
SUPPOBT 



A federal government report 
states that 66 percent of mothers 
with a child support award who did 
not receive payment from the 
MotfanRapart father say it is because the fathers 
were unable to pay. The 66 percent 
figure is reported by the custodial 
^ mothers regardless of whether the 

fathers live in the same state or in 
a different state from the mother. 

This data appears in a report pre- 
pared by the U.S. General 
Accounting Office (GAO) for 
Senator Bill Bradley (D-N.J), and Congresswomen Marge 
Roukema (R-NJ) and Barbara Kennelly (D-CT). The three 
members of Congress requested the report because of "a 
lack of reliable data on interstate child f. upport cases." 

The report, dated January 9, 1992, but which has not been 
widely distributed, also states that: 

Where there is no child support award (and therefore, no 
child support is due from the father, or the father may not 
know of the existence of the child), the mothers report: 

1. In cases where the father lives in the same state as the 
mother: 

A. 53 percent of the mothers report that they did not want 
support or did not ask for it, that other financial considera- 
tions were made in lieu of support, or that she was unable 
to establish paternity; 

B. 17 percent of the mothers report that the father is 
financially unable to pay (it is presumed that she or the 
intervening agency decided that the financial position of the 
father made pursuing an award a futile gesture): 

C. 6 percent of the mothers report that a final agreement 
is pending. 

In summaiy. 76 percent of the mothers who live in the 
same state as the father and who do not have a child sup- 
port award report that child support collection is not an 
issue in their case. 

2. In cases whore the father lives in another state: these 
figures are 49 percent, 12 percent and 7 percent, for a total 
of 68 percent where child support is not an issue. 

3. As ridiculous as it may sound, our government is classi- 
fying deceased fathers as deadbeats. The deceased, those 
living in foreign countiies and those who have moved back 
in with the mother are classified as living in "other" loca- 
tions. None of these categories constitute more than 14 per- 
cent of the questionnaires reviewed. So as many as 28 per- 
cent of fathers classified as living in "other" locations could 
be either living with the mother or dead, the GAO report 
states. 

The report is based on Census Bureau data in the child 
support and alimony supplement of the Cuirent Population 



Survey (CPS). Tliis supplement, says the GAO report, sur- 
veys a sample of mothers age 15 and above living with their 
own children under 21 whose father lives in a different 
household. 

A complete copy of the report may be ordered from the 
General Accounting Office. Ask for: GAO/HRD-92-39 FS- 
Mothers Report Receiving... 



Announcements 

The Academy of Family Mediators (AFM) 

"Mediation Comes to the Capitol" is the theme of 
AFM's annual conference July 19-24, 1993 at the Omni 
Shoreham Hotel, Washington, D.C. The conference will 
focus on family mediation, government support for fami- 
ly mediation, children in mediation, and lawyers who 
mediate. For information, contact AFM at P.O. Box 
10501, Eugene, OR 97440, telephone 503-345-1205. 

Association of Family and Conciliation Courts 
(AFCC) 

"The Economic Impact of Divorce" is the theme of 
AFCC's 30th annual conference in New Orleans May 12- 
15, 1993. The emotional impact of divorce will also be 
discussed. Keynote speaker: John Haynes, founder of the 
Academy of Family Mediators and internationally known 
mediator. Cost: $225, your guest $100. For information 
contact AFCC at 329 W. Wilson St., Madison, WI 53703, 
telephone 608-251-4001. 

National Council on Family Relations (NCFR) 

"Moral Discourse on Families" is the theme of NCFR's 
55th annual conference at the Hyatt Regency Hotel in 
Baltimore, Maryland, November 10-15, 1993. In addition 
to exploring the often polarized domain of ethics and val- 
ues in family life, the conference will sponsor an interna- 
tional health policy forum. For information, contact NCFR 
at 3989 Central Ave. NE, Suite 550, Minneapolis, MN 
55421, telephone 612-781-9331. 



In Need of Legal Help 



Do you need legal help in a case? Is the case (or will it 
be) on appeal? Does the case have broad applicability? 
If the answer to these three questions is yes, contact 
CRC. 

Attorneys for CRC are interested in handling these 
cases on a reasonable fee basis. Because of limited 
finances, we can only consider cases which are on appeal. 
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CRC Chapters 



Grandparents United for Children's Rights (GUCR), a 
nationally prominent grandparents' organization with 
more than 20 chapters and affiliates throughout the 
U.S., has affiliated with the Children's Rights Council. 

The decision was announced by Ethel Dunn of 
Madison Wisconsin, the executive director of GUCR, on 
January 1, 1993. 

"We like CRC's direction, and we 
look forward to a close working rela- 
tionship," said Dunn. 

"GUCR and CRC have worked 
informally for more than a year," said 
CRC President David L. Levy. "We 
are absolutely delighted at this affili- 
ation, for it will strengthen the goals 




National Affiliate 
Organizations 

Mothers Without Custody 
(MW/OC) 

P.O. Box 27418 
Houston. TX 77227-7418 
(713)840-1626 
Jennifer Isham. president 

Grandparents United for 
Children's Rights (GUCR) 
137 Larkin Street 
Madison. WI 53705 
(608)238-8751 
Ethel Dunn 

CRC Chapters 

Alabama 

454 Morpliy Avenue 
Fairhope, AL 36532 
E.D. Wilson, coordinator 
(205)928-0464 

Alaska 

Alaska Dads and Moms 
2225 Arctic Boulevard. Ste 303 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503 
(907) 274-7358 

Gaiy Maxwell, state coordinator 

Ala.ska Family Support Group 
P.O. Box 111691 
Anchorage. AK 995 1 1 - 1 69 1 
(907) 344-7707 
Jim Arneson, president 

Second Wives and Children 
P.O. Box 875731 
Wasilla, AK 99687-5731 
(907) 376-144,5 
Tracy Driskill, president 

California 

Childrens Rights Council of 
California and San Francisco 
chapter 

2547 Noriega Street. Suite ,'i33 
San Francisco. CA94122 
(415) 75;i-H315 

liou Ann Bas.san. state coordmator 

Children's Rifihts Council of 
California 

Sacramento chapter 
P.O. Box 69711 



we are all working for." 

Dunn is also co-chair of the National Coalition of 
Grandparents, a newly formed umbrella organization of 
grandparents working for the rights of children. 
Dunn has testified twice before Congressional committees: 

* in October, 1991, before the House Human Resources 
Subcommittee, headed by then-Representtive Tom 
Downey (D-NY); and 

* in July 1992 at the first Senate hearing ever held on 
grandparents issues, before a committee chaired by Sen. 
David Pryor (D-AK). 

GUCR participated in the first press conference ever 
held on Capitol Hill by various organizations concerned 
with "balanced family law legislation." At the press con- 
ference, CRC, GUCR, Mothers Without Custody, and 
the Stepfamily Association of America joined together in 
urging Congress to pass a balancing amendment to the 

(Continued on Page 17) 



Sacramento. CA 95860 
Patricia Gehlen. chair 
(916)635-2590 

Colorado 

Children's Rights Council of 

Colorado 

(303)980-6903 

Valerie Ozsu, state coordinator 
Delaware 

Children's Rights Council of 

Delaware 

P.O. Box 182 

Bethel, DE 19931 

(302)875-7353 

Bill Barral 

(302) 734-8522 

James Morning, coordinator 

Florida 

Florida CRC chapter 

113 W. Tara Lakes Drive 

Boynton Beach, Florida 33436 

(407)395-5512 

Piotr Bla.ss, coordinator 

Georgia 

Georgia Council for Children's 
Rights 

P.O. Box 70486 
Marietta, GA 30007-0486 
(404)928-7110 

Sonny Burmeister. coordinator 
Illinois 

Children's Rights Council of 

Ilhnois 

P.O. Box 786 

Pekin. IL 61555 

(309)697-3235 

Ann Danner. coordinator 

Indiana 

Indiana Council for Children's 
Rights 

2625 N. Meridian, Ste 202 
Indianapolis. IN 46208 
(317)925-5433 
David Dinn 



Iowa 

Fathers for Equal Rijihts, 
3623 Douglas Avenue 
Des Moines. lA 50310 
(515) 277-8789 
Dick Woods, coordinator 



Inc. 



Professionals Serving Custodial 
and Non-Custodial Parents 
(515)264-9511 
Eric Borseth, J.D. 

Kansas/Missouri 

Children's Rights Council of 

Kansas/Missouri 

5516 Mission Road 

Fairway, KS 66205-2721 

(913)831-0190 

Roger Doeren, coordinator 

Kentucky 

Children's Rights Council of 
Kentucky 
1645 Robin Rd 
Owensboro.KY 43201 
502-926-4300 or 502-684-6100 
Tracy Cox, coordinator 

Maryland 

Children's Rights Council of 

Maryland 

4 17 Pershing Drive 

Silver Spring, MD 20910-4254 

(301)588-0262 

Harvey Walden, coordinator 

Massachusetts 

Concerned Fathers of 

Massachusetts, Inc. 

IP.O. Box 2768 

Springfield, MA 01 101-2768 

(413)736-7432 

George Kelly, coordinator 

Carla Goodwin, Divorce Mediation 
820 Washington Street 
South Easton, MA 02375 
(508)238-3722 

Michigan 

Children's Rights Council of 

Michigan 

P.O. Box 416 

Lawton, MI 49065-0416 

(616)247-5868 

Heather Rowlison. coordinator 
New Jersey 

New Jersey Council for Children's 

Rights (NJC' R) 

P.O. Box 615 

Wayne. NJ07470-()61.'i 

(201)694-9323 

Ench Stum, pi esident 
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New York 

Children's Rights Council of 

New York 

35 Front Street 

Binghamton, NY 13905 

(607)785-9338 

Kim Boedecker-Frey 

Ohio 

9681 Harding Hwv E. 
Gallon, OH 44833 
(419)845-2572 
Kathy Clark, coordinator 

Pennsylvania 

P.E.A.C.E. (Parents Equality and 

Children's Equality) 

20 1/2 S. Bradford St. 

AUentown, PA 18103 

(215) 776-4194 

Gary Onuschak, coordinator 

Texas 

Texas Children's Rights Coahtion 

(TCRC) 

P.O. Box 12961 

Capitol Station 

Austin, Texas 78711 

(512)499-TCRC 

Eric Anderson, coordinator and 
nationwide chapter coordinator 

Vermont 

Vermonters for Strong Families 

RR 1, Box 267A1 

Heartland, VT 05048 

(802) 436-3089 

Fred Tubbs, coordinator 

Virginia 

Children's Rights Council of 

Tidewater 

3029 Yakima Road 

Chesapeake, VA 23325 

(804)463-K]DS 

Michael Ewing, president 

Cindy Lewis, state coordinator 

Family Resolution Council 
8935 Patterson Avenue 
Richmond. VA 23229 
(804) 740-9889 
Murray Steinberg, president 

Fathers United for Equal Right's 

and Women's Coalition 

P.O. Box 1323 

Arlington. VA 22210-1323 

(703)451-8580 

Paul Robinson, president 



lb 



Hydo/Shelby bill. A provision for a national commission 
on child welfare, including access/visitation, was subse- 
quently added to the bill (see article elsewhere in this 
newsletter). 

Levy announced that Dunn has been named to CRC's 
Advisory Panel. 

Jennifer Isham, the president of Mothers Without 
Custody (MW/OC), another national organization affili- 
ated with CRC, is also a member of the Advisory Panel. 

State chapter Developments 

On the state level, Lou Ann Bassan is the new CRC 
coordinator in California. Bassan is a San Francisco 
attorney in workers compensation insurance defense 
who is married to a non-custodial father of three chil- 
dren. Patricia Gehlen, an elementary school teacher and 
grandmother, is the chair of the Sacramento, California 
chapter. 

Valerie Ozsu, who had been the CRC coordinator in 
California, has moved to Colorado, where she is starting 
a CRC chapter in that state. Ozsu is a registered nurse 
and certified midwife. 

Kathy Clark, L.S.W., program coordinator, Big 
Brothers and Big Sisters, Marion, Ohio, is CRC's new 
coordinator in Ohio. 

Cindy Lewis, former president of Parents and 
Children's Equality in Indiana, has moved to Virginia, 
and is CRC's new coordinator in Virginia. 

CRC seeks to form a chapters throughout the country, 
in order to assist the citizens of each state with that 
state's unique laws. Custody reform is primarily handled 



on the state level, although Congress is entering the 
field more and more. Problems cross state lines. 'What 
happens in one state or in Congress affects all of us. We 
must have a strong national organization, with strong 
state organizations, to have greater effect on public poli- 
cy. 

If you are part of a national network, you will general- 
ly get a better reception than a group that is limited to 
one state or community. 

Coordinators of our state chapters maintain contact by 
mail exchange and cross-country telephone conference 
calls between the chapters and CRC national. In this 
way, chapters can benefit from each other and do not 
have to constantly "re-invent the wheel". 

Chapters exist in 23 states. 

If you live in a state where there is a CRC chapter, we 
urge you to join the chapter. In this way, you will be net- 
working with a chapter and national CRC to reform cus- 
tody law and attitudes around the country. By becoming 
a member of the chapter, you also become a member of 
national CRC. 

If you would like to learn if a chapter is forming in 
your state, or if you would like to form a chapter in your 
own state or community, write to CRC for our Affiliation 
Booklet. 

This 37-page booklet explains everything you want to 
know about affiliation. 

After reviewing the booklet, write to Eric Anderson of 
Texas, CRC chapter coordinator, for further informa- 
tion. Eric's address is listed below. 

Note: CRC's name is protected by federal trademark 
law. 



Inside CRC 



CRC is having its first book pub- 
lished! The book, entitled "The Best 
Parent is Both Parents: A Guide to 
Shared Parenting in the 21st 
Century," is scheduled for May, 1993 
publication by Hampton Roads 
Publishing Company in Norfolk, 
Virginia, a nationally known pub- 
lisher. 

The trade paperback book, ISBN 
1-878901-56-7, about 160 pages, is 
expected to appear in bookstores 
around the country; but it may be 
ordered direct from the publisher at 
the retail price of $9.95 plus ship- 
ping and handling. To order copies, 
telephone Hampton Roads 
Publishing at 1-800-667-8707. 

The book, an update of several 
CRC reports, contains substantial 



Parent 
Parents 
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new informa- 
tion, and has 
been two years 
in the making. 
"We hope to 
reach a market 
for CRC's ideas 
that has to date 
been untapped," 
said CRC Presi- 
dent David L. 
Levy, the editor of the book. 

Contributors to the book include 
CRC writers and researchers Anna 
Keller and Elliott H. Diamond, as 
well as Elizabeth McGonaglc, origi- 
nator of the "Banana Splits" school- 
based program. 

Please ask your favorite bookstore 
to carry the book. 



Volunteers and 
Materials Needed 

Are you interested in office work, 
public relations, fund-raising, mem- 
bership development, tax issues 
affecting the family, advocacy, 
research or writing? 

If you can donate materials to 
CRC, such as computers, typewrit- 
ers, fax machines, or telephones, we 
can use them at our national office 
in Washington, D.C. or give them to 
our chapters around the country. 
Arid you can obtain a tax deduction 
for your contribution. 
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Legal, Computer 
Services Available 

Charlie Ruggerio, who obtained 
trademark protection for CRC, is a 
specialist in trademark, patent, 
copyright, and licensing law. He 
recently joined as a partner the law 
firm of Ailes, Ohlandt and Greeley, 6 
Landmark Square, Stamford, CT. 
06901, Suite 604, telephone (203) 
327-6067. 

Steve Chan, who has helped CRC 
with its computer system, is knowl- 
edgeable in computer technology, 
and has also served as an expert 
witness in computer procurement 
cases on the federal level. Mr. Chan 
is at Uniprime Systems, Inc., 
P.O.Box 3247, Baltimore, MD. 
21228, phone (410) 747-7510. 

If you work for the federal govern- 



ment, and wish to transfer annual 
leave to a CRC member who works for 
the federal government, and who is 
involved full time in seeking joint cus- 
tody, please contact CRC. The CRC 
member does not wish his name to be 
in print. 



Mari( Goodson Dies 

Mark Goodson, who was a TV 
institution, and the honorary chairman 
of the Children's Rights Council since 
late 1991, died on December 18, 1992. 
He was 77. 

Mr. Goodson's radio and television 
career spanned more than 50 years. 
He invented such shows as "What's My 
Line?" "The Price is Right," " Family 
Feud, "I've Got a Secret" and "The 
Match Game." 

Since 1950 there has never been a 
week without a Mark Goodson game 
show on television. 



The TV quiz show scandals of the 
1950's did not adversely affect 
Goodson, for he never gave answers to 
popular contestants, as other shows 
did, to increase a show's popularity. 

For many years, Goodson teamed 
up with Bill Todman to form the 
Goodson/Todman partnership. 
Todman died in 1979. 

Goodson was diagnosed with 
cancer in September, 1992, and 
underwent treatment. Doctors even- 
tually advised Goodson to stop the 
treatment because the cancer was 
net responding. Goodson, who had 
homes in New York and Los Angeles, 
died at his Manhattan home at 1 
Beekman Place. 

"Goodson and CRC were just get- 
■ting to know each other when he 
died," said CRC President David L. 
Levy. "The friendship was altogether 
too brief" 

Goodson leaves three children, 
and six grandchildren. 



Thank You, Contributors! 

We wish to thank those who have joined, renewed their membership, contributed to CRC, or ordered materials from CRC from 



Jed Abraham 
Eddie Adams 
Bill Adoba 
William Aldricb 
Edward Allison 
Joan Anderson 
David Aull 
Asa Baber 
Jay Haitz 
Edwward Barton 
Francis Baumli 
Greg Beard 
Connie Beaupre 
Steve Becker 
Tom Bell Wright 
William/Rene Bender 

Robert Bertrand 

Bruce Biat;i 

P'lorence Bienenl'eld 

Kim Bocdecker-Kre>- 

Richard Bosa 

Wade Bowie 

Ronald Branca 

Sheila Broynian-BoiKese 

Kva Brown 

Sally Brush 

Aza Butler 

Tom Cahol 

Anion Canuso 

(5ary Caruso 

(■race l'avannu(;h 

Kerrel Chri.'itensen 

Kathy Clark 

James (Moyes 

Dolores Contrera.s 

Beidre Conway Rand 

Dana Copland 
Harry Crain 



Thomas Curtis 
Joseph D'Ambrosio 
Frank Dabrowski 
David Daniel 
John/Monica Davis 
Richard DePrima 
Dwayne Deaton 
Wiley Dobbs 
Diana Drake 
Annette Dunn 
Martha Dygert 
Scott Elbertsnn 
Alice Esbenshadt^ 
Michael Ewing 
Robert Fay 
Adam Fivenson 
Donald Forslund 
Anne Frazier 
Louis Callo 
Mike GeanouHs 
Robert Gern 
Julia Gibson 
Carla Goodwin 
Robert Gi-ay 
Robert Green 
Charles Grimes 
Evelyn (Jross 
Barrv Grossman 
Thomas Harries 
Ronald Heilmann 
William Hess 
Jerry Hill 
Ron Hooser 
Robert Howard 
Tim Jackson 
James Janousek 
Doris Jnnas Freed 
Ann Just 



Bob Jutte Kraus 


Doninick Romano 


Arthur Katz 


David Rose 


Barb Keryliuk 


Janice Rosen 


Paul Kirchmeier 


Emaunel Russo 


Walter Kuckes 


William Ryan 


Martin Lachman 


Domninic Sabia 


Vicki Lansky 


Victoria Seele Zetterquist 


Alice Ann Larsen 


Steven Shapse 


O.T. and Lydia Green 


L. Philip Sheldon 


John Lorenz 


John Siegmund 


Donald MacMaster 


Mary Siegmund 


David MacRae 


Lewis Sierra 


Richard Martin 


Phyillis Simon 


Carl Mau 


Daniel Skelton 


Gary Maxwell 


Kenneth Skilling 


Shawn/Judith McClosky 


Alliert Smith 


Connie Miller 


* Donald Smith 


Susan Miller 


Peter Sokaris 


J. Scott Mizes 


Gerald Solomon 


David Moen 


Don and Melissa Spittle 


Patricia Murphy 


Nancy Statuni 


Charles Norwood 


John Steimke 


Robert Palm 


Charles and Donna Stewart 


Franz Parik 


Greg Stidham 


Steven Pascal 


William Strange 


Robert Pasnak 


R. Kirk Suttell 


Gloria Peters 


James Taylor 


Edmund Petrilli 


James Tays 


Richard Phillips 


Eugene Veto 


Emanuel Pleseiit 


Emily Visher 


hoi-i Plotkin Blum 


Jerold Weiner 


Kyle Pruett 


Jerome Weinstein 


Jack Quinn 


Noel Weller 


Joe Redmond 


Bruce Wenzel 


Ted and Terry Rednour 


Dennis Wheeler 


Isolina Ricci 


Brent Whiting 


Pamela Richards 


Johnnv Wilson 


Scott Roleson 


Mark Wright 




Martie Wrock 
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Here are Soma S?i.Zlkl MWITIONS to the 

Children's Rights Council 

1992 

CATALOG OF RESOURCES 

for parents 

and professionals 



The CRC catalog lists more than sixty books, 
written reports, audio-cassettes, model bills, 
and gifts for children. Members can receive 
additional free copies of the catalog by 
contacting CRC. Non-members can order one 
for $1.00. Write: CRC, 220 1 Str,, NE, 
Suite 230. Washington, D,C. 20002-4362. 



Regular Discount* 



CRC Members - lOX ea. book 
- 20X other items 



Send all book orders to: CRC Books, P.O. 80x 5568 
Friendship Station. Wash. , DC 20016. 
Add $2 for 1st book, 5G« each additional 
book for shipping and handling. 




M!H\I\!M, 

mm? 



* RECEIVE AN ADDITIONAL 5% DISCOUNT ON THE FOLLOWING 
1992 CATALOG OF RESOURCES ITEMS: 

Some Special Additions o^Some Books Currently Listed: 

Tfee PoJiztUal KLieMOtton SytuOwme., by Richard A. Gardner, M.D. 
The PAS occurs when one parent denigrates the other parent, and 
gets the child to join in the denigration. Gardner, a national 
expert on the PAS, describes the disorder and recommends 
treatment. 1992 publishing of this material as a separate 
book for the first time. BKA-803 — 3A8 pg. HB $30.00. 

A Hot^ In My tigjCUU: Kdutt Chitdfizn VlvoKce. Spejok Out, 
by Claire BerTnan. Enables people to understand they are not 
alone, and helps spouses and loved ones better understand 
their mates. BKM-505 — 280 pg. SB $8.00. 

SuAvlvinS Tfee Rieofaip, by Joan Berlin Kelly, Ph.D. and Judith S. 
Wallerstein, Ph.D. A longitudinal study of the effects of 
divorce on children. BKP-210 — 340 pg. SB $1A.00. 

fofL The. Sake. 0£ The CkUxUen, by Kris Kline and Stephen Pew, PhJD. 
Insights and advice on how parents can cooperate after divorce. 
BKP-211 — 220 pg. HB $17.95. 



H^HTSTS cor-n 
\\iTiiDi\cx-ic:i; 




1%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%% 



TAue A«d Fatie AZttgationi 0< Ckitd Szxual Alxue, 

by Richard A. Gardner, M.D. Child sexual abuse cases are 
burgeoning. Gardner provides analysis, evaluated criteria 
and recommendations necessary to better differentiate 
between true and false allegations. His proposals could 
result in better resolution of cases. BKA-807 -748 pg. BB $4SjCX). 

%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%% 

P-CVOAce Book foK PcUieJlti, by Vicki Lansky. BKP-203 — 254 pg. HB $18.95. 
The Handbook Oi Vlvo/tjce. UedLatLon, by Lenard Mar low, J.D. and S. Richard 

Sauber, Ph.D. BKE-604 — 506 pg. HB $65.00. 
The Cviitody RevotutiMn - The FatheA factoK Knd The. UothzAhood Uyitique, by Richard A. 

Warshak, Ph.D. BKE-607 - 272 pg. HB $21.00. 
fathexi RightA - The Sourcebook fofu VejdUng iUXh The CkUd SuppofU Syi>teM, by Jon Conine. 

BKF-406 — 220 pg. HB $17.95. 
Mom'A Hoa&e, Vad'6 Hotue, by Isolina Ricci, Ph.D. BKP-202 ~- 270 pg. SB $8.95. 
Long Vl6tance VoKenting, by Miriam Galper Cohen. BKP-213 — 193 pg. HB $17.95. 
PoAttU. VS. POAent, by Stephen P. Herman, M.D. BKP-209 ~ 240 pg. HB $20.95. 
Don't Utme He, Vaddy, by Dean long. BKA-806 — 215 pg. HB $11.95. 

Vlvoice And The Uyth Oi LauyeAi, by Lenard Marlow, J.D. BKE-608 - 175 pg. HB $19.95. 
ChlldMM Held Hoitage, by Stanley S. Clawar, Ph.D. and Brynne V. Rivlin, M.S.S. 
BKE-606 — 208 pg. SB $49.95. 
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We are proud of your achievementc, CRC! Sign me up and send me the 
benefits listed below. Enclosed is my tax deductible contribution as a: 

New member, $35 1'. Sustaining member, $60 i Sponsor, $125 
, " Life member, $500 : Other $ 

I can't join now, but here is my tax-deductible contribution of $ . 

PLEASE CHECK ALL THAT APPLY. 

AMEX MC VISACC# Exp. date . 

CRC # if renewal or change of address, see CRC number on label. 

Title (Mr., Ms., Dr., Rev., etc.) 



Distributed by: 



Name 
Suffix 



.(ACSW, MD, etc.) Nicknam.e 



jMust be piwaded. ) 
( Optional. ) 



Organization (48 Character maximum) 



Delivery Address (48 Character maximum); 



If you live in AI., AK, CA. CO. DE. FL. GA. IN. 
lA. IL. KS. K\'. MA, MI, MD. MO. NJ. iW. 
OH. PA. TX. VA, VT. we ask that you join the 
CRC chapter in that state (which includci; 
membership in CRC NationiJ). For address of 
chapter in those states, see elsewhere in this 
newsletter, or write to CRC for information 



City 

Zip Code 
Country _ 



State (2 characters) , 



(If other than US.) 



Organization phone 
Work phone 



Hotne phone 



If organization is listed in CRC Directory, organization phone number will be listed. 



Home and work phone numbers are for CRC internal use only. 

Fax number Chapter name, if affiliated with CRC 

As a member, please send me Speak Out For Children (CRC's Quarterly Newsletter), Catalog of Resources (in 
which I receive discounts) and the following at NO ADDITIONAL COST: 

• "A Child's Right — 2 Parents," Bumper Sticker. 

• FREE! A $10 VALUE — A 32-page repoit. Written Preliniinai^' PrcKeedings from NCCR's 1990 Fifth Annual Confcrcnce (Hub- 
mittcd prior to conference). Includes 18 different reports including Child Sexual Abuse, New Access (Visitation) Research, What is 
Happening in the Black Family. How to Avoid a Parentectomy, and Activities of the ABA's Center on Children and the Law 

For my membci-sliip of nioiv than $;5r) or ifnowal. send me a list of free items I'm entitled to (the higher the contrihulioiis. the moiv items that are In-el. 
If you are an individual member of CRC. your name may be Riven on occasion to other children's rights organizations, organizations that : \p- 
port CKC. or individuals .seeking a referral for help. If you do not want your name to be given for these purpo.ses. plea.se check here 

Call (202) 547-6227 to charge your membership to a credit card, or 
send completed form to CRC, 220 I Street, NE, Suite 230, Washington, DC 20002-4362. 
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News of CRC's 
7th National Con- 
ference will 
appear in ttie 
next issue. 



Liberal Barbara Dafoe Whitehead says 

Dan Quayle Was Right 



That headline — Dan Quayle was right — on 
the cover of one of America's most presti- 
gious liberal publications has attracted consid- 
erable interest in the news media, academia, 
and among child advocates. 

The article, by Barbara Dafoe Whitehead, 
in Atlantic Monthly's April, 1993 issue, said 
that the dissolution of intact two-parent fami- 
lies is harmful to large numbers of children. 

Commentators have said this before, but 
the message, coming as it does this time from 
a leading liberal magazine agreeing in print 
with a conservative (Dan Quayle) who was 
embroiled in a family issues debate last Fall, 
is apparently the reason for the widespread 
interest in the article. 

CRC gave Whitehead, a researcher at the 
Institute for American Values in New York, a 
"Best in Media'' award for the article at our 
conference April 28-May 2, 1993. More confer- 
ence news will appear in our Summer. 1993 
"Speak Out for Children". 

Nicholas Zill, of WESTAT. Inc., Rockville, 
Maryland, whose research is quoted exten- 
sively in Whitehead's article, was a speaker at 
CRC's Seventh National Conference. News on 
Zill's comments at the conference will also 
appear in the Summer, 1993 "Speak Out for 
Children." 

The Atlantic Monthly article said that 
"The social science evidence is in: though it 
may benefit the adults involved, the dissolu- 
tion of intact two-parent families is harmful to 
large numbers of children. Moreover, family 
diversity in the form of increasing numbers of 
single-parent and stepparent families does not 

24 



strengthen the social fabric but, rather, dra- 
matically weakens and undermines society." 

Key Points of the Article 

"Most American children will spend sev- 
eral years in a single-mother family. Some 
will eventually live in stepparent families, but 
because stepfamilies are more likely to break 
up than intact (by which I mean two-biological 
parent) families, an increasing number of chil- 
dren will experience family breakup two or 
even three times during childhood." 

"According to a growing body of social- 
science evidence, children in families disrupt- 
ed by divorce and 
out-of-wedlock birth 
do worse than chil- 
dren in intact fami- 
lies in several mea- 
sures of well-being. 
Children in single 
parent families are 
six times as likely to 
be poor. They are 
also likely to stay 
poor longer. Twen- 
ty-two percent of Barbara V/hUvhead 

childi'en in one-parent families will experience 
poverty during childhood for seven years or 
more, as compared with only two percent of 
children in two parent families. 

"A 1988 survey by the National Center for 
Health Statistics conducted by Nicholas Zill 
found that children in single-parent families 
are two to three times as likely as children in 

'Continued on Page 3) 
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The Children's Rights Council 
(CRC), also known as the National 
Council for Children's Rights, is a 
non-profit [IRS 501(c)31 organization, 
based in Washington, DC. We are 
concerned with the healthy develop- 
ment of children of divorced and sepa- 
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strengthening families through 
divorce and custody reform, minimiz- 
ing hostilities between parents who 
are involved in marital disputes, sub- 
OFFICERS; 

David L. Levy. Esq. President 
Anna Keller. Vice President 
John L. Bauserman. N'PTi easuivr 
Ellen Dublin Levy. Secretary 

HONORARY PRESIDENT: 
David Brenner. Entertainer 
New York. New York 

GENERAL COUNSEL: 
Michael L. Oddenino 

Arcadia, California 

DIR. OF INFORMATION SERVICES: 
Ed Mudrak 

DIRECTOR OF PUBLICATIONS: 
Deanne Mochling 

DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT: 
Clifton A. Clark 

ADVISORY PANEL: 
Rabbi Mendel Abrams. I). Miii. 
Former President. Board ofRaliliis 
of Oroator VVashinftton. DC 

Judith Bauersfeld. President 
Stepfaniily Association of America 
Pitlsburfjh. Pennsylvania 

Sam Brunelli. Kxecutive Director 
American Let.nslativi' Kxchant;e Cmiticil 
VVashiiijitot). DC 

Stuart W. Cochran II 

Klkhart. Itnliana 

Jim Cook, President 
.Joint Custody Association 
Los .XiiHeli's, Califdrnia 
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cerned parents who have more than 40 
years collective experience in divorce 
reform and early childhood education. 

Prominent professionals in the 
fields of religion, law, social work, psy- 
chology, child care, education, business 
and government comprise our Advisory 
Panel. 

"Dear Abby" 
(Abigail Van Buren) 

Los Angeles, California 

Honorable Dennis DeConcini 

U.S. Senator. Arizona 

Karen DeCrow 

Former President of N.C.VV. 
Jamesville. New York 

Elliott H. Diamond 

Co-Foundcr. CRC 
Reston. Virginia 

Ethel Dunn, Executive Director 
Grandparents United for Children's Rights 
Madison. Wisconsin 

Honorable David Durenberger 

U.S. Senator. Minnesota 

Meyer Elkin. Co-Foundcr 

Association of Family & Conciliation Coin ts 

Beverly Hills. California 

Warren Farrell, Ph.D.. Author, 
Former Member of the Board of 
Directors New York Citv N.O.VV. 
Leucadia. California 

Doris Jonas Freed. Esq.. Co-Chair 
New York State Bar Association Family Law 
Section's Custody Comniitte<" 
New York. New York 

Larrj' Gaughan. Law Profes.sor. 
Professional Director. Family Medi;iti<in 
of (Jreater Washington. DC 

Ronald T. Haskins. Ph.D. Associate 
Director. Bush Institute for Child and 
Family Policy. U of NC. Chapel Hill i lOTK-H;-)! 



For further information about 
membership, publications, cassettes, 
catalog, and services, write: CRC, 220 
■'I" Street, NE, Washington, DC 
20002, or call (202) 547-6227 or 1-800- 
787-KIDS. Our fax number is (202) 
546-4CRC (4272). 

Speak Out For Children is 
published four times a year and is 
sent free to members. Send letters, 
comments, and articles for publication 
to Editor, CRC. 



Jennifer Isham. President 
Mothers Without Custody (MW.'OC i 
Crystal Lake. Illinois 

Joan Berlin Kelly. Ph.D. 
Executive Director 

Northern California Mediation Center 

Elisabeth Kubler-Ross, M.D. 

Author. Psychiatrist 
Head Waters. Virginia 

Vicki Lansky. AuthoivColumnist 
Dccphaven. Minnesota 

James Levine. The Fatherhood Project 
The Bank Street College of Education 
New York. New York 

Dr. Carl H. Mau, Jr. 

General Secretary ( 197-1-851 
Lutheran World Federation 
Geneva. Switzerland 

John Money. Ph.D.. Profe.ssor of 
Medical Psychology' and Pediatrics 
•Johns Hopkins University and Hospital 
Baltimore. Maryland 

Sue Klavans Simring 

Co-Director Family Soluticms 
The Center of Divorce and Custody 
Consultation 
Englewood. New Jersey 

Debbie Stabenow 

State Senate, Michigan 



2 SrKAK Oi r F(W l'iiii.i)iti:x Spriiif^ /.W.'i 



Whitehead 

Continued form page 1 

two-parent families to have emotion- 
al and behavioral pi'oblems. They are 
also more likely to drop out of high 
school, to get pregnant as teenagers, 
to abuse drugs, and to be in trouble 
with the law. Compared with chil- 
dren in intact families, children from 
disrupted families are at a much 
higher risk for physical or sexual 
abuse. 

"Despite this growing body of 
evidence, it is nearly impossible to 
discuss changes in family structure 
without provoking angry protest. 
Many people see the discussion as no 
more than an attack on struggling 
single mothers and their children. 

"Such views are not to be dis- 
missed. Indeed, they help to explain 
why family structure is such an 
explosive issue for Americans.. .How 
can we square traditional notions of 
public support for dependent women 
and children with a belief in women's 
right to pursue autonomy and inde- 
pendence in childbearing and child- 
rearing? How do we uphold the free- 
dom of adults to pursue individual 
happiness in their private relation- 
ships and at the same time respond 
to the needs of children for stability, 

secuiity, and 

' ^^^^ permanence 

in theii- femi- 
lives? 
"In the 
mid-1960's 
Daniel 
Patrick 
Moynihan, 
then an 
tissistat sec- 
retary of 
labor, was 
denounced as a racist for calling 
attention to the relationships 
between the prevalence of black sin- 
gle-mother families and the lower 
socioeconomic .'Standing of black chil- 
dren. ..Last year. Vice President Dan 
Quayle was ridiculed for criticizing 
Murphy Brown. In short, evei>' time 
the issue of family stnicture has been 
raised, the response has been first 
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conti'ovei'sy, then retreat, and finally 
silence. 

"Yet it is also risky to ignore 
the issue of changing family struc- 
ture. In recent years the problems 
associated with family disruption 
have gi'own. Overall child well-being 
has declined. ..the proportion of chil- 
dren in poverty has increased dra- 
matically, from 15 percent in 1970 to 
20 percent in I'.JOO, while the per- 
centage of adult /imericans in pover- 
ty has remained roughly constant. 
The teen suicide rate has more than 
tripled. Juvenile crime has increased 
and has become more violent. School 
performance has continued to 
decline. 

There are no signs that these 
trends are about to reverse them- 
selves. If we fail to come to terms 
with the relationship between family 
structure and declining child well- 
being, then it will be increasingly dif- 
ficult to improve children's life 
prospects, no matter how many new 
programs the federal government 
funds. Nor will we be able to make 
progress in bettering school perfor- 
mance or reducing crime or improv- 
ing the quality of the nation's future 
work force — all domestic problems 
closely connected to family breakup. 
Worse, we may contribute to the 
problem by pursuing policies that 
actually increase family instability 
and breakup." 

Historical View of Family 
Disruption 

The article mentioned that fiimi- 
ly disruption has historically been 
regarded as an event that threatens 
a child's well being and even sur- 
vivil. The death of a parent, for 
example, has traditionally been 
regarded as untimely and tragic, pro- 
ducing an outpouring of support from 
family, friends, and strangers alike. 

It has taken thousands of years 
to reduce the threat of parental 
death. Other forms of family disrup- 
tion, separation, divorce, out-of-wed- 
lock birth, were held in check by 
powerful religious, social and legal 
sanctions. Divorce was widely 
regarded as a deviant behavior, espe- 
ci illy threatening to mothei's and 
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children, and as a personal lapse. In 
the 1960's the divorce rate soared 
(after the advent of no-fault divorce, 
which the article implies, but does 
not specifically mention). 

"All told, about three quarters of 
children born to cohabiting couples 
will live in a single-parent home at 
least briefly. One of every four chil- 
dren growing up in the 1990's will 
eventually enter a stepfamily. 
According to one sun'ey, nearly half 
of all children in stepparent families 
will see their parents divorce again 
by the time they reach their late 
teens. 

"What had once been regarded as 
hostile to children's best interests 
was now considered starting in the 
1970's as essential to adults' happi- 
ness. In the 1950's, most Americans 
believed that parents should stay in 
an unhappy marriage for the sake of 
the children. By the mid-1970s, a 
majority of Americans rejected this 
view. Once the social metric shifts 
from child well-being to adult well- 
being, it is hard to see divorce and 
nonmarital biith in anything but a 
positive light." 

Hollywood Glorifies 
Divorce 

Hollywood and the media, and 
even the greeting card industry 
affirms the liberating effects of 
divorce, said the article. "Think of 
your former marriage as a record 
album," said one Hallmark card, "It 
was full of music-both happy and 
sad. But what's important now 
is...YOU! the recently released HOT, 
NEW, SINGLE' You're going to be at 
the TOP OF THE CHARTS!" 

As for Mui-phy Brown, the article 
said, "faced with an accidental preg- 
nancy and a faithless lover, she ago- 
nized over her plight and, aftei* much 
mental anguish, bravely decided to 
go ahead. In short, having a baby 
without a husband represented a 
higher level of maternal devotion and 
sacrifice than having a baby with a 
husband. Mui-phy was not just exer- 
cising her rights as a woman, she 
was exhibiting ti*ue moral hoi'oism. 

"Increasingly, the media depicts 
the married two-parent family as a 

Si'h:.\K ()i r FoK Cllli.DKKX Spring; W9:i :i 



source of pathology. 

"No one would claim that two- 
parent families are tree from conflict, 
violence, or abuse. However, the 
attempt to discredit the two-parent 
family can -be understood as part of 
what Senator Moynihan has 
described as a lai'gei- effort to accom- 
modate higher levels of social 
deviance. ..One lesponse has been to 
nomialize what wore once considered 
deviations, such as out-of-wedlock 
birth." 

The article noted that "The 
father-child bond is severely, open 
irreparably, damaged in disrupted 
families. ..Often, more than the 
father's support check is missing. 
Increasingly, children are bereft of 
any contact with their fathers. ..the 
need to schedule a special time to be 
with the child, the repeated leave tak- 
ings, and the lack of connection to the 
child's regular, daily schedule leaves 
many fathers, adrifl, frustrated, and 
confused." 

Researcher Judith Wallerstein, 
the article notes, has called the visit- 
ing father a parent without portfolio. 

"Since most children live with 
their mothers after divorce, one 
might expect that the mother-child 

bond would 
remain 
unaltered 
and might 
even be 
strength- 
ened. Yet 
research 
shows that 
the mothei'- 
diild bond is 
also weak- 
ened as the 
a>sult of div orce. The aiticle noted that 
researcher Nicholas Zill and his col- 
leagues initially thought that .'steppar- 
ent faniiiies would make up for the 
shortcomings of the single-parent 
family. "..But their findings indicate 
that even when remarriage brings 
more income and a second adult in 
the household, other difficulties aris- 
es — stepfamilies disrupt established 
loyalties, create new uncertainties, 
provoke deep anxieties, and some- 
times threaten a child's physical 
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safety as well as emotional security." 

The National Commission on 
Children, a bipartisan group headed 
by Senator John D. Rockefeller (D- 
WV), reported that children from 
stepfamilies were more likely to say 
they often felt lonely or blue than 
children from either single-parent of 
intact families. 

"...not all two-parent families 
are better for children than all sin- 
gle-parent families. But in the face 
of the evidence it becomes increas- 
ingly difficult to sustain the proposi- 
tion that all family structures pro- 
duce equally good outcomes for chil- 
dren." 

Whitehead says the caution that 
researchers and writers have in say- 
ing this, including Judith Waller- 
stein, are partly attributed to ideo- 
logical pressures. Some researchers 
fear they will be attacked by femi- 
nist colleagues, others that their 
material will be used by gi-oups they 
don't support, or that their com- 
ments will be regarded as an effort 
to turn back the clock to the I950's- 
"a goal that has almost no con- 
stituency in the academy." 

Children who live with single 
parents or stepparents also receive 
less parental encouragement and 
attention with respect to education- 
al activities than do children who 
live with both biological parents, the 
researchers state. 

Parenting and Child 
Support 

In certain comments in the arti- 
cle, and in an accompanying shorter 
article. Whitehead seemed to indi- 
cate that tougher child support mea- 
sures could help children who are 
abandoned by their fathers. 

In a CRC conversation with 
Whitehead following publication of 
the article, we made the point that 
the current emphasis on child sup- 
port unconnected to parenting is 
more of the single-parent policy that 
Whitehead finds so disastrous to 
children. 

If the Census Bureau is correct 
that divorced parents with joint cus- 
tody and access (visitation) pay far 
more in support than parents with- 



out joint custody or visitation, CRC 
pointed out, this could point the way 
not only to greater parental involve- 
ment, but more support compliance, 
as well. 

Whitehead said that other people 
have talked to her about the need to 
encourage a two-parent policy if 
divorce occurs, and she will incorpo- 
rate such views into any future writ- 
ings she does on the subject. 



Children Without Two 
Parents Less Likely to 
Graduate 

Children who live apart from one or 
both parents during childhcxjd or adoles- 
cence are less likely to graduate from 
high school than those who live with 
both natural parents, according to 
research reported by the Institute for 
Reseai'ch on Poverty. 

Estimates of the researchers sug- 
gest that living in a nontraditional fami- 
ly increases the risk of dropping out of 
high school by about 7 percentage 
points, raising the likelihood from 13 
percent to 20 percent for the average 
individual. 

Although the effect is common to 
all racial groups, it is stronger among 
whites, say the researchers. The lower 
attainment of children who live with 
single parents is generally attributed to 
differences in the quantity and quality 
of family and community resources. 
(SoiirceNi Gary D. Sandefur, Sara 
McLanahan , and Roger A. 
Wojtkicwicz. "Race and Ethnicity, 
Family Structure, and High School 
Graduation." Institute for Runcarch on 
Poverty <IRPl Discufision Paper No. 
89.3-89; Nan Marie A.'<tone and Sara S. 
McLanahan. "Family Structure and 
High School Completion: The Role of 
Parental Practices." HiP Discussion 
Paper No. 90.5-89. a.< reported in 
Insights. April 1990 i.'isue. News of 
public interest from the Institute for 
Research on Porerly. Unirersity of 
Wi.'iconsi n-Madi.'ion . 1180 Ob.'icrvatory 
Drive, 3412 Social Science Building. 
Madison. W'l 53706. telephone 608- 
262-6:m. 
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Bills and Resolutions In Congress 



We arc including important bills 
and resolutions in Congi'css affecting 
families. A bill, unlike a resolution, 
requires a state or person to do some- 
thing; a resolution expresses the 
wishes of Congress, but does not 
require action. H, or H.R. refers to 
the House of Representatives; S. 
refers to the Senate. The phone num- 
ber of the committee handling the 
bill is provided below; you may call to 
check on the status of legislation, or 
to. express your views. It is even more 
important to let your own Represen- 
tative and Senators know your 
views. The capitol switchboard, 
which can connect you with the 
offices of all members of Congress 
and committees, is (202) CA4-3121 
(224-3121). Although this u- a 24- 
hour switchboard, and can provide 
you night and day with names, 
addresses and direct phone numbers 
of all members of Congj'ess, and even 
sometimes names of staff night and 
day, the switchboard can only con- 
nect with you with an office during 
normal business hours. You may also 
wish to contact the Congress mem- 
bers' branch office in your district for 
information. 

S.6., to prevent and punish sexu- 
al violence and domestic violence, to 
assist state and local authorities to 
assist and protect victims of such 
crimes. S.6 includes sections to pre- 
vent noncompliance of financial child 
support obligations in interstate 
cases, and would expi'ess the sense of 
Congress that spouse abusers not 
attain joint custody of children, and 
to establish a national task force on 
violence against women. Introduced 
by Sen. Bob Dole (R-KS), referred to 
Committee on the Judiciary, (202) 
224-5225. 

The "sense of Congress" about 
joint custody in 8.6 also appears in S. 
8 and H.R. 688 (below). Congress 
passed a similar resolution several 
years ago sponsored by Rep. Connie 
Morella (R-MD). CRC's position is 
that if C\)ngT-ess is going to enter the 
custody area, traditionally I'eserved 



for the states, it should I'ecommend 
joint custody (shared pai'enting) as a 
first option for fit parents, especially 
as the Census Bureau reports that 
parents with joint custody and visita- 
tion pay far more in financial support 
than parents without joint custody 
and visitation. Congress is expected 
to consider strong financial support 
legislation this year, and so statistics 
on who pays and why is important 
for Congress to factor into its deliber- 
ations. 

S.8. to control and prevent crime. 
Similar to S.6 above. Section 2262(2) 
of the bills says "joint custody forced 
upon hostile parents can create a 
damaging psychological environment 
for a child," while Section 2262(5) 
says "It is the sense of the Congress 
that, for the puipose of determining 
child custody, evidence establishing 
that a parent engages in physical 
abuse of a spouse should create a 
statutory presumption that it is 
detrirriental to the child to be placed 
in the custody of the abusive spouse." 
Tht bill would create a National 
Task Force on Violence Against 
Women. Introduced by Sen. Orrin 
Hatch (R-UT), referred to Judiciary 
Committee, (202) 224-5225. 

H.R. 688, similar to S. 6 and S. 8 
(above). Introduced by Rep. Susan 
Molinari (R-NY), referred to the sub- 
committee on Crime and Criminal 
Justice (202) 226-2406 of House 
Judiciary Committee. 

S. 254, to ensure that any peace 
dividend is invested in America's 
families and deficit reduction. Sec. 
606A states "The Secretary of the 
Treasui^y shall increase the personal 
exemption for individuals as deter- 
mined under .'section 151 of the IRS 
code of 1986..." Introduced by Sen. 
Phil Gramm (R-TX), refeiTed to Com- 
mittee on Budget (202) 224-0642 and 
Committee on (tovernmental Affairs 
(202)224-4751. 

H.R. 773, the "Uniform Child 



Support Enforcement Act of 1993" 
would amend the IRS code and the 
Socia' Security Act to repeal provi- 
sions relating to state enforcement of 
financial child support and to require 
the IRS to collect support through 
wage withholding. Introduced by 
Rep. Hyde (R-IL), referred to sub- 
committee on Human Resources 
(202) 225-1025 of the House Judicia- 
lly Committee. 

H.R. 741, to amend Title IV of 
the Social Security Act to provide 
welfare families with the education, 
training, job search, and work experi- 
ence to prepare them to leave welfare 
within two years, to authorize states 
to conduct demonstration projects to 
test the effectiveness of policies 
designed to help people leave welfare 
and increase their financial security. 
Introduced by Rep. Clay Shaw (R- 
FL), referred jointly to Committees 
on Ways and Means, Agriculture, 
Education and Labor, Energy and 
Commerce, Banking Finance and 
Urbrn Affairs, Judiciary. For infor- 
mation, contact subcommittee on 
Human Resources, (202) 225-3951. 

H.R. 619, to amend the Fair 
Credit Reporting Act to assure the 
completeness and accuracy of con- 
sumer information maintained by 
credit reporting agencies. Included in 
credit reporting agencies are state 
and local financial child support 
enforcement agencies. Introduced by 
Rep. McCandless (R-CA), referred to 
subcommittee on Consumer Ci'edit 
Service of Committee on Banking, 
Finance and Urban Affairs (202) 225- 
8872. Hearings are scheduled to 
begin in May. 

H.R. 522, to provide a grant to a 
nonprofit organization to establish 
and operate a national domestic vio- 
lence hotline. Sec 2(2) states that the 
hotline shall provide "victims of 
domestic violence needed access to 
resources which will refer such vic- 
tims and t heir children to safe homes 
and shelters." Introduced by Rep. 
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Constance 
Morella (R- 
MD), and 
referred to 
Committee 
on Educa- 
tion and 
Labor (202) 
225-4527. 

H . R . 
455. to 

Congressman Hall „ „ „ „ j 

* amend 
Title IV of the Social Security Act to 
remove the barriers and disincen- 
tives in the progi-am of AFDC (Aid to 
Families with Dependent Children) 
that prevent recipients of such aid 
from moving toward self-sufficiency. 
Introduced by Rep. Tony Hall (D- 
OH), referred to Committee on Ways 
and Means (202) 225-3625. 

H.R. 454. to provide that a state 
court may not modify an order of 
another state court requiring the 
payment of financial child support 
unless the recipient of the child sup- 
port payments resides in the state in 
which the modification is sought, or 
consents to seeking the modification 
in such other state court. Sec. 2(b) 
states "it is necessary to establish 
national standards under which the 
courts of different states will deter- 
mine their jurisdiction to issue a 
child support ordei- and the effect to 
be given by each state to the support 
orders issued by the courts of the 
other states." Introduced by Rep. 
Barney Frank (D-MA), referred to 
subcommittee on Administrative 
Law of House Judiciary Committee 
(202) 225-574 L 

H.R. 435. to amend the IRS Code 
to provide income tax relief for fami- 
lies. Sec. 30A(a) states, "In the case 
of an eligible individual, there shall 
be allowed as a credit against the tax 
imposed by this chapter and chapter 
21 for the taxable year an amount 
equal to $600 multiplied by the num- 
bei- of qualifying children of the tax- 
payer who have not attained the age 
of 19..." Introduced by Rep. Frank 
Wolf iR-VA). referred to Committee 
on Wavs and Means (202) 225-3625. 



Letters to the Editor 



Editor: 

This letter is long overdue. Last 
year, in March 1992, I received a 
"Best in Media" award from the CRC 
for an article entitled "Not Mothers' 
Rights or Fathers Rights'.. .but Fami- 
ly Rights" that appeared in the 
American Bar Association's Family 
Advocate magazine. 

As I drove along the Pennsylva- 
nia turnpike on my way to Washing- 
ton to receive the award, I wondered 
what to expect. I had never attended 
a CRC conference or function. I knew 
of the organization through printed 
matenal only. I wondered about the 
personality of the group, the quality 
of the workshops, the way in which 
printed material would transfer to 
meeting actual people. I was pre- 
pared for any scenario. 

From the moment I walked into 
the first reception at the CRC confer- 
ence, I was warmly greeted and 
received. I found out that my words 
had travelled from person to person: 
sometimes used in a lawyer's office, 
sometimes sent to an ex-spouse who 
wouldn't budge on a sole custody 
stance, sometimes used as solace to 
get through a tough time. What I 
thought was my own personal 
catharsis involving the agony and tri- 
umph of a custody situation turned 
into an article that travelled 
throughout the country on its own. 
proving to me that my emotions, 
thoughts, trials and tribulations 
were felt on a universal basis. 

Following the warmth of that 



opening night were workshops, semi- 
nars, speakers and fellowship that 
introduced me to the commitment 
and caring of the CRC, an organiza- 
tion that is putting its heart and 
mind and soul into improving the 
lives of families in this countiy today. 

An award from such a respected 
organization is a "boon" to a writer's 
career and credentials, and I am late 
in expressing my thanks to the CRC 
in honoring my work. Mention of the 
award and its appearance on my 
resume have been very helpful as I 
continue to write and research in the 
area of family rights and the work- 
place. 

But more importantly, in addi- 
tion to giving me "outward" recogni- 
tion, the CRC's "Best in Media" 
award has given me. through th'e 
commitment of its members, the 
courage and the grounds to keep 
writing and speaking out for a com- 
mon cause — family rights. 

Thanks. CRC. You let me know- 
that words from the privacy of the 
soul can have an effect in the lives of 
our children. 

— Kathi-yn Gibson, 

Pittsburgh, PA. 

Ed's note: The article that won a 
CRC "Best in Media" award in 1992 
told how Ms. Gibson could have gone 
for sole custody and won, but decided 
it would be in her daughter's and 
son's best interests to have joint cus- 
tody (shared parenting) of the chil- 
dren's two parents. 



CRC's Eighth National Conference will take place in 
April, 1994 in Washington DC. The exact date 
will be announced later. 



The features "Around the Country" and "Chapter 
News" do not appear in this issue. They will resume 
with our next issue, the Summer 1993 "Speak Out for 
Children." 
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The first knoxvn case brought 
under 18 U.S. Code 228 has been 
dismissed by a U.S. District 
Cou . in Alabama, because it was 
brought as a civil suit on behalf 
of a custodial mother in Alabama 
against a custodial father in Illi- 
nois. CRC of Virginia, Richmond 
chapter, was asked to file an ami- 
cus curaie ("friend of the 'fcourt") 
brief by Donna Robbins, the sis- 
ter of the father in the case, 
Danny Dickens. The brief was 
written by Murray Steinberg and 
Stuart Miller of the CRC Chapter 
in Richmond. The receipt of the 
CRC brief prompted District 
Court Judge William Acker of 
Alabama, who was presiding over 
the case, to order the TJ.S. Justice 
Department to submit a brief on 
behalf of the U.S. Government. 
The Justice Department did so, 
agreeing with CRC that 18 U.S. 
Code is criminal, not civil, and 
must be filed by a U.S. attorney, 
not a private attorney. The case 
was then dismissed. For further 
information contact CRC of Vir- 
ginia, Richmond chapter, at (804) 
740-9889, or see "Speak Out for 
Children", Winter 1992/93. 



Funding Pursued 
for Commission 

Efforts are continuing to be made 
to obtain $2 million in Congressional 
funding for the national Commission 
on Child and Family Welfare, which 
would have a special emphasis on 
child access (visitation). 

The commission is part of Public 
Law 102-521 (the Hyde/Shelby bill), 
passed unanimously by Congress in 
October, 1992. 

The law, also known as 18 U.S. 
Code 228, makes it a federal crime to 
flee across state lines to "willfully" 
avoid payment of financial child sup- 
port. 

Under Congress's two-step 
process, the authorization for the com- 
mission must now await Congression- 
al funding. 

Members of the commission 
would not be appoir.ted until after the 
fianding is approved. 

Previously, CRC and its support- 
ers requested that members of Con- 
gress ask Donna Shalala, Secretary of 
the U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services (HHS), which would 
administer the Commission, to 
include a recommendation for $2 mil- 
lion for the Commission in the Presi- 
dent's budget. 

The. President's budget would 
have to be approved by Congress. 

Under budget procedures, a rec- 
ommendation by the President for 
funding for the Commission would 
make it easier for funding to sail 
through Congress, although Congress 
has authority to initiate a proposal for 
the funding on its own. 

CRC appreciates the fact that the 
following members of Congress wrote 
to Secretary Shalala, urging the rec- 
ommended $2 million funding; 

* Senator Herbert Kohl (D-WI), 
who convinced Congress to authorize 
the Commission as part of the 
Hyde/Shelby bill; 

* Representative Steny Hoj'er (D- 
MD). fourth ranking Democrat in the 
House; 

* Walter R. Tucker (D-CA), whose 
staffer, Kim Shearin, was Senator 



Kohl's key staffer handling the autho- 
rization for the Commission, before 
she accepted a position with Rep. 
Tucker in early 1993; 

* Senator Dennis DeConcini (D- 
AZ), an advisor to CRC. 

It is not yet known whether the 
funding will be recommended by Pres- 
ident Clinton, or approved by Con- 
gress. 

Supporters of CRC are urged to 
wnte to their Senators and Represen- 
tatives as soon as possible, urging 
that Congress provide the $2 million 
funding for the commission. 

If fiinded, the Commission would 
consist of 15 commissioners, who 
would be named according to a proce- 
dure set forth in the bill's authoriza- 
tion (for further information, see 
"Speak Out for Children," Fall, 1992 
and Winter 1992-1993 issues).. 

Child Support Provisions 

The new law, 18 U.S. Code 228, 
makes clear that a person must "will- 
fully fail to pay child support and be 
more than one year and more than 
$5,000 in arrearages, to be guilty of a 
criminal offense. The first conviction 
would result in a fine and six months 
imprisonment or both, and subse- 
quent convictions could result in a 
fine and up to 2 years in prison. The 
court would also be ordered to require 
payment of the outstanding child sup- 
port obligation. 
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These are three of the many books available to you. 
For information,write to 
CRC Books, P.O. Box 5568, 
Friendship Station, Washington, D.C. 20016 
Non-members, enclose $1.00 for catalog. 
Membership in CRC is $35.00 




Inside CRC 



Parent 

i^Botk 

Parents 

Shai eo Paieniinq 
In The ^ 
21^^ Century 

Edited by David L. Levy 



CRC's first book, "The Best Par- 
tMit is Both Parents: A Guide to 
Shared Parenting in the 21st Centu- 
\y." has been pubHshed! 

Copies of the book wei-e available 
at CRC's Seventh National Confer- 
enee held on April 28-May 2. 1993, 
(More news about the eonfei'ence will 
appear in the Summer. 1993 issue of 
"Speak Out foi- Children,") 

The publisher of the book is 
Hampton Roads Publishing Company 
In Norfolk. Virginia, a nationally 
known publishei-. 

The trade paperback book, ISBN 
1-878901-56-7. about 160 pages, is 
now available in bookstores. 

Although you could order a copy 
of the book from CRC or from the pub- 
lisher, we prefer that you oi-der a copy 
from your local bookstore. The advan- 
tages of oi'dei'ing fi'oni youi" bookstoi'c 
are: 

■ the price of the book is the same 
($9.95 1, but you will save shipping 
chai'ges: 

oi'dering from a bookstore aleils 



the bookstore to 
the fact that 
there is interest 
in this book. The 
bookstore will 
almost surely not 
bother to order 
just one copy for 
you, but will 
order 5 or 10 
copies or more. 

* having 
those extra copies 
on the book- 
shelves will 
attract other 
potential book 
buyers who are 
browsing in the 
stores. 

CRC is not 
interested so 
much in royalties 
from the book 
(although they 
ai'e welcome) as 
in getting our — 
and your ideas — 
out to a wider audience. 

Even if people don't buy the book, 
many of them will see the title "The 
Best Parent is Both Parents" on the 
bookshelves, and, we hope, be affected 
positively by tho.se words. 

The CRC book, an update of sev- 
eral CRC reports, contains substan- 
tial new information, and has been 
two years in the making. "We hope to 
reach a market for CRC's ideas that 
has to date been untapped," said CRC 
Pi'esident David L. Levy, the editor of 
the bonk. 

Contributoi'S to the book include 
CRC wi'iters and researchei's Anna 
Keller and Elliott H. Diamond, as 
well as Elizabeth McGonagle, origi- 
nator of the "Banana Splits" school- 
based program in upstate New York. 
Please telephone bookstores and ask 
them to cany the CRC book. Thank 
you. 

Activities of Members 
Leave Donations Needed 



A member of CRC who is 
involved in a case of possibly far- 
reaching national importance for 
issues of interest to CRC members, 
has also qualified for the federal 
leave transfer progi'am. Donations of 
leave from CRC members, their 
friends or family members who are 
employees of the federal government 
would be greatly appreciated. Please 
phone or write CRC for a copy of 
form you can fill out and submit to 
your government agency. 

Psychologist Available for 
Expert Testimony 

Dr. Israel Lichtenstein, Ed.D., 
licensed clinical psychologist, 
researcher and CRC member, has 
published materials on joint custody, 
and has appeared in many court 
cases as an expert witness on joint 
custody. He helped write the Ohio 
joint custody bill (Senate Bill 3) that 
allowed judges to award joint custody 
over the objections of a parent. He 
may be reached at Marriage and 
Divorce Counseling Center, 2100 
Auburn Ave.. Cincinnati, OH 45219. 
phone (513) 651-9994. 

Intellectual Property 
Services 

Charlie Ruggiero, who obtained 
ti'ademark protection for CRC, is a 
specialist in trademark, patent, copy- 
I'ight. and licensing law. He recently 
joined as a partner the law firm of 
Ailes. Ohlandt and Greeley, 6 Land- 
mark Square. Suite 604. Stamford. 
(T. 06901. telephone (203) 327-6067, 

Computer Technlogy 
Services 

Steve Chan, who has helped 
CRC with its computer system, is 
knowledgeable in computer technolo- 
g>'. and has also sen-ed as an expert 
witness in computer procurement 
cases on the federal le\el. Mi'. Chan 
is at Uniprime Systems. Inc.. 
P.O.Box 3247. Baltimore, MD. 
21228, phone (410) 747-7510. 
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mportant Talking points for Cliildren's Advocates 



Facts Affecting Children 

CRC favors greater efforts at 
family formation and family preser- 
vation, but if families break up (or 
are never formed), CRC works to 
assure a child the two parents and 
extended family the child would nor- 
mally have had during the marriage. 

Advocates for stronger families 
often need facts at their fingertips, to 
help convince policymakers, judges, 
newspaper editors and others of the 
seriousness of the situation affecting 
children today — and the best ways to 
help children. 

Facts such as these can be impor- 
tant when you write a letter to the 
editor or to elected public officials, 
testify before a committee or commis- 
sion, or network with other organiza- 
tions. 

We are starting this new column, 
called "Facts Affecting Children," 
which will periodically provide 
results from research for quick and 
easy reference. 

Always cite the source of your 
facts. Even if the hearer does not 
check the citation, the fact that you 
cited a source lends credibility to 
what you say. 

Please credit the source of the 
research, and add: "As cited in 'Speak 
Out for Children,' Spring, 1993 issue, 
published by the Children's Rights 
Council, Washington, D.C. 

Children of Single- 
Parent Households 

Psychological and 
Emotional Effects 

Psychiatric Diaordera 
A Finnish study of more than 
12,000 children showed that children 
from single parent homes were at 
significantly gi'eater risk from most 
psychiatric disorders than children 
from intact homes. Boys were 3 
times more likely to be disturbed, 
girls 4 times more likely. 

The study also supports previous 
findings of other international stud- 
ios - when illegitimate children arc 



compared to children of divorce, the 
illegitimate children are worse off 
mentally and physically than the 
children of divorce. 

(Source: Irma Moilanen and 
Paula Rantakallio, "The Single Par- 
ent Family and the Child's Mental 
Health." Social Science Medicine- 
1988: pages 181-186). 

Children of Divorce, Ten Years Later 
The ten year follow-up of the 
famous Wallerstein and Kelly study 
of 16 girls and 22 boys, most between 
6 and 8 years old at the time of 
divorce, finds negative feelings 
regarding parents' divorce a decade 
later. 

One half of the boys, and one 
quarter of the girls were judged to be 
"poorly adjusted and at high risk." 

(Source: Judith S. Wallerstein, 
"Children of Divorce: Report of a 
Ten-Year Follow-up of Early Laten- 
cy-Age Children." American Journal 
of Orthopsychiatry, 57, No. 2 (April 
1987), pp. 199-211. 

The Long-Term Effects 
of Divorce on Children 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln 
sociologists Paul R. Amato and Bruce 
Keith analyzed findings of 37 studies 
of more than 81,000 individuals and 
discovered a pattern that suggests 
parental divorce (or permanent sepa- 
ration) has broad negative conse- 
quences for quality of life in adult- 
hood, including more depression, low 
life satisfaction, low marital quality, 
low educational attainment, low 
income, low occupational prestige, 
more health problems and more 
intergenerational transmission of 
divorce. 

(Source: Paul R. Amato and 
Bruce Keith, "Parental Divorce and 
Adult Well-Being: A Meta-analysis", 
Journal of Mamage and the Family 
53, 1991, 43-58). 

/ ychiatric Involvement 
Researchers Nicholas Zill and 
Carolyn C. Rogei's noted the increase 
in toon psychotherapy, especially 



those from single-parent and step- 
families: 

.1. In the late 1960's - 6 7c of ado- 
lescents (ages 12-16) received help. 
However, in 1981 - 9 % of the same 
age group received help; 

2. In mother-only families, in the 
late 1960's - 9% received help, and in 
1981, 15% received help. 

3. In mother/stepfather families, 
in the late 1960's, 7% received help, 
but in 1981, the figure was 14%. 

(Source: Nicholas Zill and Car- 
olyn C. Rogers, "Recent Trends in the 
Well-Being of Children in the United 
States and Their Implications on 
Public Policy," appearing in The 
Changing American Family and 
Public Policy, ed. Andrew J. Cherlin 
(Washington: Urban Institute, 1988) 
pp. 90-91. 

Crime 

Delinquents and Single 
Parent Homes 

The U.S. Dept. of Justice sur^.'ey 
on young people in state-operated 
juvenile institutions found that 907r 
were males, 409f were held for vio- 
lent offenses, 70% did not live with 
both parents while growing up, and 
547f lived primarily in single-parent 
families. 

(Source: Allen J. Beck and Susan 
A. Kline, "Survey of Youth in Cus- 
tody, 1987", U.S. Department of Jus- 
tice, Bureau of Justice Statistics, 
Special Report. (September 1988), pp. 
1-2). 

Family Background of Rapists 
A study of 108 violent rapists, all 
repeat offenders, found that among 
the four types of rapists, the follow- 
ing came from single parent homes: 
607f of the "sadistics" (more aggres- 
sive and more deviant sexual activi- 
ty), 697f of "exploitatives" (most anti- 
social behavior in adolescence and 
adulthood), 80% of those motivated 
by "displaced anger", and 40% of the 
"compensatories" (least violent 
rapists). Over-all, men raised in sin- 
gle-parent homes were over-repre- 
sented as rapists in this study. 
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High rates of foster care, neglect, 
and sexual deviation in the rapists' 
families were also characteristic of 
the individuals in this sample. 

(Source: Raymond A. Knight and 
Robert A. Prentky, "The Develop- 
ment of Antecedents and Adult 
Adaptations of Rapist Subtypes", 
Criminal Justice and Behavior, Vol. 
14, December, 1987: 403-426. 

Education 

Academic Difficulties 

Studies at Princeton and Johns 
Hopkins University on tlie relation- 
ship between family structure and 
academic achievement, 

Growing up in a single-parent or 
stepparent family has negative conse- 
quences for grade-point average, 
attendance, student's college expecta- 
tions and educational attainment. 

Children from non-intact famili' s 
report lower educational expectations 
on the part of their parents, less mon- 
itoring of school work by mothers and 
fathers, and less over-all supervision 
of social activities than children from 
intact families. 

The study concluded that 
"strength of attachment between pai*- 
ent and child may be important type 
of social capital essential to success in 
school." 

(Source: Nan Marie Astore and 
Sara S. McLanahan, "Family Struc- 
ture, Parental Practices and High 
School Completion". American Socio- 



logical Review 56 (1991): 309-320. 

Divorce and Failure 
A University of Georgia study of 
58 adolescents, ages 12 to 14 (30 from 
intact families and 28 from parents 
who went through divorce vdthin the 
past year). Those from divorced fami- 
lies had greater difficulties, both aca- 
demically and socially, than their 
intact family countei-parts. 

(Source: Rex Forehand, Kenneth 
Middleton, and Nicholas Long, "Ado- 
lescent Functioning as a Conse- 
quence of Recent Parental Divorce 
and the Parent-Adolescent Relation- 
ship", Journal of Applied Develop- 
mental Psychology 8 (1987): 305-315. 

Suicide 

Absent or Unavailable Fathers and 
Suicidal Daughters 
This in-depth analysis of eight 
women suicides found strong influ- 
ences were exerted by mothers cou- 
pled with a lack of involvement of the 
fathers or early loss of the fathers. 

Source: Lynda W. Warren and C. 
Tomlinson-Keasy, "The Context of 
Suicide", American Journal of 
Orthopsychiatry, 57, No. 1, Januai-y, 
1987, p. 41-48. 

Teen Sex 

Teen Sex in the Single-Parent Home 
University of North Carolina and 
Planned Parenthood study of more 
than 1,100 junior high students 



found that; 

Daughters in mother-only homes 
were much more likely to engage in 
premarital sex than daughters in 
two-parent homes 

(Source: Susan Newcomer and J. 
Richard Udry, "Parental Marital Sta- 
tus Effects on Adolescent Sexual 
Behavior". Journal of Marriage and 
the Family, 49, No. 2 (May 1987), pp. 
235-240. 

Other Problems 

The Troubled ChiLlren of Divorce 
This study of 170 children (from 

ages 6 to 17) with divorced parents 

(average of 1-1/2 years since the 

divorce) found that: 

1/4 blamed themselves for their 

parents' divorce and suffered low-self 

esteem; 

1/4 harbored illusory hopes that 
"once my parents realize how much I 
want them to, they'll live together 
again"; 

1/2 blamed fathers for conflict in 
the family; 

54% said they regard their par- 
ents' divorce as a source of potential 
embarrassment. 

(Source: Berthold Berg and 
Lawrence A. Kurdek, "Children's 
Beliefs About Parental Divorce Scale: 
Psychometric Characteristics and 
Concurrent Validity" Journal of Con- 
sulting and Clinical Psychology. 55 
(October 1987) pp. 712-718. 



Announcements 



National Congress for Men and Children 

The National Congress for Men and Children (NCMCi will 
hold its annual conference on October 14-17, 1993 at the Civic 
Onter Hot'^1 in Kansas City. Missouri. A talk will be given hy 
Di-. Stanley Clawai-, co-authoi- of "Children Held Hostage," a book 
recommended by the American Bar Association on parental 
brainwashing of children. Other speakers include Dr. Ralph 
Undei-wager and Judge James Beasely. The cost for the conven- 
tion is $150 if paid by July 1, 1993— phone (913) 432-3875. The 
hotel is at (913) ;M2-6919. 

Mothers Without Custody 

Mothers Without Custody (MW/OC), a national organization 
with chapters in more than 20 states representing 2,000,000 non- 
custodial mothers, will hold its 12th annual conference October 
1-3. 1993 at the Rolling Meadows Holiday Inn. just north of 



Chicago, IL. The theme of the conference is "Creating Solutions 
for Loving and Living." Speakers will include Geoffrey Grief, 
author of the book entitled "Mothers Without Custody". The cost 
is $85.00, including lunch and two receptions. For infonnation. 
contact Mary McDonald (703) 257-7641. 

National Council on Family Relations 

The National Council on Family Relations (NCFR), a multi- 
disciplinary family organization with 4,000 members, will hold 
it-s 55th annual conference November 10-15, 1993 at the Hyatt 
Regency Hotel in Baltimoi-e, Maryland. The conference theme is 
"Moral Discourse on Families." Speakers will include Andre 
Hillingsley, Gene Bethke Eishtain, and Susan Moller Okin. The 
cost is $120.00 for members, and $190.00 for non-members. 
Membership costs $195 including the conference. For informa- 
tion, contact NCFR at (612i 781 -9331, and a.sk for Cindy Wintt-r. 
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The Published 
Views of Hillary 
Rodham Clinton 
on Children 

The writings and policy positions 
of Hillary Rodham Clinton, the wife 
of President Clinton, are of impor- 
tance because of her role in the Clin- 
ton Administration, and her long 
involvement in children's issues. To 
acquaint our readers with the context 
in which she made known her views, 
we here reproduce with permission 
excerpts from several legal articles 
she wrote, as originally reproduced in 
the Washington Post, August 24, 
1992. CRC would like to point out 
that Mrs. Clinton's legal arguments 
could be used either to enhance the 
two-parent family or to weaken the 
two-parent family, possibly at the dis- 
cretion of the child. 

From "Children Under 
the Law" 

The phi-a£e "children's rights" is a slo- 
gan in search of definition. Invoked to sup- 
port such dispai-ate causes as world peace, 
constitutional guarsintees for delinquents, 
affection for infsints, and lowering the vot- 
ing age, it does not yet reflect any coherent 
doctrine regarding the status of children as 
political beings. 

Asserting that children are entitled to 
rights and enumerating their needs does 
not clarify the difficult issues surrounding 
children's legal status. These issues of fam- 
ily autonomy and privacy, state responsi- 
bility, and children's independence are 
complex, but they determine how children 
are treated by the nation's legislatures, 
cxmrts and administrative agencies. 

This paper briefly sets out the legal 
conception of children's status underlying 
American public policy and case law, and 
suggests various ways in which this con- 
ception needs major revision. There are 
important new themes emerging in the 
interpretation of children's status under 
the law, and several new directions which 
future litigation and legislation in the 
interest of children might take. Of paiiicu- 
lar interest is the trend toward recognizing 
children's need and interests as rights 
under the law... 



Claims of Right 

The basic rationale for depriving peo- 
ple of rights in a dependency relationship 
is that certain individuals are incapable 
or undeserving of the right to take care of 
themselves and consequently need social 
institutions specifically designed to safe- 
guard their position. 

It is presumed that under the cir- 
cumstances society is doing what is best 
for the individuals. Along with the family, 
past and present examples of such 
an-angements include marriage, slavery, 
and the Indian reservation system. The 
relative powerlessness of children makes 
them uniquely vulnerable to this ratio- 
nale. Except for the institutionalized, who 
live in a state of enforced childishness, no 
other group is so totally dependent for its 




well-being on 
choices made 
by others... 

Obvious- 
ly this depen- 
dency can be 
explained to 
a significant 
degree by the 
physical, 
intellectual, 
and psycho- 



Hillary Rodham Clinton logical inca- 
pacities of 

(some) children which render them weak- 
er than (some) older persons. But the phe- 
nomenon must also be seen as part of the 
organization and ideology of the political 
system itself 

Lacking even the basic power to vote, 
children are not able to exercise normal 
constituency powers, articulating self- 
interests to politicians working toward 
specific goals. Young children in particu- 
lar are probably not capable of organizing 
themselves into a political group: they 
must always be represented either by 
their parents or by established govern- 
mental or community groups organized to 
lobby, litigate, and exhort on their behalf 

The causes of younger children have 
not fared well, partly because these repre- 
sentatives have loyalties diluted by con- 
flicts between children's rights and their 
own institutional and professional goals. 

Older children have organized them- 
selves politically with some success, espe- 
cially on the issues of the eighteen-year- 
old vote, civil liberties of school students, 
and anti-war activities, but they too have 
relied heavily on the suppoil of adults. 

"Suceessful" refoiTns on behalf of chil- 
dren — the establishment of juvenile 
courts, the institution of public sch(M)ling, 



the passage of child labor — ^were effected 
only after vigorous political struggles. 

While these legal reforms may now 
seem, in the light of revisionist histories, 
to have been catalyzed by questionable 
motives, they did give children certain 
legally enforceable rights not previously 
held. Moreover, these reforms signalled 
some change in general public attitudes 
about children.... 

As stated earlier, claims of rights for 
children fall into two broad categorical 
claims that the rights which adults enjoy 
be granted to children, and claims that 
the special needs and interests of children 
be recognized as rights. Legislation grant- 
ing rights to either category probably is 
preferable to judicial opinions decreeing 
them, but both governmental branches 
should be pressed to reexamine and 
revise children's status under the law. 
Legal positions will contribute to a new 
social attitude toward children's rights.... 

(mm the Harvard Educational Review. 43:4. 1974 

From 'Children's Rights: 
A Legal Perspective* 

Several years ago I wrote an article 
in which I stated that "The Phrase 'chil- 
dren's rights' is a slogan in search of a 
definition." Although that search is still 
continuing, there has been significant 
progress in our efforts to define and 
achieve children's rights. I would like to 
discuss several aspects of that search and 
to raise questions about the future of the 
children's rights movement 

In the field of children's rights, we 
are not dealing primarily with existing 
legal rights but with children's needs and 
interests and attempts to transform these 
into enforceable rights. We are talking 
about everything from compulsory school 
attendance to driving privileges to nur- 
turing requirements. 

Children's rights refer to a series of 
relations. This is not unusual, for in the 
law we often discuss a person's legal posi- 
tion vis-a-vis a certain set of circum- 
stances. One has certain legal rights as a 
citizen, as an employee, as an heir, as a 
criminal defendant, and in other rules 
within society. Let us think about chil- 
dren's rights in relation to the situation 
out of which they come, or against which 
they must be exercised. Children's rela- 
tions fall within four broad categories of 
relations, which suggest certain rights: 

1. Children's rights in relation to 

the family 

2. The rights of children without 

families. 
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Hillary Clinton's views (continued), 

3. Children's rights in juvenile 

-oriented institutions 

4. Children's rights in society 

Children's Rights in Family 
State Intervention 

The first subissue concerns the situa- 
tions in which family breakdown necessi- 
tates state intervention, either in response 
to voluntary requests for assistance by the 
family or decisions by government repre- 
sentatives to intei-vene between a family 
and a child. 

Through child abuse and neglect 
statutes, society has attempted to define 
the occasions when intervention may occur 
under the authority given the state to 
respond to parental requests for interven- 
tion as when a parent tries to turn a child 
over to an institution or request assistance 
in raising a child because of the child's 
alleged incorrigibility. 

The guiding principle by which deci- 
sions in this area are to be measured is the 
"best interests of the child." But there is 
extraordinarily flexibility inherent in this 
concept and the discretion afforded to any 
decision-maker authorized to enforce it. 
Although the imprecision of our under- 
stEuiding of humEtn behavior and of the tools 
we possess for intervening in families in 
trouble requires considerable flexibility, the 
main complaints that have arisen against 
the state's exercise of its intervening powers 
are that the authority has been abused. 

All too often intervention in those fami- 
lies that are most vulnerable to state con- 
trol, such as the poor or unconventional or 
ethnic and racied minorities, occurs princi- 
pedly because of the family's powerlessness 
rather than because of their needs. 

This and other indictments of interven- 
tions are all too tme. However, they must 
be bedanced against the fact that too' often, 
on occasions when intervention is neces- 
s£iry, it does not occur because of the deci- 
sion maker's extreme reluctance to inter- 
rupt family life. 

What is needed is a theory that ade- 
quately explains the state's appropriate 
role in child rearing and provides suffi- 
cient checks to the exercise of discretion to 
ensure that authority is exercised only in 
warranted cases. 

The law, unfortunately, is not an 
exact science and regardless of how care- 
ful one tries to be, mistakes will still be 
made. 

That is, 1 submit, a risk or cost we 
have to accept until we develop a family 
policy in this country that provides stig- 
ma-free assistance to fiimilies in trouble 



before their problems reach the extreme 
point of requiring wholesale intervention. 

Although it is not a good analogy, one 
might liken the state's intervention in con- 
ditions of extremity with the state's power 
to condemn, develop a public policy on pri- 
vate property that would permit limited 
state intervention in the use of that prop- 
erty. For example, zoning restrictions and 
scenic easements are relatively new fea- 
tures of property law.... 

Now you might ask. What does all 
this have to do with children's rights? 1 
believe that when we speak about the 
rights of children in relation to their fauni- 
lies under conditions of family failures, we 
are really talking about the needs of chil- 
dren to be cared for in order for their own 
families to function successfully. 

If those needs are not met, many of 
the rights later available to the children 
will be exercised ineffectively or not at all. 
Unless we have a family policy in this 
country, then whatever we do on behalf of 
children in relation to their families will 
continue to be band-aid medicine, lacking 
clear objectives and subject to great 
abuse.... 

Independent Decisions 
by Children 

The second subissue is whether and 
to what extent children have a right to 
make decisions that conflict with the deci- 
sions that their parents or other 
guardians wish made. Disagreements 
between children and their parents are a 
common occurrence and usually do not 
rise to the level of a legal question. How- 
ever, several such disagreements have 
reached the courts, and a body of case law 
has developed around them.... 

Because children now remain in the 
family for longer periods, during which 
they are still dependent but becoming 
more and more adult, the opportunities 
for intrafamily disputes have increased 
dramatically. The fears that many people 
have about the formulation of a family 
policy or a law of children's rights arise 
from their concern about increasing gov- 
ernment control over such intrafamily 
disputes. 

A letter sent out several years ago 
about the Child and Family Development 
Act urged persons to oppose the proposed 
bill because it would, according to the 
writers, allow children to take parents to 
court if they were ordered to take out the 
garbage. Family disagreements that 
result in legal battles are, of course, of a 
more serious nature. There are, for 
instance, a line of cases in which a child 
either wished or required a certain med- 



ical procedure that his or her parents 
lefused to provide. 

In some case, the disagreement was 
between the child and his or her parents 
and in others between the parents and 
medical experts. In both types of cases, 
the state often enforced a child's right to 
receive necessary care.... 

Even among persons in the children's 
rights movement, there is a concern that 
extending rights to children against their 
parents is too difficult to control, and in 
all but the most extreme cases such ques- 
tions should be resolved by the families, 
not the court. 

I prefer that intervention into an 
ongoing family be limited to decisions 
that could have long-term and possibly 
irreparable effects if they were not 
resolved. Decisions about motherhood 
and abortion, schooling, cosmetic surgery, 
treatment of venereal disease, or employ- 
ment, and others where the decision or 
lack of one will significantly affect the 
child's future should not be made unilater- 
ally by parents. Children should have a 
right to be permitted to decide their own 
future if they are competent... /rom the 

Tcachi-rii College Press, 1979 

From "Children's Policies: 
Abandonment and Neglect" 

Reviewing a book about children for 
a law journal is like talking to W.C. 
Fields about thfe subject: one senses that 
the audience is not enthralled. By and 
large, the legal profession considers chil- 
dren — when it considers them at all — as 
object of domestic relations and inheri- 
tance laws or as victims of the cycle of 
neglect, abuse, and delinquency. Yet the 
law's treatment of children is undergoing 
great challenge and change. Presump- 
tions about children's capacities are being 
rebutted: the legal rights of children are 
being expanded. 

As the structure of family life and the 
role of children within it evolves, the law 
is likely to tecome ever more embroiled in 
social and psychological disputes about 
the proper relationship between govern- 
ment and family. The task for lawmakers 
will be to draw the line between public 
and private responsibility for children. 

The task will not be easy, for the ris- 
ing debate over public intervention in 
family life has been emotionally charged. 
To some extent this is unavoidable. The 
very questions being asked invite fear 
and confusion, since they touch deeply 
held and often conflicting convictions 
about family autonomy and childhood 
needs. 

Continued on page Id 
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In Congress 



Ford Resumes 
Chairmanship; 
CRC Represen- 
tatives Testify 

Harold H. Ford has resumed his 
position as chairman of the Human 
Resources Subcommittee of the Ways 
and Means Committee, the House of 
Representatives panel that handles 
financial child support legislation, as 
well as issues dealing with family 
formation and family preservation. 

Ford was barred under House 
rules from functioning as chairman 

■ for several 

y e a 1" s 
because he 
had been 
indicted on 
charges of 
bank fraud, 
mail fraud, 
and con- 
spii'acy. 

While 
the case 
pressed on 
in the courts, Thomas Downey (D- 
NY) became the acting chairman of 
the subcommittee. Under Downey's 
leadership, the subcommittee passed 
the 1988 Family Support Act, which 
tightened up on financial child sup- 
port, and also created the federal 
access visitation gi'ants to the states. 

Following Downey's defeat in the 
November, 1992 election, Robert 
Matsui (D-CA) became the acting 
chaiiTtian of the subcommittee. 

Ford's first trial in his home 
town of Memphis. Tennessee, ended 
in a hung jun', with black members 
of the jury voting for acquittal of 
Ford, who is al.so black, and white 
members of the juiy voting for con- 
viction. In a .second ti-ial held outside 
of Memphis, a juiy of 1 1 whites and 
one black voted to acc|uit Foi'd in 
April, U)9;5. 




i^hairman Ford 




Laurie Casey 



Representatives of CRC have 
testified various times before this 
important House subcommittee — 
twice during the months of March 
and April, 1993. 

In one session, March 30, 1993, 
in a joint hearing with the Commit- 
tee on Select Revenue Measures, 
headed by 
Rep. Charles 
Rangel (D- 
NY), Laurie 
Casey, a 
recently 
named poli- 
cy analyst 
for CRC, 
flew from 
her home 
in upstate 
New York 

to testify on behalf of CRC. Ms. 
Casey also represented Vemionters 
for Strong Families, a CRC-afiiliate 
organization, 

CRC Attacked 

Following Ms. Casey's prepared 
statement. Rep. Matsui, who was at 
that time the acting chairman, angii- 
ly said it was a gross misnomer for 
the Children's Rights Council to call 
itself a children's rights group, and 
that Ms. Casey was confusing the 
issues. 

In a subsequent sparring 
exchange of views, Ms. Casey made 
the following points: 

"only 19 percent of child sup- 
port collected on behalf of welfare 
recipient children actually reaches 
the children. The balance is retained 
by state and fedei-al governments as 
welfare reimbursements and incen- 
tives to collect support. The poorest 
of our poor, welfare recipient chil- 
dren, ai'e paying for the entire pro- 
gi'ani of child support collections." 

Ms. Casey said she had no objec- 
tion to reimbursement by the non- 
custodial pai-ents for what the states 
pay directly to the custodial parents 
for child support, but that if a non- 
custodial parent pays beyond that, 
the additional child support payment 



should go to the child, not to the 
state and federal government. 

In a follow-up letter to Rep. Mat- 
sui, Ms. Casey noted that the aver- 
age welfare gi-ant in the U.S. is $388, 
and the average child support pay- 
ment collected for one child is $219, 
but the state only forwards $50 as 
child support to the child's house- 
hold. The rest is retained for welfare 
reimbursement and incentives to col- 
lect support. 

In a welfare household with two 
children from two different parents, 
and both noncustodial parents are 
paying support, only one $50 check is 
"passed through" to the custodial 
household. 

Casey said she informed Matsui 
that his home state of California had 
made $88.5 million profit in 1991 
under this plan. 

All statistics cited by Casey come 
from the 16th annual Report to Con- 
gress by the Office of Child Support 
Enforcement, U.S. Health and 
Human Services. Copies of the 
Report may be ordered from HHS or 
from your member of Congi'ess. 

Schroeder Agrees with 
Casey 

Following Casey's testimony, an 
upstate New York newspaper, the 
Press-Republican, interviewed Rep. 
Pat Schroeder (D-CT), for a response 
to Casey's testimony. 

Schroeder conceded that the 
nationwide practice of the states tak- 
ing a portion of the child support 
check to pay the states a commission 
for collecting support is undesirable. 

But, Schroeder said, "what can 
we do as motivation for them (the 
states). I just don't know. States 
don't want to collect for other states, 
and they only want to collect support 
in-state, if they can get out of making 
AFDC (Aid to Families with Depen- 
dent Children) payments, but what 
other kind of club do we use?" 

Schroeder was also quoted in the 
Press-Republican as saying "each 
year we try to do more about child 
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support, and we think we have the 
answer, and then we find we don't. 
That is one thing that just totally 
frustrates me." 

Casey's answer, as quoted in the 
Press-Republican article April 16, 
1993, is that "Instead of being a ref- 
eree, the government should be a 
team player, which means that both 
parents are part of the team. Keep- 
ing both parents involved in their 
children's lives is the key to child 
support. Money alone is not the 
answer to our children's plight. The 
real question to be asking are those 
concerning how to ensure our chil- 
dren the emotional and financial 
support of two parents," 

Head of Household 
Treatment 

In her testimony on March 30, 
Casey also suggested that Congress 
should do away with the favored 
head of household filing status, and 
replace it with a single parent filing 
status, in order to encourage the 
sharing of the tax exemption for the 
child. 

Ms. Casey also testified about 
the Earned Income Tax Credit 
(EITC) which Congress is consider- 
ing increasing. This is a tax credit to 
working poor parents. Ms. Casey 
suggested that non-custodial pai'ents 
should share in any increase in that 
credit. This is because in the 1988 
Sur\'ey of Absent Parents Pilot Study 
(Urban Institute, Washington, D.C. 
1988), 40 percent of noncustodial 
parents were living below the pover- 
ty line. 

Ms. Casey also testified that if 
Congi'ess increases the child exemp- 
tion, now set at $2,300. it should con- 
sider enacting a shared dependency 
tax exemption in cases whore both 
parents are supporting the children. 
Under such a plan, both parents 
would share in the dependency 
exemption, unless a judge loilcs oth- 
emise. 

For many years, the non-custodi- 
al parent received the child exemp- 
tion. But in 1985, ('engross changed 
tho law so that the custodial parent 
would receive the exemption. Tho 
change was made as a rider to anoth- 



er bill, without any hearings. Under 
Casey's proposal, the exemption 
would be shared, unless a judge 
ruled otherwise. 

Since testifying before Congi'ess, 
Ms. Casey says media interest in her 
views have increased in the four 
states where she has media con- 
tacts — New York, Vermont, Con- 
necticut and Massachusetts. "Having 
testified at a Congressional hearing 
is giving me credibility as I talk 
about these issues." 

She said she gets media atten- 
tion especially when she talks about 
the welfare conspiracy against chil- 
dren, "by which I mean the proce- 
dure by which only $50 of child sup- 
port reimbursement for welfare pay- 
ments reaches the child." 

Casey is a custodial and noncus- 
todial parent. She is the mother of 14 
year old Thomas, and the stepparent 
of 1 1 year old Megan. 

Anyone wishing to assist Ms. 
Casey in tax policy issues may con- 
tact her at Post Office Box 81, Mori- 
ah Center, New York 12961, phone 
(518)942-3366. 

For a copy of her testimony, send 
10.00 to Ms. Casey for postage and 
handling, or write to the Human 
Resources Subcommittee, House 
Ways and Means, Washington, D.C. 
20515. 

Other Testimony 

CRC President David L. Levy 
testified at a hearing before the 
Human Resources Committee in 
March, 1993, 

Levy spoke in favor of measures 
to encourage family formation and 
family preservation, but in cases of 
divorce, he urged legislation that 
would ensure a child the two parents 
the child would normally have had 
during the marriage. 

This, Levy said, would produce 
bettei' parenting for children, as well 
as improved financial support. For a 
copy of Levy's statement to the sub- 
committee, and supporting materials, 
send $10.00 for postage and handling 
to CRC. 



New Senate 
Committee Head 

Senator Daniel Patrick Moyni- 
han (D-NY) was the chairman of the 
Social Security and Family Policy 
subcommittee of the Senate Finance 
Committee, the panel in the Senate 
that handles child support and other 
family legislation. When Senator 
Lloyd Bentsen left the chairmanship 
of the full Finance Committee to 
become Treasury Secretary in the 
Clinton Administration, Moynihan 
became the powerful chairman of the 
Finance Committee. 

Succeeding Moynihan as chair- 
man of the Social Security and Fami- 
ly Policy Committee is John Breaux 
(D-LA). The members of the subcom- 
mittee are Moynihan, Robert Dole 
(R-KS), and David Durenberger (R- 
MN). 

Directory of 
Organizations 

Copies of CRC's "Parenting Inter- 
national Directory," the fourth edi- 
tion of its directory, are still available 
in hard copy (updated annually) and 
on IBM 5 V4" and 3 V2" disks (updat- 
ed semi-annually). The cost is $12.00 
for either format for CRC members, 
and $15.00 for non-members. 

The directory can be a valuable 
resource in making referrals around 
the country to and from your organi- 
zation. 

Order your copy of the fourth edi- 
tion now from CRC. 

The fifth edition will be available 
in the summer of 1993. 



For a listing of 75 books, 
reports, and au(dio video 
tapes available in our 
"Catalog of Resources," write 
to CRC, 220 Eye Street N.E,, 

Washington, D.C, 20002. 
Non-members enclose $1 .00 
for the catalog. Thank you. 
Membership is $35,00 
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CRC Chapters 




Judith Bauenfeld 



The Stepfamily Association 
of America (SAA), the largest 
stepfamily organization in the 
United States, with more than 
65 chapters nationwide, has 
affiliated with the Children's 
Rights Council. 

The decision was made by 
the SAA Board at a meeting on 
April 24, 1993 in Pittsbiirgh. 

"CRC has an ability to 
bring diverse groups together 
towards common goals. We like that," said Judith L. 
Bauersfeld, Ph.D., president of SAA. 

"SAA and CRC have worked informally together for a 
few years, and we are delighted at that decision to affili- 
ate," said CRC President David L. Levy. 

SAA, which was founded in the early 1980's by Emi'y 
Visher, Ph.D., and John Visher, M.D., is dedicated to edu- 
cation and research around the issues related to stepfami- 
lies. 

SAA, which is headquartered in Lincoln, Nebraska, 
participated in the first press conference ever held on 
Capitol Hill by various organizations concerned with "bal- 
anced family law legislation." At the press conference, 
CRC,. SAA, Grandparents United for Children's Rights, 
and Mothers Without Custody, joined together in urging 
Congress to pass a balancing amendment to the 
Hyde/Shelby bill. A prpovision for a national commission 
on child welfare, including access/visitation, was subse- 
quently added to the bill (see article elsewhere in this 
issue). 

Levy announced that Bauersfeld has been named to 
CRC's Advisory Panel. 

Jennifer Isham, the president of Mothers Without 
Custody, and Ethel Dunn, executive director of Grandpar- 
ents United for Children's Rights, two other national 
organizations affiliated with CRC, are also members of 
the Advisory Panel. 

Levy also announced that CRC has accepted SAA's 
invitation to affiliate with SAA. Individuals wanting 
information on how to join SAA through CRC should con- 
tact the CRC office. 

State Chapter Developments 

Sheila Sands is CRC's new coordinator in Massachu- 
setts. Ms. Sands, who lives in West Springfield, Mass, is a 
marketing consultant, grandmother, and newly-elected 
public library trustee in West Springfield. Assistant co- 
ordinator in Massachusetts is Sue Parker, a stepmother 
and nurse in West Roxbury, near Boston. 

CRC seeks to form chapters throughout the country, 
in order to assist the citizens of each state with that 
state's unique laws. Custody reform is primarily handled 
on the state level, although Congress is entering the field 



more and more. If you are part of a national network, you 
v.ill generally get a better reception than a group that is 
limited to one state or community. 

Coordinators of our state chapters maintain contact 
by mail exchange and cross-coujitry telephone conference 
calls between the chapters and CRC national. In this way, 
chapters can benefit fi"om each other and do not have to 
constantly "re-invent the wheel". 

Chapters exist in 23 states. 

If you live in a state where there is a CRC chapter, we 
urge you to join the chapter. In this way, you will be net- 
working with a chapter and national CRC to reform cus- 
tody law and attitudes around the country. By becoming a 
member of the chapter, you also become a member of 
national CRC. 

If you would to learn if a chapter is forming in your 
state, write or call CRC. If you would like to form a chap- 
ter in your own state or community, write to CRC for our 
i\ffiliation Booklet. 

This 37-page booklet explains everything you want to 
know about affiliation. 

After reviewing the booklet, write to Eric Anderson of 
Texas, CRC chapter coordinator, for fiirther information. 
Eric's address is listed on page 19. 
Note: CRC's name is protected by federal trademark law. 

(Continued on Page 19) 
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A hundred years from now 
it will not matter 



what m\' bank account was, 
the sort of house 1 lived in, 
or the kind of car I drove. 
\[^\ But, the world may be different , 
because I was important 
^'"^^0^ ; in the life of a child. 

\:,''^ ■ 

Author Unknown 
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Media Contacts 

CRC's National office in Wash- 
ington, D.C. is fielding from 5 to 10 
media inquiries a week. Pi-ess people 
often ask for statistics and facts. 
Within the past few months, 
inquiries have come from as far away 
as the BBC and German TV. 

CRC representatives have 
appeared on TV and radio in various 
localities, including David Dinn, 
Indiana CRC coordinator, who 
appeared on a "Sally Jesse Raphael" 
segment in January, producing sev- 
eral hundred calls to CRC offices. 

CRC has also been quoted in var- 
ious print media recently, including a 
Knight-Ridder syndicated article. 
The Army Times, the Washington 
Times, the Philadelphia Inquirer, the 



Oriando (Fla.) Sentinel. 

Sonny Burmeister, head of the 
Georgia Council for Children's 
Rights, has been quoted in Time 
magazine, CBS radio, CNN, Christ- 
ian Broadcasting Network, and other 
media discussing domestic violence 
issues as they affect children and 
families. 

JefT Strang, a representative of 
Children's Rights Council of Illinois, 
appeared on the "Oprah Winfrey" 
show in January to discuss 
access/visitation interference. Strang 
said "you must love your children 
more than you hate the othei" 
spouse." 

Anna Keller, vice president of 
CRC; Burmeister; and Barbara 
Dafoe Whitehead appeared on the 
Family Law and Justice progi-am in 
April aired by attorney Louis Kiefer. 



The program, part of the newly 
formed America Talk syndication, 
was broadcast on radio stations in 
five states. 

David L. Levy appeared on the 
same station a week later. 

Ron Hoosier, a CRC activist liv- 
ing temporarily in California, 
appeared on a radio station in Sacra- 
mento, CA. to complain of access 
problems for children and parents in 
California. 

CRC was pleased to be listed as 
the supporting organization for a 
rally on Capitol Hill sponsored by the 
Child Welfare League of America on 
March 18. The CWLA is a large 
organization ($7 million annual bud- 
get) formed in 1920, that works on 
foster care and other child-related 
issues. 



Hillary Clinton 

Continued form page 12 

'There are as many policy propos- 
als as there are theories of child-rear- 
ing. Adults advance opinions about 
. public policy that they consider vali- 
dated by their own personal experi- 
ence as children. 

Professional surrogates for chil- 
dren claim to \,ant "everj'thing good 
for kids". The meandering road 
toward a comprehensive children's 
policy is paved with good intentions, 
most of them "as resis 
tant to translation into legislative pol- 
icy as (they are) unexceptionable." 

The difficulties in shaping chil- 
dren's policy stem not only from the 
sentiments that attach to the issues 
but also from a cultural reluctance to 
make children's needs a public 
responsibility. Politicians, not wishing 
to appear as advocates of interference 
with the family, balk at turning their 
Boys Town rhetoric into public com- 
mitments on any but the safest of 
issues. 

Besides, for most public officials 
the idea or a federal policy for chil- 
dren is alien. In a recent address to a 
conference I attended on children's 
needs, a United States senatoi- admit- 



ted he knew noth.' g about the subject 
and would have felt more comfortable 
discussing energy. Policymakers are 
simply not accustomed to thinking 
about children's needs in the same 



ways they think about missile devel- 
opment, dam construction or even old- 
age assistance. 

from Vnlcl-Xiir Jimnml. SliiT. 1977. 



In Need of Legal Help? 

If your case is on appeal, and involves a broad legal principle (such as 
joint custody/shared parenting, parental kidnapping, or the fairness of 
some domestic relations law or procedure), CRC may be able to file an 
amicus curiae (Friend of the Court) brief, as we have done in other state 
appeal court cases. 

If we win the case on behalf of a child, as we have won cases in New 
Jersey, Wisconsin, Ohio, and elsewhere, the case can sei-ve as precedent 
for other cases heard in that state, and elsewhere in the counti-y. 

We can only consider cases on appeal. We have been asked to enter 
cases at the trial level (which are not yet on appeal), but we regfret we do 
not yet have the resources to do this. 

Do you need legal help in a case? Is the case (or will it be) on appeal? 
Does the case have broad applicability? If the answer to three questions is 
yes, contact CRC. To increase your chances of winning on appeal, make 
certain that all constitutional arguments are raised in the lower court. 

Legal arguments appear in CRC Report No. L102A ("Joint Custody as 
a Child's Constitutional Right"). 

If a mental health professional or other expert has made a finding or 
statement that is helpful, let us know. 

An amicus curiae brief is not the main bi-ief in the case filed by you or 
your attorney: it is an exti'a brief filed by CRC to draw the court's atten- 
tion to the importance of this case, and its effect on children's rights. 

Attorneys for CRC are interested in handling these cases on a reason- 
able fee basis. As mentioned above, wo can only consider cases on appeal. 
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Court Cases 



Marital Fault Held Relevant 
to Custody Award 

A lower court should not have gi-anted physical custody of 
two children to an adulterous mother, the Mississippi Supreme 
Court has ruled. The parents were both found fit, and gi-anted 
joint legal custody. The Supreme Court said that, although mari- 
Uil fault should not be a sanction in deteiTnining custody, it wa.s a 
relevant factor to consider. The trial judge had attached "too 
much weight to difficulties that might be created by the father's 
work schedule, and too little to the mother's moral fitness," the 
Supreme Court said. 

Moak V. Moak: Miss SupCt., No. 91-CA-0465, 12/31/92 

Arbitration on Custody 
Disputes Not Binding 

An arbitration award of child custody is not binding in 
court, if one of the parties challenges the award as not being in 
the best interests of the children, according to the Pennsylvania 
Superior Court. The court agi-eed that state law favors private 
resolution of disputes. It noted that the parents agi-eed that the 
father would have custody, and that they also agi-eed that dis- 
putes not re.solved by mediation would be submitted to arbitra- 
tion. When the father sought child support, the mother submit- 
ted the cu.stody issue to mediation, and subsequently to arbitra- 
tion, where the decision went in favor of the mother getting cus- 
tody. The father refused to relinquish custody, and the mother 
sought to have the arbitrators' decision enforced as a court 
order. The Superior Court said that courts are not bound to con- 
firm the results of arbitration in custody cases, noting an ecrlier 
ruling that contracts as to the custody of minor children can 
always be set aside in the best interests of the child. However, 
the court also said that arbitration provisions of this nature are 
not contraPi' to public policy, and remanded the case for a deter- 
mination as to whether the arbitrators" decision should be 
enforced. 

(Miller (Detweilen v. Miller; Pa SuperCt., No. 40 Phil. 1992, 
2/19/93). 

Unproven Allegations of Child Abuse Ade- 
quate Basis for Visitation 
Restrictions 

A di\'<)ix'ed father could properly b€> restricted to supenised \isi- 
tation with his son, because of allegations that ho had sexually 
abused the child, even though the allegations had neither been 
proved nor dispi-oved, the New York Supreme Court mled. The 
Supreme Court dis.ser.ted from a raniment by the trial judge that. 
e\'en if there were a one in 10,000 chance that the abuse claim was 
true, she would not t;ike that chance with the child. Nevertheless, 
the .Supreme (^)Urt said restriction on the father's xisit-s was clearly 
in the child bi'st' s intei'est'^. As factors, it cited the serious nature of 
the allegation, the chilt' i age i3i. and the undisputed emotional dete- 
rioration ofthe child. 

(New York ex n>l. H.K. v. M.S.: NT AppDiv IstDept., NM,I Wl^V.h. 



Removal of Child Does not Pre-empt Need for 
Best Interests Analysis 

A father should not have been granted custody of his child 
merely because the mother \'iolated the court's orders, retained 
the child in Norway, and prevented the father from exercising 
\'isitation for more than two years, the Alaska Supreme Court 
held. A best interests analysis is an essential component to a 
custody determination, and is not pre-empted by a parent's non- 
cooperation, the Supreme Court said. The Supreme Court over- 
turned the custody award to the father, and remanded for a 
redeteiTTiination of custody based on a best interests analysis. 
Hakas v. Bergenthal; Alaska SupCt., No. 3907, 12/24/92 
( In the rehearing, CRC wonders if the "best interest" argu- 
ment was raised by citing the research regarding the greater 
risks that children face by being raised in single parent house- 
holds). 

Child Support Can't be Cut Because of New 
Business Launch 

A father who left a salaried position as a warehouse super- 
visor in the face of changed job conditions, cannot have his child 
support and maintenance obligations suspended because the 
new business he launched after leaWng is not expected to gener- 
ate any income in its early phase, according to the Wisconsin 
Court of Appeals, Second District. The issue for the court was ' 
whether the man left his warehouse supervisor job voluntarily. 
He was reassigned from first-shift to third-shift supervisor, told 
that advancement was improbable, and the position was sched- 
uled for elimination within two years. When he was offered a 
separation package, he terminated his employment and pur- 
chased a video rental franchise from which he did not expect to 
draw a salary until the business was nable. The Appeals Court 
said the man's decision to leave the first job, although "well- 
intended," was voluntary, adding that he could have started the 
new business while continuing in his existing employment.. 
Those who are obliged to pay support or maintenance have only 
a qualified, not an absolute, right to make career decisions that 
will diminish the income available to meet their obligations, the 
Appeals Court said. 

(Van OfTeren v. Van Offeren; Wis CtApp. 2dDist,, No. 92— 
0530, 12/30/92). 

These cases are summarized from Family Law Reporter, 
and appear here by permission of the publisher. The Bureau of 
National Affairs, Inc. 

The Gregory K case 

CRC had filed a friend of the court brief during the trial 
court hearing in that Florida case in 1992. Our brief did not 
argue wh(>re the 12 year old hoy (then known as Crogory K) 
should live, but only stated that a child should not have to bring 
a proceeding in his own name to terminate his parents parental 
rights. 

We had argued that adults — such as state ofiUials, or the 
foster parents who wanted to adopt the boy, should bring the 



Si'KAKOrrFouCnii.DiiHX Spriitf; 199'A 17 



proceedings. The mother whose rights were terminated in court 
has appealed the decision that allowed the adoption by the fos- 
ter parents, but CRC has not filed a friend of the court brief on 
appeal. 

After extensive discussions within CRC, and among our 
e.iapter coordinators, we have not reached consensus on 
whether a parental termination cane should be brought by the 
child in his or her own name. Thus, we have decided not to be 
involved on the appeal. 

We know this adoption is what the child wanted, and from 
having met George Russ, the adoptive father, wc believe that 
the boy — who changed his name to Shawn Russ — is in a good, 
safe home, the kind of home he has always wanted — and that 



evei-y child wants and should have. 

We wi.sh Shawn and his new family well. And yet we are 
still concerned that family preservation (parenti -.:) services 
were not provided to Shawn's natural family linclui ^ his two 
brothers I in Florida, so that the deterioration of Shawn's family 
life might have been prevented. And thus the family would have 
had a better shot at working out their problems. 

In Michigan's "Families First" program, social workers 
work intensively with families for 90 days to develop basic par- 
enting skills. Why does Michigan invest so much in this inten- 
si\'e program? Because the state knows that family break-up 
will he much more damaging to families, and more costly to the 
state. 



Thank You, Contributors! 

We wish to thank those who have joined, renewed their membership, conti-ibuted to CRC, or oi'dei-ed materials from CRC from 
January 1. 1993 through March 31. 1993 * Denotes life member of CRC (financial contributiori totaling $500 or more). 
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CRC Chapters 

( Continued from Page 15) 
National Affiliate Organizations 

Mothers Without Custody (MW/OC) 
P.O. Box 27418 
Houston. TX 77227-74 IK 
phone(7I3i84 0-1626 
Jennifer Ishani. president 

Grandparents United for Children's Rights 
(GUCR) 

1,'J7 Larkiii Street 
Madi.son. WI 5370.5 
phone 1608)238-8751 
Ethel Dunn, executive director 

Stepfamily Association of America (SAA) 

215 Centennial Mall South. Suite 212 

Lincoln, Nebraska 68505 

(402)477-7837 

Judith Bauersfeld, president 

CRC Chapters 

Alabama 

CRC of Alabama 
454 Morphy Avenue 
Fairhope, AL 36532 
E.D. Wiison. coordinator 

Alaska 

Alaska Dads and Moms 
2225 Arctic Boulevard. Ste 303 
Anchorage. Alaska 99503 
(907)274-7358 

Gary Maxwell, state coordmator 

Alaska Family Support Group 

P.O. Box 111691 

Anchorage. AK 9951 1-1691 

(907)344-7707 

Jim Amesen. president 

Second Wives and Children 

P.O. Box 875731 
Wasilla.AK 99687-5731 
(907)376-1445 
Tracy Driskill. president 

CRC of California 

and San Francisco chapter 
2547 Noriega Street. Suite .JS.i 
San Francisco. OA 94122 
(415)753-8315 

Lou Ann Bassan. .state ciK>rdinator 

CRC of California 

Sacramento chapter 
P.O. Box 60811 
Sacramento. CA 95860 
Patncia Gehlcn. chair 
(916)635-2590 

Colorado 

(.'RO of Colorado 
P O. Box 280084 
Lakew<x)d. CO 80228 
(303)980-6903 

Valerie 07..su, state coordinator 

Delaware 

CRC of nela«aro 

P.O. Box 182 

Bethel. Dt: 19931 

1,302)875-7353 

Hill Harrall, C(Kirdinat/'r 

(3t)2i7.34-H,V22 

James Morning, president 

Florida 

CKCofKlonda 

113 W. Tarn I„nkes Dnve 

lioynton Beuch, Florida 3343(i 

i4()7)39,'-)-5,'')12 

Pidtr Rlas.i. ciKirdiiintoi' 



Georgia 

CRC of Georgia 
P.O. Box 70486 
Marietta. GA 30007-0486 
(4041928-7110 

Sonny Burmeister. coordinator 

Illinois 

CRC of Illinois 

P.O. Box 786 

Pekin. IL 61555-0786 

(309)697-.3235 

Ann Danner, coordinator 

Indiana 

CRC of Indiana 

2B25 N. Meridian. Suite 202 

Indianapolis. IN 46208 

(317)925-5433 

David Dinn. coordinator 

Iowa 

Fathers for Equal Rights. Inc. 
3623 Douglas Avenue 
Des Moines. lA 50310 
15151 277-8789 
Dick Woods, coordinator 

Professionals Serving 

Custodial and Non-Custodial Parents 

(515)264-9511 

Eric Borseth. J.D. 

Kansas 

CRC of Kansas/Missouri 

55 16 Mission Road 

Fairway. KS 66205-2721 

(913)831-0190 

Roger I>)eren. coordinator 

Kentucky 

CRC of K. -itucky 
1645 Robin Road 
Owensboro. KY 43201 
1502)684-6100 
Tracy Cox. c(X)rdinator 

Maryland 

CRC of Maryland 

417 Pershing Drive 

Silver Spring. MD 20910-4254 

(301)588-0262 

Harvey Walden. coordinator 

Massachusetts 

Sheila Sands. coordinator(413) 737-4900 

Sue Parker (617) 323-6028. assistant coordinator 

Concerned Fathers of Massachusetts, Inc. 

P.O. Box 2768 

Springfield. 01 101-276,3 

1413) 736-7432 

Michigan 

CRC of Michigan 
P.O. Box 416 
LawUin. MI 49065-0416 
1616)247-5868 

Heather Rowlison, ccKirdinator 
New Jersey 

New Jersey Council for Children's Rights iNJCCR ) 

P.O. Box 615 

Wayne. NJ 07470-0615 

1201)694-9323 

Erich Stum, pre.sideni 

New York 

CRC of New York 
35 Front Street 
Binghaniton. NY 1390.") 
((i()7) 785-93.38 

Kim BiK'tlecker-Fri'V. i-oordinator 
Ohio 

9681 Harding Hwv E 
Galion.OH 448;f3 
1419)84.5-2572 
K:ithv Clark. OKirdiiiator 



Pennsylvania 

P.E.A.C.E. (Parents Equality and Children's Equali- 
ty) 

20 1/2 S. Bradford St. 

Allentown, PA 18103 

(215)776-4194 

Gary Onuschak, coordinator 

Texas 

Texas Children's Rights Coalition iTCRCi 

P.O. Box 12961 

Capitol Station 

Austin, Texas 787 1 1 

i512)499-TCRC 

Eric Anderson, coordinator and nationwide chapter 
coordinator 

Vermont 

Vermonters for Strong Families 

RR 1. Box 284A 

E.Montpelier,VT 05651 

(802)436-3089 

Fred Tubbs. coordinator 

Virginia 

CRC of Virginia. Tidewater chapter 

3029 Yakima Road 

Chesapeake. VA 23325 

(804)543-5993 

Michael Ewing, president 

Cindy Lewis, state coordinator 

CRC of Virginia, Richmond chapter 

8935 Patterson Avenue 

Richmond, VA 23229 

(804) 740-9889 

.Murray Steinberg, president 

Fathers United for Equal Right's and Women's 

Coalition 
P.O. Box 1323 
Arlington. VA 22210-1323 
(703)451-8580 
Paul Robinson, president 



Volunteers, Materials, 
Services Needed 

Are you interested in office work, 
public relations, fund-raising, member- 
ship development, tax issues affecting 
the family, advocacy, research or writ- 
ing? Or would you like to form an CRC 
chapter in your state, city or county? If 
so, please write to CRC, We will send 
you information. Thank you. 

If you can donate materials to 
CRC, such as computers, typewriters, 
fax machines, or telephones, we can use 
them at our national office in Washing- 
ton, D,C, or give them to our chapters 
around the country. And you can obtain 
a tax deduction for your contribution, 

If you know of an accounting firm 
that does audits for non-profit groups, 
and the firm would consider doing an 
annual audit for CRC pro bono or at a 
reduced rate, please let us know. We 
currently pay a substantial amount of 
money for our annual audit and IRS 
Form 990, 



Si'EAK Oir FoK CmwHEN Sprint; 1993 19 



42 



4 



A NON-PROFIT, TAX EXEMPT ORGANIZATION STRENGTHENING FAMILIES 
AND ASSISTING CHILDREN OF REPARATION AND DIVORCE 

220 Eye Street NE, Suite 230. Washington. DC 20002-4362 

Address Correction Requested 
Forwarding Postage Guaranteed 



Non Profit Organization 
U S. Postage 
PAID 
Washington, D.C. 
Permit #881 



£ N 

Ms Charis Bachelier 
ClringhOLise Elern & Early Child Educ 
805 W Pennsylvariia Rv Univ Of 111 
Urbana IL 61801-4897 



Please Reprint This in Your Newslettei' or Journal 



ALSO KNOWN AS ^ 




We are proud of your achievementc, CRC! Sign me up and send me the 
benefits listed below. Enclosed is my tax deductible contribution as a: 

New member, $35 Sustaining member, $60 Sponsor, $125 
Life member, $500 . Other $ 

I can't join now, but here is my tax-deductible contribution of $ . 

PLEASE CHECK ALL THAT APPLY. 
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OH, PA, TC. VA. vr. we ask that you join the 
CR(.^ chapter in that state i which includes 
membership in CRC Nationali. For addre.'is of 
chapter in those .stiites, see cLsewhere in this 
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License Revocation Bill Also Under Consideration 



House Passes Support Modification Bill 



The House of Representatives has passed 
a bill that would sharply limit the abili- 
ty of states to modify child support 
orders entered into in other states. 

The bill, H.R. 454, approved by voice vote 
on August 2, 1993, is aimed at preventing 
forum-shopping to obtain modifications of 
child support orders entered into in other 
states. The bill is expected to be considered by 
the Senate this fall. 

The report accompanying the bill said "This 
provision does not discriminate against 
fathers or non-custodial parents. Indeed, it is 
completely neutral with regard to gender or 
custodial status. The provision applies with 
equal force to custodial parents, including 
mothers, who relocate and subsequently seek 
a modification of a support order entered in 
anothti' state," 

However, the only examples the Report 
gives are of non-custodial parents who move 
to other states to seek downward modifica- 
tions of support orders entered into the state 
where the custodial parent and children are 
living. The Report said such actions "con- 
tribute to the growing problem of relatively 
low levels of child support payments in inter- 
state cases and to inequities in child support 
payment levels which are based solely on the 
non-custodial parent's choice of residence." 

No examples are given of custodial parents 
relocating to other .states, cutting off access of 
the child to the non-custodial parent, and 
seeking upward modifications of support. Nor 



does the bill propose that states be required to 
honor visitation orders entered into in other 
states. 

The bill is based on a recommendation of 
the Interstate Child Support Commission, 
which issued its report last year. 

Margaret Campbell Haynes, who chaired 
the Commission, previously wrote in "Speak 
Out for Children" (Fall, 1992) that "...if the 
custodial parent and the child move from the 
issuing state, and the noncustodial parent 
stays there, the modification hearing will be 
in the state of the noncustodial parent. 
Convenience to the custodial parent or IV-D 
agency is iirelevant." 

Haynes said the recommendation for uni- 
formity also stems from the Uniform 
Interstate Family Support Act (UIFSA), rec- 
ommended by the National Conference of 
Commissioners on Unifoi'm State Law. 

See Support Bill page 5 




Former Chief Justice Burger receives aa-ard from Elliott H. 
DiomomI and Duvid L. I^vy of CRC (See Story on page 3). 



CRC'S EIGHTH NATIONAL CONFERENCE WILL BE APRIL 13-17. 1994 AT THE HOLIDAY INN. 
BETHESDA. MARYLAND (the same conference site as in 199.3). PLEASE PLAN ON ATI ENDINCJ. 
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Speak Out For Children is published by 
the Children's Rights Council, Inc. Editors: 
David L. Lev>', Elliott H. Diamond. Contributors 
to thi.s issue: Paul Robins')n, Kenneth Skilluig, 
Sonny Bui-meister, 1993 college student legisla- 
tive Interns: Mark Funaki. Duke University: 
.Jenny Givens. Kurman University; Emily 
Hadlow. Smith College; Susan Laufer. Cornell 
University: Monya Vul€;tic. Stockton State 



University; Mike Wilkins, University of Redlands; 
Marion Lestierme, Universite of Pantheon-Assas. 
Paris. Staff; Ed Mudrak, Deanne Mechling, Lynn 
Nesbitt, LaJuan Sykes. 

The material in this issue is copyi-ighted by 
CRC 1993. However, all material may be repro- 
duced, if attribution is given as follows: "From 
'".Speak Out For Children," published by The 
Children's Right-s Council. " 
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lAbout CRC 



CHILDREN'S 
CHARITIES 
of AMERICA 



The Children's Rights Council 
(CRC) is a nationwide, non-profit 
IRS 501(c)(3) children's rights orga- 
nization based in Washington, D.C. 

CRC favors family formation and 
family preservation, but if families 
break up. or are never formed, we 
work to assure a child the frequent 
and continuing contact with two par- 
ents and extended family the child 
would normally have during a mar- 
riage. Our motto is 'The Best Parent 
is Both Parents." 

For the child's benefit, CRC seeks 
to demilitarize divorce between par- 
ents who are involved in marital dis- 

OFFICERS; 

David L. Levy. Esq. President 
Anna Keller, Vice President 
John L. Bausemian. VPTrca.surer 
Ellen Dublin Levy. Secretary 

HONORARY PRESIDENT: 
David Brenner. Entertainer 
New York. New York 

GENERAL COUNSEL: 
Michael L. Oddenino 

Arcadia. California 

DIR. OF INFORMATION SERVICES: 
Ed Mudrak 

DIRECTOR OF PUBLICATIONS: 
Deanne Mechling 

ADVISORY PANEL: 
Rabbi Mendel Abrams. D. .\liii 
P'ormcr President. Board of R.ihhis 
()l'(?reater Washington. IX" 

Judith Bauei-sfeld. Ph.D. 

President. Stcpf'aniily .Association of .America 

Lincoln. .Nebraska 

David Bimey, Actor 
Santa Monica. Calil'oniia 

Sam Brunelli. E\( ciitivc Director 
.XnuM'ican Legislative Kxchange ("oiincil 
Washington. DC 

Stuart W. Cochran II 

Klkhart, Indiana 

Jim Cook. Pri'sidcnt 
.loint Custody Association 
Los Aiiui'les. California 



putes, "substituting conciliation and 
mediation for .the adversarial 
appro£..jh, and providing fair financial 
child support. We also favor school- 
based programs for children at risk. 

Formed in 1985 by concerned par- 
ents who have more than 40 years col- 
lective experience in divorce reform 
and early childhood education, CRC 
has chapters in 25 states and three 
national affiliate organizations: 
Grandparents United for Children's 
Rights (GUCR), Mothers Without 
Custody (MW/OC), and the Stepfamily 
Association of America (SAA). 

Prominent professionals in the 

"Dear Abby" 
(Abigail Van Buren) 

Los Angeles. California 

Honorable Dennis DeConcini 

U.S. Senator. Arizona 

Karen DeCrow 

Former President of N.O.W. 
eJamesville. New York 

Elliott H. Diamond 

Co-Founder. CRC 
Reston. Virginia 

Ethel Dunn, Executive Director 
Grandparents United for Chlidren's Rights 
Madison. Wisconsin 



Meyer Elkin. Co-Founder 

Association of Family & Conciliation Courts 

Beverly Hills. California 

Warren Farrell, Ph.D.. Author. 
Former Member of the Board of 
Directors New York City N.O.W. 
Lciicadia. California 

Doris Jonas Freed. IOst|.. ( 'o-( 'hair 
New York .State Bar Association l''aniil> Law 
Section's Custody Committee 
New York. New York 

Lari-y (iaughan. Law l'r()l'es..or. 
Professional Director. Kainily Mciliatioii 
ol'Creatcr Washington. DC 

Ronald T. Haskins. Ph.D. Associate 



fields of religion, law, social work, 
psychology, child care, education, 
business and government comprise 
our Advisory Panel. 

For further information about 
membership, publications, cassettes, 
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Our fax number is (202) 546-4CRC 
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CRC Presents 
Award to Former 
Chief Justice 
Burger 

CRC presented a "Distinguished 
Healer" award to former Chief Justice 
of the United States Warren E. 
Burger in a ceremony on March 24, 
1993. 

When he was Chief Justice of the 
United States, Burger had, according 
to press reports, urged lawyers to be 
healers, not litigators. 

During the half-hour ceremony in 
his august chambers in the U.S. 
Supreme Court Building, Burger said 
he had actually urged that lawyers be 
"healers, not gunslingers", but appar- 
ently, someone sanitized the com- 
ment. 

CRC named the healer awards it 
gives each year to lawyers, judges and 
others in the domestic relations area 
after Burger "because of his words of 
wisdom to attorneys," said Elliott H. 
Diamond, a co-founder of CRC, who 
attended the ceremony. 

The meeting with Burger was 
informal and chatty. Burger noted 
that after his retirement as Chief 
Justice in 1985, he has been busy. 
One of his jobs was as Chairman oi 
the Bicentennial Commission, which 
supervised the observance of govern- 
ment activities celebrating the U.S. 
200's birthday. 

The several year-long observation 
of the U.S. bicentennial is culminat- 
ing in a book about the Bicentennial, 
which was written by Burger. The 
book is duo to be published by Simon 
and Schuster in 1994. he said. 

The award given to Burger is an 
engraved plaque. It said "To The 
Honorable Warren E. Burger, former 
Chief Justice of the United States, for 
advocating that lawyers be healers, 
not litigators— vou have helped chil- 
dren throughout the country." 

Others attending the ceremony 
were CRC President David L. Levy, 
CRC activist Don Bieniewicz, and 
CRC college legislative interns Brian 
Brilliant, Mary Kay Saverino, and 
David Moravek. 

(See photo on page 1 ) 



Support Bill 

Continued from page 1 

But Don Chavez of New Mexico, 
who represented non-custodial par- 
ents and children on the Commission, 
wrote in response to Haynes in our 
Fall, 1992 issue that "the mere fact 
that the parent with custody moves to 
another state would not be enough to 
remove jurisdiction to the state under 
UIFSA; but any action by the non- 
custodial parent that was seen as con- 
doning or encouraging the move 
would be interpreted as conferring 
jurisdiction on the new state to hear a 
modification order." 

This could be, speculated Chavez, 
as simple as a non-custodial parent 
helping the child to pack a bag for the 
move to where the custodial parent is 
living. The state where the custodial 
parent and child have moved to would 
then be the forum to hear any child 
support modification orders. 

Chavez says "instead of H.R. 454, 
which skirts the issue. Congress 
should be passing legislation that gets 
to the heart of protecting the constitu- 
tional right of children to have full 
and active parenting by their mothers 
and fathers, regardless of the parents' 
marital situation. Where there is 
such parenting, the money will flow 
more naturally, without huge govern- 
ment intei^vention." 

H.R. 454 was sponsored by Rep. 
Barney Frank (D-MA). 

Revocation Bill 

A wide-ranging financial child sup- 
port bill (S. 6891 introduced by Sen. 
Bradley (D-NJi, would, if passed by 
Congi'ess, provide the following: 

♦ require the states to establish 
procedures for withholding profes- 
sional or occupational licenses from 
noncustodial parents who owe sup- 
port; 

♦ require the states to deny dnver's 
licenses to parents who owe support; 

♦ authorize attachment by states of 
hank accounts of obligor pai'ents; 

♦ authorize IRS assistance in -.'ol- 
lection of support ari-earages; 

♦ authorize attachment of public 



and private retirement funds; 

♦ require the states to provide 
criminal penalties for non-support; 

♦ require the federal government to 
fund child support assurance demon- 
stration projects, under which the 
government would provide a mini- 
mum assistance to a custodial parent 
and child if sufficient support is not 
being paid; the government would still 
attempt to collect the support; 

♦ require support to continue until 
the age of 18 or until a child gradu- 
ates from a secondary school; 

♦ require the states to give courts 
discretionary power to order child 
support up to age 22 if a child attends 
a college or vocational school; 

♦ require social security numbers 
on marriage licenses and child sup- 
port orders; 

♦ allow state child support agencies 
to access and use credit reporting 
agencies; 

♦ establish laws which provide for 
a rebuttable presumption that the 
choice made by the obligee of health 
care insurance for the children is 
appropriate; 

♦ tighten parental establishment 
procedures at hospitals; 

♦ establish a "National Child 
Support Guidelines Commission"; 

♦ expand the Parent Locator 
System to include visitation orders. At 
present, the Parent Locator System 
can only be used to find the location of 
parents who owe financial child sup- 
port, and in parental kidnapping cases. 

The bill implements many of the 
recommendations of the Interstate 
Child Support Commission's report 
which was issued in 1992. 

The Senate Finance Committee, 
which has jurisdiction over the bill, can 
be reached by phone at (202 1 224-4515. 

Similar bills in the House are H.R. 
1600, Sponsored by Rep. Marge 
Roukema (R-NJ). phone (202) 225- 
4465 and H.R.1691, sponsored by Rep. 
Barbara Kennelly (D-CT), phone (202) 
225-2265. 

CRC's View 

CRC has decided to oppose S. 689, 
following consultation with our state 
chapter coordinators, because 

Continued on page 4 
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Birney is CRC's 
Newest Advisor 

David Birney, 
Shakespearean 
actor and star of 
a TV series in the 
1970's called 
"Bridget Loves 
Bernio," is CRC's 
newest advisor. 

BiiTiey, who lives 
in Santa Monica, 
California, has twin children, age 9, 
named Peter and MoUie, an older 
daughter, and two stepchildren from 
his marriage to Meredith Baxter- 
Birney. He and Baxter-Birney are 
divorced. 

Birney, who does volunteer work on 
biomedical research and other issues, 
spoke at the Candlelight Vigil at 
CRC's Seventh National Conference. 
He read an excerpt from a book enti- 




tled The Alphabet at Grace". 

Birney performed the lead role in 
Shakespeare's "Much Ado About 
Nothing" in Washington's Sylvan 
Theatre in Washington, D.C. in the 
summer of 1993 and performs other 
Shakespearean roles during the year 
around the country. 

Birney said "In a time of acknowl- 
edged crisis in the American family, it 
seems obvious that in the interests of 
our children, we must support their 
nurture, their support, their embrace 
by the structure of family — by both 
parents, even in the event of family 
crisis or divorce. Indeed, I think this is 
one of the most pressing issues of our 
decade, with ramifications extending 
into everj' aspect of our social fabric." 

CRC President David L. Levy said 
"We welcome Birney as an advisor 
and hope he can help raise visibility 
for the issues and CRC among people 
concerned with strengthening the 
two-parent family." 



Announcements 



Police, Women, 
Forming Groups 

Two new national groups are being 
formed in areas where there are no 
known similar organizations. They 
are: 

• Police Officers for Shared 
Parenting. If you are an officer of the 
law and would like to participate, 
send dues of $25.00 or write to 
Alexandria. VA. officer Rusty Pevereli 
at 8623 Mt. Vernon Highway, 
Alexandria, VA.. 22204, (703) 799- 
3988, or Prince George's County, MD. 
officer Judy McClosky, at 5000 Rhode 
Island Avenue, Hyattsville, MD. 
20781. phone (301 ) 699-2630. 

"Police officers going into the state 
legislatures in favor of a child's right 
to two parents could create a poweri'ul 
effect around the country," said 
Pevereli and McClosky, who are help- 
ing the group get started. 

• Women for Equality (WKi. If you 
arc a woman who wants to work foi- 
ec]uality in the family law area, and 
possibly help with counselling of 



women prior to divorce, send dues of 
$25.00 or write for information to WE, 
Post Office Box 5460, Friendship 
Station, Washington, D.C. 20016. 

"Women who favor shared parent- 
ing, and who counsel other women 
prior to divorce, need to be heard 
from," said Ann Marini, a Maryland 
physician who recently testified 
befoi'o a Congressional committee on 
behalf of WE. 

If you would like to be a state rep- 
resentative for either group, let them 
know. 

Both gi'oups are considering affili- 
ating with CRC. 



National Congress 
for IVIen and Cliildren 

Dr. Stanley Clawar, co-author of 
"Children Held Hostage," will be a 
featured speaker at the National 
Congress for Men and ('hildren 
(NCMC) annual conference on 
October M-17. 1993 in Kansas City. 
Missouri. Clawar's hook is reconi- 



Continued from page 3 

increased government regulation of 
only the financial child support 
aspects are worsening the problem for 
children. 

CRC's position is based partly on 
the following: 

• "From a federal budget perspec- 
tive. Child Support Enforcement is an 
expensive disaster," says a report 
issued in June, 1992 by Republican 
House members E. Clay Shaw, Nancy 
L. Johnson and Fred Grandy. 

• A report provided by the General 
Accounting Office at the request of 
Congresswomen Marge Roukema and 
Barbara Kennelly and Senator Bill 
Bradley, released January 9, 1992 
stated that 66 percent of mothers 
with a child support award who did 
not receive payment from the fathers 
say it is because the fathers were 
unable to pay. This data is not 
reflected in the legislation. 

CRC President David L. Le\y tes- 
tified before a House of Representa- 
tives subcommittee on June 10 and 
before President Clinton's Welfare 
Reform Working Group August 19 
that America is finally beginning to 
realize that the welfare system, 
which has spawned a generation of 
single parent households, at tremen- 
dous public cost, needs refoiTn. What 
is much less realized. Levy stated, is 
that the child support system has 
also spaned a generation of single 
parent households, at tremendous 
public cost, and needs refonn. 

For a copy of Levy's testimony- 
before the House Committee and the 
Welfare Reform Group, most of which 
has been shown on TV on C-Span, 
CRC members should send a self- 
addressed stamped envelope to CRC: 
non-CRC members should also 
enclose So. 



mended by the American Bar 
Association. Other speakers will 
include Dr. Ralph Underwager and 
Judge James Beasley. For informa- 
tion, phone (913) 432-3875. The phone 
number for the Civic Center Hotel, 
wh -re the conference will be held, is 
(913)342-6919. 
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CRC's Seventh 
Conference a 
Success 

CRC's Seventh National Conference 
April 28-May 2, 1993, was our largest, 
most successful conference ever. The 
quality of speakers and attendees from 
more than 40 states from as far away 
as Hawaii, Great Britain and Canada, 
the book and author luncheon, work- 
shops, candlelight vigil, and other 
activities were favorably received. 

More than 300 people attended the 
conference, plus another 100-150 peo- 
ple attended special events, such as 
the David Brenner benefit perfor- 
mance, the Candlelight Vigil at the 
Lincoln Memorial, and the Capitol 
Hill Symposium that featured Sen. 
John J. Rockefeller (D-WV). 

President Clinton sent a message 
to the candlelight vigil (see related 
story below). 

The conference theme was "Beyond 
Rhetoric: Assuring a Child's Right to 
Two Parents." 

Speakers at the conference includ- 
ed a panel on Capitol Hill that spoke 
of "Ways to Encourage the Two- 
Parent P'amily, Especially After 
Divorce." The panelists included: 

• Sen. John J. Rockefeller 
(D-U'V). who spoke of the 
Nationnl Commission on 
Children, a bi-partisan 
group he chaired, whose 
final ivpoil has seived as a 
basis for Clinton Administration policy. 

Rockefeller said that in framing 
public policy. America "sometimes for- 
gets" that children arc entitled to both 
the emotional and financial support of 
both of their parents. The Commission 
stated that the ideal situation is when 
children share the same household, 
but children. Rockefeller said, also 
need health insurance, good local 
schools, and good communities which 
take responsibility for children and 
families within those communities. 
"That community responsibility used 
to work in America, and ought to 
work today." he said. 

"Shocking numbers of children ai-e 
boiMi out of wedlock." he said. He 




noted that when Sen. Moynihan wrote 
in 1965 that one out of four black chil- 
dren were being bom out of wedlock, 
Moynihan was decried as a racist. But 
now, one in four of all children are bom 
out of wedlock, and "society doesn't 
seem to be saying much about it." 

"Schools are inadequate, streets 
aren't safe, I had someone assassinat- 
ed in the front of my driveway...." 

He said America needs to strength- 
en parent-child relationships, regard- 
less of the form of the family configu- 
ration. 

If they are divorced, parents often 
can't provide health insurance.. .espe- 
cially if they don't have full custody. 
Both parents need to be involved in 
their children's lives. 

"We know child support enforce- 
ment is broken — too many parents do 
not make payments, and excuses are 
not acceptable." 

He said he knows CRC hates the 
expression "deadbeat dads." 

"You (CRC) say that about 417( of 
absent parents are having custody 
and visitation problems, and that is 
one of the reasons. On our commis- 
sion, we were not entirely sympathetic 
to that as an excuse. Everybody has 
problems in life, parents have terrible 
emotional tolls, parents are fighting 
for custody, that's vicious, that's horri- 
ble, that tears people apart, but still, 
children come first, everything else 
comes second, nothing can come 
before supporting children." 

He said about $25 billion in the pri- 
vate economy is owed children by 
absent fathers or mothers. "We on the 
Commission are very angi-y about the 
$25 billion that is absent from the 
lives of children. You just need to 
know that where the Commission 
wound up, is that there is no excuse 
for keeping this money from children. 
More could be collected in support. We 
understand there are excuses, but we 
ended up saying there cannot be an 
acceptable excuse for keeping money 
from children." 

Custody and visitation concerns ai'e 
very vital, he said, noting that he has 
two sisters who have gone through dif- 
ficult divorces. "I know the rage, the 
misery, and the anger, and one of my 
sister's hoys at the age of 22 commit- 



ted suicide, partly because of some of 
the strains that appeared. Even with 
all that, children come first. Whether 
its my sister or anybody else, I cannot 
accept any excuses for $25 billion 
being owed in child support. All 34 
commission members voted for 
stronger child support enforcement," 
he said."But I have friendly thoughts 
coming, too. We did recognize prob- 
lems with schools, unfriendly environ- 
ments, and they tear us apart as a 
society.. .We put a tremendous effort 
on family formation and family 
preservation, and I have introduced 
legislation on that, and the Clinton 
administration is supportive of that." 

Regarding family preservation, he 
said that intervention on the part of 
family counselors and social workers 
has an enormous power for good, but 
perhaps creates more of a problem for 
men than women, "because we (men) 
have a phony macho view, a phony 
view, that we have to get over, because 
intervention by others on a voluntary 
basis can provide enoraious good." 

Rockefeller has introduced legisla- 
tion that would assist with family for- 
mation (see els ■'where in this issue), 
and he said bj hopes there will be 
good implementation of the Family 
and Medical Leave Act, which is a job 
protection bill for six weeks of unpaid 
leave for the birth of a child, or the 
sickness of a child or a parent. 

Rockefeller was introduced by 
Susan DeConcini, a longtime child 
advocate. 

• Freya Son nstein, 
Ph.D.. Director of Pop- 
ulation Studies, the 
Urban Institute, a prima- 
ry author of the 1988 
Sun ey of Absent i arents ^"en^t"" 
(SOAP) Report which found that 
fathers in Ohio and Florida were pay- 
ing up to 40'^ more in child support 
than the Census Bureau (which only 
polls custodial mothers) reported 
receiving. Sonenstein said payment of 
child support may increase child's 
well being, and may also reduce prob- 
lems for children and reduce conflict, 
hut a more efficient system may not 
change fathers in the short i-un. She 
.said the U.S. does not have uniform, 
required expectations of the role of 
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non-custodial parents in the lives of 
their children. Without such expecta- 
tions, we can not expect improved 
child outcomes (measurements of 
child well-being). 

"There are lots of holes in our 
research," she said, including the need 
for research on: 

A) the relationship between child 
support income and parental behavior; 

Bi the quality of parent-child and 
parent-parent relationships; 

C) non-custodial parents, because 
almost no current studies mention 
non-custodial parents' rights and 
responsibilities. "They (non-custodial 
parents) are a particularly neglected 
research group," and 

D) the role of custodial fathers. 

• David Popenoe, 
Associate Dean of Arts 
and Sciences, Rutgers 
University, author of 
seven books, and co-chair 
of the Council on Families Popenoe 
in America, said that ten years ago in 
the college community, it was politi- 
cally incorrect to favor the two parent 
family. The tide is changing, and 
Popenoe credited both Sen. 
Rockefeller's Commission and the 
report on the Commission on 
America's Urban Families, which was 
issued at the end of President Bush's 
term. Popenoe said he was present at 
a White House meeting where Bush 
indicated he had mishandled the fam- 
ily issue. Popenoe cited research that 
said the current population is "the 
first in our nation to be less well ofT 
psychologically, ecoiioiiiically and 
morally than their parents were at 
the same age." He said the decline in 
child well-being is linked to the 
change in family structure, with sub- 
stantial numbers of children not being 
raised today with two parents. 

• Charmaine Yoest, 
Deputy Director of Public 
Policy. Family Research 
Council, said we have 
learned from "the divorce 
experiment in Un' last 20 vvw 
or 30 yeai's that. ..divorce may create- 
as many pi-oblems as it solves. Divorce 
is difficult for adults, and has long- 
term consequences for children... 




America has in large measure lost the 
principle of adult sacrifice necessary 
to encourage maniage." 

She said that from a public policy 
area, America needs to "seriously 
reconsider no-fault divorce laws. The 
marriage contract — designed to pro- 
tect members of the family — is one of 
the easiest contracts to break today." 

She spoke of the need for cultural 
change, so that people will take mar- 
liage and personal responsibility more 
seriously. America should consider 
the need for more counselling, before 
marriage and during marriage, and 
encourage moie community involve- 
ment to support maiTiage. 

She spoke of the need for divorced 
parents to develop better cooperation, 
which she described as conflict resolu- 
tion. "Conflict resolution in the family 
provides strong learning lessons for 
children," she said. 

• Ron Henry, a partner with the 




Kaye, Scholer law firm, 
talked of the unintended 
consequences of many 

current family law poli- 

cies, which serve to work j 
against family formation Henry 
and family preservation, and then 
work against the involvement of two 
parents in the event of divorce. He said 
that parents, including parents in 
divorce, should he treated as human 
beings rather than just as objects to be 
acted on by policymakers. He cited 
research that shows that where par- 
ents are encouraged to be active in 
theii' children's lives aflei' divorce, par- 
enting is improved, and so is financial 
child support. Henry praised 
Sonenstein, Popenoe and Yoest, who 
had called foi- more and better research 
that would foiTTi a better basis for pub- 
lic policy in the family law area. 

The panel was moderated by CRC 
President David L. Levy. 



Access (Visitation) Committee Grounded, 
but Other Help Promised 



The national Commission on Child 
and Family Welfare, which would 
have a special emphasis on child 
access (visitation), will not be funded, 
CRC learned in August; thus there 
will be no commission. 

However, CRC has also learned 
that efforts are being made to bring 
about by other means some of the 
emphasis on access/visitation issues 
the Commission would have high- 
lighted. Details on this efTbrts will not 
he available until later in 1993. accord- 
ing to CRC sources on Capitol Hill. 

The commission was authorized by 
Public Law 102-521 (the Hyde/Shelby 
bill, also known as IH LI.S. Code 228). 
That law makes it a fedei'al crime to flee 
across state lines to "willfully" a\'oid pay- 
ment of'linancial child support. 

The Commission was to have been 
an attempt to provide some acces.s/vis- 
itation balance in tin- bill. Under 
Congress's two-step i)roeess, first 
there is authorization, then funding. 
Not all projects which are authorized 
are subseciuently funded. 



Members of the commission would 
not have been appointed until after 
the funding was approved. 

Despite letters of support from sev- 
eral members of the House, including 
Steny Hoyer (D-MD), Walter R. 
Tucker (D-CA), and Andy Jacobs (D- 
IN), the key House subcommittee, 
under the leadership of powerful sub- 
committee chairman William Natcher 
(D-KY), refused to fund the 
Commission. Sources on Capitol Hill 
say Natcher was determined not to 
fund any commissions not recom- 
mended in President Clinton's budget. 

The same situation held in the 
Senate where Senator Herbert Kohl 
(D-WI), who sponsored the 
Commission in the bill, and who is 
also a member of the funding subcom- 
mittee, attempted to secure funding, 
but funding subcommittee Chairman 
Tom Harkin (D-IA). also declined to 
fund any new commissions. 

Without the $2 million (or at least 
a part of those funds), the Com- 
mission can not hv established. 
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President Clinton Sends Message to Candlelight Vigil 



President Clinton sent a message to CRC's 1993 
Candlelight Vigil at the Lincoln Memorial, saying "(CRC's) 
efforts to improve parenting will help many Americans 
give their children the beginning they deserve." 

The President's message is reproduced at right. 

About 300 people attended CRC's Third Annual 
Candlelight Vigil April 27, in which perfect weather, can- 
dles flickering in the shadow of Abraham Lincoln, and an 
excellent sound system, produced a spiritual, yet clearly- 
heard ceremony. 

The vigil served to validate the estimated 6,600.000 
children who are having their access (visitation) with their 
non-custodial parents denied or interfered with by the cus- 
todial parents. Legislatures and the couits are doing little 
to prevent this interference, in CRC's view. 

Speakers at the Wgil included freshman Congressman 
Albert Wynn (D-MD), Suzy Yehl Marta, president of 
Rainbows for All God's Children, Shaumberg, Illinois; 
Gerrie Highto, Baltimore, Maryland representative of 
Grandparents United; and David Bimey, Santa Monica, 
California, the noted Shakespearean actor, who is CRC's 
newest advisor. CRC President Da\ad L. Levy and CRC of 
Georgia coordinator Sonny Bunneister participated in the 
vigil. 

CRC asked its chapters to hold vigils around the coun- 
tiy at the same time as the vigil at the Lincoln Memorial. 
Vigils held simultaneously with the one in Washington, 
some of which received media coverage, were in 
Massachusetts, New Jersey, Colorado, and Tennessee. 

Although information on the numbers of children who 
reportedly do not receive financial child support are fre- 
quently cited in the media, the vigils by CRC represent an 
effort to provide figures on children who do not receive 
access (visitation), or parenting time, with the non-custo- 
dial parents. We suggest you cite the figure applicable in 
youi' state when you give testimony or talk to media in 
your state. 

The 6,600.000 was estimated as follows: There are an 
estimated 16.000,000 children of di voice, and millions 
more children of unwed parents. The low estimate of these 
children (primarily from divorce i is 18,000,000. Various 
studies, including research by Wallerstein and Kelly in 
"Sui-viving the Breakup" (Basic Books, 1980) indicate cus- 
todial interference with access in 25 percent to 50 percent 
ol' cases. Using a middle figure (37 percent as an average) 
of children suffering from interference with access, times 
18,000,000, yields about 6,650.000 children. Census fig- 
ures for each state provided estimates for the number of 
children in each states who are affected. 

The estimated numl)er of children whose access i visita- 
tion I to a non-custodial parent is interfered with by a cus- 
todial parent are listed aliove. (Conference attendees read 
the numlx-rs below, out loud, during the ceremony. 



THE WHITE HOL'SE 
WVSHINOTOH 

April 27, 1993 



Greetings to everyone gathered at the Lincoln 
Memorial for the Candlelight Vigil sponsored by the 
Children's Rights Council. 

As President and as a father, I am deeplu 
concerned about the fate of our children. Children 
are our raost precious resource, and their needs are 
a national priority. 

To ensure that every child will reach his or 
her full physical and mental potential, we must 
enact bold reforms in health care and education. 
To protect our children from violence, parents must 
safeguard them during their crucial years of learning 
and development. We must help our families stay 
strong, for it is the family that provides the child 
with the love, discipline, reassurance, and direction 
needed to prepare them for the future. Ifour efforts 
to improve parenting will help many Americans give 
their children the beginning they deserve. 

Best wishes for an enjoyable and inspiring 
ceremony . 



State Number of children 

Alabama 115,000 

Alaska 10,000 

Arizona 69,000 

CaHfornia 700,000 

Colorado 85,000 

Connecticut 90,000 

Delaware 16,500 

Dist. of Columbia.... 18,000 

Florida 298.000 

Georgia 161,000 

Hawaii 28,000 

Idaho 27,000 

Illinois 336,000 

Indiana 162,000 

Iowa 85,000 

Kansas 68,000 

Kentucky 100,500 

Louisiana 123.000 

Maine 33,000 

Maryland 123,000 

Mas.sachu.setts 185,000 

Michigan 270,000 

Minnesota 119,000 

Mississippi 74,000 



Missouri 114,000 

Montana 22.500 

Nebraska 46,000 

Nevada 22,000 

New Hampshire 27,000 

New Jersey 216,000 

New Mexico 39,000 

New York 518,000 

North Carolina 172,000 

North Dakota 18,000 

Ohio 316.000 

Oklahoma 99,000 

Oregon 83,000 

Pennsylvania 349,000 

Rhode Island 27,000 

South Carolina 99,000 

South Dakota 19.000 

Tennessee 135,000 

Texas 419,000 

Utah 45.000 

Vermont 15,000 

Virginia 157,000 

Washington 122.000 

West Virginia 56,500 

Wisconsin 135.000 

Wyoming 13,500 
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Urban Commission 
Report Strongly 
Recommends More 
Two-Parent Families 

"Many single parents do an 
admirable job of raising children, 
often under adverse circumstances. 
But the evidence is clear. On the 
whole, the two-parent home is the 
best model foi- childreai'ing, and foi' 
overall society well-being". 

This is one of the findings in 
Families First, a report of the 
National Commission on America's 
Urban Families, issued in January. 
1993. 

The bi-paitisan commission, named 
by President Bush, was chaired by 
John Ashcroft, former governor of 
Missouri, and Annette Strauss, co- 
chaii-. formei- mayor of Dallas. Texas. 

"The family unit in America is 
weakening,'" the report noted. "Child 
well-being is declining. A generation 
ago. an American child could reason- 
ably expect to gi'ow up with a mother 
and fathei-. Today, an American child 
can reasonably expect not to." said the 
86 page i-eport. 

"The commission's intensi\'e review 
of the research literature, examina- 
tion of the conditions of families and 
pi'ograms. and consideration of testi- 
mony fi'om citizens and experts from 
across the country lead us to agree 
with the nation's mayors, who 
pi-omptcd you (President Bushi to 
establish the Commission." Ashcroft 
and Sti-auss said in the Kepoi-t's open- 
ing statement. "Many yf the most 
pi'essing problems of'oui' cities, anil of 
our nation, are substantially attribut- 
able to the dissolution ol'thc family." 

The National Commission on 
America's I'rhan Families echoed the 
findings of the National Commission 
on Children, chaii-ed b>' vSenatoi- -lohn 
J. Rockefeller il)-Wvl, whieii issued 
its Report in 1992. Hut whereas the 
Rockefellei" Commission said that 
Amci'ica needs to encourage two par- 
ent families, its recommendations 
were often nioi'e single pai'ent policies. 
In the I'rhan Commission i(>p()rt. tiie 



language of both the findings and rec- 
ommendations were more strongly 
aimed to strengthening the two parent 
family. 

The Urban Commission, however, 
did not receive a fraction of the public- 
ity that the Rockefeller Commission 
recei\'ed. 

The Children's Rights Council, 
which had met with staff of the Ui-ban 
Commission in 1992. was curious why. 

We learned from someone close to 
the Commission that Governoi' 
Ashcroft, at the time the Urban 
Commission's report was finished, was 
running for chairman of the 
Republican National Committee. 
Afi'aid that some liberal Republicans 
might not like the Commission's 
heavy emphasis on the two parent 
family, Ashcroft held up publication of 
the Report. A month or so later, after 
Ashcroft lost his bid to head the 
Republican National Commission, he 
tried to publicize the Urban 
Commission's findings, but found that 
it was too late — the momentum had 
been lost. 

(CRC believes Ashcroft may have 
strengthened his position by pointing 
to the realization by both liberals and 
consei-vatives that more must be done 
to encourage the two-parent family). 

New Strategy 
Recommended 

The Commission proposed a "new 
strategy to help reverse the current 
trend of family disintegration and 
increase the proportion of the children 
who gi-ow up in two parent families." 

The Commission i-ecominended pi-o- 
grams to empowei- the family, 
strengthen marriage, strengthen the 
relationship between parents and chil- 
dren, build community support for 
families, and change the nation's cul- 
tui'e to give families priority. 

Some of the specific recommenda- 
tions: 

• eliminate the marriage penalty in 
the tax code; 

• increase the pei'.'^onal- exemption 
foi- dependent childirn; 

• reform welfare by limiting most 
ixMiefits to two years: 

• r(>(|uir(> par(>ntal responsiiiilit>- by 



conditioning AFDC on children 
attending school, by parents taking 
parenting classes, and families partic- 
ipating in preventive health care pro- 
grams; 

• open public housing to more low- 
income, two parent families; 

• promote family formation 
through better marital preparation; 

• institute waiting periods for 
divorces involving children, perhaps 
coupled with counseling or marital 
education; 

• more parenting education; 

• identify the fathei' of ever\' child 
born in the U.S. 

• strengthen the child support sys- 
tem; 

• the courts should consider which 
parent is most likely to allow the non- 
custodial parent to maintain an ongo- 
ing relationship with the children; 

• foster parenting skills; 

• create an Index of Family 
Strengths, under which the Census 
Bureau would report each year on the 
percentage of the following: adults 
married, first marriages intact, births 
to married parents, children living 
with their two, married parents, chil- 
dren living with two married parents. 

The commissioners, in addition to 
Ashcroft and Strauss, were Victor 
Ashe, mayor of Knoxville, TX; David 
Blankenhorn, president. Institute for 
American Values, New York; Lou 
Dantzlei', executive director. 
Challengers Boys and Girls Club, Los 
Angeles, CA; Alphonso Jackson, exec- 
utive director. Housing Authority of 
Dallas. TX; Irene Johnson, pi-esident, 
LeClaire Courts Resident 
Management Corp.. Chicago, IL; and 
Josephine Velazques, Florida 
Guardian Ad Litem Program and 
Children's Home Society, Miami, FL. 

To receive the 10 pages of 
Commission highlights from CRC. 
members of CRC should send a self- 
addressed business envelope beaiing 
a 52 cent stamp. Non-CRC membei's 
should send the envelope together 
with a $;i handling charge. 

The full report is available from 
CRC, while copies last, for $10.00 for 
members of CRC. and 15.00 for non- 
members. 
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New Directory of 
Organizations 
Now Available 

Copies of CRC's new "Parenting 
Intel-national Directoi7," the fifth edi- 
tion of its directory, are now available 
in hard copy (updated annually) and 
on IBM 5 1/4" and 3 1/2" disks (updat- 
ed semi-annually). The cost is $12.00 
for either format for CRC members, 
and $15.00 for non-members. 

The directory features: 

• a state by state listing, in zip code 
order, of parenting groups within a 
state; 

• a special section that lists nation- 
al organizations involved in parenting 
issues; 

• a list of abbreviations of terms 
used in the directory. 

Because CRC does a great deal of 
networking, and constantly updates 
its data base, the directory can be 
relied on for accuracy. 

The directory can be a valuable 
resource in making referrals around 
the country to and from your organi- 
zation. 

Order your copy of the fifth edition 
now from CRC. 

In Need 
of Legal 
Help? 

If your case ivS on appeal, and 
involves a broad legal principle (such 
as joint custody/shared parenting, 
parental kidnapping, or the fairness of 
.some domestic relations law or proce- 
dure), CRC may be able to file an ami- 
cus curiae (Friend of the (^urt) brief, 
as we have done in othei" state appeal 
court ca.sc's. 

Attorneys for CKC are interested in 
handling tht>.se cases on a reasonable 
fee basis. As mentioned above, we can 
only consider cases on appeal. 

For information, contact VRC. 220 
I Street, NF, Wa.shington, DC 20002. 



Next Conference is 

Workshops Sought 

If you would like to be considered 
as a workshop leader at CRC's next 
conference, please send a brief state- 
ment to CRC, stating your name, 
background, and purpose of the work- 
shop. Please send this to CRC by 
October 30; 1993. 

Awards Time Again 

At its next conference, CRC will 
present the annual Chief Justice 
Wairen E. Burger awards for "healers 
among Lawyers, judges, and others, 
and its annual Media Awards and 
Active Parenting Awards. The awards 
consist of engraved plaques. 
Nominations should be received by 
February 15, 1994. 

A "healer" might be: 

• a judge who takes the lead in pro- 
moting joint custody (shared parent- 
ing); 

• an attorney with a professional 
track record of promoting a child's 
access to two parents and others who 
have bonded with the child. 

For media awards, possible con- 
tenders are: 

• best treatment of children and 
parents of divorce in the news media 
(including newspapers, magazines, TV 
and radio coverage); 

• best media coverage of a county 
agency that provides programs for 
teenage parents; or 

• best TV scries on abuse and false 
abuse charges. 

For active parenting, possible con- 
tenders are: 

• organizations and individuals 
that promote active, positive parent- 
ing: 

••programs that help with family 
formation and family preservation; 

• programs that help parents do 
better parenting in the event of 
divorce. 

Send "Healer: award nominations 

to: 

Carla A. Goodwin, M.Ed. 
Certified Educational P.sychoiogi.st 
920 Washington Street 
South Ka.ston, MA 02375 
(508)238-3722 



April 13-17, 1994 

Send "Best in Media" award nomi- 
nations to: 

James Morning, coordinator 
CRC of Delaware 
P.O. Box 182 
Bethel, DE 19931 
(302)629-3310 

Send "Active Parenting" nomina- 
tions to 

Brent Sandbak 

Texas Children's Rights Coalition 
807 Brazos Street, Suite 315 
Austin, Texas 78711 
(512)499-8272 



How To Beat The Tax 
Man And Help CRC 

Tired of having your tax dollar fund 
programs that are wasteful, senseless 
and have nothing to do with issues 
that concern you? 

Be your own Chairman of the 
Budget Committee, direct where your 
tax money goes. You can: 

1. Give money to CRC: get a tax 
deduction now and benefit a worthy 
cause; 

2. Include CRC in your retirement 
plan; give property to CRC in a tmst 
and at the same time get an annuity 
for yourself or members of your family; 

3. Give appreciated property to 
CRC and eliminate the capital gains 
tax bite; 

4. Ask your company to make a 
donation to CRC next year and reduce 
the company's tax bill for this year; 
and 

5. Explore many other tax-saving 
options. 

There are many ways the tax law is 
designed to encourage people like you 
to give to worthy causes. 

For more informatiori about how 
you can help CRC and yourself too, 
call or write: 

Elina Hum Pratt 

Attorney At Law 

7845 Brook view Court 

Mannssa.s, VA22110 

(703)690-2844 

Elina Hum Pratt is CRC's tax 
lawyer. 
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In the Courts 



Girl Returned to Natural 
Parents 

In the final act of a 2 1/2 year old 
battle over the custody of Jessica 
DeBoer, the child was returned to her 
natural parents, Cara and Daniel 
Schmidt, on August 2, 1993. 

The highly publicized case involved 
the courts of Iowa and Michigan, and 
the U.S. Supreme Court agreed on 
July 31 with the Michigan Supreme 
Court ruling that the child must be 
given to the Schmidts. 

Jessica was bom on Feb. 8, 1991 to 
Cara Claussen, then unniari-ied. Two 
days latei', she signed a release allow- 
ing the baby to be adopted, and four 
days later so did the man she had 
named as the father. The DeBoers filed 
an adoption petition on Feb. 25. 
However, on March 8, Miss Clausen 
filed a petition to stop the adoption, 
and named Daniel Schmidt, who had 
never signed a release, a.s the real 
father. He immediately took steps to 
reclaim the child. The biological par- 
ents have since mamed, and the courts 
have found them to be fit parents. 

In a July 31, 1993 editorial, the 
Washington Post stated that "One can 
only imagine the anguish each set of 
parents has endured. But whatever 
the tugs of the heart, the law provides 
waiting periods in the adoption 
process for a reason, and the Schmidts 
were well within those time periods 
when they sought to regain 
custody. ..the law does not allow a 
child to be taken from her biological 
parents against their will unless they 
have been found unfit. Hard as it is on 
the adopti""" parents, this test has not 
been met." 

Dan Schmidt held his child for the 
first time about 10 days befoi'e the 
child was turned over to him and his 
wife. He described in a Washington 
Times ailide July 21, 1993 the eupho- 
ria of meeting his daughtei' at the 
lionu' of the Michigan couple who 
raised her since birth. 

lAsked for comnient liy Monitor 
syndicated radio and otiier media, 
CMC said efforts should he made to 



ease the transition for the child, and 
that just as there was some contact 
between her and the Schmidt's before 
the transfer, contact should be main- 
tained by her and the DeBoers after 
the transfer took place. This would 
help end the either-or situation that 
this type of case engenders). 

The Kimberly Mays case 

A Florida court granted the wishes 
of a 14 year old girl who was switched 
at birth with another baby, by cutting 
off all access to her from her biological 
parents. The court also set the stage 
for her adoption by the man who 
raised her since birth, Hobert Mays. 

Ernest and Rebecca, who raised a 
different child from birth, discovered, 
upon the girl's death at age 9, that she 
had not been born to them. Blood 
tests revealed that two babies had 
been switched at birth, and that 
Kimberly Mays was their biological 
child. 

Visitation was subsequently 
arranged between the Twiggs and 
Kimberly, but after several visits, 
including one in which Rebecca Twigg 
asked Kimberly if she could call her 
by the dead girl's name, Robert Mays 
ended the visits. 

The Twiggs then sued for custody, 
and Kimberly counter-sued to cut of 
all access to the Twiggs. 

(CRC was quoted in the 
Washington Post, Long Island 
Newsday and in a brief appearance on 
CBS's Nightline, as agreeing that 
Kimberly should continue to live with 
the Mays', but that the court went too 
far in cutting off all access with the 
Twiggs. Asked what if Kimberly 
refused visitation, CRC President 
David L. Levy rejoined, what if she 
refused to go to school? Visitation 
could have been supervised, delayed, 
or otherwise structured, but totally 
cutting it off also deprives Kimberly, 
an only child, of contact with the 
Twiggs' seven other children. Such 
contact might have been of benefit to 
all the children when they reached 
adulthood, said Sonny Burmeistci'. 
president ofCKC ofdeorgia, on CNN). 



The Gregory K case 

A Florida appeals court ruled in 
August that Gregory K, the boy who 
sued to terminate his natural moth- 
er's parental rights, had no standing 
to sue; but the court agreed that the 
mother's rights were properly termi- 
nated by the court, because the moth- 
er had abandoned the child. The court 
thus let stand the adoption by George 
Russ and Russ's wife, and Gregory's 
change of his name to Shawn Russ. 

The Florida appeals court decision 
that children have no standing to sue 
in parental termination cases, but 
that the child had been properly 
adopted by Russ, parallels the reason- 
ing in a "Friend of the Court" brief 
CRC filed in the trial court level in the 
case. CRC did not argue where the 12- 
year-old boy should live, because we 
knew Russ was providing a good 
home for the boy; we only stated that 
a child should not have to bring a pro- 
ceeding in his own name to terminate 
his parents rights. 

We had argued that adults — such 
as state officials, or the foster parents 
who wanted to adopt the boy, should 
bring the proceedings. 

CRC is concerned that family 
preservation (parenting) sei-vices were 
not provided to Shawn's natural fami- 
ly (including his two brothers) in 
Florida, so that the deterioration of 
Shawn's family life might have been 
prevented. And thus the family would 
have had a better shot at working out 
their problems. 

CRC did not file a brief at the 
appeals court, level in the case. 

Joint Custody Upgraded in 
Georgia and Kentucky 

Georgia 

The Georgia Court of Appeals has 
created a pi'eference for joint custody 
whei'e the evidence shows that the 
pai'ents have shai'ed the parenting of 
the child during the mai'riage. 

The court's decision was based on 
thi'ee pieces of legislation that the 

Continued on page 11 
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In The Courts 

Continued from page 10 

Children's Rights of Georgia was 
instrumental in getting passed: 1) the 
American Bar Association's joint cus- 
tody bill that puts joint legal custody, 
joint physical custody or a combina- 
tion of those two on equal ground 
with sole custody, 2) a bill that creat- 
ed gcndei' neutrality, stating that 
"there shall be no prima facie right of 
custody in either the father or the 
mother" and 3) enactment of the 
statement that accompanied the ABA 
joint custody bill that said it should be 
the policy of the ptate to ensure chil- 
dren of divorce continuing access and 
active involvement of both parents in 
the rearing of that child, pro\'ided the 
parents have demonstrated the abili- 
ty to act in the child's best interests. 

In the interests of ARB, a child. 
Court of Appeals No. A93A0698, 93 
FCDR 2632, decided July 2, 1993 
Georgia Court of Appeals. 

For further information, contact 
Sonny Burmeister of CRC of Georgia 
(see address and phone number else- 
where in this issue). 

Kentucky 

Joint custody must be accorded the 
"same dignity" as sole custody, and 
trial courts may not prefer the latter 
over the former, the Kentucky 
Supreme Court has declared. 

The court's pronouncement came 
in response to what it saw as confu- 
sion about trial courts following a 
Kentucky law enacted 13 years ago 
that gave the courts the power to 
grant joint custody. 

In fleshing out a standard to be 
used in making a custody dotorniina- 
tion, the court made clear that 
although a "cooperative spirit" 
between parents is not a condition 
precedent to a joint custody award, a 
judge should as.sess the likelihood of 
future cooperation (even if such coop- 
eration must be "assistiedi" through 
use of a court's cotitempt power and 
its power to modify custody. 

The court also said that judges are 
empowered to make such "orders as 
are necessary to properly effectuate 
joint custody," hut stopped short of 



agreeing with a recent appellate court 
suggestion that a judge should consid- 
er joint custody first. One judge dis- 
agreed with the court's more favorable 
view oTjoint custody. 

Squires v. Squires, Ky SupCT. No. 
92-SC-289-DG, 4/22/93. ' 

Rights of Unwed Father 

In a major family law change, the 
Texas Supreme? Court has recognized 
a biological father's constitutional 
right to estab'iish pateiTiity even when 
the child is born to a married couple. 

In the case, the court overturned 
the longstanding "marital presump- 
tion" in Texas that had prevented 
some biological fathers from suing for 
their parental rights. J.W.T. was con- 
ceived while the child's mother and 
husband were separated. 

The biological father, identified as 
Lariy G., had helped the mother pay 
for prenatal care before she and her 
estranged husband reconciled and dis- 
missed their divorce 

action. A paternity test showed a 
99.4 percent probability that Larry 
was J.W.T.'s biological father. 

Justice Doggett wrote that the trial 
court's denial of Larry's standing to 
sue violated the due course of law 
guarantee contained in article 1, sec- 
tion 19 of the Texas Constitution. 

Doggett discussed social changes, 
such as divorce and single parents, 
that have diminished the social stig- 
ma of illegitimacy, "...the focus should 
more properly be directed toward 
what is best for the child — it may be 
in (thei best interest of the child to 
allow development of a relationship 
with the natural father and it may 
not," said Doggett. 

The 7-2 majority said the court 
should consider a father's actions. "We 
thus believe that a father's interest in 
establishing a relationship with his 
biological child is constitutionally pro- 
tected when accompanied by the 
father's early and unqualified accep- 
tance of parental duties. "In the 
Interest of J.W.T.. No. D-1742, decid- 
ed June 30. 1993. 

(The Texas decision is in accord 
with the 198S Michael H. case, in 
which the L'.S. Supreme Court decid- 
ed ri-4 that !Ui unwed father has the 



right to a paternity hearing before his 
rights can be terminated). 

Mother's Income Imputed 

A mother who quit her $54,000 per 
year job to stay home with her chil- 
dren may not elude paying child sup- 
port to their father afler the children 
were placed in his custody when the 
mother decided to accompany her new 
husband on his overseas military 
assignment, the Virginia Court of 
Appeal has ruled. 

Overturning the court below, which 
had found insufficient evidence to 
impute income, the high court said 
that when a parent leaves his or her 
employment, the burden is upon that 
parent to show that the decision to do 
so was not voluntary;, the unilateral 
decision to stay home and care for a 
child is not sufficient, standing along, 
to establish that unemployment is 
involuntarj', if child care services are 
available. 

Noting that another reason given 
by the mother for quitting her job 
was the desire to stay home with the 
child she and her new husband were 
expecting, the court said that if the 
roles in this case had been reversed 
and the father chose to leave his job to 
stay at home to care for the children 
of another marriage it would not, 
without gi-eater reason, allow him to 
terminate his support obligation for 
other children. "The mother should be 
held to a like standard," the court 
lailed. 

Brody v. Brody (Streeter); VA 
CtApp. No. 0847-92-4. 6/29/93. 

Concealment of Child 
Bars Support 

A trial court erred in refusing to 
consider an obligor's claim that his ex- 
wife's "active concealment" of their 
son until after the child reached ma- 
jority is a viable defense to her aiTear- 
ages petition, the California Court of 
Appeals, First District, has held. 

The court distinguished between 
the prevailing view that a custodial 
parent cannot he estopped from col- 
lecting arrearages even upon a show- 
ing of that parent's interference with 

Continued on page 13 
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Bills and Resolutions in Congress 



We are including important bills 
and resolutions in Congi'ess affecting 
families. A bill, unlike a resolution, 
requires a state or person to do some- 
thing; a n^solution expresses the wish- 
es of Congi ess, but does not require 
action, H, or H.R. refei'S to the House 
of Repiesentatives; S. refers to the 
Senate. The phone number of the 
committee handling the bill is provid- 
ed below; you may call to check on the 
status of legislation, or to e.xpress 
your views. It is even more important 
to let your own Representative and 
Senators know your views. The capitol 
switchboard, which can connect you 
with the offices of all members of 
Congress and committees, is (202) 
CA4-3121 (224-3121). Although this is 
a 24-hour switchboard, and can pro- 
vide you night and day with names, 
addresses and direct phone numbers 
of all members of Congr-ess, and even 
sometimes names of staff night and 
day, the switchboard can only connect 
with you with an office during normal 
business hours. You may also wish to 
contact the Congi essmembers' branch 
ofTice in your district for information. 

As part of the Clinton Administra- 
tion budget bill, passed by a narrow 
margin in August, Congiess approved 
the following child support provisions, 
to; 

• piM'iiiit llic iKiii-c'u.slociial piirciu to .■^iibniil 
claims tor covered healtli insurance services 
\\itlK)Ut the approval of llie non-custodial par- 
ent, and to make payment on claims directlv to 
the eiislodial parent, the provider or the .-^lale 
aKenc> ; 

• set up a hospiial-based prot;ram lor the 
voluntary acknowlednemenl of paternity during 
a period ininiediatel> preceding,' or lollowinn the 
hirtli (il'a child. 

lAllliounh cue favors paternit\ stahlish- 
nieiil. whether or not a K'ender-lias.M cusled\ 
system is I'lcaled will depend on the Cornis 
adopted in each .state between now and March 
HIH'l. when this hospital-based paternity 
law lakes eflecl. Laurie Casey. CKC policy ana- 
lyst, has developed t;ender-balaiice(i fornix. 
Obtain a copy from her to introduce in vour 
state. . Laurie may be reached at I'.O. Kl. .\loriah 
Center. .\V l'«)(il. phone ifil.Hi !U'j ;i:i(i(i. Send 
.$.') fiir postage and handling' 

S (is!l. the coiiiprehen-ive "lira<lie> bill" 
1 11, lined fur it> primary >pon^-or. Sen. Hill 
Bradlev. D-NM'. would make major elianfjes m 



financial child support enforcement (see page 1 
story I. 

H.R. -ir) !. which affects jurisdiction for child 
support cases (see page 1 story i. 

H.R. KiOO. Interstate Child Support 
KnCorcemenl .'\ct. would authorize the .'ouils of 
each stale to determine their jurisdiction to 
establish, enforce, and modify child support 
orders. Introduced by Rep. Marge Roukema (R- 
NJ 1. referred to Consv.mer Credit and 
Insurance Subcommittee of House Judiciary 
Cotnmitlee (202i 225-8872. 

H.R. 915. would, in regard to child support, 
deny business and professional licenses to oblig- 
ors, provide for credit bureau reporting. 
Introduced by R- I^atricla Schroeder. 1)-C().. 
referred to Subcommittee on Economic and 
Commercial Law ofHou.se Judiciarv Committee 
1 202 1 225-895 L 

'When Congresswoman Schroeder was 
chairman of the House Select Committee on 
Children. Youth and F'amilies. she wrote to 
CRC members that she wanted to hold hearings 
that would focus on emotional as well as linan- 
cial support, but she never held such a hearing, 
and her bill only addresses financial child sup- 
port (|uestion. All House Select Comniittee.s. 
including Ms. Schroedcr's committee, were abol- 
ished by the House early in 199.'i i. 

S. 9(57. to provide for the Internal Revenue 
Service to collect financial child support. 
Introduced \iy Sen. Richard Shelh\ dV.M.i. 
Refi'rred to Senate Finance Conuiiiltee. (202 1 
221-1515. 

S, 922 would authorize only the .state where 
the child is living to modify a child support 
order. Introduced by Sen. Carol Moseley-Braun 
iD-IIj. referred to Subcommittee on Juvenile 
Justice of House Judiciarv Committee i2()2i 
22-1-5225. similar bill. S. 5;)2. has been intro- 
duced by Sen. I'eter Oonienici. referred to 
Subconiniitlee on Administrative 

Practice of Judiciarv (^)n^lliltee i202i 22-t- 



S. .")9(). the coniprelien.-i\ <■ "Rockefi'lic r bill" 
(named for it> primary sponsor. Sen. John J. 
Kockeleller. D-WA'i. this family preservation 
and chdd protection reform act would provide 
funds to provide services to help pnwent abuse, 
neglect and I'amilv disintegration; would fund 
intensive faiiulv preservation programs 
designed to help children at risk of foster care 
placement remain with their families i including 
adopti\e familiesi. Referred to Finance 
Coliiiiiittee. ■2()2i22-t-1515 

S .")()l, Cliild and Family Services and Law 
I'aiforcement l'arlnei>hip Act. designed to pre- 
vent eoiniiiunil> \ioleiice by facilitating mierac- 
lion between child and laniil.v service organi/a- 



lions, law enforcement agencies, local educa- 
tional agencies, and other community organiza- 
tions, ways to help prevent violence, and to pro- 
vide services to those who have witnessed vio- 
lence. Sponsored by Sen, Chris Dodd, referred 
to Subcommittee on Children. Family. Drugs 
and Aicoholism of Committee on Labor and 
Human Resources. i2(l2l 224-5;)75. 

S. 4J4. to amend the IRS code to allow lax- 
payers a bad debt deduction for unpaid child 
support payments and to require the inclu.sion 
in income of child support payments which a 
taxpayer does not pay — thus taxing the obligor 
twice (The obligor already pays tax on income 
that .s*hould have been allocated (or child sup- 
port, and thi.s hill would tax him or her again 
for those portiems not paid i. 

H.R. 5.55. to ensure that any overdue child 
support obligations are reported to credit re- 
porting agencies. 



H.R. .520. the Link-Up 
for Learning Act. >. . lid 
provide progratns for at- 
risk youth, with the goal of 
improving their educational 
perlbrmance. Sponsored by 
N'ita Lowcy. D-CA. (202i 
225-050(1 
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S.(i. .Sexual Assault Prevention Act of 199:i. 
sponsored hy Sen. Bob Hole, designed to pre- 
vent and punish sexual violence and dotnestic 
violence against women. This bill was absorbed 
in part by S. 1 1. "The Biden Bill," the \'iolence 
.\gainst Women Act. which was unanimously 
approved by the .Senate Judiciary Committee. 
The Biden bill is expected to pass the Senate, 
and then he considered by the House. Designed 
to prevent and punish sexual violence and 
domestic violence against women, and to estjdi- 
lish a national task force on violence against 
women. Prior to passage, a provision of the bill 
was dropped that would have expressed the 
sense of Congress that spouse abusers not 
attain joint custody of children, but see .S. 8 and 
H.R. (i88. which contain such provisions. 
Congress passed a similar joint custody resolu- 
tion sev eral years ago spon..;<)rcd hv Rep. Connie 
Morella iR-.\IDi (if Congress is going to enter 
the custody area, traditiiaially reserved for the 
states, it should recommend joint custody-- 
shared parenting— as a first option for lit par- 
ents, especially as the Census Bureau reports 
that parents with joint custod.v and visitation 
pay far more in linancial support than parents 
witlioul joint custody and visitation. Coiigres- i> 
expected to consider strong riiiaiicial support 
legislation Ibis vear. and so statistics on who 
pay> and why is important for Congress to fac- 
tor into its deliberations I. 

.S. 8. lo control and prevent crime. .Similar 
to S.() above .Section 22()2'2i of the hills savs 
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"joint ciistocly fbrccd upon hostile parents can 
create a daniatjing psychological environment 
for a child," while Section 2262i5i says "It is the 
sense of the Congress that, for the purpose of 
deterniinint; child custody, evidence es'ahlish- 
ing that a parent engages in physical ahuse of a 
spouse should create a statutory presumption 
that it is detrimental to the child to he placed in 
the custody of the ahusive spouse." The hill 
would create a N'alional Task Foice on Violence 
Against Women. Introduced hy Sen. Orrin 
Hatch I K-l'Ti. reCei red to -ludiciary Cninniiltee. 
i2ll2i224-5-22;"). 

H.R. 688, similar to S. S lahovei. Introduced 
hy Rep. Susan Molinari iR-XYi. referred to the 
subcommittee on Ci ime and Criminal Justice of 
House Judiciary Committee, (2()2i 226-240(i. 

S. 'Zrt-l. to ensure that any 
peace dividend is invested in 
America's families and deficit 
reduction. Sec. states "The 

Secretary of the Ti easury shall 
increase the personal exemption 
for individuals as determined 
under section Inl of the IRS 
code of 19iS6..." Introduced by Sen. Phil (Jranini 
iR-TXi. referred to Committee on Budget <2()2i 
224-0(512 and Committee on Ciovernmental 
AlVairs 1 202 ' 224-4751. 

II. R. 77J. the "Cniforin Child Support 
Knforcenient .Vt of I99:i" would amend the IRS 
code and the Social Security Act to repeal pros i- 
sions relating to state enforcement of financial 
child support and to reciuire the IRS to collect 
support through wage withholdmg. Introduced 
hy Hep. Hyde iR-II.i, leferred to subcommittee 
on Human Resources i202i 22r)-l()2.") of the 
House Judiciaiy Connnittee. 

H.R. 4Jo. to provide ta.x relief for families, 
hy providing an additional SHOO ta.x deduction 
for a family for each child under age 19. No pro- 
vision lor who would be eligible for this 
increased deduction in cases of divorce, 
intniduced by Rep. Frank Wolf iR-\'Ai. referred 
to Committee on Way.- and Mean-. '2i)2' 22.")- 
:i(;2."). 

H.R 1.^00. to provide set-aside progiams for 
pregnant teenagers that include health care, 
job training, mentor support and cuiinselling 
services. Introduced by Congresswoman Jolene 
CiiMield il)-W.\i. referred to IClementary. 
Secondary and \'iicat loiia 1 l-',diicalional 
Committee of Coiiiniittee on Hdueatioii and 
Labor. '2021 225-.l:ifi>; 

.S. ,S7(). to provide Cor neutral drop-olV and 
pick-up .-ites lor visitation. The purpii-e of the 
bill IS laudatory - to prevent problems for chil- 
dren during accc,-.-. but the introductory liiii- 
gaagi' IS punitise against noii-custodial par- 
ents, assigning blame to thein for posl-disorce 
conllicts. CRC has iiilbrnieil .S<.nator Wellstone 
of till' work of Dick Woods, who is administer- 
i.-.f; a .-s: 101 1. 00(1 federal grant that includes neu- 
tral drop oil and puk-up (H'ocedure- Refilled 



to Labor and Human Resources Committee, 
i202i224-,")3;,"). 

H.R. 741, to amend Title IV of the Social 
Security Act to provide welfare families with 
the educatio ■ (raining, job search, and work 
experience to prepare them to leave welfare 
within two years, to authorize states to conduct 
demonstration projects to test the ed'ectiveness 
of policies designed to help people leave welfare 
and increase their financial security. Introduced 
hy Rep. Clay Shaw iR-FLi. referred to the 
Committee on Ways and Means. i2()2i 225- 
7054. 

H.R. (519. to amend the Fair Credit 
Reporting Act to assure the conipleleness and 
accuracy of consumer information maintained 
by credit reporting agencies. Included in credit 
reporting agencies are state and local financial 
child support enforcement agencies. Introduced 
by Rep. McCaiidless iR-C.'\i, referred to subcom- 
mittee on Consumer Credit Service of 
Committee on Banking. Finance and Crban 
Affairs .2021 22,5-8H72. 

H.R. 522. to provide a giant to a nonprofit 
organization to establish and operate a national 
domestic violence hotline. Sec 2i2i states that 
the hotline shall provide "victims of domestic 
\iolence needed access to resources which will 
refer such victims and their children to safe 
homes and shelters." Introduced by Rep. 
Constance Morella iR-NH)i. and referred to 
Select Kdueation and Civil Rights 
Subcommittee. 1 202 1 22(v75:i2. 

II. R. 455. to amend Title I\' of the Social 
Security .-\ct to remo\e the barriers and disin- 
centives in the program of AFDC 'Aid to 
Families with Dependent Children i that pre- 
sent recipients of such aid fnmi moving toward 
self-sufTiciency. Introduced by Rep. Tony Hall 
iD-()Hi, refeired to Subcommittee on Human 
Resources of Coniniilteo on Ways and Means 
i202i 225-.3{-)25. This bill is expected to be incor- 
porated into the forthcoming Welfare Reform 
hill. 

H. Res. 2;i(). declares that 
sCry^^^jT*" "whereas the current hivakdown 
" of the traditional .American fami- 

ly is a major factor contributing 
to the rise of crime, teen preg- 
nancy, educational failure, sub- 
stance abuse, and suicide among 
our nation's youth. ...laiidi 
: it interest of society and govern- 
ment to adopt policies that help families stay 
together by sliengthing and sustaining fathers 
and mothers m fulfilling their parental roles." 
organizations and governmental bodies are 
urged to recognize .Inly 28, 1991 as I'arents 
D.iy Introduced by Rep. Dan Burton 'R-lXi. 
referred to House Post ( )Hice and Civil SciMce 
Conimiltr'ei202i 225-10.54 
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Continued from page 11 

visitation rights. However, it said, a 
"valid" distinction has been recognized 
between "mere interference" with visi- 
tation and the "deliberate 'sabotage' of 
visitation rights by concealment of the 
child." 

Saying the active concealment of a 
child is an implicit election to raise 
the child without financial assistance 
from the non-custodial parent, the 
couit said it saw no reason to reward 
a custodial parent with a belated 
award of support arrearages that will 
be of no tangible benefit to the child. 
Furthermore, the court said, the child 
had been denied the benefits inherent 
in a congenial parent-child relation- 
ship. Damico v. Dam.ico; Calif CtApp 
l.stDist. No. A056426, 4/28/93. 

The second, fifth, and sixth cases 
above are adapted courtesy of the 
Bureau of National Affairs. 
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MORE NEWS ABOUR CRC'S 7th NATIONAL 
CONFERENCE WILL APPEAR IN THE NEXT 
ISSUE OF "SPEAK OUT FOR CHILnPEN. " 



If you haven't already included a 
bequest to the Children's Rights 
Council in your will, you should con- 
sider doing so. 

There is a wonderful way to contin- 
ue giving beyond your lifetime. 
(Numerous officers and friends of 
( RC have already included CRC as a 
beneficiary in their will.) This is not 
only good tax-planning, but also 
servos as a tremendous inspiration to 
others. It will ensure that the issues 
so important to you and CRC will con- 
tinue to get the attention they 
deserve. 

For more information, call or write: 

Elina Hum Pratt 
Attorney At Law 
7845 Brookview Court 
Manassas, VA 22110 

( 70;^ 1 690-28-1 -1 

Klina Htiin Prntl is CHC's tax 
liiwvcr. 
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The Families First Program 
' in Cobb County, GA 

The Families Firsl Program in 
Cobb County, Georgia, has received 
national attention (in The New York 
Times, on CBS T\^s show ••20/20" and 
other media), since the program was 
launched in October 1988. 

By court order, all parents involved 
in a divorce action or a modification 
action where children are involved, 
are required to attend the four-hour 
seminar. 

In the seminar, counselors inform 
parents about the divorce pi^ocess, how 
to tell the children, what reactions to 
expect, and how to develop a "co-par- 
enting" role with your soon-to-be for- 
mer spouse. The •'do's and dont's" are 
explored and subjects such as access 
(visitation), types of custody and 
financial child support are highlight- 
ed. 

Spouses who are extremely angi-y 
at each other can attend separate 
seminars and the court system will 
provide notification if they sign-up for 
the same time and day. 

Families First has trained between 
125 to 150 court personnel and family 
service agency personnel on how to 
conduct the seminars. 

More than 6,000 Cobb County par- 
ents have attended the progi'am, and 
94' r of them rate the progi-am as help- 
ful to extremely helpful, according to 
Nancy Parkhouse, deputy directoi' of 
Cobb County's Juvenile Court, who 
onginated the progi-am aftei^ obtaining 
information on a similar program foi- 
divorcing parents in Kansas. 

According to Parkhouse and 
Beverly Bradburn-Stern, who heads 
the seminal^ progi^am, the main mes- 
sage is co-pai^enting. •"Parents may 
dissolve their marriage hut they will 
always he the parents of their child," 
stated Stern. In fact, the message on 
the reser\'ati()n card sent out by the 
("ohb Supeiior Court Administration 
says: •'Families Don't P2nd...MaiTiages 
Del" 

According to the manual developed 
foi' this program by Families First, 



Divorcing parents, at a time when 
their children are in great need of 
them, are not fully available for emo- 
tional support. "This may result in 
their spending less time and providing 
less discipline. It is precisely this dis- 
ruption in parenting that hurts chil- 
dren fai- more than the divorce itself 

"The program attempts to help par- 
ents to recognize 'places' where they or 
their children can get stuck, to explore 
avenues to resolve conflicts and to pro- 
vide information on soui'ces of sup- 
port," says Parkhurst. "We want to 
provide hope, perpetuate co-parenting 
and get parents to seek the best inter- 
est of the child. As a side benefit, we 
hope to reduce litigation." 

"The program has addressed the 
subject of overnight visitation for chil- 
dren under the age of three with the 
non-custodial parent," says Bradburn- 
Stern. who heads the seminar pro- 
gram. "Overnight visitation by the 
infant or toddler is very appropriate 
where a bond with the non-custodial 
parent was already present prior to 
the separation." However, where the 
non-custodial parent had not been 
actively involved in the parenting and 
the nurturing prior to the separation, 
then "overnight visitation should be 
limited until that bond is developed." 
says Bradbuni-Stei-n. 

The seminar changed its name sev- 
eral months ago from "Divoi'cing 
Parent Seminar" to "Children Cope 
With Divorce." 

"We wanted the title to refiect the 
real concentration of the program — 
helping the children to cope and suc- 
cessfully adjust to the divorce of their 
parents," says Bradburn-Steni. 

Bi^adburn-Stern credits Pai'khouse 
for having the vision, initiative and 
determination to get the ball rolling. 
••Nancy believed that something had to 
be done to pi'otect children in custody 
battles," said Stern. 

At least seven communities have 
adopted similar progi^ams for divoi-c- 
ing parents. Those include Savannaii, 
CiA: Indianapolis, IN, St. Petersburg, 
Fl,. Marion. OH; LaPorte. IN. 
Klkhart. IN. and Wilkes-l^arre. PA. 



Adapted from "Voices For 
Children," a publication of the 
Children's Rights Council of Georgia, 
March, 1993. 

(Note: CRC gave an award several 
years ago to the originators of the sim- 
ilar progiam in Wyandotte County, 
KS, entitled "Sensible Approach to 
Divorce (SAD)." Johnson County, 
Kansas, also provides a SAD-type pro- 
gi-am in its county. ) 



Stay-At-Home Moms Gain 

in Popularity 

Stay-at-Home Moms are fashion- 
able again in many communities," The 
Wall Street Journal repoited July 23, 
1993. 

"Stay-at-home mothers were the 
norm. ..in the 1950s and 1960's. But by 
the 1980's, as women made gains in 
the work force, the housewife led into 
disrepute. Stay-at-home motherhood 
was viewed by some professionals as a 
jhetto of sorts ibr women who couldn't 
cut it at the office. For some, "what do 
you do?" became a dreaded question 
and "just a housewife" a pejorative 
word. 

Today, with more than 51' i of 
women in the vvoi'k fbi-ce, stay-at-home 
motherhood is becoming fashionable 
again in some circles, partly because it 
a luxury that so few families can 
afford — the equivalent of say, a BMW 
a decade ago. 

But as the pendulum swings back 
and full-time mothers gain respect, 
some employed mothei-s fear they are 
losing it — and are being viewed as bad 
mothers, besides, said the Wall St. 
Joui'nal article. 

The signs of full-time mothering's 
renaissance are legion. A license plate 
on a Cincinnati sedan pi-oudlv pro- 
claims: MOM INC. " 

The I'm just a housew ife with apolo- 
gies is going away," sav's 

Ann Charman, one of the 
Yankelovic'h Pai'tners, a consulting 
firm that studies societal changes. 
Women who stav'CKl home used to .'^ee it 
as 'just a job." she says. Now they see 
themselves as "CFO of the hou.sehold." 
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CRCs first book, "The Best Parent 
is Both Parents: A Guide to Shared 
Parenting in the 21st Century." is 
now available in bookstores around 
the country. 

The publisher of the book is 
Hampton Roads Publishing Company 
in Norfolk, Virginia, a nationally 
known publisher. 

The 157-page book. ISBN 1- 
878901-56-7, contains contribution.^; 
from CRC writers and researchers. 

Although you can order a copy of 
the book from CRC or from the pub- 
lisher, we prefer that you order a copy 
from your local bookstore. The advan- 
tages of ordei'ing from your bo()k.store 
are: 

• the price of the book is the same 
($9.95). but you will save shipping 
charges; 

• ordering from a bookstore alerts 
the bookstore to the fact that there is 
interest in this book. If you tell the 
bookstore of your interest in CRC. and 
ask them to .citock the book, they will 
likely order 5 or 10 copies or more. 

• having those extra copies on the 
bookshelves will attract other poten- 
tial book bu>ers who are browsing in 
the stores. 

CRC is not interested so much in 
royalties from the book (although they 
are welcome) as in getting our — and 
your ideas — out to a wider audience. 

Even if people don't buy the book, 
many of them will see the title "The 
Best Parent is Both Parents" on the 
bookshelves, and. we hope, be afTected 
positively by those woi'ds. 

Some CRC activists, ineliuling 
Brent Sandbak of Texas. lia\ e called 
numerous bookstores, stating that 
thev are meinlu'rs of CRC. and asking 



the bookstores to carry the book. 

The bookstores are responding 
favorably, said Sandbak and othei-s. 

The CRC book, an update of several 
CRC reports, contains substantial 
new information, and has been two 
years in the making. "We hope to 
reach a market for CRCs ideas that 
has to date been untapped," said CRC 
President Da\id L. Lev>', the editor of 
the book. 

One reader of the book was sur- 
prised to find that according to the 
U.S. Census Bureau, only 25 percent 
of fathers subject to court-ordered 
child support do not pay any support. 
"Although I wish the figure were zero, 
the government and the media always 
present the non-compliance figure as 
much higher." said Joyce Wright of 
Albuquerque. New Mexico, in a letter 
to CRC. 

Contributors to the book include 
CRC writers and researchers Anna 
Keller. Elliott H. Diamond and 
Alexander Hillary II, as well as 
Elizabeth McGonagle, originator of 
the "Banana Splits" school-based pro- 
gi-am in upstate New York. 

The book contains much factual 
data, and extensive endnotes. 

Infoniiation about CRC. as well as 
the names, addresses and phone num- 
bers of CRC chapters are listed in the 
back of the book. The names of CRC 
advisors are also provided. 

CRC Office Staff 

Lynn Nesbitt, who works full time 
at the CRC office, now has an assis- 
tant. LaJuan Sykes. If you call the 
CRC office at (202' 547-6227. you will 
find either Lynn or La-Iuan pleasant 
to talk to. 

CRC Advisor Farrell 

Publishes Book 

"The Myth of Male Power: Why 
Men are the Disposable Sex." by CRC 
Advisor Warren Farrell. was pub- 
lished in July. 199:5 by Simon & 
Schuster. The book gives statistics on 
men and women with regards to 
health, niilitarv life, and crime, and 



mentions that 85'y'( of single parent 
homes are headed by women, thus 
disposing of men as active, caring par- 
ents. (Note: CRC notes that the cur- 
rent system also disposes of mothers 
and grandparents, i.e. the 2 million 
non-custodial mothers and many 
adversely affected grandparents, 
while the greatest losers from the cus- 
tody system are, of course, the chil- 
dren). 

CRC Advisor Stabenow 
Running for Governor 

Debbie Stabenow, a long-tine CRC 
advisor, is running for governor in 
Michigan. The election is in 
November, 1994. Stabenow, a 
Democratic Michigan state senator, 
was the driving force behind the 
change in Michigan law that provided 
for a balanced "support and visitation" 
bill in the early 1980's. 

Michigan is the only state CRC is 
aware of that treats visitation as 
important as financial support by 
linking the two together in the title of 
the same bill, "and this is largely the 
effoi-t of Debbie Stabenow," said CRC 
President Da\'id L. Levy. 

Stabenow, who spoke at CRCs 
1992 conference, also contributed to 
CRCs efforts to get Congress to 
authorize the access (visitation) 
grants in the 1988 Family Support 
Act. 

She endorsed the progi-am in a let- 
ter (which also appears in CRCs 
Report R105A) that the reason 
Michigan has led the country in the 
rate of child support collections is 
because of Michigan's "Friend of the 
Court" and balanced family law legis- 
lation. 

"If there was one thing that con- 
vinced Congress to authorize $8 bil- 
lion for access visitation gi'ants in the 
1988 Family Support Act. it was the 
link between child access and finan- 
cial support." said Levy. 

Michigan collects $8.;i'i in support 
for every dollar spent to collect, a fig- 
ure which has consistently led the rest 
of the states, according to the LT.S. 
Department of Health and Human 
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media inquiries a week. Press people 
often ask for statistics and facts. 
Within the past few months, CRC rep- 
resentatives have been contacted by 
TV and print publications including 
CNN, the New York Times, Focus on 
the Family, Redbook magazine. The 
St. Louis Post Dispatch, The Toledo 
(Ohio I Blade, and the Winston-Salem 
(NC) Journal. The Journal, in an 
August 1, 1993 article, quoted CRC as 
saying that about 172,000 of the 
6,600,000 children whose access (visi- 
tation) is interfered with by custodial 
parents, are in North Carolina. CRC 
urges child advocate.s in other states to 
get local media to quote the statistics 
for their state. See state-by-state 
breakdown elsewhere in this issue. 
CRC was quoted in a front page article 
on mediation that appeared in the 
Washington Post on July 12. 1993. 
and in various other publications. CRC 
also receives frequent calls from indi- 
\iduals writing magazine articles and 
books. 

TV Violence 

The plethora of sex and violence on 
TV is "no accident", but has been "pur- 
posely injected into the mainstream of 
American television," according to a 
lengthy Outlook article in the 
Washington Post, August 1, 1993, by 
David Levy (no relation to the presi- 
dent of CRC). Levy, who is an unoffi- 
cial advisor to CRC. is executive direc- 
tor of the Caucus for Producers, 
Writers and Directors and president of 
Wilshire Productions Inc. in Los 



Angeles. Levy, former NBC officer in 
charge of network programming, 
talks about the damage to children 
that has occuiTed over the years from 
excessive sex and violence — damage 
he tried to warn Congress and the 
networks about 30 years ago — and 
the need to limit violence and sex on 
TV today. The article provides a com- 
prehensive overview of the increase in 
sex and violence in TV over the past 
30 years. 

Volunteers, 
Materials, Services 
Needed 

Are you interested in advocacy, 
office work, public relations, fund-rais- 
ing, membership development, tax 
issues affecting the family, research or 
writing? If so, please write to CRC. We 
will send you information. 

If you donate materials, such as 
computers, typewriters, fax machines, 
or telephones, we can use them at our 
national office in Washington, D.C. or 
give them to our chapters around the 
country. And you can obtain a tax 
deduction for your gift. 

If you know of an accounting firm 
that does audits for non-profit gi'oups, 
and the firm would consider doing an 
annual audit for CRC pro bono or at a 
reduced rate, please let us know. We 
currently pay a substantial amount of 
money for our annual audit and IRS 
Form 990. 
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Services (HHS). 

Administrative officers in all 67 
Michigan counties, who are called 
"Friends of the Court", are supposed 
to administratively investigate and 
resolve not just support arrearages, 
but also visitation complaints. 
Although there are complaints that in 
many counties, visitation problems 
are not treated seriously by the 
Friends of the Court, Michigan at 
least has the distinction of having an 
administrative statewide system in 
place, said Levy. Michigan's short- 
comings, which includes insulating 
the friend of the court from account- 
ability or removal, are being studied 
by other states, including Texas, 
which is working to set up its own 
"Friend of the Court" system with 
more accountability by its adminis- 
trative officers. 

CRC, as a non-profit organization, 
cannot endorse candidates for public 
office, but individuals are free to work 
on campaigns and to make contribu- 
tions. 

Stabenow may be reached at the 
State House, Lansing, Michigan. 

Intellectual Property 
Services 

Charlie Ruggiero, who obtained 
trademark protection for CRC. is a 
specialist in trademark, patent, copy- 
right, and licensing law. He is now a 
partner, with his name in the title of 
the newly-revamped law firm of 
Ohlandt, Greeley and Ruggiero, 1 
Landmark Square. Suite 903, 
Stamford. CT. 06901. telephone i203) 
327-6067. 

Computer Technology 

Services 

Steve ("han, who has helped CRC 
with its computer system, is knowl- 
edgeable in computer technolog>'. and 
has also served as an export witness 
in computer procurement cases on 
the federal level. Mr. Chan is at 
Uniprime Systems. Inc., P.O.Box 
3247. Baltimore, MD. 21228. phone 
I -110) 7.17-7510. 

Media Contacts 

CRC's National office in 
Washington. D.C. is fielding about 10 



If you work for the federal govern- 
ment, or know someone who does, 
please designate — or have your 
friends designate — the Children's 
Rights Council in the Combined 
Federal Campaign, which is now 
underway at all government offices, 
po.st otTices, and military bases. 

CRC is Number "l513 in the 
Children's Charities of America .sec- 
tion of the annual federal government 
charity drive, the same numlier we 
had lasl year. 



CRC only receives funds that con- 
tributors actually designate to CRC. 

CRC is also listed as number 1513 
in the San Francisco, California Bay 
area workplace campaign, for those 
who wish to contribute to CRC. 

CRC has sent thank you letters to 
everyone who contributed to us last 
year, and who permitted their names 
to he given to us. For those contribi.- 
tors who preferred anonymity, we also 
say thank you! 
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California 

A bill thcit would allow the custodi- 
al pai'ent to move out of state without 
notifying the courts or the non-custo- 
dial parent was recently defeated in a 
Senate subcommittee in Sacramento, 
according to Lou Ann Bassan, CRC 
coordinator in Califoinia. 

The current requirement in 
California requires 45 days notice to 
the court and to the non-custodial par- 
ent prior to a parent's planned perma- 
nent removal of a child from the state. 
This allows the other parent an oppor- 
tunity to oppose the move, or support 
it, perhaps by working out new finan- 
cial or parenting time (visitation) 
an-angements with the other parent. 

Another bill which would require 
support financial child support until a 
child reaches age 21 or goes to college 
was recently defeated in a Senate sub- 
committee. Currently, California 
requii-es child support until a child 
reaches age 18. 

California is a bellwether state in 
family law legislation, so what hap- 
pens there often has a strong effect on 
the rest of the country ibut see below 
regarding college education require- 
ments in Pennsylvania and New 
Hampshire). 

The two bills were opposed by Jim 
Cook, pi-c'sident of the Joint Custody 
Association in Los Angeles, CRC of 
California. COPS (Coalition of Parent 
Support). PACT (Parents and Chil- 
dren Together), and FREE (Fathers 
Rights and Equality Exchange), and 
other groups, who held a rally in 
Sacramento in Februaiy 1993 attend- 
ed by 300 people. Members of the 
group visited legislators, testified 
before legislative committees, wrote 
letters and made phone calls. 

Bassan said leaders of the groups 
have formed the Executive Committee 
for Family Law Reform of Northei-n 
California, a coalition designed to 
plan future strategy. 

I CRC encourages pan>ntal support 
for a child's college education, and 
seeks research on whether, if a state 
helps to assure close and continuing 
contact between a child and the non- 



Chapter News 

custodial parent, contributions from 
that parent to the child's college edu- 
cation can be induced voluntarily). 

Virginia 

Virginia has passed a "friendly par- 
ent" pi'ovision to its custody law, and a 
i-equirement of 30 days notice in writ- 
ing before the intended move of a cus- 
todial parent from the state. 

The provisions are amendments to 
20-107.2 of the Code of Virginia. 

The "friendly parent" provision 
states that as a factor in detemiining 
who should get custody, the court 
shall consider "The propensity of each 
parent to allow the child contact with 
the other parent, and the I'elative will- 
ingness and demonstrated ability of 
each parent to maintain a close and 
continuing I'elationship with the 
child." 

The "friendly parent" provision is 
similar to provisions in California and 
other states that statutorily allow a 
court to consider, in gi-anting custody, 
which parent is most likely to encour- 
age fi-equent and continuing contact 
with the other pai-ent. 

A number of states also have 
requirements of 30 to 60 days notice 
to the court and the other parent prior 
to a parent moving from the state 
with the child. The purpose of such a 
provision is to give parents time to 
object to the move, or to work out 
revised access and/or financial 
arrangements i-egarding the child, in 
an orderly way. 

The Virginia not'ce requirement 
states that "In any proceeding involv- 
ing custody or visitation, the court 
shall include as a condition of any cus- 
tody or visitation order a requirement 
that thirty days' advance written 
notice be given to the court and the 
other party by any party intending to 
i-elocate. The couil may require that 
the notice be in such foi'm and contain 
such information as it deems proper 
and necessary under the circum- 
stances of the cases." 

Another new provision in the 
Vii'ginia statute provides that the 
court may consider the reasonable 

Si'i:.\K ( 



preference of the child, if the court 
deems the child to be of reasonable 
intelligence, understanding, age and 
experience to express such a prefer- 
ence. 

CRC's Virginia coordinator, Cindy 
Lewis of Norfolk, who has been 
appointed to the Study Group for the 
Virginia Commission on Youth to 
study custody and visitation, praised 
the efforts of many men and women in 
Virginia to get the above changes into 
law. 

In another development, Murray 
Steinberg of the Richmond, VA. CRC 
chapter, has been appointed to the 
Virginia Child Support Enforcement 
Advisory Committee. He joins Paul 
Robinson of northern Virginia CRC, 
who was already a member of the 
committee. 

Texas 

Health Care Costs to be 
Shared 

A new amendment to the Texas 
code pro\ades for a sharing of the costs 
of unreimbursed medical expenses for 
the child. Previously, Texas courts 
have been splitting the unreimbursed 
medical costs 50-50, with only the 
non-custodial parent's portion payable 
as financial child support. There was 
no court requirement that the custodi- 
al parent pay his or her part of the 
medical costs. 

The provision, added to Sec. 
14.053(d) of the Family Code states 
that "As additional child support the 
court shall allocate between the par- 
ties, according to the parties' circum- 
stances, the reasonable and necessary 
health care expenses of a child that are 
not reimbursed by health insurance." 

Kids whose parents have 
divorced, who would like to give 
advice to other kids whose parents 
arc divorcing, are invited to write to 
author Gayle Kimball for a question- 
naire to complete. The title of her 
book in pi-ogress is "How to Survive 
Your Parents' Divoi'ce." You may 
write to her at 42 Ranchito Way, 
(^hico, CA 95928. 
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New Chapters 
Formed 

CRC is ploas(>d to announce that CRC 
chapters arc being developed in two addition- 
al stiitos. They are Tennessee and Minnesota. 
David Courson. who is a real estate agent in 
Nashville, is CRC s new coordinator in 
Tennessee. David attended CliC's 1992 con- 
ference. 

Bruce Kaskubar, who is a computei- tech- 
nology analyst with the Mayo Clinic in 
Fiochcstor. is CRC s new coordinator in 
Minnesota. 

CRCs new Florida state coordinator is 
Kris Kline, author of "For the Sake of the 
Children." a book published by Prima 
Publishers (distributed by St. Mcirtin's Pressi. 
that advises parents on how to co-operate 
after divorce. Kris, who lives in the Tampa 
area, has spoken at CRC conferences. She and 
her husband Stephen ha\'e operated an ad\ er- 
tising communications company for 20 years. 

National Affiliate 
Organizations 
Mothers Without Custody (M\V.'OC) 
P.O. BdX 27418 
Hoii.slon. TX 77227-741H 
ph<)nci7i;!i840-lH2() 
'Jennifer I.-;h;un. prt'.<id(MU 

Grandparents United for Children's 
Rights (GUCR) 
137 L^arkiii Sired 
.Madison. \VI .i;t7(l.'i 
|)h<im-itiO«i2:!8-X7."il 
Klhel Dunn, i-xirulivc dirt'i-Wtr 

Stepfamily Associntion of 
America cSAA) 

21.") CVnlcnniiil Mall Syulli. Sink- 212 
LiniTiln. Nebraska (iH5().') 

■ 4021 477-78:t7 
•luclnh Baui'i-sCi'ld. pii'sidrnl 

CRC Chapte«-s 

/Vlabama 

CKC (il Alaliam.i 
t.^■l M(tn)hv ..XviTuic 
Fairhupi*. AI . :tf)."i.r2 
K 1). Wiis'in. coiirdnialin' 
.2(l.-,i92.s-(l IH.| 

Alaska 

.Alaska l)ads and Mdin- 
2225 ■\ri-lii- BiHilcv aid. Su- -ti i:t 
Ani lKiraKi'. AK SKI.'iO:) 
.;)(I7. 274-7:i,"i.S 

( lar\ Maxwell, sl.ilc i-iMirdaialur 

Ala>ka KaniiK Suppurl (inuip 
IM) Has 11 l(iS)l 
Amliiiranc .\K l-lilill 

■ !)(l7i .■t.| |-77i)7 
•Jim .Arnc-si-n. prr-iilenl 

.Sfi-diul \Vi\ i'.s and ( 'laltin-ii 
IM). s7.-,7:il 
Wasdia. AK !ii):;h7 .".7.11 
'i«)7.:i7(iMl."i 
'Vv:\i \ I )n>kdl. prc-idt-hl 

C'HC (»f California 
and San I'raneisco cUapti-r 
2")17 Niiriitra .'^Irci-I. .Said' 
^iiu KiaTUisca. CA i)l 122 
. ll".'7.'').t-,s:U:". 

[xia .Ann Ua.-v>;ni. sl.iii* ctBirdaiali-c 

CUCdrCaliCnilaa 
Sarraauaiti. iHiaplt-r 
IM) Has liDM 1 
•Sai rai in, ( 'A !l."i,'<(iil 



Piotr Blass, who had been CRCs coordina- 
tor in Florida, will continue to head a chapter 
in south Florida. Blass. who along with long- 
time CRC memlx^r Roger Gay. has numerous 
European contacts, will, along with Gay. 
develop CRC contacts in Europe and Israel. 
Blass lives in Boynton Beach, near Miami. 
Florida. Gay. who lived previously in Texas, 
has spent the past several months in 
England, and will soon move to Sweden, 
where his son is living with his son's mother. 

CRC seeks to form chapters throughout 
the U.S., in order to assist the citizens of each 
state with that state's unique laws. Custody 
reform is primarily handled on the state level, 
although Congress is entering the field more 
and more, and what happens in Congress 
affects all the states. 

If you are part of a national network, 
you will generally get a better reception 
than a group that is limited to one state or 
community. 

Coordinators of our state chapters main- 
tain contact by mail exchange and cross-coun- 
try telephone conference calls between the 



chapters and CRC national. In this way, 
chapters can benefit from each other and do 
not have to constantly "re-invent the wheel". 

Chapters exist in 25 states. 

If you live in a state where there is a 
CRC chapter, we urge you to join the chap- 
ter. In this way. _\ou will be networking 
with a chapter and national CRC to reform 
custody law and attitudes around the coun- 
try. By becoming a member of the chapter, 
vou also become a member of national 
CRC. 

If you would like to learn if a chapter is 
forming in your state, write or call CRC. If 
you would like to form a chapter in your 
own state or community, write to CRC for 
our Affiliation Booklet. 

This 37-page booklet explains every- 
thing you want to know about affiliation. 

After reviewing the booklet, write to 
Eric Anderson of Texas, CRC chapter coor- 
dinator, for further information. Eric's 
address is listed below. 

Note: CRCs name is protected by feder- 
al trademark law. 



Palni-ia CtuhkMi. ohaii" 
.SI16i(i:t.>2.=>SK) 

Colorado 

CKCofColorada 
P.O. Box 2.S()()S.1 
haki'w.md. CO S022S 
.:)();! 1 9W1-690:! 

X'alrrie Ozsii. slate OK)rdinal(ii' 

Delaware 

cue of Delawaiv 
P.O. Box 1S2 
Bellu'l. DK 199:U 

i:«)2.87.5-7;i.");i 

Hdl Uarrell. aKirdinalar 
'.■«r2i 7:M-S.=i22 
-Janics Morninji. pi-oidnu 

Florida 

cue of Kli.nda 

Shore Drive 
Klleiilon, Fl, :M222 
'Sl.'i' 722-H(iS« 
Kris Kline, coordmalor 

CRC ol' Florida, 
.saiilhern Florida ehapler 
11.-; W. Tara Lake.- Diive 
Havntoii Beaeh. I'l. 
.I(i7i:t9.")-.")."ir2 
I'loli- Hlas^. ehaa- 

(leorjfia 

cue ofCreorma 
P ( ) Box 70 tS(i 
Mai icUa. C.A :i(Uio7-(i4Mi 
■■I0.l'92n-711(l 

.'^iiiin;. Bliniici-;ler eiKirdiiiatiir 

lUinoi.s 
CKCol llliaois 
P.O, Box 7,S(; 
I'l-kin. 11. (il. ").".."! (i7.m; 
.:i09.()97-.l2:t.". 
Ann I )aniiei'. (-tita'dniatoi' 

Indiana 

cue of Indiana 
2H2."i .\' M( riiliaii. Siiili 21i2 
Indian, ipolis. |.\' .(liiiii- 
..■I17.92."i-."il:i.i 
D.ivid |)iiiii. (-iHiitlin.alfK 

Iowa 

l-'.illiia - lor Kipial Ui|-lils. Iiii 
.Ui2:t I )oii^ilas Avfiino 
Des Moines. I A ."id.) I II 
■ ."il.'ii 277.S7.Si) 
Diek WtHids, riHM'din.'iIia' 



Professionals Serv ing ( 'osKxIial and 
Non-Cuslodial Pai eiUs 
■51.5i26:i-9.".ll 
Kric Borselh. J.I) 

Kansas/Missouri 
C'RC of KAnsas-'NIi.s.sonri 
."i.'ilG Mission Roiid 
Fairwav. KS 6fi2().").2721 

i9i:iiH;n-()i90 

Roger Ooeren. etKirdmalor 

Kentufkv 

CRCof Kemuekv 
I19K0 Ilighwav M l 
Philpoll. KY I23«i 
i.")()2iH84-()10U 
Tracy Cox. raordinalor 

Maryland 

CRC'of Maryland 

417 I'ershinfj Drive 

Silver Spriii);. Ml) 20911) 

i.TOli.")HK-n262 

Ilai*\ey Walden. e(H)i-dinalor 

MassachusM'tts 

Sheila Sands, ema-dinalor ' IKii 7;t7-l9(IO 
Sue Parker ■(il7 1 :t2:Mi(12S. a.-sislaiU 
etMirdinalor 

CoiHX'mwl Kalhei-soCMa.s.siehii.~cUs. Im- 
iP() Hox27(iS 
Sprinidield. MA 01 H)1.27(iS 
(teor^'e Kollw president 

I li:ti 7:t(i-7i:i2 

Michigan 

CRCof MuhiKaii 
P<) Box41(i 
l-awlon. Ml IWHiaD-lUi 
iliUii247-.")S(is 

lleaUler Rowiisoii. roordin.itor 

Minnesota 

CRC of Mllllle.sol.l 
."i90.")Clialeaii Road N W 
Kochesle)-, MN .a.">;)0| 
■.")07i 2S9-(i221 
Itnlee Ka-kiiliar. riMirdiriatur 

New Jersey 

Ni-w .Ierse\ Cou.ieil for Claldrtai > 

Rit;hls..\M'cCR' 

I'O Box HI.') 

WaviK'. N.I 07170 0(;i."i 

'21lii(i9 l i):i2:i 

ICrlfh Sliiro. [)re>uli'iii 

New York 

CKCol New York 

2:11 Mam Slici'l. Siiile 1 



Wslal. N'Y' l;i8().") 
i607i7H.=)-9;!:iS 

Kin) B(H'deekiT-Frey. eoordinalor 
Ohio 

9H81 Harding Hwv K 

(;alion.01144K:i:t' 

i419iH4.')-2572 

K:ilhy Clark. C(H)rdiiuilor 

Pennsylvania 

P.K.A.C.K. iParenls F-qimlily and 

Children's Eqiialilv i 

20 1 2 S. Bradford Si. 

Allenlnwn. PA 181(i:t 

i21.">i.i:!,")-;«)08 

Ciary Onu.syhak. e(K)rdinaior 

Texas 

Children's Rights C'ouneil ofTexas 
P.O. Box 129()1 
Capitol Station 
Austin. 'FX 7871 1 
i,")12i499-TCRC 

Fi'ie /\ndi-r.-;on. eoordinator and nation- 
wide ehaptiT eoordinator 

Tennessee 
CRC of Tennessee 
.')914 Charlotte Avenue 
Nashville. TN:)72l 19 
l)a\id Courson eiHirdinator 
a)l.-)i9.V2-2498 

Vermont 

X'ernionters for Strong Kannlie-. 

RR 1. Box 28.1A 

K. Montpelier, \Tll.")H.'il 

iKll2i 4;iH-.«)89 

Fred Tubhs. eiHO'dinator 

Virginia 

CRC of X'irgiiiia. I'ideuater ehapter 

.•«)29 Vakiina Road 

Chesapeake. VA 2:t:t2.". 

nsi).). .IKt.KIDS 

Miehael Kwing. president 

Cindy Is. state eiMa-tlinator 

CHC of X'irginia. Riehintaai ( K.-ipter 

H9:i."i Patterson Avenue 

RnhiiiMnd.\'A2:t22il 

181 14 1 740-98,89 

Murray SteililH-rg. pre.-ident 

l-'athofs Cniteil lor l"'.(,iial Right'- am 

Women's Coalilioii 

PO Box l:t2:t 

Arlington. VA 222111- l:i2:i 

i71).ti l.M 8."i,sil 

Paul Robinson, pre-itleat 
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The CRC catalog lists more than sixty books, 
written reports, audio-cassettes, model bills, 
and gifts for children. Members can receive 
additional free copies of the catalog by 
contacting CRC. Non-members can order one 
for $1.00. write; CRC, 220 1 Str., NE, 
Suite 230, Washington, D.C, 20002-4352. 



Discount : CRC Mender s 



Here are Some SPECIAL ADVUJOUS to the 

Children's Rights Council 

1993 

CATALOG OF RESOURCES 

for parents 
and professionals 

Some Special Additions o>^Some Books Currently Listed: 



lOX ea. book 
20X other items 



Send all book orders to: CRC Books, P O. Box 5558 
Friendship Station, Wash., DC 20015. 
Add »2 for 1st book, 50t each additional 
book for shipping and handling. 
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The VoKiLnXat KLi^ruvtion StjndAome., by Richard A. Gardner, M.D. 
The PAS occurs when one parent denigrates the other parent, and 
gets the child to join in the denigration. Gardner, a national 
expert on the PAS, describes the disorder and recommends 
treatment. 1992 publishing of this material as a separate 
book for the first time. BKA-803 — 3A8 pg. HB $30.00. 

A Hole. In Mt/ HejOJit: AduJU ChildKen oi Vivofice. Spejik Oat, 

by Claire Herman. Enables people to understand they are not 
alone, and helps spouses and loved ones better understand 
their mates. BKM-505 — ■ 280 pg. SB $8.00. 

StVLvlving The Rteofeup, by Joan Berlin Kelly, Ph.D. and Judith S. 
Wallerstein, Ph.D. A longitudinal study of the effects of 
divorce on children. BKP-210 — 3A0 pg. SB $IA.OO. 

fofi The Sake. Oi The Ckitdfien, by Kris Kline and Stephen Pew, PliD. 
Insights and advice on how parents can cooperate after divorce. 
BKP-211 — 220 pg. HB $17.95. 



T/tue And fatbe AUegcuUont, Of, CiUZd Szxual Abtue, 

by Richard A. Gardner, M.D. Child sexual abuse cases are 
burgeoning. Gardner provides analysis, evaluated criteria 
■>| and recommendations necessary to better differentiate 

between true and false allegations. His proposals could 
result in better resolution of cases. BKA-807 - 7A8 pg. HB $45.00 . 

%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%% %%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%% 

I Tfujik Vivofice Stinfei, by Marcia Lebowitz. BKK-lOA ~ 16 pg. SB $4.95. 

The Vynamici 0£ Vivofice, by Florence W. Kaslow, Ph.D. and Lita Linzer Schw.irtz, Ph.D. 

BKP-207 — 329 pg. HB $35.00. 
VlvOA.Ct Baiting, by Michele Weiner-Davis . BKE-610 — 252 pg. SB $11. CC. 
Sodden Endingi, by Madeline Bennett, BKP-214 — 280 pg. $4.00. 

The Joint Ca&tody Handbook - Ctimtlng KnAxmgejnetvLt, Tiiat WoKk, by Miriam Cilper Cohon. 

BKE-610 ~ 203 pg. SB $10.95. 
Vlvo/ice Book fofi YoKentM, by Vicki Lansky. BKP-203 — 254 pg. HB $18.95, SB $4.50. 
The HarAbook 0(5 VlvOKCe MexUxition, by Lenard Marlow, J.D. and S. Richard 

Sauber, Ph.D. BKE-604 — 506 pg. HB $65.00. 
The Custody RevotaUon - The fatheA factoA. And The UotheAhood Uyitixiae, by Kichard a. 

Warshak, Ph.D. 8KE-607 - 272 pg. HB $21.00. 
fatheXi Kighti - The SouAcebook fo/i Venting With The ChUA Sappont Sy&tejn, by Jon Conine. 

BltF-406 — 220 pg. HB $17.95. 
UotheAA Withoat Custody, hv Ceoffrev Grief. BKE-609 — 290 pg. SB $11.00. 
Mom'A Houie, Vad'i Hoaie. by Isolma Ricci, Ph.D. BKP-202 — 270 pg. SB $8.95. 
Long Vlitance VoAetvLing, by Miriam Galper Cohen. BKP-2I3 — 193 pg. HB $17.95. 
PoAent V6. PoAZnt, bv Stephen P. Herman, M.D. BKP-209 — 240 pg. HB $20.95. 
Von't Uame Mc, Vaddy, by Dean long. BKA-806 — 215 pg. SB $11.95. 

Vivo/LCe And The Uyth Oi Lau)yeAJ>, bv Lenard Marlow, J.D. BKE-608 - 175 pg. SB $19.95. 
ChjJMen HeJtd H06tage, bv Slanlov S. Clawar, Ph.D. and Brynne V. Kivlin, M.S.S. 
BKK-606 208 pg. SB $49.95. 
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We are proud of your achievements, CRC! Sign me up and send me the 
benefits listed below. Enclosed is my tax deductible contribution as a: 

New member, $35 Sustaining member. $60 Sponsor, $125 
Life member, $500 Other $ 
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Access (Visitation) Commission Funded; 
15 IVIembers to be Appointed 




Sen. Kohl 



After being declared dead, 
the Commission on Child Wel- 
fare that will provide a na- 
tional forum for access (visita- 
tion) problems sprang to life 
this Fall with a $250,000 
appropriation, thanks to the 
efforts of a legislative aide to 
Sen. Herbert Kohl (D-WI), the sponsor of the 
Commission. 

Now comes the important task of appoint- 
ing the 15 members of the Commission (see 
more on this below). 

The Commission, authorized under the 
1992 Hyde/Shelby bill (Public Law 102-521), 
required, under Congress's 2-step process, an 
appropriation of funds before it could operate. 

Sherry Hayes, legislative aide to Sen. Kohl, 
had earlier reported to CRC that Congress 
had decided not to fund any commissions this 
year, as reported in the Summer/Fall "Speak 
Out for Children". 

But she observed during a subsequent 
meeting of Senate aides that a commission to 
study certain aspects of the social security 
commission was being funded by Congress. 
The result was that Congress decided to also 
fund the commission on child welfare. 

Although the $250,000 is far less than the 
$2 million originally authorized, Congress has 
pledged another $250,000 for the commission 
next year. Moreover, the language of the fund- 
ing bill adopts the strong language about visi- 



tation that Senator Kohl remarked on the 
Senate floor in 1992, but which is only margin- 
ally mentioned in the Hyde-Shelby bill itself 

The Congressional report says $250,000 is 
provided "for the Commission on Child and 
Family Welfare to examine child visitation 
rights of non-custodial parents and other issues 
that were not addressed by the United States 
Child Support Commission. 

Continued on page 4 



Domestic Violence 

Tied to Visitation Services 

The Senate has passed, as part of the 
omnibus Crime bill, a provision that would 
authorize grants to domestic violence shelters to 
administer supervised visitation and neutral 
drop-off and pick-up centers for children. 

A similar bill, H.R. 2573, sponsored by Rep. 
Martin Sabo (D-MN), is pending in the House. 

The Senate bill, sponsored by Sen. Paul 
Wellstone (D-MN), was subject to a hearing 
before Sen. Chris Dodd's Subcommittee on 
Children, Family, Drugs and Alcoholism on 
October 28, and tacked onto the crime bill 11 
days later (see Congressional Record, Monday, 
November 8, 1993, page S15242). 

Continued on page 4 
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CRC'S EIGHTH NATIONAI. CONFERENCE WILL BE AI>HIL 13-17, 1994 AT THE HOLIDAY INN. 
BETHESDA, MARYIAND (the same conference site as in 1})93). PLEASE PLAN ON ATTENDING. 
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About CRC 



CHILDREN'S 
CHARITIES 
of AMERICA 



The Children's Rights Council 
(CRC) is a nationwide, non-profit 
IRS 501(c)(3) children's rights orga- 
nization based in Washington, D.C. 

CRC favors family formation and 
family preservation, but if families 
break up, or are never formed, we 
work to assure a child the frequent 
and continuing contact vwth two par- 
ents and extended family the child 
would normally have during a mar- 
riage. Our motto is The Best Parent 
is Both Parents." 

For the child's benefit, CRC seeks 
to demilitarize divorce between par- 
ents who are involved in marital dis- 

OFFICERS; 

David L. Levy, Esq. President 
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John L. Bauserman, VP/Treasurer 
Ellen Dublin Levy, Secretary 

HONORARY PRESIDENT: 
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putes, substituting conciliation and 
mediation for the adversarial 
approach, and providing fair financial 
child support. We also favor school- 
based programs for children at risk. 

Formed in 1985 by concerned par- 
ents who have more than 40 years col- 
lective experience in divorce reform 
and early childhood education, CRC 
has chapters in 25 states and three 
national affiliate organizations: 
Grandparents United for Children's 
Rights (GUCR), Mothers Without 
Custody (MW/OC), and the Stepfamily 
Association of America (SAA). 

Prominent professionals in the 
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fields of religion, law, social work, 
psychology, child care, education, 
business and government comprise 
our Advisory Panel. 

For further information about 
membership, publications, cassettes, 
catalog and services, write: CRC, 
220 "I" Street, N.E., Washington, 
D.C, 20002, or call (202) 547-6227. 
Our fax number is (202) 546-4CRC 
(4272). 

Speak Out for Children is pub- 
lished four times a year and is sent 
free to members. Send letters, com- 
ments, and articles for publication to 
Editor, CRC. 

Ronald T. Haskins, Ph.D. Associate 
Director, Bush Institute for Child and 
Family Policy, U of NC, Chapel Hill (1978-85) 

Jennifer Isham, President 
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Vicki Lansky, Author/Columnist 
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Medical Psychology and Pediatrics 
Johns Hopkins University and Hospital 
Baltimore, Maryland 
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Clinton Panel Surveys Welfare and Child Support 



A high-level panel, assigned by President Clinton to 
gather information for welfare reform and child support 
legislation, has been holding hearings aroimd the country. 

The panel, called the "Welfare Reform Working Group," 
is expected to make recommendations that will be part of 
proposed legislation that President Clinton sends to 
Capitol ffill in 1994. 

The committee, co-chaired by Bruce Read, assistant 
White House advisor on domestic policy, and Mary Jo 
Bane, assistant secretary of the U.S. Health and Human 
Services, has held five hearings — in Chicago, Washington, 
D.C., northern New Jersey, Sacramento, California, and 
Memphis, Tennessee. 

Officials of the panel have called on CRC to testify at 
three of the five hearings that have been held around the 
coimtry. 

CRC President David L. Levy testified at the Washing- 
ton, D.C. hearing. He was on a panel of eight people, each 
of whom spoke for five minutes. Then, in an unusual pro- 
cedure for a hearing in Washington, D.C, there was open 
discussion for 25 minutes among the eight testifiers and 
the working group officials. Seven testifiers advocated 
merely for "tightening the screws" with new support 
enforcement techniques, but Levy advocated an alterna- 
tive approach. The entire session was spent on the alter- 
native approach. 

David Ellwood, assistant director of the U.S. Depart- 
ment of Health and Human Services for Planning and 
Development, opened the door for the wide-ranging dis- 
cussion by posing the question, "Are we proceeding the 
right way in our child support system?" No, said Levy- 
child support is the only area of the law where there is no 
mix of incei ives and responsibilities. 

But when you buy a car, said Ellwood, that is a respon- 
sibility. 

Yes, sai(^ Levy, but then the car is yours, and when you 
pay on a mcirtgage, you live in the house, but when you 
pay financial child support, where is the child? Society, 
Levy said, does not protect the child-parent relationship. 

Another testifier, from AYUDA, that represents 
Hispanic clients, spoke of abusive and neglectful fathers. 
CRC docs not condone those kinds of parents— mothers or 
fathers, said Levy, but the average Jane and Joe divorcing 
Americans love their children and want to be part of their 
lives. 

Levy cited Census Bureau data that where fathers have 
joint custody, they pay 90.2*7^ of their support (these 
fathers represent 7 percent of divorced fathers); where 
fathers have visitation, they pay 79.1% of their support 
{557( of divorced fathers), and where fathers have neither 
joint custody nor visitation, they pay only 44.5':^ of their 
support (377r of divorced fathers). The statistics would 
probably be the same, said Levy, if the Census Bureau 
interviewed mothers as well as fathers. 

Levy asked that the Clinton Administration make 
greater efforts towards family formation and family 



preservation, but if families break up (or are never 
formed), to assure that children receive emotional support 
(parenting) as well as financial support. 

Levy's panel was broadcast at least three times on C- 
Span. 

Regional hearings 

At the hearing in New Jersey, testifiers included 
Richard Martin, the president of the New Jersey Council 
for Cloildren's Rights, who pointed out that if children are 
to avoid poverty and crime— they need an education, they 
need good role models, and they need two parents who 
care. 

Bruce Eden, chairman of the board of NJCCR, testified 
that less than two percent of single mothers receiving wel- 
fare are removed fi-om the welfare roles each year because 
of child support (source: Jon Conine, former Director of the 
Washington State Child Support Enforcement Program). 

Steve Nagy, NJCCR member, testified that "I walked 
into court a loving, caring, involved father. I walked out an 
indentured servant, merely a big brother to a kid I'm sure 
to lose. I no longer respect the law. I simply fear it. I am 
no longer an American citizen, just an American victim." 

At a hearing in Sacramento, California, CRC 
Sacramento chapter head Patricia Gehlen called for more 
balance in the family law system. 

If you would like copies of any of the testimony referred 
to above, write to CRC national for Levy's testimony 
(include $3.00 for postage and handling); for testimony • 
from CRC chapters, write to the respective chapter (see 
addresses of chapters near the end of this issue). 



CRC officers and officers of other organizations 
representing children and non-custodial parents 
have held several meetings with high officials at the 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 
(HHS) during the past several months. This marks 
the first time that extensive meetings have been 
held between such organizations and ranking 
political appointees at HHS. 

Separate meetings have also been held by such 
organizations, including CRC, the American Fathers 
Coalition, and the Stepfamily Association, with 
William Galston, a White House assistant domestic 
policy advisor. This also marks the first time that a 
high-ranking White House official has held several 
meetings with organizations representing children, 
non-custodial parents, and extended families. 

More such meetings are planned. 

(See Page 4 regarding the efforts of Galston vis-a- 
vis the Commission on Child Welfare). 
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Access Commission 

Continued from page 1 

Again, it was behind the scenes 
work by the office of Senator Kohl to 
get this strong language into the 
funding provision — a mandate to 
guide appointments to the commis- 
sion and the work of the commission. 

Even after Congress provided this 
$250,000 and President Clinton 
signed the funding bill, the President 
could have included the $250,000 in a 
bill he sent to Congress November 1, 
1993 asking that certain funds previ- 
ously allocated be "rescinded" because 
they were unnecessary expenditures. 

William Galston, assistant White 
House director of domestic policy, told 
representatives of CRO and other 
organizations who met with him in 
October, that he planned to personal- 
ly ask administration officials in 
charge of the budget not to include 
the Commission in their request for 
rescission. They complied, and the 
$250,000 was not in the rescission bill. 

15 Members to be Appointed 

They are to be appointed as follows: 

* 3 by the president of the United 
States; 

4 by the President pro tempore of 
the Senate (Robert C. Byrd, D-WV); 

* 2 by the Senate minority leader 
(Robert Dole, R-KS); 

* 4 by the Speaker of the House 
(Thomas Foley, D-WA); 

* 2 by the House minoritv leader 
(Bob Michel, R-IL). 

The law provides that the commis- 
sioners are to be: 

(a) persons who have expertise in 
family law, children's is.sues, mental 
health, and related policies: 

(b) persons who have expertise, 
through research and practice in laws 
and policies related to child and fami- 
ly welfare; 

(r) persons who represent organi- 
zations that seek to protect the civil 
rights of children; 

(d) persons who represent advoca- 
cy groups that work for the interests 
of children; 

(e) persons who represent advocacy 
groups that work for the interests of 
both custodiiil and non-custodial par- 
ents, and; 



(f) persons who have conducted 
extensive research on, or delivered 
services to, children adversely affected 
by divorce." 

CRC and other advocacy groups 
across the country have presented 
slates of candidates to the persons 
who make appointments to the 
Commission. 

The many individuals and organi- 
zations who wrote letters and made 
phone calls to Senator Kohl and other 
members of Congress on behalf of 
establishment and funding of the com- 
mission showed that there is wide- 
spread support in the U.S. for such a 
commission. 



Domestic Violence 

Continued from page 1 

The bill authorizes $7,500,000 a 
year, or a total of $30 million for four 
years for the domestic violence shel- 
ters to administer the supervised visi- 
tation centers. 

At the hearing, Dodd said that non- 
custodial fathers were not the only 
ones responsible for visitation prob- 
lems, and that there was more to visi- 
tation problems than domestic vio- 
lence, but his words were not reported 
in most media stories of the hearing, 
and were not reflected in the legisla- 
tion. The media reported that Sheila 
Wellstone, the senator's wife, was the 
catalyst behind the bill. 

The hearing before Dodd's commit 
tee, which was entirely focused on 
domestic violence, was conducted as 
part of Domestic Violence Awareness 
Month. 

CRC and Dick Woods, administra- 
tor of a $300,000 federal access grant, 
pail of which is being spent to identi- 
fy and diagnose visitation problems, 
were not allowed to testify at the 
hearing. 

Nevertheless, CRC and Woods 
issued a statement which was distrib- 
uted at the hearing, endorsing the 
concept of supervised visitation and 
neutral pick-up and drop-off points, 
but urging that the findings of Woods' 
federal grant be considered before 
Congress passes legislation in this 
area. 

The statement said that domestic 
violence shelters have little or no 



experience in supervised visitation or 
neutral drop-offs, and that schools, 
day care centers or people's homes 
would be more "neutral" places for 
children involved in such programs 
than sites selected by domestic vio- 
lence shelters. 

The statement urged that the 
many divorced parents' support 
groups across the country vrith expe- 
rience in either supervised visitation 
or neutral drop-off or pick-up be eligi- 
ble for funds for this purpose. 

CRC urges all organizations with 
such experience, or who, because they 
counsel divorcing parents, have the 
means to develop such experience, to 
write to their Representatives, urging 
that the funding in this bill be open to 
all such groups. 

Educate your Representative about 
the data and research involved in vis- 
itation problems, and the need for 
balanced legislation regarding super- 
vised visitation and neutral drop-off 
and pick-up procedures. 

Write to 

Representative (name) 

U.S. House of Representatives 

Washington, D.C. 20515. 

Write to your Senator, saying that 
if the bill goes to conference commit- 
tee, with a provision for funding to 
include groups with experience in 
handling supervised visitation, and 
neutral drop-off and pick-up points, 
you want your senator to support the 
broader funding. Write to your 

Senator (name) 

U.S. Senate 

Washington, D.C. 20510 



CRC Needs 

CRC needs a financial officer. The 
financial officer can function from 
anywhere in the country. Duties 
include preparation of budget and 
financial reports. 

If you can donate materials to CRC, 
such as computers, typewriters, fax 
machines, or telephones, we can use 
them at our national ofTice in Wash- 
ington, D.C. or give them to our chap- 
ters around the counti7. And you can 
obtain a tax deduction for your contri- 
bution. 
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Ahrons, Braver, Blau, Clawar/Rivlin, Gardner, 
Woods Speakers at CRC's 1994 Conference 




Ahrons 




Blau 



Constance Ahrons, Ph.D, Sanford 
Braver, Melinda Blau, Stanley 
Clawar and Brynne Rivlin and 
Richard Gardner, will highlight 
CRC's Eighth National Conference 
April 13-17, 1994. 

Ahrons, a long-time 
researcher and writer on 
divorce, and guest on 
numerous TV shows on 
the subjects of divorce 
and custody, will speak 
on "Is a Good Divorce an 
Oxymoron?" Ahron's newest book. 
The Good Divorce" will be published 
in 1994 by Harper/Collins. Ahrons is 
a professor of sociology and practicing 
psychotherapist in Santa Monica, 
California. 

Melinda Blau, a writer 
for Child, The New York 
Magazine, New Woman, 
and American Health, 
who won a "Best in 
Media" award from CRC 
in 1989 for an article in 
New York Magazine on family thera- 
py called "In It Together," is the 
author of a forthcoming book entitled 
"Families Apart: 10 Keys tc 
Successful Co-Parenting" (Putnam 
Publishing Group). She lives in 
Northampton, Mass. 

Sanford Braver, Ph.D., 
professor of psychology, 
Arizona State University, 
a major researcher on the 
relationship between 
parental involvement and 
financial child support, 
will speak on that subject. Braver has 
written in journal articles that the 
perception of control that a parent 
has over a child's life, i.e., the per- 
ceived involvement the parent has in 
the child's upbringing, is a predictor 
of child support compliance. 

Stanley S. Clawar, Ph.D., and 
Brynne V. Rivlin, co-authors of 
"Children Hold Hostage: Dealing with 
Programmed and Brainwashed 
Children," a book published by the 
American Bar Association's Section 




Braver 




Clawer and Rivlin 

on Family Law, will speak on the 
subjects raised by the book. The 
book has attracted the attention of 
many judges, mediators and par- 
ents. The authors, who are husband 
and wife, live in Pennsylvania. 

Richard Gardner, 
M.D., clinical professor 
of child psychiatry, ^iji^"*^ 
Columbia University 
College of Physicians 
and Surgeons, Cresskill, Gardner' 




New Jersey, will conduct a 3 hour 
pre-conference workshop Wednesday 
morning, April 13, on "Proposed 
amendments to the 1974 Child 
Abuse Reporting Law", and "Follow- 
up studies of non-abused children 
who were programmed to believe 
that they were sexually abused: the 
creation of new categories of psychi- 
atric disturbance". 

Dick Woods, adminis- 
trator of the $300,000 fed- 
eral Iowa Access Grant, 
will give a pre-conference 
training session Wednes- 
' Woods"" day afternoon, April 13, 
for persons who wish to 
become access (visitation) counsellors 
in their states. 

To attend the pre-conference pro- 
gi'ams on April 13, conference atten- 
dees are urged to arrive in Washing- 
ton on Tuesday evening, April 12, and 
stay until the conference ends on 
Sunday, April 17 at 12 noon. 




Ross Named to top Post 

Judge David Gray Ross of Prince George's County. Maryland, has been 
named to the nation's top child support job — Director of the Office of Child 
Support Enforcement (OCSE) at HHS. Noted for quickly establishing paterni- 
ty testing in cases of unwed parents seeking child support before his court, 
Ross is also known for favoring mediation and the involvement of both parents 
in the raising of their childi en. Ross, a "Healer" award winner from CRC (see 
article elsewhere in this issue), "will bring a welcome balance and fairness to 
the nation's top child support job," said CRC President David L. Le\'y, a neigh- 
bor of Ross's in Prince George's County. 



A 



For the best possible airfare rate to CRC's 
Eighth National Conference, phone 
Journeys Unlimited, 1-800-486-8359 (New 
York City), Monday through Friday, 9 to 5:30 
p.m. EST. Be sure to mention you are 
attending the CRC conference. Book all your 
travel needs through Journeys Unlimited, 
and CRC will benefit. Mention that you arc 
a supporter of CRC. 
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Awards Time Again 



At its 1994 conference, CRC will present the annual Chief Justice Warren E. 
Burger awards for "Healers" among lawyers, judges, and others, and its annual 
Media Awards and Active Parenting Av/ards. The awards consist of engraved 
plaques. Nominations shuuld be received by February 15, 1994. 

A "Healer" might be: 

• a judge who takes the lead in promoting joint custody (shared parenting); 

• an attorney with a professional track record of promoting a child's access 
to two parents and others who have bonded with the child. 

For Media Awards, possible contenders are: 

• best treatment of children and parents of divorce in the news media 
(includmg newspapers, magazines, TV and radio coverage); 

• best media coverage of a county agency that provides programs for 
teenage parents; or 

• best TV series on abuse and false abuse charges. 
For Active Parenting, possible contenders are: 

• programs that help with family formation and family preservation; 

• programs that help parents do better parenting in the event of divorce. 

Send "Healer" award nominations to: 
Carla A. Goodwin, M.Ed. 
Certified Educational Psychologist 
920 Washington Street 
South Easton, MA 02375 
(508) 238-3722 

Send "Best in Media" award nominations to: 

James Morning, coordinator, 

CRC of Delaware 

P.O. Box 182 

Bethel, DE 19931 

(302) 629-3310 

Send "Active Parenting" nominations to 

Brent Sandbak 

Children's Rights Coalition 

807 Brazos Street, Suite 309 

Austin, Texas 78701 

(512)499-8272 



Bev Willis ( see story at right) helped convince the judges in Wyandotte 
County (Kansas City, Kansas) to require all parents to attend an informative 
two-hour parenting class at the time of separation. About half of the parents 
who attend the class agree to voluntai-y shared parenting agreements. The 
program received favorable reviews from Jessica Pearson, of the Center for 
Policy Research, in her review of visitation programs around the country, as 
also contributing to higher child support payments by participating parents. 
Parents in other Kansas counties, especially Johnson County, are expected 
to attend similar programs. 



The winner of the raffle at the 1992 conference was Sherry Stanley, of 
CRC of Texas. She won a painting entitled 'Three Horses at Sunrise," val- 
ued at $600.00. 




One of three watercolora 



Buy Raffles- 
Win 3 Fine Paintings 

Bev Willis, a 1987 Chief Justice 
Warren E. Burger "Healer" award 
winner from CRC ("for helping chil- 
dren of separation and divorce"), has 
donated a set of three original water- 
colors as the prize to the winner of a 
raffle at CRC's Eighth National 
Conference on April 13-17, 1994. 

The set depicts three different 
nature scenes and is valued at 
$600.00. One of the three paintings is 
shown above. 

Bev is retired from the Wyandotte 
County, Kansas domestic services 
office, and devotes her time to painting. 

Only 750 raffle tickets will be 
printed. The tickets are $2 each, or 
three for $5. Each conference atten- 
dee will receive a free raffle ticket. 
You do not have to be present at the 
conference to win. 

Additional watercolors may be 
ordered from Bev Willis, at 317 W. 
Mulberry Street, Olathe, KS, 66061, 
phone 913-780-1714, and CRC will 
obtain a portion of the purchase price. 

Raffieflcket 

Send me tickets at $2.00 each, 

or 3 for $5.00. 

Charge MC Visa AmEX 

CC# 

OR amount enclosed . 

Name 



Address 



Phone No. i 



Fill out the form above, and mail to 
Dr. Gary Santora, 6723 Whittier 

j Avenue, McLean, VA 22101. 

I 
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Poverty is the Symptom, Two 
Parent Family is tlie Solution 



A recently published book that 
ranks states according to child well- 
being provides a great deal of data, 
but gives no causes for higher wellbe- 
ing. The Kids Count Data Book," the 
"state by state profiles of child v/ellbe- 
ing" published by the Annie E. Casey 
Foundation in conjunction with the 
Center for the Study of Social Policy, 
ranks all states and the District of 
Columbia as to the "wellbeing of its 
children." 

The report has several categories 
and classifications of a child's wellbe- 
ing (such as low birth-weight babies, 
infant mortality, child death rate, 
teen births, juvenile crime, high 
school graduation rates, violent 
deaths, child poverty, etc.). However, 
the report draws no correlation 
between the percentage of intact fam- 
ilies and the child's wellness, on the 
overall state's rating. 

The coordinator of CRC of Georgia, 
Sonny Burmeister, correlated the 
"Kids Count Data Book" child well- 
ness ratings with data from other 
sources on the number of intact fami- 
lies in each state. He found a direct 
correlation between intact families 
and child wellness. 

No state which is high in the per- 
centage of intact families is low in 
child wellbeing, nor are states that 
are high in child wellbeing low in 
intact families. The positive correla- 
tion between intact families and child 
wellness is shown below. 
Ranking by '7f Ranking by 

of intact Wellness of 

families State Children 

1. North Dakota 4 

2. Idaho 16 

3. Utah 7 
4 Nebraska 9 

5. Iowa 5 

6. Wyoming 12 

7. New Hampshire 1 

8. Rhode Island 14 

9. Wisconsin 8 

10. Kansas 13 

11. Connecticut 6 

12. Vermont 3 
18. Pennsylvania 22 

14. Hawaii 15 

15. South Dakota 20 

16. Montana 21 
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Illinois 


38 
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Georgia 
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42 
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45 
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43 
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49 
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50 
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As can be seen, no state which is 
high in the percentage of intact fami- 
lies is low in child wellbeing, nor are 
states that are high in child wellbeing 
low in intact families. 

The states with the highest child 
wellness rating included North 
Dakota, Vermont, Utah, and New 
Hampshire, while states at the bot- 
tom were Geoi-gia, New York, Florida, 
and Washington, D.C. 

Even an economically poor state 
like West Virginia was in the middle 
rating of child wellness, because West 
Virginia has a high ratio of two-par- 
ent intact families. 

"The assumption heretofore that 
poverty is the problem is refuted by 
the statistics." said Bumeister. "The 
demographic correlation between 
poverty and the states with the high- 
eat number of two parent families 
indicates that poverty is the symp- 
tom, and the two-parent family is the 
solution." 



Goodson, Diller, Ricker 
New CRC Advisors 

Phyllis Diller and Jonathan M. 
Goodson have accepted invitations 
from CRC to join our Advisory Panel. 
Kevin Ricker is the new advisor repre- 
senting the Stepfamily Association of 
America. 

Goodson took over as president of 
Mark Goodson Productions upon the 
death of his father, Mark Goodson. 
Mark Goodson was Honorary 
President of CRC prior to his death in 
1992. Jonathan Goodson's company 
produces 35 half-hours of original net- 
work TV programming each week 
(such as "The Price is Right" and 
"Family Feud"), and is principal stock- 
holder of more than 60 community 
newspapers. 

Goodson, a collector of modem art, 
is the father of four children, three 
from his first wife, and one from his 
remarriage. 

Diller, a longtime movie actress, 
rose from performing in small night- 
clubs to stardom in motion pictures 
and TV. She has made 18 films, 
including three in which she co- 
starred with Bob Hope. 

Acclaimed as the world's only 
female stand-up comic of internation- 
al stature, Diller has written four 
best-selling books, and has won 
awards for her talents and philan- 
thropies. Her paintings have been 
exhibited at the Cincinnati Museum 
of Art, and she was named "Celebrity 
Businesswoman of the Year" in 1990 
by the National Association of Women 
Business Owners. Diller has five chil- 
dren and four grandchildren. 

"We welcome Phyllis Diller and 
Jonathan M. Goodson to our Advisory 
Panel, and welcome the greater visi- 
bility they will give to the cause of 
children's rights and CRC," said CRC 
General Counsel Michael L. 
Oddenino. 

Ricker, who becomes president of 
the Stepfamily Association of America 
(SAA) on January 1, 1994, will repre- 
sent SAA on our Advisory Panel. 
Ricker, a licensed professional clinical 
counselor (M.A., L.P.C.C.) from 
Sylvania, Ohio, has raised four 
stepchildren from his first marriage, 
and is now raising 2 stepchildren from 
his second marriage. Ricker replaces 
Judith Bauersfeld, Ph.D. whose two 
year term as president of SAA expired 
on December 30, 1993. 
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Bills and Resolutions in Congress 



We are including important bills 
and resolutions in Congress affecting 
families. A bill, unlike a resolution, 
requires a state or person to do some- 
thing; a resolution expresses the 
wishes of Congress, but does not 
require action. H. or H.R. refers to the 
House of Representatives; S. refers to 
the Senate. The phone number of the 
committee handling the bill is provid- 
ed below; you may call to check on the 
status of legislation, or to express 
your views. It is even more important 
to let your own Representative and 
Senators know your views. The capi- 
tol switchboard, which can connect 
you with the offices of all members of 
Congress and committees, is (202) 
CA4-3121 (224-3121). Although this is 
a 24-hour switchboard, and can pro- 
vide you night and day with names, 
addresses and direct phone numbers 
of all members of Congress, and even 
sometimes names of staff night and 
day, the switchboard can only con- 
nect you with an office during normal 
business hours. You may also wish to 
contact the Congressmembers' branch 
office in your district for information. 

(CRC's comments are in parenthe- 
ses below). 

As part of the Clinton Adminis- 
tration budget bill, passed by a nar- 
row margin in August, Congress 
approved a child support provision 
that sets up a hospital-based program 
for the voluntary acknowledgement of 
paternity during a period immediate- 
ly preceding or following the birth of a 
child. 

Although ORG favors paternity 
establishment, whether or not a gen- 
der-based custody system is created 
will depend on the forms adopted by 
the U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services (HHS) between now 
and March 31, 1994, when this hospi- 
tal-based paternity law takes effect. 
Laurie Casey, CRC senior policy ana- 
lyst, has developed gender-balanced 
forms. Obtain a copy from Laurie at 
P.O. Box 81, Moriah Center, NY 
12961, phone (518) 942-3366, Send $5 
for postage and handling. Then send 
the forms with a cover letter urging 



their adoption to David Gray Ross, 
Director, Office of Child Support 
Enforcement, HHS, 370 L'Enfant 
Promenade, Washington, D.C. 20201. 

S. 689. tlie compreliensivt' "Bradley bill" 
(named for its primary sponsor. Sen. Bill 
Bradley, D-NJl, whicli would require the states 
to revoke licenses for parents who owe support, 
referred to Senate Finance Committee (202 1 
224-4515. 

See also H.R. 1600. sponsored by Rep. Marge 
Roukema (R-lvJ). Referred to Consumer Credit 
and Insurance Subcommittee of House 
Judiciarj' Committee (202) 225-8872 (see storj- 
elsewliere in this newsletter. 

S. 870, the VVellstone bill, that would autho- 
rize domestic violence shelters to handle super- 
vised visitation and neutral drop-off and pick-up 
for children of divorce. Passed as part of the 
Senate crime bill (see front page story). The 
House version, introduced by Rep. Martin Sabo 
(D-MN), is H.R. 2573. 

H.R. 454, which aftects jurisdiction for child 
support cases, passed by the House, being con- 
sidereu by the Senate. Discussed in 
Summer/Fall 1993 "Speak Out for Chilidren." 

I.] V H.R. 2241, would provide for 

K jjj. _ the establishment of a committee 
if ^ to assist the Secretary of Health 

^i^'V^ Human Services in develop- 

/ ing new criteria and standards 
^■f^L^j^^ for audits of state child support 
A H programs, and require the 

McDermott Secretary to promulgate regula- 
tions to modify such audits to emphasize pro- 
gram outcomes. Introduced by Rep. Jim 
McDermott (D-WA), and referred to Committee 
on Ways and Means (202) 225-3625. 

(This is the first bill CRC is aware of that, if 
passed, would provide for accountability of state 
child support programs). 




H.R. 1995. would amend the 
IRS code to allow an exemption 
where a noncustodial parent pro- 
vides over half of the support of 
the child for a calendar year to 
claim such child as a dependent. 
The bill was introduced by Rep. 



Volkmer Harold Volkmer (D-MO), and 
referred te the Committee on Ways and Means 
1202) 255-3625. (Current law gives the child 
exemption to the custodial parent regardless of 
the parents" relative support contributions). 

H.R. 915. would, in regard to child support, 
deny business and professional licenses to oblig- 
ors, provide for credit bureau reporting. 
Introduced by Rep. Patricia Schroeder. D-CO.. 
referred to Subcommittee on Economic and 
Commercial Law of House Judiciary Committee 
(2()2)22.')-8951. 

(When (^)ngros« woman Schroeder was 
chairman of the House Select Committee on 
Children. Youth and Families, she wrote to 
CKC momliers that she wantc-d to hold hearings 
that would focus on emotional as well as finan- 



cial support, but she never held such a hearing, 
and her bill only addresses financial child sup- 
port question. All House Select Committees, 
including Ms. Schroeder's committee, were 
abolished by the House early in 1993). 

S. 967, to provide for the Internal Revenue 
Service to collect financial child support. 
Introduced by Sen. Richard Shelby (D-AL). 
Referred to Senate Finance Committee (202) 
224-4515. 

S. 922 would authorize only the state where 
the child is living to modify a child support 
order. Introduced by Sen. Carol Moseley-Braun 
(D-IL), referred to Subcommittee on Juvenile 
Justice of House Judiciary Committee (202) 
224-4933. A similar bill, S. 532, has been intro- 
duced by Sen. Pete Domenici (R-NM). and 
referred to the same subcommittee. 

S. 596. the comprehensive "Rockefeller bill", 
named for its primary sponsor, Sen. John J. 
Rockefeller, (D-WV). This family preservation 
and child protection reform act would provide 
funds to provide services to help prevent abuse, 
neglect and family disintegration; would fund 
intensive family preservation programs 
designed to help children at risk of foster care 
placement remain with their families (including 
adoptive families). Referred to Finance 
Committee (202) 224-4515. 

H. 939, to amend the IRS code to simplify 
the definition of dependent, to provide a uni- 
foi-m definition of child, and for other purposes. 
Introduced by Sen. Daniel Patrick Moynihan 
(D-NY), referred to the Finance Commttee (202) 
224-4515. 

S. 561, Child and Family Services and Law 
Enforcement Partnership Act. designed to pre- 
vent community violence by facilitating interac- 
tion between child and family service orgemiza- 
tions, law enforcement agencies, local educa- 
tional agencies, and other community organiza- 
tions, ways to help prevent violence, and to pro- 
vide services to those who have witnessed vio- 
lence. Sponsored by Sen. Chris Dodd (D-CT), 
and passed by Senate as part of the Crime bill, 
S. 1607. 

S. 434, to amend the IRS coile to allow tax- 
payers a bad debt deduction for unpaid child 
support payments and to require the inclusion 
in income of child support payments which a 
taxpayer does not pay — thus taxing the obligor 
twice (The obligor already pays tax on income 
that should have been allocated for child sup- 
port, and this bill would tax him or her again 
for those portions not paid). Sponscicd by Sen. 
Dale Bumpers (D-AK), referred to Senate 
Finance Committee (202) 224-4525. 

H.R. 555, to ensure that any overdue child 
support obligations are reported to consumer 
credit reports. 

Sponsored by Rep. Lynn Woolsey (D-CA). 

H.R. 520. the Link-Up for Learning Act. 
would provide programs for at-risk youth, \vith 
the goal of impnwing their educational perfor- 
mance. Sponsored bv Nita Ixjwev. D-CA. (202) 
CA 5-6506. 
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S.6, Sexual Assault Prevention Act of 1993, 
sponsored by Sen. Bob Dole, designed to pre- 
vent and punish sexual violence and domestic 
violence against women. This bill was 
absorbed in part by S. 11. "The Biden Bill." the 
Violence Against Women Act, which was unani- 
mously approved by the Senate Judiciary 
Committee, and was incorporated into the $22 
billion crime bill passed by the Senate, {"i-oddes 
$1.8 billion to prevent and punish sexual vio- 
lence and domestic violence against women, 
and to establish a national task force on vio- 
lence against women. 

S. 8. sponsored by Sen. Robert Uole (K-KSl. 
and H.R. 688, sponsored by Rep. Susan 
Molinari iR-NY). express the sense of Congi-ess 
that joint custody should not be given to spouse 
abusers. Congress passed a similar joint cus- 
tody resolution several years ago sponsored by 
Rep. Connie Morella (R-MD) (if Congress is 
going to enter the custody area, traditionally 
reserved for the states, it should recommend 
joint custody — shared parenting — as a first 
option for fit parents, especially as the Census 
Bureau reports that parents with joint custody 
and visitation pay far more in financial support 
than parents \vithout joint custody and visita- 
tion. Congress is expected to consider strong 
financial support legislation this year, and so 
statistics on who pays and why is important for 
Congress to factor into its deliberations). 

S. 8, to control and prevent crime. Section 
2262(21 of the bills says "joint custody forced 
upon hostile parents can create a damaging 
psychological environment for a child," while 
Section 2262(5 1 says "It is the sense of the 
Congi-ess that, for the purpose of determining 
child custody, evidence establishing that a par- 
ent engages in physical abuse of a spouse 
should create a statutorj' presumption that it is 
detrimental to the child to be placed in the cus- 
tody of the abusive spouse." Introduced by Sen. 
Orrin Hatch (R-UT), referred to Judiciary 
Committee (2021 224-.5225. 

H.R. 688. similar to S. 8 i above). Introduced 
by Rep. Susan Mohnari (R-NYi. referred to the 
.subcommittee on Crime and Criminal Justice of 
House Judiciarj' Committee (202) 226-2406. 

S. 254. to ensure that any peace di\idend is 
invested in America's families and deficit 
reduction. Sec. 606A states "The Secretary of 
the Treasury shall increase the personal 
exemption for indi\iduals as detomiinod under 
section 151 of the IRS code of 1986..." 
Introduced by Sen. Phil Gramni 'R-TXi. 
referred to Committee on Budget (202 1 224- 
0642 and Committee on Ciovernmental Affairs 
(202)224-4751. 

H.R. 77,"?. the "Uniform Child Support 
Enforcement Act of 1993" would amend the IRS 
code and the Social Secunty Act to repeal provi- 
sions relating to state enlbrcenient of financial 
child suppoit and to require the IllS to collect 
support through wage withholding. Introduced 
by Rep. Hyde iR-IL). rcfeiTed to subcommittee 
(in Human Resources (202) 225-1025 of the 
House Judicially Committee. 

H.R. 435. to provide tax relief for families, 
by providing an additional $(iOO lax deduction 
for a family for each child vinder I'ge If). No pro- 
vision for who would be eligible for this 
increased deduction in cases of divorce. 




Shaw 



Introduced by Rep. Frank Wolf (R-VA). referred 
to Committee on Ways and Means (202) 225- 
3625. 

H.R. 1800, to provide set-aside programs for 
pregnant teenagers that include health care, job 
training, mentor support and counselling ser- 
vices. Introduced by Congresswoman Jolene 
Unsoeld (D-WA), referred to Elementary. 
Secondary and Vocational Educational 
Committee of Committee on Education and 
Labor (202) 225-4368. 

H.R. 741 , to amend Title IV of 
the Social Security Act to provide 
welfare families with the educa- 
tion, training, job search, and 
work experience to prepare them 
to leave welfare within two 
years, to authorize states to con- 
duct demonstration projects to 
test the effectiveness of policies designed to help 
people leave welfare and increase their financial 
security. Introduced by Rep. Clay Shaw (R-FL). 
Human Resources Subcommittee of House Ways 
and Means (202) 225-1026. 

H.R. 619. to amend the Fair Credit 
Reporting Act to assure the completeness and 
accuracy of consumer information maintained 
by credit reporting agencies. Included in credit 
reporting agencies are state and local financial 
child support enforcement agencies. Introduced 
by Rep. McCandless (R-CA), referred to subcom- 
mittee on Consumer Credit Service of 
Committee on Banking. Finance and Urban 
Affairs (202) 225-8872. 

H.R. 522, to provide a grant to a nonprofit 
organization to establish and operate a national 
domestic violence hotline. Sec. 2(2) states that 
the hotline shall provide "victims of domestic 
violence needed access to resources which will 
refer such victims and their children to safe 
homes and shelters." Introduced by Rep. 
Constance Morella (R-MD). and referred to 
Select Education and Ci\'il Rights Subcommittee 
(202)226-75.32. 

H.R. 455. to amend Title IV of the Social 
Security Act to remove the barriers and disin- 
centives in the program of AFDC (Aid to 
Families with Dependent Children) that prevent 
recipients of such aid from mo\ing toward self- 
sufficiency. Introduced by Rep. Tony Hall ( D- 
()H). referred to Subcommittee on Human 
Resources of Committee on Ways and Means 
(202) 225-3625. This bill is expected to be incor- 
porated into the forthcoming Welfare Reform 
bill. 



<r^'r3^^^)i~> "whereas the 
f ' ' of the traditio 




H. Res. 236. declares that 
the current breakdown 
' traditional American fami- 
■ /JVni ° major factor contributing 

to the rise of crime, teen pi'eg- 
nancy. educational failure, sub- 
stance abuse, and suicide among 
Burton our nation's youth. ...(and) where- 
as it is in the interest of society and government 
to adopt policies that help families stay together 
by strengthing and sustaining fathers and 
mothers in fulfilling their parental roles." orga- 
nizations and governmental bodies are urged to 
recognize July 28. 1994 as Parents Day. 
Introduced by Rep. Dan Burton (R-IN). refenvd 
to House Post Office and Civil Service 
Committee (202) 22,'i-4()54. 



Child Support Bills 

As part of child support legislation 
that is expected to be considered by 
Congress in early 1994, in conjunction 
with welfare reform, a wide-ranging 
financial child support bill (S. 689) has 
been introduced by Sen. Bradley (D- 
NJ), along with a companion House 
bill, S. 1600, introduced by Rep. 
Marge Roukema (R-NJJ. Those bills, if 
passed by Congress, would provide the 
following: 

• require the states to establish 
procedures for withholding profession- 
al or occupational licenses from non- 
custodial pai ents who owe support; 

• require the states to deny (driver's 
licenses to parents who owe support; 

• authorize attachment by states of 
bank accoimts of obligor parents; 

• authorize IRS assistance in collec- 
tion of support arrearages; 

• authorize attachment of public 
and private retirement fimds; 

• require the states to provide crim- 
inal penalties for non-support; 

• require the federal government to 
fund child support assurance demon- 
stration projects, under which the gov- 
ernment would provide a minimum 
assistance to a custodial parent and 
child if sufficient support is not being 
paid; the government would still 
attempt to collect the support. 

• require support to continue until 
the age of 18 or until a child graduates 
from a secondary school; 

• require the states to give courts 
discretionary power to order child sup- 
port up to age 22 if a child attends a 
college or vocational school; 

• require social security numbers 
on marriage licenses and child support 
orders; 

• allow state child support agencies 
to access and use credit reporting 
agencies; 

• establish laws which provide for a 
rebuttable presumption that the 
choice made by the obligee of health 
care insurance for the children is 
appropriate; 

• tighten parental establishment 
procedures at hospitals; 

• establish a "National Child 
Support Guidelines Commission"; 

Continued on page 10 
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Around the Country 



Texas 

False Allegations to be Prosecuted 

The Texas Department of Protec- 
tive and Regulatory Services (DPRS) 
plans to begin prosecuting family 
members who make false abuse 
reports, the first state known to 
announce such a plan. 

Janice Caldwell, executive director 
of the agency, said the plan is 
designed to concentrate limited 
resources on serious cases. She said 
some abuse reports are little more 
than an effort to get the agency 
involved in child custody disputes. 
Making a false claim on child abuse is 
illegal in Texas, but state law requires 
people to report "suspected abuse." 

Ms. Caldwell said false reports 
must be prosecuted if the agency is to 
handle the growing number of child 
abuse reports. During fiscal 1992, 
DPRS investigated 107,276 reports of 
suspected child abuse and neglect — 18 
percent more than the previous year. 



An editorial in the Houston 
Chronicle September 1, 1993 support- 
ed Ms. Caldwell's plan, as have attor- 
neys and child experts from around 
the country. 

CRC General Counsel Mike 
Oddenino, Arcadia, CA., vwote to Ms. 
Caldwell that "...children who are not 
actually abused by an individual are 
truly abused when they wrongly 
become the subject of an investigation 
stemming from a false accusation. Of 
course, who can measure the grief an 
adult experiences when falsely 
charged with what is certainly the 
most heinous of crimes." 

Illinois 

Illinois has passed a law that 
makes visitation interference a crime. 
If a parent denies access (visitation), 
the police will be able to issue the 
denying parent a citation to appear in 
court on a petty offense. The conse- 
quence would be a fine, but after three 



convictions, it would be considered a 
misdemeanor. 

The law, which amends the Illinois 
Criminal Code, Section 10-5.5, says 
"Every person who, in violation of the 
visitation provisions of a court order 
relating to child custody, detains or 
conceals a child with the intern to 
deprive another person of his or i'er 
rights to visitation shall be guilty oi" 
unlawful visitation interference.," 

The bill was signed into law by 
Governor Jim Edgar on July 20, 1993. 

Ann Danner, CRC coordinator in 
Illinois, credits CRC activist Jeff 
Strang who worked with CRC Illinois 
affiliates (Family Illinois) to educate 
legislators about the needs of children 
regarding enforcement of visitation. 

"We hope this law will set a prece- 
dent for other states to follow," said 
Danner. 

She said the next step is to work 
with police and states attorney's 
offices in enforcing this new law. 



New Directory of 
Organizations Now 
Available 

Copies of CRC's new "Parenting Inter- 
national Directory," the fifth edition of its 
directory, is available in hard copy (updated 
annually) and on IBM 5 1/4" and 3 1/2" disks 
(updated semi-annually). The cost is $12.00 
for either format for CRC members, and 
$15.00 for non-members. 

The direct "ry features: 

* a state by state listing, in zip c;ode order, 
of parenting groups within a state; 

* a special section that lists national orga- 
nizations involved in parenting issues; 

* a list of abbreviations of terms used in 
the directory. 

Because CRC does a great deal of network- 
ing, and constantly updates its data base, the 
directory can be relied on for accuracy. 

The directory can be a valuable resource in 
making referrals around the country to and 
from your organization. 

Order your copy now from CRC. 



Child Support Bills 

Continued from page 9 

• expand the Parent Locator System to include visitation orders. At 
present, the Parent Locator System can only be used to find the location 
of parents who owe financial child support, and in parental kidnapping 
cases. 

The bill implements many of the recommendations of the Interstate 
Child Support Commission's report which was issued in 1992. 

The Senate Finance Committee, which has jurisdiction over the 
bill, can be reached by phone at (202) 224-4515. 

CRC'S View 

CRC has decided to oppose S. 689 and H.R. 1600, following con- 
sultation with our state chapter coordinators, because increased gov- 
ernment regulation of only the financial child support aspects are 
worsening the problem for children. 

CRC's position is based partly on the following: 

• "From a federal budget perspective, Child Support Enforcement 
is an expensive disappointment," says a report issued in June, 1992 
by Republican House members E. Clay Shaw, Nancy L. Johnson and 
Fred Grandy. 

• A report provided by the General Accounting Office at the 
request of Congresswomen Marge Roukema and Barbara Kermelly 
and Senator Bill Bradley, released January 9, 1992 stated that 66 
percent of mothers with a child support award who did not receive 
paymeiit from the fathers say it is because the fathers were unable 
to pay. This data is not rcfiectcd in the legislation. 
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Intellectual Property 
Services 

Charlie Ruggiero, who obtained 
trademark protection for CRC, is a 
specialist in trademark, patent, copy- 
right, and licensing law. He is now a 
partner in the newly-revamped law 
firm of Ohlandt, Greeley and 
Ruggiero, 1 Landmark Square, Suite 
903, Stamford, CT. 06901, telephone 
(203) 327-6067. 



David Dinn, CRC coordinator in 
Indiana, ordered 475 copies from CRC 
of our first book, "The Best Parent is 
Both Parents: A Guide to Shared 
Parenting in the 21st Century." David 
is making the copies of the book avail- 
able free to judges and policymakers 
in Indiana. The 157-page book, ISBN 
1-878901-56-7, published by Hampton 
Roads Publishing Company in 
Norfolk, Virginia, is available in book- 
stores around the country. 

It contains contributions from CRC 
writers and researchers, and is 
designed to help individuals and pro- 
fessionals with useful information on 
shared parenting, access/visitation, 
and financial child support. The book 
contains a substantial number of ref- 
erences to research that can be used 
in working out an agreement with a 
separating spouse, or if legal proceed- 
ings develop. 

Although you can order individual 
copies of the book from CRC or from 
the publisher, we prefer that you ask 
your favorite bookstore to order 
copies. Bookstores will generally order 
5 or 10 copies if you honestly tell them 
that you are a supporter of CRC. 
Bookstores like this "tie-in" — it shows 
them that the book is supported in the 
local community. The retail price of 
the book is $9.95. 

Copies on the shelves will be seen 
by other people who browse the book- 
store, and thus increase sales. 
Information about CRC, as well as the 
names, addresses and phone numbers 
of CRC chapters arc listed in the back 
of the book. The names of CRC advi- 
sors are also provided. 



Computer Services 

Micro Center of Fairfax, Virginia, 
part of a nationwide computer depart- 
ment store, has helped CRC update its 
computer system. Micro Center, which 
often has bairgains on computer prod- 
ucts, is headquartered in Columbus, 
Ohio, and has retail locaions in 
Atlanta, Cleveland, Cincinnati, Phila- 
delphia, Los Angeles, and Washing- 
ton, D.C. Micro Electronics, Inc. is a 
mail order division for Micro Center 
and can be reached at 1-800-634-3478. 



Psychology/Mediation 

Donald K. Smith, Ph.D., a long- 
time CRC supporter, is a clinical psy- 
chologist, educational psychologist, 
marriage and family child counselor 
who does custody evaluations; work- 
ers compensation, personal injury and 
learning disability assessments. Will 
travel to testify. 333 City Boulevard 
West, Suite 1235, Orange, CA 92668, 
phone (914) 939-6678. 

Leslee J. Newman, Esq. and 
Donald K. Smith, divorce mediation, 
8141 East Kaiser Boulevard, Suite 
103, Anaheim Hills, CA 92808, phone 
(714)282-1515. 

Charity Drive Ends 

CRC thanks everyone who desig- 
nated CRC (number 1513) in the 
recent nationwide federal government 
charity drive. Those funds help main- 
tain CRC throughout the year. Thank 
you. 



Crime Rate 
Related to 
Family 
Composition 

What is perhaps the lairgest survey 
of crime ever conducted in America, 
involving random samples of 11,419 
individuals in 57 neighborhoods, has 
concluded that "The percentage of sin- 
gle-parent households with children 
between the ages of 12 and 20 is sig- 
nificantly associated with rates of vio- 
lent crime and burglary." 

The study, entitled "Social Struc- 
ture and Criminal Victimization" by 
Douglas A. Smith and Roger Jaijoura, 
was published in the Journal of 
Research in Crime and Delinquency, 
Vol. 25, No. 1, February, 1988, gave 
the results of research in neighbor- 
hoods in Rochester (New York), 
Tampa (Florida) and St. Louis 
(Missouri). The survey has received 
only sporadic press attention since it 
was published. 

The survey, which analyses previ- 
ous studies on crime, and controls for 
such factors as poverty, racial compo- 
sition of neighborhoods, density of 
population and residential mobility, 
discussed the view that minority pop- 
ulation neighborhoods are perceived 
to have higher crime rates than white 
neighborhoods. 

Smith and Jarjoura disagreed, say- 
ing their finding is consistent with 
1985 research by R. J. Sampson "who 
notes that many studies that find a 
significant association between racial 
composition and crime rates have 
failed to control for community family 
structure and may mistakenly 
attribute to racial composition an 
effect that is actually due to the asso- 
ciation between race and family struc- 
ture. ...Additionally, the percentage 
of single-parent households helps 
explain the association between 
poverty and rates of burglary in these 
data. ..Given these results, it would 
seem that measures of neighborhood 
family composition are another cen- 
tral element in explaining neighbor- 
hood variation in criminal activity." 
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More News from CRC's 1993 National Conference 

(Pages 12-15) 




This is in addition to news of 
CRC's 1993 Seventh National 
Conference which appeared in our 
Summer/Fall 1993 newsletter. 
Speakers at the conference included: 

Williams 

Robert Williams is the 
Director of Policy Studies, 
_ Inc., Denver, CO, the 
— / main evaluator of the fed- 
gj'^a*?^^ eral access (visitation) 
wiiuams grants awarded by the 
federal government to 
improve access (visitation) enforce- 
ment under Section 504 of the 1988 
Family Support Act. Williams noted 
that the Congressionally stated pur- 
pose of the grants was to: 

A) decrease time required for the 
resolution of child access disputes; 

B) reduce child access litigation; 
and 

C) improve compliance with court- 
•ordered support payments. Williams 
reported on the purpose of the first 
wave of grants in Tallahassee, 
Florida; Boise, Idaho, and Marion and 
Lake Counties, Indiana; and Wave II 
projects located in Phoenix, Arizona; 
Boise, Idaho; Des Moines, Iowa; and 
Cambridge, Massachusetts. 

For the first wave, Williams said 
that: 

* in Florida, child access disputes 
are estimated to arise in 9 percent of 
new order cases, and 5 percent of 
prior order cases; 

* in Idaho, child access disputes 
are estimated to arise in 20 percent of 
prior order cases; 

* in Marion County, Indiana, child 
access disputes are estimated to arise 
in 4 percent of IV-D (child support 
enforcement) cases. There are rea- 
sons to believe that this figure is an 
underestimate, however," said 
Williams. 

A final report on the three First 
Wave projects was due to be pub- 
lished in late 1993. The Second Wave 




Thoennen 



final report is not due until 1995. 

(CRC has talked with HHS offi- 
cials, particularly David Amaudo and 
Ken Maniha, who have administered 
the grants for HHS, who are seeing, 
particularly through Dick Woods' 
grant, that vi.=;itation rights can be 
enforced at low cost within the legal 
system. Maniha and Arnaudo seem 
impressed that such enforcement is 
workable. HHS, the U.S. Department 
of Health and Human Services, is 
responsibile for the administration of 
the grants, while Williams is the main 
grant evaluator). 

Thoennes 

* Nancy Thoennes, 
Ph.D., co-director. Center 
for Policy Research, 
Denver, CO., reported on 
two research projects, one 
of which was "Mediation 
Rather than Litigation a. 
a Means of Resolving Child Abuse and 
Neglect Cases." She said she found 
that despite initial resistance to medi- 
ation among professionals who were 
expected to participate, resistance was 
overcome by showing that: most cases 
settle in mediation, mediation can 
protect children, parents are not at a 
disadvantage in mediation, imbal- 
ances of power can be addressed in 
mediation, and parents are more like- 
ly to be involved in mediation than in 
other negotiations forums. "Mediation 
can be a valuable tool to the juvenile 
court, and can offer signifiant improv- 
ements over traditional approaches in 
most courts, but they are brief inter- 
ventions that cannot be expected to 
compensate for other deficiencies in 
the system," her report states. 

For more information on the above 
report, or on Thoennes' other assess- 
ment, of the U.S. foster care system, 
contact her at the Center for Policy 
Studies, 1720 Emerson Street, 
Denver. Colorado, 80218. 




Mclsaac 



Mclsaac 

* Hugh Mclsaac, long- 
time director of the 
Conciliation Court of Los 
Angeles, CA., the largest 
mediation/conciliation 
court in the U.S., urged 
efi'orts "to spare children 
the tragedy of a parentectomy — the 
removal of a parent from the child's 
life." Mclsaac, now Director of Family 
Court Services, Multnomah County (Port- 
land, OR), urged mediation as a 
means for resolving custody disputes 
and to ensure that both divorced par- 
ents stay involved in their children's 
lives. 

Mediation can spare children fi-om 
becoming "pawns in a frightful adver- 
sarial struggle." 

Mclsaac said "we need a new lan- 
guage that is liberating and enhanc- 
ing of the human spirit, a flexible lan- 
guage that is responsive to children's 
needs to be loved and cared for, not as 
possessions, but as human beings 
who have to grow up in a new and dif- 
ferent world." 

He described as "imprisoning" the 
use of language such as "custody and 
visitation." Custody is a word for pris- 
oners, not a word to describe children, 
he noted. And we "visit" people in hos- 
pitals and mental institutions, we don't 
visit our own children. We live with 
them, we love them and are with them. 

He noted the emphasis in 
California and Oregon on divorcing 
couples to develop parenting plans. It 
is a process that must preserve the 
family while allowing the adult to 
disconnect. 

Mclsaac headed California's effort 
to establish a statewide conciliation 
system, and he is still editor of the 
Family and Conciliation Courts Re- 
view, a publication of the Association 
of Family and Conciliation Courts. 

Adapted from a report by Donald J. 
Middleman, Philadelphia, PA, editor 
of Fathers Rights Newsline 
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Awards Presented at Seventh Conference 



CRC presented, awards in several 
categories at our Seventh National 
Conference April 28-May 2, 1993. The 
awards, engraved plaques, were pre- 
sented in the following categories: 
"Healer" awards; Best in Media; Child 
Advocacy; Cici Simon Memorial 
Award; Distinguished Legislators; 
Parenting Awards; and Sponsor 
Award. 

"Healer" Awards 

When Justice Warren E. Burger 
was chief justice of the United States, 
he urged lawyers to be healers, not 
just litigators. Each year, CRC pre- 
sents healer awards to lawyers, 
judges and others who emphasize 
healing in the domestic relations area. 
The 1993 CRC "healer" awards went 
to: 

* Judge David Gray 
Ross, Circuit Court 
Judge, Prince George's 
. County, Maryland, for 
being "a national leader 
Ro»» i'^ recognizing that a child 
is entitled to the love and 
companionship of both parents." Ross, 
a member of the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services (HHS) 
Judicial Advisory Panel, is a frequent 
speaker before judicial and legal pan- 
els around the country, and frequently 
awards joint custody (shared parent- 
ing) in his court. Ross helped in the 
many years' effort to establish a fami- 
ly court in Maryland, which became 
law in 1993, Maryland CRC coordina- 
tor Harvey Walden presented the 
award on behalf of CRC to Ross, and 
the judge's Congressman, Steny 
Hoyer (D-MD), sent a letter of con- 
gratulations to Ross, which was read 
at the conference. 

( See stoiy on Ross's appointment to 
a high post in the Clinton Adminis- 
tration elsewhere in this issue). 

* Judge Lawrence Kaplan, a 
Family Court judge in Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania. Through his leadership 
position with the Association of 
Family and Conciliation Courts 




(AFCC), membership on the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human 
Services (HHS) Judicial Advisory 
Panel, and through many other judi- 
cial leadership positions around the 
country. Judge Kaplan has been, 
CRC's award says, "a national leader 
in recognizing that a child is entitled 
to the love and companionship of 
both parents." David Dinn, CRC's 
Indiana coordinator, presented the 
award on behalf of CRC to Judge 
Kaplan. Kaplan's Congressman, 
Representative William Coyne (D- 
PA), sent a letter of congratulations 
to Kaplan, which was read at the 
conference. 

* Judge Thomas H. McKinley, 
5th District, Kentucky, "for working 
for a child's right to two parents". 
Judge McKinley, of Owensboro, who 
has granted joint custody (shared 
parenting) in many cases, is also 
establishing parenting classes for 
divorcing parents in his and another 
judges' chambers. Judge McKinley 
was unable to come to Washington 
to receive the award, but Tracy Cox, 
CRC Kentucky coordinator, who 
nominated McKinley for the award, 
presented it to him after the confer- 
ence at a ceremony in Owensboro. 



1993 "Best in Media" 
awards were given to: 

* Barbara Dafoe Whitehead, 
Ph.D., for her landmark article enti- 
tled "Dan Quayle Was Right," in 
Atlantic Monthly, April 1993, that 
spoke eloquently of the needs of chil- 
dren for two parents. The article was 
excerpted in the Spring, 1993 issue 
of "Speak Out for Children." 
Georgia CRC coordinator Sonny 
Burmeister, one of several CRC 
members who nominated White- 
head, presented the award on behalf 
of CRC. Whitehead could not attend 
the conference, but her award was 
accepted on her behalf by David 
Popenoe. 




Popenoe 



* David Popenoe, 
Ph.D., for his article in 
the New York Times, 
December 26, 1992 enti- 
tled "The Controversial 
Truth: Two-Parent Fam- 
ilies are Better." The arti- 
cle cited the overwhelming amount of 
research that shows that children 
with two parents generally do better 
than children with one parent. CRC 
Delaware coordinator James Morning 
presented the award on behalf of CRC 
to Popenoe. The article was reprinted 
in Speak Out for Children, Spring, 
1993. 

* Carly Simon, for her new opera 
entitled 'Romulus Hunt,' which tells 
the story of a 12-year-old boy named 
Romulus Hunt, whose divorcing par- 
ents are trying to pull Romulus in 
opposite directions. Romulus has a 
plan. He will write two fake valen- 
tines, one from his mom to his dad, 
and one from his dad to his mom. He 
will sprinkle the valentines with a 
special potion made from fishheads 
soaked in Ovaltine, and then — boom; 
his parents will fall back in love with 
each other. Unfortunately, the plan 
backfires — and the parents fight. 
Romulus, confused, suffers an acci- 
dent. The accident makes his parents 
realize that their fighting has hurt 
their son, and they resolve to comfort 
him and tend to his needs. CRC is 
making arrangements to present the 
award to Carly Simon. 

National Child Advocacy 
Award to: 

* Susan Hurley 
DeConcini, for pioneering 
work in child advocacy, 
and for her accomplish- 
ments in strengthening 
DeConcini child care in America. 

DeConcini, wife of Sen- 
ator Dennis DeConcini (D-AZ) is a 
long-time child advocate. She received 
her award (\vith the assistance of her 

Continued on page 14 
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Continued from page 13 

8-year old granddaughter Peggy) from 
Ellen Levy of CRC (who was aided in 
the presentation by 7 year old Diana 
Levy). DeConcini's two daughters, 
Christine and Denise, and other 
grandchildren were also present at 
the awards ceremony. 

The 1993 Cici Simon 
Memorial Award to: 




Oddenino (left) and Raggio 

* Kenneth Raggio, former chair- 
man of the American Bar Association 
Family Law Section, "for national 
leadership regarding the use and mis- 
use of mental health experts in family 
court proceedings." Raggio called 
national attention to the subjectivity 
of mental health opinion and "the 
unregulated power" that psychologists 
and psychiatrists have in Family Law 
proceedings. He initially drew public 
attention to this problem in an article 
September 9, 1992 as reported in the 
Washington Times by Nancy E. 
Roman. The CRC award was present- 
ed to Raggio by CRC General Counsel 
Michael Oddenino at a meeting of the 
Family Law Section of the American 
Bar Association on April 29 in San 
Diego, California. Raggio's comment 
in the Washington Times article was 
the catalyst behind CRC's decision to 
hold the panel discussion at our con- 
ference on the Use and Misuse of 
Mental Health Professionals (see else- 
where in this issue). 

Distinguished Legislator 
awards to: 

»r * Senator Herbert Kohl 

ft j\ (D-WD, for his sponsor- 
LT=*i .'cr ,.4 gj^^p of the Commission on 
Child Welfare, with an 
emphasis on access (visi- 
Kohl tation ). Kohl got Congress 
to authorize the commis- 





sion as part of the Hyde/Shelby bill 
(Public Law 102-521). The Commis- 
sion is awaiting funding by Congress 
before it can begin its work of focusing 
national attention on issues affecting 
child welfare, including access. See 
Page 1 of this issue for news about the 
funding request. 

* Sen. John J. Rocke- 
feller IV (D-WV), for his 
leadership of the National 
Commission on Children, 
and for focusing America 
RockefeiUr on the needs of children 
for two-parent families. 
The Commission called for a return to 
America of the 2-parent family. 
Rockefeller also spoke at the confer- 
ence (see Summer/Fall issue of "Speak 
Out for Children"). 

Positive Parenting 
Awards to: 

* The Dallas Association of Yoimg 
Lawyers for the video entitled "Child 
Custody Battles — Don't Forget the 
Children." The video is designed to 
educate divorcing parents on ways to 
maintain healthy, non-combative con- 
tact with their children after divorce. 
Judges and parents speak from first 
hand knowledge on the tape. Eric 
Anderson of the Children's Rights 
Coalition presented the award on 
behalf of CRC to Cherrie Harris of 
Dallas, Texas, who accepted the 
award on behalf of the Association. 

Special Award to 

David Brenner, Honorary president 
of CRC, for his efforts on behalf of 
children and CRC. Brenner, who has 
custody of his 10 year old son Cole, 
has made clear that despite a long- 
time custody dispute with the boy's 
mother. Cole has the right to close 
and continuing contact with both his 
parents, a right that Brenner respects 
and is honoring. Brenner obtained 
publicity for his efforts on behalf of 
children and CRC just prior to the 
conference with: 

* an cuticle in the Washington Times; 
a half-hour discussion on Larry 

King's national radio show; 

* appearances on David L<4t('rman's 
Show and Howard Stem's radio show. 



Brenner gave a benefit perfor- 
mance for CRC at the conference. 

Sponsor award to: 

* Holiday Inn Worldwide for its 
generous support of children and the 
Children's Rights Council by sponsor- 
ing CRC's Seventh National Con- 
ference, hosted by Holiday Inn, 
Bethesda. Michael Weil, general man- 
ager. Holiday Inn, Bethesda, accepted 
the award on behalf of the parent cor- 
poration. 

Book and Author 
Luncheon 

At the Book and Author Luncheon 
at CRC's Seventh National Con- 
ference, the following authors spoke: 

* Claire Berman, author of A Hole 
in My Heart and Adult Children of 
Divorce Speak Out and others 

* Geoffrey L. Grief, D.S.W., author 
of When Parents Kidnap 

* Stephen Herman, M.D. author of 
Parent vs. Parent 

* Vicki Lansky, author of Divorce 
Book for Parents 

* Marcia Lebowitz, author of I 
think Divorce Stinks 

* Lenard Marlow, J.D. author of 
Divorce and the Myth of Lawyers 

* Lita Linzer Schwartz, author of 
The Dynamics of Divorce. 

Adrian Cronauer, the real-life DJ 
portrayed by Robin Williams in the 
movie, "Good Morning Vietnam," was 
an entertaining MC. 

Introducers included Suzanne 
Fields, nationally syndicated colum- 
nist and author of the book "Like 
Father, Like Daughter," and repre- 
sentatives of the Alexandria Gazette, 
Aladdin's Lamp bookstore in Falls 
Church, Virginia; and Washington 
area representatives of Olsson's 
Books, Brentano's and Waldenbooks. 

Continued on page 15 



If you have not seen the film "Mrs. 
Doubtfire" starring Robin Williams, you 
still have time. The children in the film 
want to see their father (as well as their 
mother), and the father (Robin Williams) 
goes to great (humorous) lengths to see 
the children. A terriiic movie! 
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The Use and Misuse of Mental Health Experts 
In Child Custody Cases 



This was a panel discussion sponsored by the Jarosh- 
Flynn Family Fund, an international organization con- 
cerned with human rights. Marie McManmon of Los 
Angeles, the U.S. representative of the fund, said the 
Fund's concerns on this issue include: 

* the lack of established standards in the evaluation 
process, the collection and interpretation of information, 
and the recommendations offered to parents, their attor- 
neys, and the courts; 

* the weight given to mental health opinion in pre- 
trial conferences and in trial; 

* the lack of accountability of mental health experts 
to provide recommendations consistent with relevant 
laws and constitutional safeguards; 

* the lack of an established, generally accepted scien- 
tific body of knowledge relevant to child custody cases in 
the field of. mental health. 

Arnold Rutkin, Esq., Family Law Section, American 
Bar Association, moderated the panel discussion. 
Rutkin said that "Through the years many mental 
health professionals have used various yardsticks to 
render their opinion. Those yardsticks are wielded in a 
way which leads the courts to believe that there is actu- 
ally a scientific basis to support the notion that there is 
one psychological parent, one primary parent, one bond- 
ing parent or the nurturing parent." 

Joan Kinlan, M.D., who represented the American 
Psychiatric rvssociation and the American Academy of 
Child and Adolescent Psychiatry, pointed out that a 
child and adolescent psychiatrist who is able to perform 
a careful and thorough evaluation of all parties in a 
potential custody battle can be a positive force in pre- 
venting court battles. 

Billic Hinnefeld, J.D., representing the American 
Psychological Association, presented a draft of 
"Guidelines for Child Custody Evaluations in Divorce 
Proceedings." The guidelines are being developed by the 
APA Committee on Professional Practice and Standards 
to promote "best practice" in using psychological exper- 
tise in conducting child custody evaluations. 

Jeffrey Kuhn, representing The National Council of 
Juvenile and Family Court Judges, said the Council is 
committed to reducing the adversarial nature of child 
custody disputes. The Council, he said, is "decidedly 
opposed to the utilization of mental health experts by 
opposing parties, the purpose of which is to discredit the 
conclusions of the other. "Kuhn said the Council 
"believes strongly that divorcing parents should be man- 
dated to participate in divorce education programs, and 
by limiting the function of the mental health expert to 
that of court-appointed expert." 

Judge Frances Rothschild, Los Angeles, Superior 



Court, representing the American Association of Family and 
Conciliation Coiirts, noted the lack of reported cases analyz- 
ing the permissible scope of testimony of a mental health 
professional as an expert in a custody hearing. 

She questionned whether mental health opinion testimo- 
ny must pass the same validity standard as scientific evi- 
dence and whether the opinion of the expert recommending 
a particular custody plan is an invasion of the province of 
the judge. 

Ronald Henry, Esq., representing CRC, said "child cus- 
tody litigation has experienced an explosive growth in the 
use and misuse of experts" and cautioned lawyers to be alert 
"for signs that the judge has abdicated decision-making 
authority to the expert" and to "insist that testimony from 
proposed experts comply fully with the standards for admis- 
sibility set forth in the applicable rules of civil procedure." 

He asked "Is the expert really offering an analysis of the 
matters that are beyond the understanding of a layman?" 



IT LOOKS LIKE ANOTHER 
CREDIT CARD TO YOU, BUT 
IT'S A DONATION FOR US 




Every time you use your CRC card, the CRC receives a con- 
tribution at no extra cost to you. In addition, here are some 
of the valuabie benefits you will enjoy: 

• A special 1 5.9% variable Annual Percentage Rate (APR).' 

• Issued free of an annual fee the first year, and just $40 for 
the Visa' Gold card and $20 for the Visa' Classic card 
each year thereafter. 

today'i l-M0-847-7378,ext.400 

Please be sure to use this priority code when calling: LYRF 
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If you are currently paying more than 15.9% on a 
CRC Affinity card, phone 1 -800-847-7378 to get 
your rate reduced to 1 5.9%. 
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Court Cases 



Kids 



Child Support by Non-Parent 

A 1981 paternity order still stands, despite 
the fact that a blood test conclusively proved 
that a man who has been paying child support 
for more than a decade is not the father of the 
child, the Alabama Supreme Court ruled. 

The court relied on the doctrine of res judi- 
cata, the doctrine under which courts do not 
overturn earlier decisions without good reason. 
The court said that in 1981 the man accepted 
paternity, and did not pursue a statutory right 
to request a blood test, even though "he had 
reason to doubt that he was the father." Too 
long a period of time had elapsed since the 1981 
court decision that the man was the ""legal 
father" of the child, the Court said. It cited 
precedents in other states in support of this rul- 
ing. 

Ex parte W. J. (Alabama ex re). G.J. v. 
W.J.); Ala SupCt., No. 1911973, 6/11/93. 

Concealment of Child 

A non-cu.stodial parent cannot use the custo- 
dial parent's concealment of the child as a rea- 
son not to pay child support arrearages, the 
California Court of Appeal, Sixth District, has 
held. 

At the time of its decision, a conflict existed 
between appellate districts in the state on this 
issue, the Appeal Court noted. The state Family 
Law Act separates the support and visitation 
issues, but some previous court decisions had 
"held that deliberate concealment of the child — 
as distinct from mere interference with visita- 
tion — barred the custodial parent from collect- 
ing support. 

However, the Court of Appeal for the Sixth 
District ruled that the Family Law Act does not 
distinguish between interference with visitation 
and aggravated forms of custodial parent mis- 
conduct. Even the more serious forms of custo- 
dial parent misconduct do not disqualify that 
parent from collecting child support, the court 
mled. A subsequent Appeal Court decision (see 
belowj differed from the Sixth District on this 
issue). 

In re King, Calif CtApp 6th Dist, No. 
HO 102 18 6/24/93 

Despite the ruling above, a later i-uling by 
the Appeal Court, First District, held that con- 
cealment of the child is a factor tt) be con.sidered 
in determining the amount of child support 
arrearages owed to the state of California for 
reimbursement of public assistance. 

The Appeal Court, First District, acknowl- 
edged the separation of the visitation and child 
support issues in the Family Law Act, but said 
outright concealment of the child was a more 
serious issue. In such cases, remedies for visita- 
tion interference (such as contempt, reduction 
of spousal support, or change of custody) "are 
totally illusory because they are unavailable," 
the Appeal Court said. 

Children denied acce.sK to one parent may be 
caused serious and permanent emotional harm, 
the court said. It would bo contrary to public 
policy "to reward a criminal wrongdoer and 
punish an innocent victim by requiring pay- 
ment of child support for the period of time the 
wrongdoer is committing criminal acts," the 
court .said. 



The California Supreme Coui-t is expected to 
review another similar case, and to impose uni- 
formity across the state on this issue. 

Padilla v. Padilla, Calif CtApp 1st Dist, No. 
A059195, 9/1793. 

Moral Fitness and Custody 

A trial court was wrong in deciding that a 
divorcing mother's alleged extra-marital rela- 
tionships should be the deciding factor in 
awarding custody to the father, the Michigan 
Court of Appeals ruled. The court reversed the 
custody decision. 

Even if the mother had engaged in extra- 
marital affairs, this did not justify the trial 
court's finding that she behaved immorally, the 
Appeals Court said. In addition, a parent's 
moral fitness is only one of 1 1 factors to be con- 
sidered under state law in determining custody, 
and it had already been decided that a mother's 
adulterj' did not necessarily preclude her from 
having custody of her children, the Appeals 
Court said. 

Fletcher v. Fletcher; Mich CtApp, No. 
151 145, 7/6/93, released 9/23/93. 

Basis of State Guidelines 

The U.S Court of Appeals for the Ninth 
Circuit rejected a challenge to Washington's 
child support guideline by a group called 
Parents Opposed to Punitive Support (P.O.P.S.). 

The group argued that, although the state's 
law permits deviations from the guideline, as a 
practical matter, parents are unable to rebut 
the standard support obligation, because the 
state has not revealed the assumptions underly- 
ing the guidelines. However, the U.S. Court of 
Appeals said the state may properly decide that 
what a parent actually spends is irrelevant. The 
Constitutional Equal Protection and the Due 
Process provisions are not violated by such a 
decision, the court said. 

The court assumed for the sake of argument 
that the state's guideline was not rebuttable, 
but said that not all irrebutable presumptions 
are unconstitutional. P.O.P.S. contended that 
the state had inflated the costs of rearing chil- 
dren, but the court said the state had the power 
to make value judgments on such issues, provid- 
ed that they were not arbitrary. 

(P.O.P.S. v. Gardner) CA 9, No. 91-36138, 
7/29/93. 

(These cases are summarized from Family 
Law Reporter, and appear here by permission of 
the publisher. The Bureau of National Affairs, 
Inc. ) 

In Need of Legal Help? 

If your case is on appeal, and involves a 
broad legal principle (such as joint cus- 
tody/shared parenting, parental kidnap- 
ping, or the fairness of some domestic rela- 
tions law or procedure), CRC may be able 
to file an amicus curiae (Friend of the 
Court) brief, as we have done in other 
state appeal court cases. 

Attorneys for CRC are interested in 
handling these cases on a reasonable fee 
basis. As mentioned above, we can only 
consider cases on appeal. 



m Express 
Affiliates 
with CRC 



Kids Express, a colorful newsletter 
whose publisher is Linda Sartori, in 
Littleton, Colorado, has affiliated 
with our Children's Rights Council. 

This wonderful 8-page newsletter 
is by, for and about children of 
divorce. It contains stories and draw- 
ings by children, an activities/game/ 
puzzle page, an advice column, and a 
parents column. When CRC first saw 
this newsletter, we were favorably 
impressed with the content, style and 
layout of the newsletter, which began 
publishing in September 1992 as a 
monthly. 

Linda Sartori has 15 years experi- 
ence as a social worker at a public 
school, and part of her duties has 
been to help children of divorce. She 
is married and has two children. 
Littleton is a suburb south of Denver. 

Subscriptions to Kids Express are 
$20.00 a year; when you subscribe, 
please mention that you heard about 
their publication from CRC. Write to 

Kids Express 

Post Office Box 782 

Littleton, CO 80160-0782. 

Mention that you are a supporter 
of CRC. 

New Coordinators in 
Ohio, Pennsylvania 

New CRC coordinators have been 
named in Ohio and Pennsylvania. 
Kathryn Gibson of Pittsburgh, is 
CRC's new coordinator in Pennsyl- 
vania. She won a CRC "Best in Media" 
award from CRC in 1992 for her arti- 
cle entitled "Not Mothers Rights, Nor 
F'athers Rights, but Family Rights," 
published in the ABA's Family law 
Advocate that said she could have sole 
custody, but instead chose joint cus- 
tody with her ex-husband for the sake 
of their children. 

Continued on page 17 
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New Coordinators 

Continued from page 16 

Gibson, who just obtained her M.A, 
in counseling, is working on plans to 
develop parenting classes for divorc- 
ing parents with the help of judges in 
Allegheny and Butler Counties. 

Margaret Wuwert, a member of the 
board of the Coalition for Parents 
Rights Organization (CAPRA), is the 
new CRC coordinator in Ohio. 
Wuwert has been married to the same 
man for 36 years, has four children, 
and seven grandchildren. She previ- 
ously worked at the ACES 
(Association for the Enforcement of 
Support) national office in Ohio. She 
believes in CRC's balanced approach 



of working for access as well as sup- 
port enforcement, especially because 
her brother-in-law went through a 
divorce and paid support but couldn't 
see his child. Wuwert replaces Cathy 
Clark, who we thank for handling the 
coordinator position during an interim 
period. Coordinators of our state chap- 
ters maintain contact by mail 
exchange and cross-country telephone 
conference calls between the chapters 
and CRC national. In this way, chap- 
ters can benefit from each other and 
do not have to constantly "re-invent 
the wheel". 

Chapters exist in 25 states. 

If you live in a state where there is 
a CRC chapter, we urge you to join 
the chapter. In this way, you will be 



networking with a chapter and 
national CRC to reform custody law 
and attitudes around the country. By 
becoming a member of the chapter, 
you also become a member of national 
CRC. 

If you would like to learn if a chap- 
ter is forming in your state, write or 
call CRC. If you would like to form a 
chapter in your own state or commu- 
nity, write to Eric Anderson, address 
below, and enclose $15.00 for photo- 
copying and postage. 

This 37-page booklet explains 
everything you want to know about 
affiliation. 

Note: CRC's name is protected by 
federal trademark law. 



National Affiliate Organizations and Chapters 



National Affiliate 
Organizations 

Mothers Without Custody (MW/OC) 
P.O. Box 27418 
Houston, TX 77227-7418 
phone (7 13) 840- 1626 
Jennifer Ishani, president 

Grandparents United for Children's 

Rights (GUCR) 
137 Urkin Street 
Madison, WI 5370ri 
phone (608) 238-87.')l 
Ethel Dunn, executive dirittor 

Stepfamily Association of /Vmerica 
(SAA) 

215 Centennial Mall South, Suite 212 

Lincoln, Nebraska 68.'>0,5 

(4021477-78,37 

Kevin Ricker, pre.<id<'nl 

CRC Chapters 
Alabama 

CRC of Alabama 
P.O. Eiox 750 
Montrose AL 36559 
K.D. Wilson, coordinat(tr 
120.') 1928-0464 

Alaska 

Alaska Pads and Moms 
2225 An tic Boulevard. Sle 30:1 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503 
(9071274-7.3.58 

Gary Maxwell, state cixii'diiialor 

Alaska Kamilv Support ( Irmip 
P.O. Hox 111691 
Anchorago, AK 99511-l(i91 
(907 1 344-7707 
•Jim Amesen, president 

California 

CRC of Crilifomia .Sacramcntii CbapliT 

P.O. IJox 60811 

Sacramento, ( 'A 958(i() 

i916i 6.3.5-2590 

Patricia Oehlcn, coiirdinalur 

rue of Cnlil'ornui S..laiu> Cbiiplci- 
200 ArlK)r Street 
Vacaville.CA 95688 
17071451-461 1 
Rolim l)cUi'n/.i, chiiir 

Colorado 

CRC of Colnraclo 
I' () lio\ 280084 



Lakewood, CO 80228 
(3031980-6903 

Valerie Ozsu. state coordinator 

Delaware 

CRC of Delaware 

P.O. Box 182 

Bethel, DE 19931 

(302)875-7353 

Bill Barrell, coordinator 

1 302 1 734-8522 

James Morning, president 

Florida 

CRC of Florida 
395 Shore Drive 
Ellenton, FL 34222 
(813)722-8688 
Kris Kline, coordinator 

CRC of Florida, 
southern Florida chapter 
113 \V. Tara Likes Drive 
Boynton Beach, Florida 33436 
(4071395-5512 
Piotr Blass, chair 

Georgia 

CRC of Georgia 
P.O. Box 70486 
MarietUi, OA ;>0(X)7-048(i 
i404i928-7110 

Sonny Burmeistcr, coordinator 

Illinois 

CKCof lllinoi 

P.O. Box 786 

I'ekin, IL 61.555-0780 

■ 309 1 697-3235 

/\im Daniier, coordinator 

Indiana 

CRC of Indiana 

2625 N. Meridian, Suite 202 

Indianapolis, IN 46208 

(31 7i 925-54:13 

David Dinn, C(K)rdinator 

Iowa 

CRC of Iowa 

Fathers for E(|ual Rights, Inc. 

:i62.'i Douglas Avenue 

Des Moines, lA 50310 

(5151277-8789 

Dick WiKids, coordinator 

I'rol'es.sionals Scrsing Cii.aodial and 

Non-Custodial Parents 
i515i 26:1-95 11 
K.ricUorseth..l.D 



Kansas/Missouri 

CRC of Kansas/Missouri 

5516 Mission Road 

Fairway, KS 66205-2721 

(9131831-0190 

Roger Doeren, coordinator 

Kentucky 

CRCofKentuckv 
1645 Robin RoaA 
Owensboro, KY 42301 
(502 1684-6100 
Tracy Cox, coordinator 

Maryland 

CRC of Mary land 

417 Pershing Drive 

Silver Spring, MD 20910 

CJOl 1588-0262 

Har\'ey Walden, coordinator 

.Massachusetts 

Sheila Sands, cwrdinator i413i 737-4900 
Sue Parker 1 6 1 7 1 .323-6028, assistant 
ccxtrdinator 

Concerned Fathers of Massachusetts. Inc. 
P.O. Box 2768 

Springfield, MA 01 101-2768 
(Iforgc Kellv, president 
'4131736-7432 

Michigan 

ClU' of Michigan 
P.O. Box 416 
Uwton, Ml 490(i,5-041B 
i616i247-58()8 

Heather Rowlison. coordiniit'/r 

Minnesota 

CRC of Minnesota 

5905 Chateau Road N.W. 

Rochester, MN 5590! 

15071289-6221 

Hriice Kiiskubar, ciKirdinator 

New .Jersey 

New Jei>ev Council for ( 'liildrcn s Rights 

(NJCCRi 
P.O. Box 615 
Wavne, N'J 07470-0615 
I20ii094-9;i2:( 
Richard Martin, president 

New York 

CRC of Now York 
2:tl Main .Street, .Suite 1 
Vestal, NY i;!8()5 
i6(i7i78."i-9;!:!8 

Kim Hocdecker Krey, ciKirdiiiator 



Ohio 

CRC of Ohio 
2745 Sagamore Road 
Toledo, Ohio 43606 
(4191472-1471 

Margaret Wuwert, coordinator 

Pennsylvania 

CRC of Pennsylvania 

188 Seminole Avenue 

Pittsburgh, PA 15237 

(412)364-6916 

Kathryn Gibson, coordinator 

Tennessee 

CRC of Tennessee 

5014 Charlotte Avenue 

Nashville, TN 37209 

(615)952-2498 

Dand Courson, coordinator 

Texas 

Children's Rights Coalition 
P.O.Box 12961 
Capitol Station 
Austin, Texas 787 1 1 
(512)499-8272 

Eric Anderson, coordinator and nation- 
wide chapter coordinator 

Vermont 

Vermonters for Strong Families 

RRI, Box267Al 

Heartland, XT 05048 

(8021436-3089 

Fred Tubbs, coordinator 

Virginia 

CRC of Virginia, Tidew ater chapter 
P.O. Box 13465 
Chesapeake, VA 2:1325 
(804i463-KlDS 
Michael Ewing, president 
Cindy Lewis, .state coordinator 

CrtC of Virginia, Richmond chapter 

89:15 Patterson Avenue 

Richmond, VA 23229 

(8041740-9889 

Murray SteinlK'rg, president 

Fathers llnited for Equal Right's and 

Women's Coalition 
P.O. Box I:i23 
Arlington, VA 22210- i:!2:t 
17031451-8,580 
Paul Robinson, president 
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Thank You, Supporters! 



We wish to thank those who have joined, renewed their membership, contributed to CRC, or ordered materials from CRC from April 1, 1993 
through September 31, 1993 * Denotes life member of CRC (financial contribution totaling $500 or more). 



Jon Aaroti:»on 
Carol>-n Acheson 
Bob Adams 
Constance Ahnms 
Dennu Allen 
Dominick Atnan 
Bill ;\mato 
Cnstopher Anderson 
L*la Andtrson 
Asa Baber 
Dan Baker 
Travis Ballard 
Robert Barone 
.\Ilenn Baum 
John Bauserman 
JeffBeal 
Karen Bechman 
Helen Bennell 
Vemneoa Bergen 
Steven Berio*iu 
Claire Bennan 
'Don Biemctticz 
Rebecca Black 
Anne Blacker 
Mark Blacker 
Arthur Biair 
Amelia Bland 
Piolr Blass 
Mdrnda Blau 
Un Blayer 
Russell Blome 
Emil Blomquisi 
Deede Blum 
Kim BoedeckerFrey 
Enc Borseth 
Laun Boyd 
'Dennis Bo)-tim 
Mary Faye Boze 
Robert Braid 
Richard Bray 
LaftTence Brehcny 
Robert BrodborB 
Antoinette Brown 
Dennis Brown 
Patriaa Brown 
Ccurce Bnant 
E Fulton lir>la*5kj 
Bnce Buehler 
J Robert Burk 
Cecelia Burke 
niomas Cabot 
Deborah Cahill 
ChffCapers 
LisaCamere 
DanCamgan 
Laurie Cases 
Grace Cav'anaugh 
RicharJ Chancellor 
Donald Chavez 
Eugene Cherry 
Ferrel Christensen 
John Cimino 
Edith Clark 
Palriaa Clark 
Pnsalla Clark 
■Hiomas Clark 
Chen-I Cobb 
Dallas CofTman 
•James Conaiser 
John Conerey 
Jninc* C<*ok 
Wayne Cooks 
Maureen Corbeu 
Sue Corby 
David Courson 
Richard Covino 
Judith Cnttenden 
Jennifer Curaminp 
John Curry 
Joseph DAmbrusiu 
Joseph Dansen'au 
Robert Dave 
ratherine Da\\* 
Ginger Davis 
iludith DavaR 
David DeLiurenti? 
Barbara DcMarra 
Judy DeWiU 
Ralph DellnCnmera 
•Elliott Diamond 
Mark Diamond 
'Hionuis & Barbnrd Ih. ko 
Daryl Dickie 
Wiley DuWw 
Ri^fpr Dw n-n 
Jiiscph IXiran 
rh-vlM Duckworth 
Aruirtte Dunn 
Martha IhKTrt 
( 'ourtney l-^wt 
Ki'n! Kanihardl 
./avand Sherrv Ki» ri 
Rtit-n Fier 
Klurbcth Kinstrm 
'^ ■<t Elbrrt«<.n 



Linda Kav Ellinj^oD 


Elian Heit 


Julia Leinhart-Femat 


.\lfredElhs 


Gary & Margaret Hclunan 


David Si Laura Lcst£r 


Rei ElUnrarth 


Dennis Hent^ar 


Dana Letts 


Swphen Elrod 


Robert Heslop 


Robert Levc 


Jane EUy 


John HickJ> 


Larry Lexme 


John& Alice Engle 


Brace Hickman 


CvTuithia Lewis 


Kathr\-n EppesHale 


Pern- & Juha Hicks 


Dono^'an Lenis 


.Mice ^sbeushade 


Rob ft Virgima Hilbert 


Steve k Mauree Lenis 


Bru» & Jennmfer Essex- Duckt-ry 


Craig Hill 


Israel Uditenstein 


Pamela Evans 


Dan Hill 


Bill St Dorv Lidmsky 


Michael Fwing 


Steven Hills 


Steven Luik 


J(ihn & Jud> Farrtil 


Jack& Rnbs-n ILlsard 


Gayle Lippincott 


Ko*-ard Feeler 


Stan Hirsch 


.\llcn Lomax 


James Felder 


Michael Hirschensohn 


John Lord 


John Felton 


Oayle Hobbs 


Martha hawt 


Ruth Ferran 


Michael Hoehn 


Frank Lucente 


James Fit-Ids 


Aaron Hofficever 


Jesse St Kathleen Lucken 


W dLam Fmdler 


Phil Hcele 


Norma Lutzer 


John Finn 


Phillip Holman 


Lois LniD 


Vincent Finocchio 


Kurt Holmstrom 


Donald MacMaster 


Anne Finrelti 


Phil Holt 


Chris & Sue Mahley 


Jili Fu^sione 


Jim & Barbam Hokmark 


Elaine Majewski 


Karl Fmnbach 


Laura Huoghuis 


Robert Maloney 


Joe Fischler 


Guy Horst 


L>Tme Mandel 


RussoU Fish 


Stephamo Hose 


John St Palncu Manglos 


Dennis Flatt 


David Househ<)lder 


Brenda Manns 


riarah nohr 


Dee Howard 


Steve Marhenke 


Jo Fofc'el 


James & Marae Howell 


Carol Marks 


Williain Ford 


Dedan Howlett 


Richard Marshall 


Don Forsvthe 


Bob Hovden 


Dave Martin 


John & Mary Franas 


Charles Hubbard 


Keith St Susie Martin 


MicheUe Frank 


WilLam Huerter 


Steven Martin 


Karen Freed 


Carlton Hudson 


Bemardme Mas 


Michael Friedman 


William Huerter 


Barbara Mason 


Wayne Fryer 


Mai%- Hughes 


LesUe Mathis 


Judv Fuiop 


Susan Hi^ey DeConcmi 


Dennis Manner 


ChffGade 


Leon & Judith Huske> 


Gary Maxwell 


Sherry Gaffin-McDonald 


Hiomas H>Te 


James Mav 


Louis Galto 


Barry Jacluon 


BiU Maver 
Manlv McKmghl 


Edward Gambill 


Enc & Sandra Jackson 


John Gander 


Regma Jackson 


JudyitfcCallistej 


Julian Gama 


Hioinas St Glenda Jackson 


Rosemao' McCa ihn 


Richard Gardner 


Mickey James 


Donald McClelLjid 


Card™ Gargasz 


Charles Jamieson 


HelviMcCleUsjd 


Gary Gamott 


JamesJanousek 


Charles McC' jr.- 


LaKTencv Craughan 


Michael Jasinski 


Michael McCflv 


Roger (lav 


Vivien Jennings 


Jack McDamel 


"niomasfieha 


Brad Johnson 


Daniel McDonald 


Robert Gentry 


Breiida Johnson 


Donna McDougald 


Nancy Cer^tung 


Jerri' Johnson 


Mike McGee 


Kathryn Gibson 


Ole Si & Clair Johnson 


Michele McGuire 


Joanne Gil den 


R& I Johnson 


Hu^ McUaoc 


Bnice Gillman 


Timothy Johnson 


GUver & Barbara McMahan 


Charles 4 Judy Glover 


Mona Johnston 


Gregorv McMillen 


Garv Goldberg 


Pierre Joligard 


Ronald McPeek 


Mictiacl Lee &wdman 


Dons Jonas Freed 


Darrcll McQmny 


George Goodrich 
Israd Gopsiein 


.Ann .Jones 


George McVey 


Dennnis Judd 


Deanne Mechlmg 


Donald G)rdon 


Deris Julian 


David Mendenall 


Richard Goruh 


Jon Jungiohann 
Michael Justice 


Rob & Cara Mcncilly 


Willard Graham 


Evelyn Metaxas 


Marge Grant 


Chery l Kabler 


Ras St Eleanor Meunier 


Dan Gray 


Teresa Kaiser 


Keith St KeQv Meyers 


Robert Grav 


Stephen Kalifeh 


l^nald Mid({leman 


Chns Grazel 


Christina Kallas 


Rov Miller 


Bn'cc Green 


Bruce Kaskubar 


Wendy Mitchell 


Richard Green 


Diane Keenev 


Courtney Mobley 


Susan GiwnwTV 


Janet Keillor 


Bob Monday 


.Ja\ tc DarlaGr«nlp> 


Jack Keith 


CTiarles Monroe 


Steven Greenstfin 


Sev KeQam 


Russ Moore 


Anthony Grrcory 
Max Grejpincti 


Ctforge Kell> 


Mason Morgan 


Ed Kerr 


l^wTerwe Morse 


CoUue Gnce 


Jmes Kerr 


John St Beverl> Mf>ss 


Charles Gnmos 


Louis Kiefer 


Nanc>- Mossor 


Barry Grossman 


Kirk Kitchen 


EUenMuller 


Terry (nilgnon 


Kvm Klass 


BiUMiinn 


Ed*ard(iundcrson 


Albert Klopfer 


John Murphy 


Luke Gunnstalk:; 


Jim Klupman 


Patnaa Murphy 


(iforge & Jan Gura 


Knsti KJoster 


Beverly MusseUtr 


PhilbpHaa» 


Ponims Kohb 


Sharon Myers 


Nancy Hackiics 


Uurdes Konta= 


Richard & Sara Myslinski 


Ji>hn Hadder 


Lnin Kot2 


Tlazalteolli Nelson 


Jamct> llagan 


Clinton Kraft 


Gregory Nerode 


Ben Hall 


Glenn Kramar 


Kenneth Neumann 


Dunaldand AdelelInU 


(rary Kr\'tchmer 


■lay Newell 


Tom and Margaret Hali 


Wayne Knstall 


Lowell St Susan Nichols 


Diane Hamilton 


Rcbt'rt KmSlman 


Roy Nolan 


-Ji'fr& Viviiin Hnnojck 


Walter Kuckes 


Bnan O'Bnan 


Mar> Hftnunan 


Steven KukeU 


David & Dawn OTSeill 


Keith Hardest) 


David Kuperschmid 


Thomas Oaster 


Suzanne Ilardm 


Martin Lachnun 


Wallas Odd 


riifTord Harpp 


Scott St Delia Lame 


Gary Ohvcr 


Thomas Hamrs 


Den Limb 


Dcnisr OL'sen 


BOI Hnmngton 


StrvenUimlvrx 


Wanvn & Jivrn OLson 


Krvin Hams 


Cindy Lammrrt 


MnryOmwake 


Miirrv Ham< 


Oavnd Landesman 


( oletle Grlandi) 


>; ll^llll.-irvh 


I)t.nald Lflndry 


/\nthony Ostler 


Carl Har\e> 


.\udrr> Lnntrwurth) 


HankOsiwald 


MatK Hdr\(\ 


Angle UpJi 


Chuck (herbv 


.li)hn Ha«ke 


Shelliv Uird 


Fn-d Padd.<.k 


ljun Hassin|.ir 


■lack (jms(in 


Greg & Mia Page 
KaUi\ Page 


Jfan Haifirld 


Win-vHin Ijis'o 


Sue HatN'ni 


Kcni Uiwnnn- 


Ken {'angtmrn 


G*-viinpth Ha*csl'-»'k 


Puul li'lkin 


Mark ParndL-^- 


l).ivid]liiv.n 


Manna Ulmwiij: 


Harbani Para-ll" 


K<.bHa\r?« 

Ron Si ('m<\v Hffk 


Richard l>rdf r 


Keith Pnrker 


.lacki. 


M .p, Pa^lev 



Anthony Parae 

Paul Pearbtein 

Jessica Pearson 

Jessica Pearson 

Becky Peck 

Bernard Perry 

Peter Petersen 

Bill & Carol Petrmic 

Rusty Pevenill 

Steve Pew 

Charles Phillips 

Richard Phillips 

R. Scon Pierce 

Joseph Pipher 

Joseph Pirone 

Denise Pitts 

Emanuel Plesent 

Ruth Pollack 

Arthur Popp 

Rick PoppeU 

Dara Pourghasemi 

RusseU Powell 

Stephen Powiu 

Jim Preuss 

David Ptiden 

Donald Pulman 

Robert Quaglio 

Edward & Jaan Quick 

Skip St Sharon Quimby 

Gary- Ragsdole 

Ann RagsdaJe- Paris 

VRaian 

Ken Rand 

John Ratajewsb 

W. & M. Rausch 

Randy Ray-bon 

Allen & Surtha Reading 

Keith Reed 

Rhonda Reems 

Kathleen Reeves 

George Rehn 

Daniel Redly 

Helen Reisoer 

Hiomas St Unda Reynolds 

Roeemarv Rhoades 

Charles Rhodes 

Isalina Ricci 

Mary Riley 

Chuck Rivera 

Quinae Rivers 

Shane Roberts 

Jack Robinson 

MicfaeUe Robinson 

*Paul Robinson 

Carol Roeder-Esser 

Elsie Rcettger 

S»\*en Roots 

Domimck Romano 

Stephen Roquc 

Susan Rosebro 

Ken Rossen 

John Rossler 

Natalie Roundtree 

Carols n Rowe 

Witma RufEn 

James Rvabik 

Wilhamhyan 

Jerome Sachs 

Janet Salzraan 

G.Sach Sanchez 

Pat Sanchez 

Brent Sandbak 

Sheila Sands 

•Gary Santora 

S Richard Saubcr 

Rebecca Saunders 

Mary Jo Scalone 

GrefflSchaaf 

Don Shaefer 

Lenny Schafer 

Roy Schenk 

Gregg Schmoll 

Dean Schre>er 

Stephen Schuker 

Brad Schulu 

Danniel Schumaker 

Uta Schwartz 

Penny Scott 

Rober St Bonny Scepnuellf r 

Unyd Selberg 

Rena Selden 

Stephen Selke 

Jeffrey Sellan 

William Severance 

Douglas Sharp 

Terpsa SheRm 

Stephen Schellen 

I)avidShpIton 

(iforgp Shelion 

Daniel Sherman 

Mike Shermd 

Thi>mas A Karen Shimshak 
Tern' Show alter 
Michael ShutU- 
Winfrcd St Ijllian Sirgel 
ilohn S'.rvmund 
Mary Sirgmund 



Lewis Sierra 
John Suns 
Stefiien Simdge 
Kenneth Skilling 
Cynthia Smith 
Howard Smith 
Riley Smith 
Vance Smith 
John Smotherman 
James Smtker 
Gerald Solomon 
DaHcen Spahn 
W. & M. Sparks 
Randy & Juhe Spiegel 
Rov Spiewak 
Michelle Staley 
Moms Stanton 
Fred & Unda Starreu 
Nancv- Statuni 
Murray Steinberg 
Robert Stephen 
Joe Stephens 
Henrv Stevenson 
Ronald Stone 
\^vian Stoutimore 
Rosalie Streeu 
Michael Sull 
R. Kirk SutteU 
Mark Sutton 
Kevia Sweenev 
Wilham Sykes 
Glona Smons 
David Tait 
Cecilia Talbot 
YousefTalemah 
Terry Tallant 
Cliarlene TaJuoa 
Sharon Tamrni 
Martin Terry- 
Tony Testa 
William Thele 
Alexander 'Hien 
Carol Thomas 
Danny TTjomas 
James T>iomas 
Bob St Sue nicmpson 
■Antoinette Tiemev 
Ebzabeth Tong 
'William Tolo 
DonTotten 
MarvAnnTrau 
Mike St Paige Truman 
FredTubbs 

^aul St Alice Tuli nowski 
iTiillip Tyson 
J «n Ury 

R 'ndy i Joan \'a ace 

Jo m Vaughan 

Bc.Vinik 

Jo,-."-"etoe 

Darlene Wakor 

Harvey Walden 

Dennnis Walker 

JeffWalker 

Greg Waller 

Leslie Walters 

Herbert Walton 

David St Susan Wanu 

Ed Ward 

Kenneth Ward 

Buzz W'arren 

Haskell Washington 

Aletta Watcrhouse 

Kenneth Watter 

Douglas Weems 

Jim Welch 

Emerson WcUel 

Rob Wharton 

Lester St Roena White 

Brent Whiting 

Clair Wiederholt 

Jack Wiegond 

Ehzabeth Wigps 

Jerry Wiley 

Jodi Williams 

Dave St Ellen Wilbams 

Ken St Kimberiy Williams 

Nancv WiQiams 

Trni Williamson 

BcveilvWiUis 

E WiL^n 

Jackie Wibwn 

L>-nnford WiUon 

Angela Wirth 

Dave tc Judy Wuvman 

Bnan WonsevTr 

I'dul W'nght 

(' Curtis Wmten ' 

l/Y Yarhortiugh 

Suiy Yehl Marta 

Yvonne Young 

Phil Yunger 

Carroll Zahonky 

■IferphZaknewski 

Michael Zeras 

RoU-rt ZpIIpt 

Bill /.urafi 
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Here are Some SPFCIAL ADDITIONS to the 

Children's Rights Council 

1993 

CATALOG OF RESOURCES 

for parents 

and professionals 



The CRC catalog lists more than 60 books, written reports, 
audio-cassettes, model bills, and gifts for children. Members 
can receive additional free copies of the catalog by contact- 
ing CRC. Mon-members can order one for $1. Write: CRC, 
220 r Street, NE, Suite 230, Washington, DC 20002-4362. 



Discount: CRC Members - 10% ea. book 
- 20% other items 

Send all book orders to: 
CRC Books, P.O. Box 5568 
Friendship Station, Wash., DC 20016. 
Add $2 for 1st book, 500 each additional 
book for shipping and handling. 




Some Special Additions and Some Books Currently Listed: 



For The Sake Of The Children, by Kris Kline and Stephen Pew, Ph.D. 
Insights and advice on how parents can cooperate after divorce. BKP-211 - 200 
pg. HB $17.95 Kris Kline is the Florida coordinator for the Children's Rights 
Council. 

The Parental Alienation Syndrome, by Richard A. Gardner, M.D. The PAS 
occurs when one parent denigrates the other parent, and gets the child to join in 
the denigration. Gardner, a national expert on the PAS, describes the disorder 
and recommends treatment. 1992 publishing of this material as a separate book 
for the first time. BKA-803 - 348 pg. HB $30.00 
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Surviving The Breakup, by Joan Berlin Kelly, Ph.D. and Judith S. Waller- 
stein, Ph.D. A longitudinal study of the effects of divorce on children. BKP-210 - 
340pg.SB $14.00 

True And False Allegations Of Child Sexual Abuse, by Richard A. Gardner, 
M.D. Child sexual abuse cases are burgeoning. Gardner provides analysis, evalu- 
ated criteria and recommendations necessary to better differentiate between true 
and false allegations. His proposals could result in better resolution of cases. 
BKA-807 - 748 pg. HB $45.00 



/ Think Divorce Stinks, by Marcia Lebowitz. BKA-104 - 16 pg. SB $4.95 

The Dynamics of Divorce, by Florence W. Kaslow, Ph.D. and Lita Linzer Schwartz, Ph.D. BKP-207 - 329 pg. 
HB $35.00 

Divorce Busting, by Michele Weiner-Davis. BKE-610 - 252 pg. SB $11.00 
Sudden Endings, by Madeline Bennett, BKP-214 - 280 pg. $4.00 

The Joint Custody Handbook - Creating Arrangements That Work, by Miriam Galper Cohen. BKE-610 - 
203 pg. SB $10.95 

Divorce Book For Parents, by Vickj Lansky. BKP-203 - 254 pg. HB $18.95, SB $4.50 

The Handbook of Divorce Mediation, by Lenard Marlow, J.D. and S. Richard Sauber, Ph.D. BKE-604 - 506 
pg. HB $65.00 

The Custody Revolution - The Father Factor And The Motherhood Mystique, by Richard A. Warshak, 

Ph.D. BKE-607 - 272 pg. HB $21.00 
Fathers Rights - The Sourcebook For Dealing With The Child Support System, by Jon Conine. BKF-406 

- 220 pg. HB $17.95 
Mothers Without Custody, by GoefTroy Grief BKE-609 - 290 pg. SB $11.00 
Mom's House, Dad's House, by Isolina Ricci, Ph.D. BKP-202 - 270 pg. SB $8.95 
Long Distance Parenting, by Miriam Galper Cohen. BKP-213 - 193 pg. HB $17.95 
Parent vs. Parent, by Stephen P. Herman, M.D. BKP-209 - 240 pg. HB $20.95 
Don't Blame Me, Daddy, by Dean Tong. BKA-806 - 215 pg. SB $11.95 
Divorce And The Myth Of Lawyers, by Lenard Marlow, J.D. BKE-608 - 175 pg. SB $19.95 
Children Held Hostage, by Stanley S. Clawar, Ph.D. and Bi^nne V. Rivlin, M.S.S. BKE-^06 - 208 pg. SB 

$49.95 
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We are proud of your achievements, CRC! Sign me up and send me the 
benefits listed below. Enclosed is my tax deductible contribution as a: 

; New member, $35 ' Sustaining mi -mber, $60 ■ . Sponsor, $125 

. ., Life member, $500 , Other $ 

1 can't join now, but here is my tax-deductible contribution of $ . 

PLEASE CHECK ALL THAT APPLY. 

. .. AMEX . , MC VISA CC# Exp. date . 

CRC # if renewal or change of address, see CRC number on label. 

Title (Mr., Ms., Dr., Rev., etc.) 



Distributed by: 



Name . 
Suffix 



. (ACSW, MD, etc.) Nickname 



JMust be provided.) 
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Organization (48 Character maximum): 



Delivery Address (48 Character maximum):. 



If you Uve in AL, AK, OA, CO, DE, FL, GA, IN, 
lA, IL, KS. KY, MA, MI. MD, MO, MN, NJ, ^fY, 
OH, PA, TN, TX. VA, VT, we ask that you join 
the CRC chapter in that state (which includes 
membership in CRC National). For address of 
chapter in those states, see elsewhere in this 
newsletter, or write to CRC for information. 
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Fax number Chapter name, if affiliated with CRC 

As a member, please send me Speak Out For Children (CRC's Quarterly Newsletter), Catalog of Resources (in 
which I receive discounts) and the following at NO ADDITIONAL COST: 

• "A Child's Right — 2 Parents," Bumper Sticker. 

• FREE! A $10 VALLTE — A 40-page report, Written Preliiiiinary Proceedings from CRC's 1993 Seventh Annual Conference (sub- 
mitted prior to conference). Includes 18 different rejwrts including Child Sexual Abuse, New Access (Visitation) Research, Working 
with the Media and the Courts, and Grandparents . is Resources for Grandchildren. 

; For my membership of more than $35 or renewal, send me a list of free items I'm entitled to (the liighcr the contributions, tiie more itcm-s that are' free). 
If you lire an individual member of CRC:, your name may be given on occasion to other children's rights organizations, organizations that sup- 
pori ( 'RC, or individuals .seeking a referral for help. If you do not want your name to be given for these purposes, plea,<!e check here ; 

Call (202) 547-6227 to charge your membership to a credit card, or 
send completed form to CRC, 220 "I" Street, NE, Suite 230, Washington, DC 20002-4362. 



Bulk copies of this newsletter are available (20 for $15, 50 for $30, and 100 for $59) for distribution 
to policy-makersv judges, and interested pers^^n your state. Send order to CRC. 



Vol. 9 No. 2 



Spring 1994 



ISSN 1042-3559 



Strengthening Families 



QviT For 



Assisting Children of Separation 
and Divorce 



^4> 



The Quarterly Newsletter of The Children's Rights Council, Inc. 
(also known as The National Council for Children's Rights, Inc.) 
220 "I" Street NE, Suite 230, Washington, DC 20002-4362 'Phone (202) 547-6227 or 1-800-787-KIDS 



IN THIS ISSUE: 

Guidelines 1 

About CRC 2 

Galston & Ross 

Hold Meetings 3 

Dear Abby 4 

Book Reviews 5 

New Spokespei'son 6 

Announcements 6 

Neutral Drop-Offs 7 

Billsv'Resolutions 8 

Child Support Bills.. 10 

CRCsVicw 10 

Insurance/College 
Funds for f'hildren...ll 

FERPA& Research.. 11 

Inside CRC 12 

Court Cases 14 

i'lettcr Data Sought ..15 

■ ^R(' Resjyinds lo 

X:hapter News 16 

•^ew Chaptw l(i 

'^hapters Exist in 20 
^oites 17 



Federal Government Distributes 
CRC Child Support Guideline 



A child suppon guideline prepared by CRC 
that is based on a child having two parents is 
being distributed by the federal government 
this Spring to state legislatures and policy- 
makers across the counti-y. 

This marks the first time that the federal 
government has ever distributed a guideline 
that takes into account the direct expendi- 
tures on a child by the non-custodial parent. 

The guideline is included as Chapter 11 in 
a book entitled "Child Support Guidelines: 
The Next (JenerKtion". The book is being pub- 
lished by the Office of Child Support 
Enforcement of the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services (HHS). 

The book was compiled and edited by 
Margaret Campbell Haynes of the American 
Bar Association's Center on Children and the 
Law. 

"CRCs aim is to get this guideline adopted 
by states around the country,"" said CRC 
President David L. Levy. "Having it published 
in a federal government publication is the first 
step towards that goal."" 

CRC had been preparing an alternative 
guideline for two years, but the impetus for 
completing the guideline came with the invi- 
tation to CRC to contribute to the government 
publication. 

The guideline was completed by Don 
Bieniewicz, an economist and CRC member, 
in consultation with Laurie Casey. David K. 
Oarrod, Ph.D., Roger F. (iay, Anna D. Keller, 




Bieniewicz 



and John E. Siegmund, Esquire. 

Casey from New York, and 
Siegmund from Washington, 
DC, are CRC Senior Policy 
Analysts. Gay from Texas is a 
researcher on child support 
issues, Garrod from Indiana is a 
child support analyst, and 
Keller is a CRC vicepresident. 
The footnote to the article says, in part, 
"Mr. Bieniewicz is on the economics statTof the 
Office of Policy Analysis, U.S. Department of 
the Interior. This guideline does not reflect 
government policy. Rather, it was devel- 
oped. ..as part of volunteer work done for the 
Children's Rights Council (CRC). The CRC is a 
national organization focusing on preserving 
children's rights to a relationship with both 
pare!its and extended family, regardless of the 
parents' marital situation." 

Direct Parenting Considered 

The prefix ce to the book says, "In chapter 11, 
Don Bieniewicz presents a model child support 
guideline that he developed, in consultation 
with others, on behalf of the Children's Rights 
Council. CRC designed the guideline to better 
recognize the costs of direct parenting by both 
parents." 



Continued on page 4 
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About CRC 



Speak Oui For Children is pub- 
lished by the Children's Rignts Council, 
Inc. Editors: David L, Levy, Elliott H. 
Diamond. 

Contributors to this issue: Paul 
Robinson. Kenneth Skilling, Stuart 
Miller, Sonny Burmeister, 1993 col- 



lege student legislative interns: 
Kristen Adams (University of 
Vermont), Rachel Casto (West 
Virginia Wesleyan), Victoria Gray 
(University of Alabama), Rita Hill 
(Smith College), and Brenda Saldeen 
(Notre Dame), 



CRC is a member (Number 1513) of 




CHILDREN'S 
CHARITIES 
of AMERICA 



The Children's Rights Council 
(CRC) is a nationwide, non-profit 
IRS 501(0(3) children's rights orga- 
nization based in Washington, D.C. 

CRC favors family formation and 
family preservation, but if families 
break up, or are never formed, we 
work to assure a child the frequent 
and continuing contact with two par- 
ents and extended family the child 
would normally have during a mar- 
riage. Our motto is "The Best Parent 
is Both Parents." 

For the child's benefit, CRC seeks 
to demilitarize divorce between par- 
ents who are involved in marital dis- 

OFFICERS; 

David L. Levy, E.sq. Pru.-iidont 
Anna Keller. Vice Presidont 
John L. Bauserman. V'l'Trea.-iurcr 
Elien Dublin Levy. Sucietarx 

HONORARY PRESIDENT: 
David Brenner. Entcrtiiint'i' 
New York. New York 

GENERAL COUNSEL: 
Michael L. Oddenino 

Arcadia. California 

DIR. OF INFORMATION SERVICES: 
Ed Mudrak 

DIRECTOR OF PUBLICATIONS: 
Deanne Mcchling 

SPOKESPERSON: 

Doug Supernaw. Country .Music Siiificr 

ADVISORY PANEL: 
Rabbi Mendel Abram.s. I). .Min. 
I'dritior President. Hoard of Raliliis 
ofCiroatcr Washington. DC 

David Birney, Actor 
Santa .Monica. California 

Sum Brunelli. Kxccutivo Director 
American Legislative Kxchange Council 
Wasliintrtmi. DC 

Jim Cook. President 
■loint Custody Association 
Los .Anneles. California 



putes, substituting conciliation and 
mediation for the adversarial 
approach, and providing fair financial 
child support. We also favor school- 
based progr ams for children at risk. 

Formed in 1985 by concerned par- 
ents v,ho have more than 40 years col- 
lective experience in divorce reform 
and early childhood education, CRC 
has chapters in 26 states and three 
national affiliate organizations: 
Grandparents United for Children's 
Rights (GUCR), Mothers Without 
Custody (MW/OC), and the Stepfamily 
Association of America (SAA). 

Prominent professionals in the 

"Dear Abby" 
(Abigail Van Buren) 

Los Angc'le.s, California 

Honorable Dennis DeConcini 

I .S. StMiaior. Arizona 

Karen DeCrow 

Former President of X.O.W. 
Jamesville. New York 

Elliott H. Diamond 

Co-Kounder, CHC 
Rt'ston. \'irpinia 

Ethel Dunn, Executive Director 
(Jrandparents United for Children s Rights 
Madijicn. Wi.sconsin 

Phyllis Diller, Comedienne 
Los Angeles. California 

Meyer Elkin. Co-Founder 

Association of Family & Conciliation Courts 

Heverly Hills. California 

Warren Farrell, Ph.D.. .Author. 
Koi nier Member of the Hoard of 
Directors New York City N.O.W. 
Leucadia. California 

Larry (iaughan. Law Professor. 
Professional Director. Family Mediation 
of'Cireatcr Washington. DC 

Jonathan M. (Joodson, President 
Mark (lood.son Productions 
l,os .\ngeles. California 



fields of religion, law, social work, 
psychology, child care, education, 
business and government comprise 
our Advnsory Panel. 

For further information about 
membership, publications, cassettes, 
catalog and services, write: CRC, 
220 "I" Street, N.E., Washington, 
D.C, 20002, or call (202) 547-6227. 
Our fax number is (202) 546-4CRC 
(4272). 

Speak Out for Children is pub- 
lished four times a year and is sent 
free to members. Send letters, com- 
ments, and articles for publication to 
Editor, CRC. 

Ronald T. Haskins. Ph.D. Associate 
Director. Bush In.stitute for Child and 
Family Policy. U of NC. Chapel Hill 1 1978-851 

Jennifer Isham. President 
Mothers Without Custody iMW.'OCi 
Crystal Lake. Illinois 

Joan Berlin Kelly. Ph.D. 
Executive Director 

Northern California Mediation Center 

Elisabeth Kubler-Ross, M.D. 

.\uthor. Psychiatrist 
Head Waters. Virginia 

Vicki Lansky. Author Columnist 
Deephavcn. Minnesota 

James Levine. The Fatherhood Project 
The Bank Street College of Education 
New York. New York 

Dr. Carl H. Mau, Jr. 

(ieneral Secretary ( 1974-8.") i 
Lutheran World Federation 
(Geneva. Switzerland 

John Money. Ph.D.. Professor of 
Medical P.sycholngy and Pediatrics 
•Johns Hopkins University and Hospital 
Ikiltiniore. Maryland 

Kevin Ricker. President 
Stepfamily Association of America 
Lincoln. Nebraska 

Debbie Stabenow 

State Senate. Michigan 
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Galston and Ross Hold Meetings with Activists 



Clinton Administration officials 
are continuing to hold wide-ranging 
meetings with advocates who favor a 
child's right to two parents. 

White House Assistant Domestic 
Policy Advisor Bill Galston has held 
at least 5 meetings with such advo- 
cates over the past several months. 

One of those meetings, organized 
by New York dentist Steve Lamberg 
in December, included CRC officials, 
writers, researchers (John 
Guidubaldi, Ph.D., Henry Biller, 
Ph.D., Richard Warshak, Ph.D.), and 
Karen DeCrow, a former N.O.W 
president (See remarks by De Crow 
below). 

DeCrow told 



Galston that the 
government does 
women "no favor" by 
giving them sole cus- 
tody of children in 
of custody cases 
nation\vide (Census 




Bureau figures). Galston 

During the 2-hour, wide-ranging 
meeting, Galston noted that a senior 
Capitol Hill staffer had asked him 
why he was meeting with advocates 
of a child's right to two parents. 

Galston indicated he was 
astounded by the question. He 
thought for a moment, and said 
"Because my heart goes out to 
them." 

Galston said that now it was the 
Capitol Hill staffer's turn to be 
astounded. 

"What this means politically in 
nuance-filled Washington is that if 
advocates for a child's right to two 
parents are welcome at the White 
House, they should be equally wel- 
come in Congress," said CRC 
President David L. Levy. "Politics 
operates by perception, and a per- 
ception of power counts as much as 
power itself" 

Before he came to the White 
House, Galston worked for the 
Progressive Policy Institute (PPI>, a 
Washington think tank linked to 
President Clinton. 



Galston had co-authored (with 
Elaine Kamarck) an article for PPI 
that the Democratic Party's empha- 
sis on the single-parent family had 
led Democrats into "a series of policy 
cul-de-sacs." 

The authors recommended more 
emphasis on the two-parent family. 

More meetings with Dr. Galston 
are expected. 

DeCrow's Views 

Karen DeCrow, HP9''H||^I 

who was president HT^ ^^^^B 
of the National ^P^^i^^^^ 

Organization for Ka[3||j^^H 
Women (N.O.W.) V^^^V 
from 1964 to 1967, 
wTOte in a Syracuse ^^^Ij^^^^' 
(NY) New Times j^Hr 
column on January DeCrow 
5, 1994 about the meeting she 
attended with Galston in December, 
1993. DeCrow wrote, in part: 

"Putting aside the foolish ego 
gratification of being invited (to the 
White House), I was pleased to pre- 
sent my long-held ideas on the sub- 
ject of equal parenting. If we are to 
end the battle between the sexes — in 
a manner which will ensure fairness, 
decency and civility — we must 
address the issue of shared parent- 
ing. Of all the areas of life which 
cause strife between women and 
men, this one is the most con- 
tentious.... 

"If there is a divorce in the family, 
I urge a presumption of joint custody 
of the children. Whereas it is impos- 
sible to change thousands of years of 
sex-role stereotyping through legis- 
lation, we can hope, in an existential 
fashion, that attitudes can be 
changed through education and the 
passage of laws. 

"The Clinton administration has 
been dedicated to gender equality 
from the first moments of the cam- 
paign. Part of ending sexism 
involves eliminating the inhuman 
practice of awarding a parent 'visita- 
tion' to his or her own child. 



"Shared parenting is not only fair 
to men and to children, it is the best 
option for women. After observing 
women's rights and responsibilities 
for more than a quarter-century of 
feminist activism, I conclude that 
shared parenting is gi'oat for women, 
giving time and opportunity for 
female parents to pursue education, 
training, jobs, careers, professions 
and leisure. 

"There is nothing scientific, logical 
or rational to excluding the men, and 
forever holding the women and chil- 
dren, as if in swaddling clothes 
themselves, in eternal loving 
bondage. Most of us have acknowl- 
edged that women can do everything 
that man can do. It is now time to 
acknowledge that men can do everj'- 
thing women can do." 

David Gray Ross, the new director 
of the Office of Child Support 
Enforcement (OCSE) has also held 
meetings with child and family advo- 
cates, as has David EUwood, director 
of policy and planning at the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human 
Sei-vices (HHS), and other high-level 
political officials. 

Meetings Arranged by 
Harrington 

Some of the meetings with 
Galston and Ross have been orga- 
nized by Bill Harrington, head of the 
American Fathers Coalition, an 
organization he and others formed 
last year. Harrington, who lives in 
Takoma, Washington, has fiov/n to 
Washington several times since last 
Fall for meetings at the WTiite House 
and on Capitol Hill. 

The American Fathers Coalition is 
sponsoring a Fathers Day Rally 
Saturday, June 18, 12 noon, at the 
Washington Monument, Washington, 
D.C, For infomiation, write to: hVC, 
2(XX) PenasyK-ania Avenue, N.W., Suite 
148, Washington, D.C. 20006 cr phone 
( 202 ) 255-2428 fax ( 703 ) 255-2454. 

Continued on page 6 
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Guideline 

Continued from page 1 

The aescription provided by CRC 
in Chapter 11 says: 

The guideline is more accurate in 
that it makes gi'eater use of actual 
data on the cost of providing for chil- 
dren. It utilizes the actual amount 
paid by the parents for certain cate- 
gories of cost, such as the children's 
medical insurance. It relies on esti- 
mates of the marginal (incremental) 
cost of children in single-parent 
households i the situation that exists 
post-separation or where the parents 
never married ) for other discrete cost 
categories, such as 'housing' and 
'food'. 

■'The guideline is structured to be 
rebuttable when appropriate... 

'The guideline acknowledges and 
credits the cost of direct parenting by 
both parents. Most guidelines ignore 
the direct costs of the children to the 
noncustodial parent. Recognizing 
such costs is more equitable and will 
encourage important direct parent- 
ing by the noncustodial parent. 

"The guideline eliminates the 'cliff 
effect' of guidelines that inappropri- 
ately assume no cost of the children 
to the noncustodial parent below 
some fixed number of days of care for 
the children. It does this by identify- 
ing certain "fixed costs" to the non- 
custodial parent, such as medical 
insurance and housing, that are con- 
stant year-round, and other 
'shiftable costs,' such as food, that 
shift smoothly and continuously to 
the noncustodian as the amount of 
time the noncustodian spends caring 
for the children increases from 0 to 
365 days per year. 

"The guideline better maintains 
work incentives. For example, 
income from work by each parent 
beyond some set number of hoi rs 
per week, e.g., 50 hours, is not count- 
ed for the purpose of calculation of 
child support. 

"The guideline does not specifical- 
ly addres.'^ second families. The CRC 
view is that multiple approaches are 
possible, provided that the objective 
is to strike a balance such that each 
and everylhild of a parent is treated 



as having an equal call on the 
resources of that parent. 

"This CRC guideline is more 
detailed than some existing guide- 
lines, in particular, those that simply 
award a fixed percentage of the non- 
custodial parent's gross income. This 
is because the CRC views simple 
percent-of-gross-income guidelines 
as having too many liabilities to be 
acceptable. Such guidelines fail to 
consider, respect, and encourage par- 
enting by the noncustodial parent. 

"Also, they are too crude — at high 
incomes generating support awards 
that are well beyond the reasonable 
needs of the children, and at low 
incomes possibly yielding support 
awards that fail to meet children's 
basic needs. They can also generate 
awards that are unpayable because 
they exceed net income, which is 
why percent-of-gross-income is not 
used as the method for federal taxa- 
tion". 

Officials Extend Invitation 

The Office of Child Support 
Enforcement (OCSE) invited CRC to 
submit the guideline for the federal 
publication. 

Officials at OCSE administer the 
access/visitation demonstration 
grants that were awarded to states 
under the 1988 Family Support Act. 
CRC helped get Congress to fund the 
access grants in Section 504 of the 
1988 Family Support Act. 

"HHS has come to see that the 
access demonstration grants, partic- 
ularly the one administered by Dick 
Woods in Iowa, are reasonable and 
necessary," said Levy. "Federal offi- 
cials, and Bob Williams and Jessica 
Peart:on, the independent evaluators 
of the grants, have come to see a 
child's right to two parents, and 
those who work for it, in a more posi- 
tive light. One step leads to another. 
Networking and working within the 
system has again produced results." 

Ron Henry, Esquire, the 
Washington lawyer v/ho does pro 
bono work on behalf of child advo- 
cates, said, "Now that the govern- 
ment is publishing the CRC model 
guideline, activists in <,he states 



should get a copy, and work to get 
that guideline implemented in their 
states, in lieu of the guidelines now 
being followed." 

People interested in obtaining a 
copy of the publication should phone 
(202) 401-9383, which is the Office of 
Child Support Enforcement's Child 
Support Reference Center, located at 
370 L'Enfant Promenade SW, 
Washington, DC 20447. There is no 
charge for the publication, as long as 
supplies last. 

Copies of the guideline itself as 
published by the government are 
available from CRC for $5.00 for 
CRC members, and $10.00 for non- 
members, including shipping and 
handling. 

"DearAbby" 
Mentions CRC 

"Dear Abby" mentioned CRC in 
her nationwide column January 4, 
1994. Here is the portion of the col- 
umn: 

DEAR ABBY: We are always reading 
about unwed mothers who give up their 
children for adoption. What about the 
fathers of these children? Ha\'e they no 
rights? 

I am the father of a baby boy bom out 
of wedlock. I would have given my right 
aiTti to have raised that child, but had no 
say in the matter: he was given to 
strangers who adopted him. 

I went to court over this — and lost. 
Wc hear so much about "women's 
rights": what about men's rights? The 
system stinks, — DISGUSTED IN 
TEXAS 

DEAR DISGUSTED: The "stinking" 
system has been deodorized. Some 
fathers have sued for custody of their 
children — and won. There arc now 
organizations that promote a child's 
right to have both a mother and a father. 
The one with which I am the most famil- 
iar is the Childi-en's Rights Council. 220 
Eye St. N.E.. Suite 230. Washington. 
D.C. 20002-4362. The council recently 
published a book titled "The Best Parent 
Is Both Parents: A (luide to Shared 
Parenting in the 21st Century." edited by 
David U'vy. The price is $9.95. 
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Book Reviews 



By CRC Staff 

Families A*P*A*R*T: Ten Keys to 
Successful Co-Parenting, by Melinda 
Blau. G. P. Putnam's Sons, 350 pages, 
$22.95. 

fill 

K'F.VSTO 
SUCCFSSFL'l. 
CO-K\RtNTlN'G 

Mi l \S\1\ HI U 

APART 

This excellent book relates the 
ways in which Melinda Blau and her 
ex-husband manag d to establish 
their own "Family Apart". But the 
book doesn't stop there. It shows 
how many other successful co-par- 
ents "make it work," and synthesizes 
the best ad\nce of mental health pro- 
fessionals around the country. 

The book describes what tasks are 
necessar\' to move your family from 
one phase of separation and divorce 
to the next, through all the events 
that continue to bring you together 
in your children's lives — long after 
your legal divorce. 

The Ten "Keys", each one of which 
is built around a chapter in the book, 
are: Heal Yourself Ailer Divoire, Act 
Maturely, Listen to Your Children, 
Respect Each Other as Parents, 
Dixide Parenting Time, Accept Each 
Other's Differences, Communicate 
about (and with) the Children, Step 
Outside Traditional Gender Roles, 
Anticipate and Accept Change, and 
Know That Co-Parenting is Forever. 

Those keys, with a sentence or 
two describing them, .should be on 
the wall of every divorce court, or 
handed out to eveiy divorcing couple 
with children. 

Of course, it's easy to say those 10 
Keys, but another for a parent to 
carry them out while going through 
the bitterness and anger of a divorce. 
Who can act tnatui'ely when caught 
up in a court battle over their chil- 



dren? Or respect someone as a par- 
ent while they are bitter or angry 
over the break-up of the marriage? 

"Although many parents in the 
afleiTnath of divorce sutTer from tem- 
porai7 insanity," Blau writes, "many 
of us manage to get past it, or, at 
least, to act as if we had — for the 
sake of the children. And then we 
get down to the business of being 
parents again, with the vei"y person 
that we once thought we would (par- 
don the pun) "ex" out of our lives." 

Good observation; and Blau backs 
it up with an understanding of 
research data, which is another rea- 
son why this book will be useful to 
both parents and professionals who 
guide parents through the thickets of 
divorce. 

Blau, a 1989 "Best in Media" 
award winner from CRC for an arti- 
cle in New York Magazine on family 
therapy, called "In It Together", con- 
tinues to instruct with this powerful 
book. 



Questions from Dad: A Very Cool 
Way to Communicate with Kids, by 
Dwight Twilley. Charles E. Tuttle 
Company, 192 pages, $16.95. 




The first thing that impresses you 
about this book is the cover: an 
almost Michelangelo-like grasping of 
hands between father and child (it 
could be a boy or a girl. Dwight's 
only child is daughter Dionne). And 
the second thing is the inside of the 
hook, with delightful drawing.s (by 
Dwight and Dionne) that fairly leap 
out at vou from uncrowded pages 
with clear type that wraps around 
the illustrations. 



And all this before you even get to 
the marvelous instructive material 
of the book! The "Questions" were 
part of letters Dwight has wintten to 
his daughter, mostly discussing fun 
things, but inserting serious topics 
here and there, in a non-threatening 
way. 

Dionne, in turn, was encouraged 
to write letters to her dad. Their 
closeness and communication grew, 
while Dwight, a pop singer and 
recording artist, was on the road, fol- 
lovring a divorce from Dionne's mom. 
Best known for his hits "I'm on Fire" 
and "Girls", Dwight has released 
numerous albums on the Shelter, 
Arista, EMI and DCC record labels. 
The entertaining text was concisely 
edited by producer Joe Klein. 

" 'Questions from Dad' vnW act as 
a key to the wonders of childhood — it 
will be a touching journey for both of 
you," writes well-known psychother- 
apist Susan Forward, Ph.D., in the 
book's introduction. 

And it's not just for dad's. "What a 
wonderful idea — excellent for gi-and- 
parents separated from their beloved 
grandchildren!" says Ethel Dunn, 
Director, Grandparents United for 
Children's Rights, in a blurb on the 
jacket cover. 

And from Charles A. Ballard, 
Founder of the National Institute for 
Responsible Fatherhood & Family 
Development Center, Cleveland, Ohio: 
"Perhaps the greatest endorsement 
(for this book) comes from my six year 
old daughter, who often climbs up in 
my lap and asks me to read Mr. 
Twille^s questionnaires to her." 

And from Jennifer Isham, presi- 
dent of Mothers Without Custody: 
"An innovative approach to encour- 
aging a long-distance parent-child 
relationship." 

Yes, this book offers a fun way to 
communicate with your child, 
whether the child lives with you or is 
long-distance. A fine book to dip into 
whenever the mood strikes. 
'Both of tin- ahofc boohs may be ordered 
from CRC. Add $:}.()() for S/H for one 
booh, .50 rents each additionol book). 
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Supernaw Accepts 
As A Spokesperson 
for CRC 



Country music 
performer Doug 
Supernaw, whose 
single recording 

and video tape Supernaw 

entitled "I Don't Call Him Daddy" 
has received national airplay, has 
accepted the role of a national 
spokesperson for CRC. 

Supernaw. nominated as New 
Male Aitist of the Year and for Song 
of the Year by the Academy of 
Counti-y Music, and video of the year 
by Music City News, performed at 
CRC's Conference in April. 

Supernaw, who wrote "I Don't Call 
Him Daddy" during a period of sepa- 
ration from his wife, said one couple 
told him they pulled their mairiage 
back togetiier because the video made 
them think about what the breakup 
could mean. Supernaw and his wife 
have four children. 

Roger Doei-en, CRC coordinatoi- in 
Kansas/Missouri, first approached 
Supernaw, asking for permission to 
air the "I Don't Call Him Daddy" \ndeo 
prior to a free screening of the "Mrs. 
Doubtfire" mo\ae in Kansas City. 

Supernaw says of CRC, "The gi'oup 
doe.'^n't say that mothers are right all 
the time, or that fathers are right all 
the time. What they believe is that, 
for children to be happy, adults have 
to share the responsibility for custody 
and visitation. It's like the song says, 
"God bless the little hearts, they're 
the ones that really pay, when Mom 
and Dad can't get along and they go 
their separate ways.' Now, I don't 
claim to be a child expeil. Far from it. 
But I di) feel it's a real pri\ilege to use 
my success to help people sit up and 
take notice about an issue that's so 
important. " 

"We welcome Doug Hupeinaw to 
the cause of childi'en's i-ights and 
CRCr said ("RC President David I.. 
Levy. "And we thank Rogei- Doeren 
for his effoits." 



Galston & Ross 

Continued from page 3 



Ross supports "Two Parents and 
Four Grandparents" for Kids 

In a separate development, Daxid Gray Ross, on Januaiy 24, 
1994. his first day as head of the Office of Child Support 
Enforcement at HHS. uToLe a letter to the 40,000 employees of the 
Office acn)ss the countiy. Ross's lettei' is as follows: 
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David Gray Ross 



.)EPAR^^^E^TO^ he mth mr man >,er\ it es 



.\*»h.rLCion DC 2C*4? 



:;ear Fellcw Employees cf the 
Office c: CMld Sjpport Enforcement 

On this, T.y first cfficial day m otfice. I wanted to write 
and tell you how excited I am aoout vortcinq with you in the area 
of child support enforcement. On February 18, 1965, : joined the 
Office of the corporation counsel in the District of Columbia and 
was assigned to the Reciprocal Enforcement of Support Unit. I 
have oeen deeply involved in the area of family law ever since. 
To be given the opportunity to administer and guide the national 
cnild support effort is a real challenge and privilege. 

As we begin our now adventure together, please be assured 
that I value your experience, your Knowledge, and your 
commitment. At the sane time, you will be pleased to Know that 
this Adair.istration is conoitted to trying ndw ways. Sometimes 
we allow ourselves to taKe the easy route since it has proven 
successful in the past. I encourage you to thinK about "new 
ways" of doing things and sharing your thoughts with others. As 
the budget dollar shrinKs. we nust invent new methods of 
providing improved service. 

Regarding our mission, r.y personal theme as a family court 
^udqe these many years has teen "children first". Obviously, 3ur 
nandated nission is to "collect cnild support". But I want it to 
ce more than that. The aa^udication of paternity and the 
imposition and collection of child support gives both parents the 
opportunity to be involved m the lives of their children. 
Children need and deserve two parents, four grandparents, and 
extended families. From close observation these past twenty- 
eight years. I am convinced that "where the pocKetbooK is, there 
the heart shall be also". To that end. everything we do ir.ust be 
done in the interest of our children. 

In closing, permit rie to say "thanK you" to Bob Harris who 
has served as the Acting Deputy Director for these nany r.onths. 
I looK forward tc his continued counsel. 

LooKinq forward to worKing with you cn benalf ot tr.e 
cnildren of A.'3eri::a m the days anead. I remain, 

Respectfully, 

David Gray Ross 
Deputy Director 

(*K(' Noll-: Tlu> hoMti tjftlio Cliild Support OfTlcc ist-allod the "Deputy Director.' 



Announcements 



National Coalition of 
Grandparents 

Ilii' N;ili()n;\l Coiililion of Giandpan'nl.s. Inc.. 
will mii't on Solomons I.-ilfincl. Maryland. .May 
U)-2'2. Kor infomiiilion. conUict F-thol IXmn. i:S7 
Larkm Strcot. .\Iadi.-ion. WI W.\H\^. KiOHi 2;iK. 
HTf)!. 

The Stepfamily Association 
of America 

llic .Stcpfiiniilv /VwK'iation of America will hoUi 
!!.'< annual cdnfcii'iuf at [?allys in I/;\s Vcf^as .Inl> 
17-20. UIJM. Kc^'istralion is $10,") for tlu" first 
adult. $9.') lin- the .sifond adult, and $.")() (iir eacli 



child. Add $15 for each adult non-mcmlxT and 
.¥10 for each child of ncn-niemlxM-s. Call l-(800i 
7:i5-(),'!29 for additional information. 

National Congress for 
Men and Children (NCMC) 

TIh" National Conp-oss for Men and C'hildittn 
will hold it.s annual confeR'nco August 2.5-28 at 
the Bradley Sheraton Hotel at the liradley 
Airport, in Windsor Lock.s. ("T. Speakers will 
include Wanen KaiTcll. the author of the lxx)k 
entitled ''ITie M^1h of Male Power." For informa- 
tion, call NCMr at l-H(K).7.i:)-l)AI)S or contact 
( leoi-gi' Kel ly . I 1 1 ;i ) 7,'«i-r)(i97 . 
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Neutral Drop-Offs 
May Become 
"Neutral" 

A proposed amendment to the 
Wellstone/Sabo bill has been devel- 
oped by a coalition or child advocacy 
organizations, including the 
Children's Rights Council, the 
Children's Rights Coalition (head- 
quartered in Austin, Texas), and the 
Supervised Visitation Network, an 
organization representing 80 visita- 
tion centers around the country. 

The proposed amendment, which 
would permit organizations other 
than domestic violence shelters to 
administer superxased visitation and 
neutral drop-off and pick-up for chil- 
dren, is being considered by a House 
subcommittee headed by Congress- 
man Major Owens (D-NY). 

Senate- Paul Wellstone (D-MN) 
sponsored a bill that would have 
authorized $15 million over three 
years only to domestic violence shel- 
ters to administer neutral drop-off 
and pick-up of children and super- 
vised visitation. 

A bill with the same provisions 
was introduced in the House of 
Representatives by Rep. Martin 
Sabo(D-WI). 

Child activists in 
Washington worked 
closely with Robert f 
Straus, a psycholo- 
gist and lawyer in 
Massachusetts, 
who is the director 
of the Supervised 
Visitation Network, Sabo 
to develop the amendment 

Initially, the Washington activists 
and the Network were working on 
parallel tracks on Capitol Hill, 
unaware of each other's efforts to 
convince members of Congress on 
the need to amend the bill. 

Finally, however, they became 
aware of each other's similar inter- 
ests, and joined forces. "Joining 
forces increases the chance that the 
amendment to the Wellstone/Sabo 
bill will be adopted," said CRC 




President David L. Levy. 

The crime bill passed by the Senate 
last November included the Wellstone 
pro\nsion, which authorized grants of 
up to $30 million to domestic violence 
shelters to administer supervised visi- 
tation and neutral drop-off and pick- 
up centers for children. 

The Wellstone provision was sub- 
ject to a hearing before Sen. Chris 
Dodd's Subcommittee on Children, 
Family, Drugs and Alcoholism on 
October 28, and tacked onto the 
crime bill 11 days later (see 
Congressional Record, Monday, 
November 8, 1993, page S15242). 

At the hearing, Dodd said that 
non-custodial fathers were not the 
only ones responsible for visitation 
problems, and that there was more 
to \dsitation problems than domestic 
violence, but his words were not 
reported in most media stories of the 
hearing, and were not reflected in 
the legislation. 

The media reported that Sheila 
Wellstone, the senator's wife, was 
the catalyst behind the bill. CRC and 
Dick Woods, administrator of a 
$300,000 federal access grant, part 
of which is being spent to identify 
and diagnose visitation problems, 
were not allowed to testify at the 
hearing, but they issued a statement 
at the hearing. The statement said 
that domestic violence shelters have 
little or no experience in supervised 
visitation or neutral drop-offs, and 
that schools, day care centers or peo- 
ple's homes would be more "neutral" 
places for children involved in such 
programs than sites selected by 
domestic violence shelters. 

Funding Proposed for 
Groups 

The statement urged that the 
many divorced parents' support 
groups across the counti^y with expe- 
rience in cither supemsed visitation 
or neutral drop-off or pick-up be eli- 
gible for funds for this pui-pose. 

In the 1988 Family Support Act, 
Congress authorized $2 million for 
access/visitation demonstration 
grants. 

The state programs which 
received this funding, and which 



have developed experience at han- 
dling neutral drop-off and pick-up of 
children would not be allowed to 
qualify for the funding unless the 
Wellstone/Sabo proposal is amended. 

Write to your Senator or House 
member, urging adoption of the 
amendment by child activists to the 
Wellstone/Sabo bill. It is important 
that you send a copy of your letter to 
CRC, so that we can emphasize your 
support when we visit offices on 
Capitol Hill. 

Write to members of Congress as 
follows: 

Representative — 

U.S. House of Representatives 

Washington, D.C. 20515 

Senator — 

U.S. Senate 

Washington, D.C. 20510 

Say that if the bill goes to confer- 
ence committee, with a provision for 
funding to include groups with expe- 
rience in handling supemsed visita- 
tion, and neutral drop-off and pick- 
up points, you want your Senator 
and Representative to support the 
broader funding. 



IT LOOKS LIKE ANOTHER 
CREDIT CARD TO YOU, BUT 
ITS A DONATION FOR US 




Every time you use your CRC card, the 
CRC receives a contribution at no extra 
cost to you. In addition, here are some of 
the valuable benefits you will enjoy: 

• A special 15.9% variable Annual Per- 
centage Rate (APR).t 

• Issued free of an annual fee the first 
year, and just $40 for the Visa® Gold 
card and $20 for the Visa®) Classic 
card each year thereafter. 

APPLY 1-800-847-7378, ext. 400 

TODAY! 

Please be sure to use ttnis priority code wtnen 
calling: LYRF 

tTfaiisaction (ee lor bank and ATM cash advances ol 
each cash advance S2 minimum SPb Maximum MBNA 
Amottcat*-^ IS a (ederally reqislered Sfvicn Mark ol MBNA 
America Bank N A Viso'% is a Icrtprally rogislercd Snrvicp 
Mark ol Visa USA Inc used pursu."int to license 
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Bills and Resolutions in Congress 



We are including important bills 
and resolutions in Congress affecting 
families. A bill, unlike a resolution, 
requires a state or person to do 
something; a resolution expresses 
the wishes of Congress, but does not 
require action. H. or H.R. refers to 
the House of Representatives; S. 
refers to the Senate. The phone 
number of the committee handling 
the bill is provided below; you may- 
call to check on the status of legisla- 
tion, or to express your views. It is 
even more important to let your own 
Representative and Senators know 
your views. The capitol switchboard, 
which can connect you with the 
offices of all members of Congress 
and committees, is (202) CA4-3121 
(224-3121). This is a 24-hour switch- 
board, that can provide you night 
and day with names, addresses and 
direct phone numbers of all mem- 
bers of Congress, and even some- 
time.s names of staft' night and day. 
During normal business hours on 
weekdays, the switchboard can con- 
nect you with any Congressional 
office on Capitol Hill. You may also 
wish to contact the 
Congressmembers' local branch 
office in your district for information. 

For the first time, we are report- 
ing on the bills by subject matter; we 
thank Paul Robinson for the sugges- 
tion to categorize the bills this way 
for ease of reference. (CRC's com- 
ments are in parenthe.^es below). 

As part of the Clinton Administra- 
tion budget bill, passed by a narrow 
margin in August, Congress 
approved a child support provision 
that sets up a hospital-based pro- 
gram for the voluntary' acknowledge- 
ment of paternity during a period 
immediately preceding or following 
the birth of a child. 

Although CRC favors paternity 
establishment, whether or not a gen- 
der-based custody sy.^tcm is created 
will depend on the forms adopted by 
the U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services (HHS). Laurie 
Oasey, CRC scMiior policy analyst, 
has developed gender-balanced 



forms. Obtain a copy from Laurie at 
P.O. Box 81, Moriah Center, NY 
12961, phone (518) 942-3366. Send 
$5 for postage and handling. Then 
send the forms with a cover letter 
urging their adoption to David Gray 
Ross, Director, Office of Child 
Support Enforcement, HHS, 370 
L'Enfant Promenade, Washington, 
D.C. 20201. 

Financial Child Support 

S. 689. the comprehensive "Bradley bill" 
I named for its primary sponsor. Sen. Bill 
Bradley. D-NJl, which would require the states 
to revoke professional, business, and drivers 
licenses of parents who owe support, referred to 
Senate Finance Committee ( 202 1 224-4515. 

See also H.R. 1600. sponsored by Rep. 
Mai^ge Roukema (R-NJi. 'referred to Consumer 
Credit and Insurance Subcommittee of House 
.Judiciaiy Committee i202) 225-8872 (see stors' 
el.-icwhere in this newsletter). 

S. 922 would authorize only the state 
where the child is living to modify a child sup- 
port, order. Introduced by Sen. Carol Moseley- 
Braun iD-ILi. referred to Subcommittee on 
Juvenile Justice of House Judiciary 
Committee (202 1 224-493U. A similar bill. S. 
5;)2. has been introduced by Sen. Pete 
Domenici iR-NMi. and referred to the same 
.-iiibcomniitlce. 

S. 967. to provide for the Internal Revenue 
Service to collect financial child support. 
Introduced by Sen. Richard Shelby (D-ALi. 
Referred to Senate Kinance Committee (202i 
224-4515. 

H.R. 454. which affects jurisdiction for 
child support cases, passed by the House, 
being ronsidei^ed by the Senate. r)i.scu.s.scd in 
Suminer/p^ill 1993 "Speak Out for Children." 

H.R. 555. to ensure that any overdue child 
support obligations are i^eported to consumer 
credit agencies. Sponsored by Rep. Lynn 
Woolsey iD-C^Ai. 

H.R. 619. to amend the Fair Credit 
Heporting Act to assure the completeness and 
accuracy of consumer information maintained 
by credit reporting agencies, by including 
debts owed in the form of unpaid child sup- 
iwrt by non-custodial parents. Introduced by 
Kep. Mi'Candless (R-CAi, refem d to subcom- 
mittee on Consumer Credit Service of 
Committee on Hanking. Finance and Urban 
Affairs! 202 1 225-HS72. 

H.R. 915. would, in regard to child sup- 
port, deny business and professional licenses 
to obligors, provide for credit bureim report- 
ing. Introduced by Kep. Patricia Schmeder ( I)- 
CO. I. referred to Subcommittee on Economic 
iind Commercial Law of House .Judiciary 
Committee (202 i 225-8951. (See H. Res. 23 
below I 




H.R. 1961, similar to the Bradley bill to 
revoke occupational, professional and busi- 
ness licenses, and revoke drivers' licenses for 
those who owe child support; would authorize 
the IRS to collect child support. The bill would 
also establish a National Child Support 
Guidelines Commission; and provide for inter- 
national child support enforcement. 
Introduced by Rep. Barbara Kennelly (D-CTl. 
referred to Committees on Ways and Means, 
the Judiciary. Natural Resources, Banking, 
Finance and Urban Affairs. Armed Services. 
Foreign Affairs, Post Office and Ci\il Service, 
and House Administration. 

H.R. 1995, would amend the IRS code to 
allow an exemption where a noncustodial 
parent pro\ides over half of the support of the 
child for a calendar year to claim such child as 
a dependent. The bill was introduced by Rep. 
Harold Volkmer (D-MO), and referred to the 
Committee on Ways and Means (202i 255- 
3625. (CuiTent law gives the child exemption 
to the custodial parent regardless of the par- 
ents' relative support contributions!. 

H.R. 2241. would provide for 
tj the establishment of a commit- 

'i tee to assist the Secretary of 

Health and Human Services in 
developing new criteria and 
standards for audits of state 
child support programs, and 
Mc Dermoti require the Secretary to pro- 
mulgate regulations to modify such audits to 
emphasize program outcomes. Introduced by 
Rep. Jim McDemiott (D-\VAi, and referred to 
Committee on Ways and Means (202i 225- 
3625.(This bill 'vould provide for accountabili- 
ty of state child support programs'. 

H.R. 2355. to require a parent who is 
delinquent in child support to include his 
unpaid obligation in gross income, and to 
allow custodial parents a bad debt deduction 
for unpaid child support payments. 
Introduced by Rep. Cox, refeired to the Ways 
and Means Committee. 

H.R. 2.396. to increase acce.ss of state child 
support enforcement agencies to certain finan- 
cial information of non -custodial parents, and 
to encourage states to improve their enforce- 
ment of child support obligations. Introduced 
by Rep. Olympia Snow, referred to Banking. 
Finance and Urban Affairs Committee; and 
Ways and Means Committee. 

Access/Visitation 

S. 870, the Wellstone bill, that would 
authorize domestic violence shelters to han- 
dle supervised visitation and neutral drop-off 
and pick-up for children of divorce. Passed 
as part of the Senate crime bill, see story on 
page 7. 

The House version, introduced bv Rep. 
Martin Sabo (D-MN). is H.R. 2573 (referred 
to the Committee on Education and Labor 
and the Subcommittee on Select Education 
and Civil Rights (202 1 226-7532, headed by 
Congressman Major Owen.s. 
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Rockefeller 



Family Preservation 

S. 561. ('hild and Family Services and 
Law Enfoicenient Paitnership Act. designed 
to prevent cdniniunity violence by facilitating 
interaction between child and family senice 
organizations, law enforcement agencies, local 
educational agencies, and other community 
organizations, ways to help prevent vHolence, 
and to provide sei"vices to those who have wit- 
nessed violence. Sponsored by .Sen. Chris 
Dodd iD-CTi, and passed by Senate as part of 
the Crime bill, S. 11)07. 

S. 596, the comprehensive 
"Rockefeller bill", named for its 
primary sponsor. Sen. John J. 
Rockefeller, iD-WVi. This fam- 
ily presenation and child pro- 
tection reform act would pro- 
vide funds to provide sci"vices 
to help prevent abuse, neglect 
and family di.sintegration: would fund inten- 
sive family pivsei"vation progi"ams designed to 
help children at risk of foster care placement 
remain with their families (including adoptive 
faniiliesl. Referred to Finance Committee 
1202)224-4515. 

H. Res. 23. to re-establish the Select 
Committee on Children, Youth and Families. 
Introduced by Rep. Pat Schroeder iD-COi, 
referred to the Committee on Rules. Most 
committtH)s in Congress are permanent com- 
mittees, but several committees ai"e "select", 
which means they have to be re-authorized 
and re-funded by Congi-ess evei-y two years. 
Last year. Congress abolished four "select" 
committees, including the Select Hunger 
Committee, and the Select Committee on 
Children, Youth and Families, contending 
that peiTnanent committees could do the work 
of the select committees. (When she was chaii'- 
man of the Select Committee on ChildiX'n. Youth 
and Families. Congresswoman Schroeder 
wrote to various CRC supporters, saying that 
it was important that children have two par- 
ents, but she declined to hold any hearings on 
this issue, and she has introduced a child sup- 
port bill that only deals with financial child 
suppt)rt, not parenting. Sec H.R. 915 above). 



H. Res. 236, declares that 
"whereas the current bi"eak- 
down of the traditional 

f; rtij American family is a major fac- 
^^^^ tor contributing to the rise of 
^^^H crime, teen pregnancy, educa- 
4^^H tional failure, substance abuse. 
Burton and suicide among our nation s 
youth. ...(and) whereas it is in the interest of 
society and govei"nment to adopt policies that 
help families stay together by sti'engthening 
and .sustaining lathers and mothers in fulfill- 
ing their parental roles," organizations and 
governmental bodies are urged to recognize 
July 28, 1994 as Parents Day. Introduced by 
Rep. Dan Burton il<-lN), and passed by 
Congress iCRC supported this Resolution). 

H.R. 455, to amend TitU" IV of the Social 
Sccui'ity Art to reniDvc the barriers and disin- 
centives in the prograii if AFDC (Aid to 
Isiinilies with Dependent Children) that pre- 
vent recipients i)f such aid from moving 
toward sell'-iiiiriiicncy Introduced hy Rep. 




Shaw 



Tony Hall (D-OHi, referred to Subcommittee 
on Human Re.sources of Committee on Ways 
and Means (202) 225-3625. This bill is expect- 
ed to be incorporated into the forthcoming 
Welfai-e Reform bill. 

H.R. 520, the Link-Up for Learning Act, 
would provide programs for at-risk youth, 
with the goal of improving their educational 
perfoiTnance. Sponsored by Lita Lowey < D-CA. ) 
1202)225-6506. 

H,R, 741, to amend Title I\' of 
the Social Security Act to pro- 
vide welfare families with the 
education, training, job search, 
and work experience to pre- 
pare them to leave welfare 
within two years, to authorize 
states to conduct demonstr- 
tion projects to test the effectiveness of poli- 
cies (designed to help people leave welfare and 
increase their financial security. Introduced 
hy Rep. Clay Shaw (R-FLi, Human Resources 
Subcommittee of House Wavs and Means 
(202)225-102,5. 

H.R. 1019. to provide grants to improve 
the quality and availability of comprehensive 
education, health and social services for at- 
risk youth and their families, and for other 
purposes. Introduced by Rep. Maxine Waters, 
Committees on Education and Labor, and 
Energy- and Commerce. 

H.R. 1800. to piwnde set-aside progi'ams for 
pregnant teenagers that include health care, 
job training, mentor ,support and counselling 
services. Introduced by Congresswoman Jolene 
Unsoeld (D-WA), referred to Elementary, 
Secondary and Vocational Educational 
Committee of Committee on Education and 
Labor (202 1225-4368. 

Tax Code 

S. 154, to ensure that any peace dividend is 
invested in Anieiica's families and deficit reduc- 
tion. Sec. 606A states "The Secretary of the 
Tix>asuiy shall inci"ease the personal exemption 
for individuals as determined under scx-tion 151 
of the IRS code of 1986..." Introduced by Sen. 
Phil Gramm (R-TXl. referred to Committee on 
Budget (202) 224-0642 and Committee on 
Governmental Affaii-s (202) 224-4751. 

S. 434, to amend the IRS code to allow tax- 
payei's a bad di.'bt deducti(m for unpaid child 
support payments and to require the inclusion 
in income of child support payments which a 
taxpayer does not pay— thus taxing the obligor 
twice (The obligor already pays tax on income 
that should have been allocated for child sup- 
port, and this bill would tax him or her again 
for th(),se portions not paid). Spon,soit'd by Sen. 
Dale Bumpers (D-AK), referred to Senate 
Finance Committee (202) 224-4525. 



H.R. 435, tn provide tax relief 
for families, by providing an 
additional $600 tax deduction 
for a family for each child 
under age 19. No provision for 
who would be eligible for this 
increased deduction in cases of 
divorce. Introduced hy Rep. 




Frank Wolf (R-VA), referred to Committee on 
Ways and Means (202i 225-,3625. 

S. 939, to amend the IRS code to simplify 
the definition of dependent, to provide a uni- 
form definition of child, and for other piii-pos- 
es. Introduced by Sen. Daniel Patrick 
Moynihan (D-NY). referred to the Finance 
Committee (202) 224-4515. 

H.R. 773, the "Uniform Child Support 
Enforcement Act of 1993" would amend the 
IRS code and the Social Security Act to repeal 
provisions relating to state enforcement of 
financial child support and to require the IRS 
to collect support through wage withholding. 
Introduced by Rep. Hyde (R-ILl, referred to 
subcommittee on Human Resources (202 1 225- 
1 025 of the House Judiciary Committee, 

Domestic Violence 

S.6, Sexual Assault Prevention Act of 
1993, sponsored by Sen. Bob Dole, designed to 
prevent and punish sexual violence and 
domestic violence against women. This bill 
was absorbed in part by S. 11, "The Biden 
Bill," the Violence Against Women Act, which 
was unanimously approved by the Senate 
Judiciary Committee, and was incorporated 
into the $22 billion crime bill passed by the 
Senate, Provides $1.8 billion to prevent and 
punish sexual violence and domestic violence 
against women, and to establish a national 
task force on violence against women. 

H.R. 522, to provide a grant to a nonprofit 
organization to establish and operate a 
national domestic violence hotline. Sec. 2(2) 
states that the hotline shall provide "victims 
of domestic violence needed access to 
resources which will refer such victims and 
their children to safe homes and shelters." 
Introduced by Rep. Constance Morella (R- 
MD), and referred to Select Education and 
Civil Rights Subcommittee (202) 226-7532. 

Custody 

S. 6. sponsored by Sen. Robert Dole (R- 
KS>, and H,R. 688, sponsored by Rep. Susan 
Molinari (R-NY). express the sense of 
Congress that joint cu.stody should not be 
given to spouse abusers. Congi"ess passed a 
similar joint custody resolution several years 
ago sponsored by Rep. Connie Morella (R-MD) 
( if Congress is going to enter the custody area, 
traditionally reserved for the states, it should 
recommend joint custody — shared parent- 
ing — as a first option for fit parents, especially 
as the Census Bureau reports that parents 
with joint cu,stody and visitation pay far more 
in financial support than parents without 
joint custody and visitation. Congress is 
expected to consider strong financial support 
legislation this year, and so ,statistirs on who 
pays and why is important for Congress to 
factor into its deliberations). 

S. H, to control and pn'vent crime. Section 
2262(2) of the bills says "joint custody forced 
upon hostile parents can create a damaging 



Wolf 
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Summary of Financial Cliiid Support Bills 



Four major child support bills 
(mentioned above) are expected to 
be considered hy Congress as part 
of welfare reform in the coming 
months. The bills have been intro- 
duced by Sen. Bradley (D-NJ). 
along with a companion House bill 
introduced by Rep. Marge Roukema 
(R-NJ). Similar bills have been 
introduced by Rep. Patricia 
Schroeder (D-CO) and Barbara 
Kennelly (D-CT). Bradley's bill is S. 
689, Roukema's bill is H.R. 1600, 
Schroeder's bill is H.R. 915, and 
Kennelly's bill is H.R. 1961. The 
following provisions cover the 
range of provisions authorized by 
various portions of those four bills. 
Not all of these provisions are in all 
four bills: 

• require the states to establish 
procedures for withholding profes- 
sional or occupational licenses from 
noncustodial parents who owe sup- 
port; 

• require the states to deny dri- 
ver's licenses to parents who owe 
support; 

• authorize attachment by states 
of bank accounts of obligor parents; 

• authorize IRS assistance in 
collection of support arrearages; 

• authorize attachment of public 
and private retirement funds; 

• require the states to provide 
criminal penalties for non-support; 

• require the federal government 
to fund child support assurance 
demonstration projects, under 
which the government would pro- 
vide a minimum assistance to a 
custodial parent and child if suffi- 
cient support is not being paid; the 
government would still attempt to 
collect the support. 

• require support to continue 
until the age of 18 or until a child 
gi-aduates from a secondary school; 

• require the states to give 
courts discretionary power to order 
child support up to age 22 if a child 
attends a college or vocational 
school; 

• require social security num- 
bers on marriage licenses and child 



support orders; 

• allow state child support agen- 
cies to access and use credit report- 
ing agencies; 

• establish laws which provide 
for a rebuttable presumption that 
the choice made by the obligee of 
health care insurance for the chil- 
dren is appropriate; 

• tighten parental establishment 
procedures at hospitals; 

• establish a "National Child 
Support Guidelines Commission'"; 



• expand the Parent Locator 
System to include visitation orders. 
At present, the Parent Locator 
System can only be used to find the 
location of parents who owe finan- 
cial child support, and in parental 
kidnapping cases. 

The bill implements many of the 
recommendations of the Interstate 
Child Support Commission's report 
which was issued in 1992. 

For information on the commit- 
tees handling these bills see page 8. 



CRC's 

CRC has decided to oppose these 
bills, following consultation with 
our state chapter coordinators, 
because increased government reg- 
ulation of only the financial child 
support aspects are worsening the 
problem for children. 

CRC's position is based partly on 
the following: 

• "From a federal budget per- 
spective, Child Support Enforce- 
ment is an expensive disappoint- 
ment," says a report issued in June, 
1992 by Republican House mem- 
bers E. Clay Shaw, Nancy L. 
Johnson and Fred Grandy. 

• A report provided by the Gen- 
eral Accounting Office at the 



Bills & Resolutions 

Continued from page 9 

pf .jlogical environment for a child. " while 
Sei.1 in 2262i5i .say.-i "It is the S(.'n.>iO of the 
Conpvss that, for the purpose of determining 
child custody, evidence e.-itablishin;; that a 
paient eiiKages in phy.sical abu.'ie of a spouse 
.■^houid create a statutoiy presumption that it 
is detrimental to the child t i Ix} placed in the 
cu.>it()dy of the al)usive spouse." Introduced hy 
Sen. Orrin Hatcli iR-HTi. referred to 
.Judiciary Committee 1 202 1 224-5225. 

H.R. (iH8. similar to S. H lahoveL 
Introduced hy Rep. Susan Molinari iH-NVi. 
referred to the ^uhoommittee on Crime and 
Criminal -Itistice of House .hidieiary 
Committee 1 2021 22(i-24()(i. 



View 

request of Congresswomen Marge 
Roukema and Barbara Kennelly 
and Senator Bill Bradley, released 
January' 9, 1992 stated that 66 per- 
cent of mothers with a child sup- 
port award who did not receive pay- 
ment from the fathers say it is 
because the fathers were unable to 
pay. This data is not reflected in 
the legislation. 

"The bills proposed by Congress 
are a band-aid approach to treating 
the symptoms rather than the 
cause of problems in our nation," 
said Elliott H. Diamond, a co- 
founder of CRC. "The cause is the 
lack of government encouragement 
of the two parent family." 



In Need of Legal Help? 

If your case is on appeal, and 
involves a broad legal principle (such 
as joint custody/shared parenting, 
parental kidnapping, or the fairness 
of some domestic relations law or pro- 
cedure), CRC may be able to file an 
amicus curiae (Friend of the Court) 
brief, as we have done in other state 
appeal court cases. 

Attorneys for CRC are interested 
in iiandling .these cases on a reason- 
able fee basis. As mentioned above, 
we can only consider cases on appeal. 
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Insurance and College Funds 
for Your Child 



CRC has long worked for public 
policy and legal changes to ensure 
emotional and financial support for 
children. Two aspects of financial 
support that can help children are 
health insurance and college educa- 
tion money. 

Health Insurance 

CRC wrote several months ago to 
Hillary Rodham Clinton's health 
panel, to discuss the difficulty that 
some parents have in obtaining 
health insurance for themselves and 
their children after divorce. We 
pointed out that if a person has 
reduced assets, it may be more diffi- 
cult to afford insuirance. And there 
are some companies that will not 
cany health insurance for the child 
only — they will require an adult to 
be on the policy. 

CRC urged the Clinton Admin- 
istration to find ways to expand the 
health insurance options for children 
of divorce and unwed parents. The 
Clinton health plan, which is sup- 
posed to make health insurance 
available for everyone, is currently 
being debated in Congress. Altei-na- 
tive proposals to the Clinton plan 
have also been iiiti-oduced in Congi'ess. 

Aside from whatever Congress 
may approve. CRC is applying to a 
major insurance earner to provide an 
opportunity for CRC memb' rs to 
secure iiidi\adual major medi( x\ cov- 
erage through local agents for them- 
selves and their children — or such 
insurance just for their children. 

David Dinn. CRC's Indiana coor- 
dinator, is working on this project, 
and we expect news in the next 
newsletter on who you can contact to 
obtain coverage. 

College Education 

CHV's book "The Best Parent is 
Both Parents" states (on page 92 i 
thcit "A closely invol^'ed parent will 
want to support a child through col- 



lege or proN^de other stepping stones 
to adulthood that meet that child's 
needs. Encouraging this involve- 
ment will succeed better than oblig- 
ating divorced parents beyond the 
level that parents are obligated in 
intact marriages." 

In addition to encouraging such 
frequent and continuing contact 
between a child and both parents, we 
wish to share information about an 
insurance plan we are making avail- 
able to CRC supporters that can help 
pay for your child's college education. 

The plan involves purchasing a 
whole life policy on your child, which 
is different from taking out life insur- 
ance on yourself so as to provide for 
your child in the event of your death. 

A parent, as policy owner for the 
policy on the child, is responsible for 
the premium payments and designa- 
tion of the beneficiaries. The parent 
is also responsible for the use and 
stewardship of the cash value as it 
accumulates tax-deferred over time 
in the policy. 



The cash value can be used for any 
major expense, including college edu- 
cation, as the pai'ent so detennines. 
Even if the child is a teen when the 
policy is taken out, it is possible to 
use cash value (in the form of a loan) 
to pay the parent back for the cost of 
the child's education. 

The cash value can also be bor- 
rowed to provide for anything else 
the parent believes appropriate in his 
or her capacity as the policy owner. 

Whole life, which parents can use 
as a foiTTi of "forced savings," features 
level payments which never increase 
over time. Any dividends can be used 
to purchase more insurance, and the 
cash value may be withdrawn tax- 
free (technically as a loan on the poli- 
cy) for any use. 

When the child is an adult, par- 
ents often transfer ownership of the 
policy to the child at the same annual 
premium. The child can maintain the 
policy until his/her retirement and 
the cash value once again accumu- 
lates to conti-ibute to the child's 
retirement. 

Continued on page 13 



FERPA and Research 



In connection with college, non- 
custodial parents are generally a 
step removed from the day-to-day 
lives of their children, often do not 
know what is happenmg in school, 
and are often not included in 
child/pai'ent/teacher events at 
school. 

Non-custodial parents should 
request that they be informed 
equally with the custodial parent of 
school events, mailing of report 
cards. (He. Sending a supply of self- 
addi'essed envelopes to the school 
can help with this process. 

Federal law (called FERPA— the 
Family Education Rights and 
Privacy Act) requires that non-cus- 
todial parents be provided with 
their child's school I'ecord. If your 
school balks at providing you with 



your child's school record, contact 
the Family Policy Compliance Office, 
U.S. Department of Education, 400 
Maryland Avenue S.W., Washington, 
D.C. 20202-4605, phone (202) 732- 
1807. Compliance office officials will 
contact the school to let them know of 
federal requirements. 

If your child plans to attend col- 
lege, students should take the PSAT 
in their junior year of high .school, to 
be considered for merit scholar- 
ships. College source books should 
be consulted starting in the junior 
year. also. Waiting until the senior 
year of high school may mean that 
certi-ln scholarships and othei' fund- 
ing source deadlines have passed, 
although most funding sources 
deadlines are not until the last half 
of the senior year in high schoool. 
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Inside CRC 




HiUary Rodham ClirUcn 



Mrs. Clinton 

Hillary Rodham 
Clinton has sent 
CRC a letter say- 
ing that she has 
added "The Best 
Parent is Both 
Parents" to her 
personal libraiy. 

"What a difference it would make 
if more children had the benefit of 
two loving parents to nurture and 
guide them!" Ms. Clinton said in the 
letter, reproduced below. 

"\Ve are delighted to receive Mrs. 
Clinton's endorsement," said David 
L. Levy, the editor of the book, "and 
would be grateful for policy-making 
follow-through." 

The 157-page book, ISBN 1- 
878901-56-7, contains contributions 
from CRC writers and researchers, 
and is designed to help individuals 
and professionals with useful infor- 
mation on shared parenting, 
access/visitation, and financial child 
support. 

The book contains a substantial 
number of references to research 



that can be used in working out an 
agreement with a separating spouse, 
or if legal proceedings develop. 

Although you can order individual 
copies of the book from CRC or from 
the publisher, we prefer that you ask 
your favorite bookstore to order 
copies. Bookstores will generally 
order 5 or 10 copies if you honestly 
tell them that you are a supporter of 
CRC. Bookstores like this "tie-in"— it 
shows them that the book is support- 
ed in the local community. The retail 
price of the book is $9.95. 

Copies on the shelves will be seen 
by other people who browse the 
bookstore, and thus increase sales. 
Information about CRC, as well as 
the names, addresses and phone 
numbers of CRC chapters are listed 
in the back of the book. The names of 
CRC advisors are also provided. 

Intellectual Property 
Services 

Charlie Ruggiero, who obtained 
trademark protection for CRC, is a 
specialist in trademark, patent, 
copyright, and licensing law. He is 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

December 2, 1993 



David L. Levy, Esquire 
President 

Children's Rights Council 
Suite 230 

220 Eye Street, Northeast 
Washington, D C 20002 

Dear David: 

Thanlc you for your thoughtftilness in providing me a copy of 
your book. The Best Parent is Both Parents . I do appreciate having 
this volume for my personal library. What a difference it would 
make if more children had the benefit of two loving parents to 
nurture and guide them! 

With best regards, I am 

Sincerely yours, 



1^ 



Hillary Rodhaln Clinton 



now a partner in the newly- 
revamped law firm of Ohlandt, 
Greeley and Ruggiero, 1 Landmark 
Square, Suite 903, Stamford, CT. 
06901, telephone (203) 327-6067. 

Investment Accounts 

Barry Ringelheim, a CRC mem- 
ber, an investment counselor with 
the Barney Shearson and Lehman 
investment firm, will invest your 
contribution to CRC in a money mar- 
ket account, and also advise you on 
your personal investment needs. 
Barry can be reached in New York 
City at 1-800-635-0013. 

Psychologist Available for 
Expert Testimony 

Dr. Israel Lichtenstein, Ed.D., 
licensed clinical psychologist, 
researcher and CRC member, ha.s 
published materials on joint custody, 
and has appeared in many court 
cases as an expert witness on joint 
custody. He helped write the Ohio 
joint custody bill (Senate bill 3) that 
allows judges to award joint custody 
over the objections of a parent. He 
may be reached at Marriage and 
Divorce Counseling Center, 2100 
Auburn Ave., Cincinnati, OH 45219, 
phone (513) 651-9994. 

Computer Technology 
Services 

Steve Chan, who has helped CRC 
with its computer system, is knowl- 
edgeable in computer technology, 
and has also sei-ved as an expert wit- 
ness in computer procurement cases 
on the federal level. Mr. Chan is at 
Uniprime Systems, Inc., P.O.Box 
3247, Baltimore, MD. 21228, phone 
(410)747-7510. 

Doris Jonas Freed Dies 

Longtime CRC Advisor Doris 
Jonas Freed died on July 30, 1993. 
Freed, who was 91, had been co- 
chair of the New York State Bar 

Continued on page 13 
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Inside CRC 

Continued from page 12 

Association Family Law Section's 
Custody Committee. She was also a 
well-known writer on domestic rela- 
tions issues. 

Charity Drive Thank You 

CRC again thanks everyone who 
designated CRC (number 1513) in the 
nationwide federal government chari- 
ty drive last Fall. Those funds help 
maintain CRC throughout the year. 
Thank you. 

Volunteers, Materials, 
Services Needed 

CRC needs an executive officer in 
its Washington, D.C. office. The execu- 
tive officer would help to shape CRC 
policy, answer replies, and manage 
the CRC office. Someone would need 
to spend at least one or two days a 
week at the CRC office, although this 
time could be flexible to work around 
a person's schedule. 

CRC also needs more help on 
Capitol Hill. We need people who can 
spend an hour, a morning, a few lunch 
hours visiting Congressional offices, 
explaining CRC's position on bills, 
proposing amendments, and monitor- 
ing legislation. Also, are you interest- 
ed in filing or clerical work or filling 
book orders, evenings, weekends or 
during the day. 

We also need help with public rela- 
tions, fund-raising, membership 
development, tax issues affecting the 
family, research and writing — in 
Washington, and in our chapters 
ai'ound the country. If you aiv intei'- 
ested, please contact CRC, or one of 
the chapters. 

Or, if you are a CRC member, 
would you like to start a CRC chapter 
in your state? If so, write to Eric 
Anderson. CRC chapter coordinator, 
at 12103 Scribe Drive, Austin, Texas, 
78759. Enclose $10.00 for photocopy- 
ing and postage of CRC's 37 page 
booklet on chapter development. If 
you can donate materials to CRC, 
such as computers, typewriters, fax 
machines, oi- telephones, we can use 
them at our national office in 
Washington, D.C. or give them to our 



chapters around the coimtry. And you 
can obtain a tax deduction for your 
contribution. 

If you know of an accounting firm 
that does audits for non-profit groups, 
and the fiim would consider doing an 
annual audit for CRC pro bono or at a 
reduced rate, please let us know. We 
currently pay a substantial amount of 
money for our annual audit and IRS 
Foi-m 990. 

Media Appearances 

Within the past few months, CRC 
representatives have appeared on 
WGY in Troy (Albany) New York, and 
twice on Sonia Live (CNN). We have 
contributed to articles that appeared 
in the Houston Chronicle, the New 
York Daily News, and USA Today. 
CRC was mentioned in the Washing- 
ton Post March 11 (page 3) on 
Kimberly Mays's decision in Florida to 
move back with her biological parents. 
Kimberly, 15, who was switched as a 
baby at birth, won the right to contin- 
ue living with the parents who raised 
her, and to sever her relationship with 
her biological parents. The biological 
parents did not know of the switch 
until afler the baby they raised had 
died at age 9. CRC was quoted as say- 
ing that Kimberly's move back with 
her biological parents whom she had 
denounced at the trial, shows that 
children do not need win-lose battles 
in court in which parental rights are 
severed unnecessarily. Kimberly 
worked out her own plan which was 
contrary to the court's decision. 

Nationally syndicated columnist 
Suzanne Fields mentioned CRC in a 
column on March 3. 



College Funds 

Continued from page 11 

Ted Knight, an agent with the 
New York Lifp Insurance Company, 
who has worked with parents and 
grandparents to help secure the 
financial futures of their children and 
grandchildren, is offering this pro- 
gi-am to CRC supporters. 

Mr. Knight may be reached at 
New York Life Insurance Company, 
5109 Leesburg Pike, Suite 900, Falls 
Church, VA 22041 or by calling 703- 
532-2210. 

Some CRC members have already 
taken out such whole life policies for 
their children. 

Both the health insurance and 
whole life opportunities are being 
developed as benefits to membership 
in CRC. Both insurance offerings 
have been endorsed by the CRC 
Steering Committee (state coordina- 
tors of CRC). 



To Be a Healthy Kid! 



Focuses on state 
initiatives 'hat improve 
children's health: 

• Insurance access 

• Medicaid coverage 

• School-based health 
scniccs 

• Special health care 
needs 

• linmuni/alion 

• And more! 



Order Item «8634 lor $19 (inctuding shipping and handling) 
Call (303) a30.?054. FAX (303) 863-8003. or send your check 
or rrioney order to tho National Conference 01 State Legislatures 
1560 Broadway. Suite 700. Denver. Colorado. 80202. 
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Court Cases 



Relocation Barred in Joint 
Custody 

A trial court properly applied the 
"hest interests of the child" standard 
in refusing to grant a divorced moth- 
er's pernnission to relocate her two 
children to another state and trans- 
ferring the children's "primary resi- 
dence" to the father's home. The 
mother appealed and won in the inter- 
mediate court, but the Supreme Court 
said that although Minnesota state 
case law favors granting a custodial 
parent's request to relocate with his or 
her children, that case law was inap- 
propriate here, where the father and 
mother labeled their agreement as 
one of joint legal and physical custody. 
Primary physical care with one parent 
is not inconsistent with joint custody, 
the court held. 

Ayers v. Ayers fKatz); Minn. 
SupCt,No. Cl-92-997, 11719/93). 

Relocation Would Make 
Weekly Visitation Difficidt 

The best interest of the child stan- 
dard alone is inadequate to resolve a 
dispute where a custodial parent 
seeks to relocate with his or her child 
over the objections of the other par- 
ent, the Arkansas Court of Appeals 
has decided. For these disputes, the 
court decided to follow the procedure 
set by the New Jersey Superior Court 
in D'Onofrio v. D'Onofrio, 365 A.2d 
27, 3 FLR 2004 (1976), which several 
other states have adopted. The court 
explained that pursuant to D'Onofrio, 
where the custodial parent seeks to 
relocate with the child to a place so 
distant as to make weekly \nsitation 
with the other parent impossible or 
impractical and the other parent 
objects to the move, the custodial par- 
ent must show that some real advan- 
tage will result to the new family unit 
from the move. The trial court, it con- 
tinued, should then consider such fac- 
tors as: the likelihood that the custo- 
dial parent will comply with future 
visitation orders; and whether revised 
visitation will adequately preserve 



the non-custodial parent's relation- 
ship with the child. 

Staab V. Hurst, Ark CtApp (en 
banc). No. CA 93-442 (2/29/94). 

Education and Joint Custody 

A trial court "clearly eiTed" in hold- 
ing that when divorced parents with 
joint custody cannot agree on their 
child's education, the decision is up to 
the parent with primary physical cus- 
tody, the Michigan Court of Appeals 
has ruled. If the parents cannot agree 
(in this case, whether the child should 
enroll in the school's talented and gift- 
ed program), the court, has a "duty" to 
determine the issue in the child's best 
interest, the appeals court ruled. 

Lombardo v. Lombardo, Mich 
Ct.App, No. 145361 (10/18/93, 
released 12/2/93). 

Attempted Murder Means 
No Alimony 

A woman's attempt to have her ex- 
husband murdered (he was also the 
father of their child) is a relevant fac- 
tor in denying her alimony, the 
Wisconsin Court of Appeals has held. 
The trial court properly denied a 
divorced woman's request for mainte- 
nance from her ex-husband based on 
the fact that she had pleaded guilty to 
soliciting a third party to kill him 
after their divorce was granted, the 
appeals court mled. 

Brabec v. Brabec, Wis CtApp 
3dDist. No. 93-0588 ( 12/2L/93 ). 

Religious Issues 

A divorce court en'ed in accepting 
a rabbinical court's decision as the 
basis for its award of custody of an 
Orthodox Jewish couple's children 
without first exercising its indepen- 
dent judgment as to whether the chil- 
dren's best interests were met by the 
ruling, the Mainland Court, of Special 
Appeals held. 

Kovacs V. Kovacs, MD CtSpecApp. 
No. 60/SeptTenn 1993 ( 12/1/93). 

But in New York, a provision of a 
temporai-y order requiring a divorcing 



father to take his two children to a 
Catholic mass on those alternating 
weekends when he has visitation 
with them is not improper, a New 
York appeals court has ruled. The 
court reasoned that the order did not 
impermissibly interfere with the 
father's own religious practices, and 
found no indication that the provision 
is contrary to the children's best 
interests. 

Colley V. Colley, NY AppDiv 3d 
Dept. No. 67663 (1713/94). 



Directory of 

Organizations 

Available 

Copies of CRC's "Parenting Inter- 
national Directoi-y," the fifth edition of 
its directory, is available in hard copy, 
(updated annually) and on IBM 5 174" 
and 3 172" disks (updated semi-annu- 
ally). The cost is $12.00 for either for- 
mat for CRC members, and $15.00 for 
non-members. 

The directory features: 

• a state by state listing, in zip code 
order, of parenting groups within a 
state; 

• a special section that lists national 
organizations involved in parenting 
issues; 

• a list of abbreviations of terms used 
in the directoiy. 

Because CRC does a great deal of 
networking, and constantly updates its 
data base, the dii'ectoiy can be relied on 
for accuracy. 

The directory can be a valuable 
resource in making refen-als around the 
country to and from your organization. 

Order your copy of the Fifth Edition 
now from CRC. 



Change of Address 

To keep iiewslcttci-s and otlier materi- 
als coming, please notify CRC three 
weeks in advance of any address 
change. Send old and new address to 
CRC, 220 "I" Htrcet N.K., #2:iO 
Washington, D.C. 20002. 
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Better Child Support Data Sought 




John Siegmund 



In order to obtain 
better data on child 
support, CRC has 
recommended that 
the Office of Child 
Support Enforce- 
ment (OCSE) ob- 
tain better data. 
Right now, the U.S. 
Census Bureau (which is funded by 
HHS) only asks custodial mothers 
what they receive in child support. It 
does not ask custodial fathers what 
they receive, nor does it ask non-cus- 
todial parents (mothers and fathers) 
what they pay. 

CRC's recommendations were pre- 
pared in response to a comment in 
the Federal Register, Vol. 59, No. 1, 
January 2, 1994 (OM No.: 0992- 
0272), in which the government 
asked for comments on data collection 
for child support. 

The CRC response, prepared by 
CRC Senior Policy Analyst John 
Siegmund, Esquire, noted that the 
Survey of Absent Parents (1988) by 
Freya L. Sonenstein and Charles 
Calhoon of the Urban Institute, 
showed that fathers in Florida and 
Ohio were reporting paying up to 407( 
more in support than mothers report- 
ed receiving. 

The Urban Institute had been 
authorized by HHS to study fathers 
payment patterns in all 50 states, but 
after the pilot study was released, 
HHS cancelled the balance of the 
study for the 48 other states. A high 
official in HHS, pi'otested the cancel- 
lation of the study in a memo to 
Wayne Stanton, who was then 
Secretary of the Office of Child 
Support Enforcement; but the bal- 
ance of the study was cancelled 
nonetheless. 

The CRC comment also oaoted 
i-esearchers Sanford L. Bi "^v- , Pamela 
J. Fitzpatrick and R. Curtis Bay in 
Family Relations, April 1991, as stilt- 
ing that "There is reason to suspect 
that (custodial parents) might well 
underreport child support received." 

This obseiTation is shared by other 
child support researchers across the 



country. 

CRC's c( :Timent also said HHS 
should seek data on the relationship 
between regular visitation and sup- 
port compliance. A Congressional 
mandate for this inquii-y in the 1984 
Child Support amendments (P.L. 98- 
378) stated: 

'The Congress finds that.. ..related 
domestic issues, such as visitation 
rights and child custody, are often 
inextricably intertwined with the 
child support problems and have 
received inadequate attention." 

There is no word yet on whether 
HHS will change the methodology by 
which it obtains child support data, 
"buL we hope for the best," said 
Siegmund. 



Access and 
Custody 
Agreements 
Recommended 



In response to a 
Congressional 
requirement in leg- 
islation passed last 
summer that hos- 
pitals must estab- 
lish paternity of 
children whenever 
possible, the U.S. 
Department of 
Health and Human Services (HHS) 
is propaiing regulations for the 
states to carry out this federal 
requirement. 

CRC proposed a -S-part form, by 
which hospitals would not only have 
parents acknowledge their parent- 
age, but the pai'ents would also have 
an oppoi'tunity to enter into custody 
and access (visitation) agreements 
with each other. 




Laurie Casey 



The term parentage rather than 
paternity was recommended by CRC 
because it is gender-neutral, and 
would emphasize that both mothers 
and fathers have equal responsibility 
for the child. 

The custody section of the pro- 
posed form would allow parents to 
check off what type of custody 
arrangement they would like, e.g. 
sole legal custody, joint legal custody 
or joint physical custody. 

The access/visitation form would 
allow the parents to agree on an 
access/visitation schedule for the 
child. 

"When you acknowledge parent- 
age, it should be more than financial 
support," said Laurie Casey, CRC 
Senior Policy Analyst, Moriah 
Center, New York, who conceived of 
and drew up the three-part form. 
"By allowing parents of new-born 
children at hospitals to consider the 
three-part form, we would be 
acknowledging that parentage is 
both emotional and financial." 

Right now, hospitals generally 
only ask for an acknowledgment of 
paternity — which many fathers 
interpret as solely money-oriented, 

"Poor people aren't stupid, they're 
just poor. They will quickly catch on 
that the only reason the government 
wants them to acknowledgement 
paternity is for collection of child 
support. A much more successful 
approach would be to link rights 
with responsibilities. Rights include 
being a parent to your child," said 
Ron Henry, Esquire, a member of 
the American Law Institute's 
Committee on Child Support. 

HHS officials expect that some 
type of acknowledgement of custody 
and access rights will be included in 
the federal regulations, although 
they are not certain of the exact 
wording. 

"If the federal regulations recom- 
mend such a three-part form — even 
if it doesn't require hospitals to 
adopt it, that will give child advo- 
cates in the states something to 
shoot for," yaid Casey, 



New Chapter Forms 
in North Carolina 



Chapter News 



\^ginia New Jersey 

Visitation Bill Passes TV Show Protest 



Interference with visitation is a 
misdemeanor punishable by a fine 
under a new law passed by the 
Virginia legislature and signed by 
Governor George Allen in 1994. 

The bill, which becomes part of 
Virginia code 18.2-49. IB when it 
tai.es effect July 1, 1994, says that 
"Any person who knowingly, wrong- 
fully, and intentionally engages in 
conduct which violates in a clear and 
significant manner an order regard- 
ing the custody or visitation of a 
minor child" shall be guilty of a class 
4 misdemeanor ($250 fine). The sec- 
ond offense within 12 months of the 
first offense would be a Class 3 mis- 
demeanor ($500) fine. A third viola- 
tion within 24 months of the first 
violation would he a Class 2 misde- 
meanor ($1,000 fine, and the possi- 
bility of a jail sentence). 

Three other bills became law in 
Virginia last year. They state that: 

• intentional interference with 
visitation is grounds for a change in 
custody (Sec. 20-108 of the Code); 

• in awarding sole custody, a 
judge shall consider the propensity 
of the parent to encourage an ongo- 
ing and continuous relationship 
between the child and the other par- 
ent (known as a "friendly parent" 
proxdsion); 

• every court order on visitation 
shall require that notification of relo- 
cation of the child's residence must 
be given to the court and to the other 
parent 30 days prior to the move. 

The Children's Rights Coalition of 
Virginia played a major role in advo- 
cacy for most of the above legisla- 
tion. The Children's Rights Council 
of Virginia, a major player in the 
Coalition, is headed by Cindy Lewis 
Ewing, CRC's Virginia coordinator, 
who was assisted by Stuart Miller, 
assistant state coordinator. Many 
members of CRC of Virginia and the 
Coalition deserve credit for their 
efforts. 



After a TV program on NBC news 
that depicted a father as a financial 
child support deadbeat, the father 
and his company's accountant 
showed up at a meeting of the New 
Jersey Council for Children's Rights 
(NJCCR) to state that the father had 
fully paid his child support. The 
father is Steve Cacchiola, and the 
NBC program aired in the tri-state 
area (New Jersey, New York and 
Connecticut) twice in early 
February, according to Richard 
Martin, president of the NJCCR. 

The NJCCR then protested to 
NBC News, and in response, 
received a phone call from Diane 
Dumey at NBC News, saying NBC 
had received 50 angry phone calls 
regarding the program. Ms. Dumey 
indicated she would feature a piece 
on the other side of the story, said 
Martin, but Ms. Dumey has not yet 
followed-through with such a story. 

The other side would presumably 
allow air time for non-payors, as well 
as critics of the current systeii?, who 
contend that the child suppoit sys- 
tem as it currently operates doesn't 
produce absent non-custodial par- 
ents so much as it produces forced- 
away non-custodial parents. 

NJCCR is asking people to boy- 
cott five advertisers that regularly 
appear on the Ralph Penza show, 
where the segment on the deadbeat 
father appeared. 

The advertisers are MCI, Alamo 
Car Rentals, Honda Acura, Cadillac, 
and Visa Gold. For more informa- 
tion, contact Richard Martin, at 
NJCCR, 908-781-6333 (eves) or 908- 
957-2158 (days). 



CRC New Catalog of Resources, list- 
ing 175 books, reports, audio & 
video cassettes plus gifts for chil- 
dren Is now available. A FREE copy 
Is being mailed to all CRC members. 
Additional copies are $1 for mem- 
bers and $2 for non-members. 




CRC has branch- 
ed out into another 
state — North 
Carolina. Our new 
state coordinator 
there is Angle 
Lapish, a mother of 
two boys, Brandon, 
7, and Travis, 5. 



Lapith Lapish is supposed 
to have 50/50 physical joint cus- 
tody, but is suffering access inter- 
ference from the father. Angie lives 
in Statesville, about 45 minutes 
north of Charlotte, wherd her CRC 
efforts have been mentioned on two 
local radio stations and two area 
newspapers. Her husband Dana is 
helping to organize the group. 

CRC chapters have also been 
formed in New York City and 
Roanoke, Virginia. The head of the 
new CRC of Roanoke Valley, 
Virginia is Barry Young, a non-cus- 
todial parent of 6-year-old Megan. 
His CRC efforts are assisted by ^ 's 
new wife Lynn, who has a 4-year -old 
son, Nick, from a previous maniage. 
Lynn and her former spouse have 
shared physical custody of Nick, 
which came about as the result of a 
suggestion from Barry Young. 

CRC thanks Cindy Lewis Ewing 
and Michael Ewing of CRC of 
Tidewater, VA chapter for helping 
to get both the North Carolina and 
Roanoke chapters started. 

CRC has new state coordinators 
in California and Colorado. The 
new CRC coordinator in Colorado is 
Laurie Entrekin, a critical-care 
nurse in Presbyterian Health One 
Hospital in Denver. Laurie's hus- 
band Mark Entrekin, who attended 
CRC's 1993 conference, is assisting. 

The New York City chapter is 
headed by Serge Prengel, who was 
born in Casablanca, Morocco, and 
who has lived in the U.S. for 20 
years. New York state coordinator 
Kim Boedecker-Frey is helping to 
get the New York City chapter 
started. 
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Chapters exist in 26 states 



If you live in a state where there is 
a CRC chapter, we urge you to join 
the chapter. In this way, you will be 
networking with a chapter and 
national CRC to reform custody law 
and attitudes around the countr>'. By 



becoming a member of the chapter, 
you also become a member of nation- 
al CRC. 

If you would like to learn if a chap- 
ter is forming in your state, write or 
call CRC. If you would like to form a 



chapter in your own state or commu- 
nity, write to Eric Anderson, address 
below, and enclose $10.00 for photo- 
copying and postage. 

This 37-page booklet explains 
evei-ything you want to know about 
affiliation. 

Note: CRC's name is protected by 
federal trademark law. 



National Affiliate Organizations and Chapters 



National Affiliate 
Organizations 

Mothers Without Custody (MW/OC) 

P.O Box2741,S 

H(iust()n.TX 772-27-741h 

phuntM713/84()-l626 

.It-niiifer Ishani. president 

.Jciint nU'nilHTship in M\V OC and CRC: 

S;!5.00 a yi-ar 

Grandparents United for Children's 
Rights (GUCR) 
i:!7 Larkin Stiett 
.Madison. Wl ."iinOfi 
phone ifi().S.-2:)8-K7.Tl 
Kthol Uunn. executive director 
Joint membership m (iL'CR and CRC: 
$;i5.00 a year. 

Stfpfamily Association of America 
(SAA) 

■21S Centennial Mall South. -Suite ■>\2 

Lincoln, .NK 68.=)0o 

M02.477-78:i7 

l-i80lli73,=i-l):!2H 

Kevin I^icker, presidi'ut 

.loint meml>ership in S.Ji.-\ annd CKC- 

$;!.5.l)0 foi- the first year 

Write to an> of thi' above poups. say you 
would Itke an airdiate niemlH-rship with 
CRC. and enclo.^e a check. 

Publication Affiliate: 

Kids Express 

I'cst omcc l!ox 7H2 

Littleton. CO H0160-07H2 

Linda Sartori. publisher 

Subscription: S2().(I0 a year Mention 

that you are a supporter oft 'RC. 

CRr; Chapters 

Alabama 

t^RC of Alabama 

1' () Bo.\ 7.50 

Montrose. Al. 

K.I). Wilson, cimrdinator 

i2l).'n92K-i)16l 

Alaska 

Alaska Pads and Mnm^ 
222.") .-Xrctic Houlcvard. .Ste :ili:t 
Anchorane. AK Km.i 
i!)()7i 27 l-7.!.")h 

(lary .Maxwell, stale ciMirdinalor 

.-Ma.ska Kanulv Support (ii-uup 
I'O »i,x lllWIl 
Aiichoiatje. AK;19."i1 l lliiM 
■91171 .M 1-77117 
■Inn Arnesrn. prr>i(leiit 

California 

CRCiifCalilornia 
Siicraiiii'iitu (liapter 
I'f) HcixHIi.Hll 
Sacranieiilo. C.-N 9."iMll) 
■ 91(1. (l:i."i-2.")91i 



Patricia Oehlen. state coordinator 
(?RC^ of California Solano Chapter 
206 .-Xrbor Street 
Vacaville.CA 95688 
1707.451-4611 
Hobin DeRenzi. chtur 

Colorado 

CRC of Colorado 
P.O. Box 28008-1 
Lakewood. CO S0228 
i30,'!i980-690:i 

Diane Entrekin. state coordinator 

Delaware 

CRC of Del aware 

P.O. Box 182 

Bethel. DE 19931 

1.302 i87o-73.=)3 

Bill Barren, coordinator 

130217.34-8522 

James Morning, president 

Florida 

CRC of Florida 

395 Shore Drive 

Ellenton. FI- 34222 

1813.722-8688 

Kris Kline, coordinator 

CRC of Florida, 
southern Florida chapter 
113 \V. Tara Lakes Di ive 
Bovnton Beach. Fl. 334.36 
i407i 395-5512 
Piotr Blass. vhair 

(Jeorgia 

CRC of Cieorpna 
P.O. Box 70486 
Marietta. GA 30007-0486 
1 404 1928-7 110 

.Sonny l)urnioister. (-oordinatur 

Illinois 

CRC of Illinois 

PO. Box 786 

Pekin. 11. 61.")55-0786 

..309 1 697-3235 

.Ann Daiiiier. coonlinator 

Indiana 

CRC of Indiana 

2625 X. Meridian. Suite 202 

liulianaixilis. IN 462118 

.317.925-5433 

l)avid num. coordinator 

Iowa 

cut 'of Iowa 

Fathers (or K(jual Kifihts. Inc. 

3623 Oou^ilas Avenue 

Dcs Moines. lA ,50311) 

..515. 277-8789 

Dick Woods, ciKH-dinator 

Profes.--ioiials .SiTviiij; 

Custodial and Knii-Cu>todial Parents 

.51.5.263-9511 . 

Kric Hoiseth. .1 I) 



Kansas/Missouri 
CRC^ of Kansa.s^'Missouri 
5516 Mission Road 
Fairway. KS 66205-2721 
i913i 831-0190 
Roger Doeren. coordinator 

Kentucky 

CRC of Kentucky 
1645 Robin Road 
Owensboro. K\' 42301 
i502i 684-6100 
Tracy Cox. coordinator 

Marylejid 

CRC of Mar>-land 

4 17 Pershing Drive 

Siber Spring. Ml) 20910 

1.3011588-0262 

Hai-vey Walden. coordinator 

Massachusetts 

Sheila Sands, coordinator i413i 737-4900 

Concerned Fathers of Massachusetts. Inc. 

P.O. Box 2768 

Springfield. MA 01 101-2768 

14131 7.36-74.32 

George Kelly, president 

Michigan 

CRC of Michigan 
CO CRC 

220 1 Street. N.E.. Suite 230 
Washington. D C. 20002 
.2021.547-6227 

Minnesota 

(^RC of Minnesota 

5905 Chateau Road N.W 

Rochester. MN 55901 

i507 1 289-6221 

Bruce Kaskubar. coordinator 

.Missouri - See Kansas^Iissouri 

New Jersey 

.New .Jersev Council for Children's Rights 
'NJCCRi' 
P.O. Box 615 
Wavne, NJ 1)7470-0615 
1201.694-9323 
Richard Martin, president 

New York 

CRC of New York 
231 Main Street. Suite I 
\ eslal. .NY 13805 
1 607. 785-9.338 

Kim Boedecker-Frey. ciM.rdinator 

CHC of New York Cily 

I'.O. Box 7749 

FDU Station 

New York, .NY 100,58 

. 2 1 2 1 4 3 1 ■ 6( )-l6 or 1 2 1 2 . (i8 1 - 1 5 7 7 

Serg.' Preiigel. pre>idenl 

North Carolina 

cue of .N..rtli Carolina 



823 Bristol Drive 
Statesville. NC 28677 
'704.871-0033 

Angle Impish, state coordinator 
Ohio 

CRC of Ohio 
2745 Sagamore Road 
Toledo. OH 43606 
14191472-1471 

.Margaret Wuwert. coordinator 

Pennsylvania 

CRC of Pennsylvania 

188 Seminole Avenue 

Pittsburgh. PA 1,5237 

1 4 12 1364-6916 

Kathryn Gibson, coordinator 

Texas 

Texas Children's Rights Coalition 
P.O. Box 12961 
Capitol Station 
Austin. TX 78711 
i5U. 499-8CRC 

Kric .Anderson, state coordinator and 
nation-wide chapter coordinator 

Tennessee 

CRC of Tenne.ssee 

5014 Charlotte Avenue 

Nashville. TN 37209 

i615i9,52-'2498 

Di'vid Courson. cexirdinator 

Vermont 

Vemionters for Strong Families 

RU 1. Box 267A1 

Heartland. \T 05048 

180214,36-3089 

Fred Tubbs, state coordmator 

Virginia 

CRC of Virginia, Tidew ater chapter 

P.O. Box 13465. 

Chesap<.nke. VA 23325 

.804.463-KIDS 

Michael Ewing. president 

Cindy Lew is Ewing. state coordinator 

t^RC of Virginia. Richmond chapter 

8935 I'atterson Avenue 

Richmond. \'A 2:!229 

1804.740-9889 

.Murray Steinberg, president 

Fathers L'nited for E(|iial Right.s and 
Women's Coalition 
P.O. Box 1323 
Arlington. V \ 222 10-1 3'23 
1703.451-8.580 
Paul Robinson, president 

( 'R( ' of Virginia. Roanoke N'alley cliapler 

433 Howard l)n-." 

Salem. VA 2-11.5. 

17031.382-0150 

Barry Young. Presider.t 



Si'HAK Oi r Foil ("nil. DHHS S;}!-!!!!! W94 17 

.100 



Thank You, Supporters! 



We wish to thank those who have joined, renewed their membership, contributed to CRC, or ordered materials from CRC 
from October 1, 1993 through December 31, 1993 * Denotes life member of CRC (financial contribution totaling .$500 or more). 



Main Libran'-Tucsoa Pinui Libran' 

Ma:isachusetts Cathnlit' Confcivni-o 

N'CMC Michigan Chapter 

Partners in I'sydiialiT Lid 

\*irf^nia L. Franks Library 

•li'd Abraliani 

Kddie Ailanis 

Randy Allnian 

Eiic Anderson 

lx)uis Anderson 

Mike and Lela Anderson 

Stoll- and Misty App 

Hougas Archard 

.Jim Arnesen 

Ijouis Austin 

' A^a BabtM' 

•James Babish 

Fhil Baldiis 

.Joel Baitkes 

Marc\- Bar;;er 

I^iune Barnes 

Hesa BariT 

Edward Barton 

Maurici and Ella Bassan 

Charles and Joyce Beek 

' Don Bieniewiiv. 

Gregor>' Bilbo 

Dian Rlaik 

Rolwcca Blaik 

Leonard Blayer 

Emi! Bloniquist 

Kim Boedet-ker-Fre\' 

.Joe H(M)k 

.Jean net la Bmisciiiot 

Dennis Boylini 

Mary Kaye Boze 

David Brandeberry 

Sloven Breiseh 

William BriK)ks 

Billy and Cindy Bnnvii 

Fred and Niiki Bnieli 

.Jack Buck 

Rodney Byrd 

.John Byrne 

David Cappelta 

Anton and Patrick Ca/are> 

Miki' ChalouN 

(iar> Cbamberlnt 

Thomas Clark 

Tiiniithy C'lear\ 

Paul Clements 

Dan (*onklm 

Dolores Conlri'r.is 

Deidre Con\va\ Band 

Milton CcMik 

Maureen Cnrbeit 

Barry Craitz 

Tom ( 'raig 

('liarles Cr'.-iwiiird 

Bnll Crocker 

Stt'phen Cnlberi>oii 

Deri'k Cnmniinu--* 

Tliornas ( 'urti^ 

Kol.and (*\r 

Daviil Daniel 

Thunias Davenpoit 

.Iiilni and Monica 1 )av i> 

Nikhd l)c:..ii 

.lolin Di liwpli 
David Dmn 



Denny and Mar^i' Dmn 

n.ivid Ditman 

Wiley Dobbs 

David Domroese 

-ledVey Eannarino 

Jne and Debbie Ecluentacb 

Mar\ Eekert 

Alfred Ellis 

Michael Ellis 

Patricia Enulson 

Richard Emmericb 

Kevin and Linda Emsweller 

Ray Ensley 

Mike Farniith 

Stephen Finsiein 

Rene Fisher 

Diinold Fdislund 

David Fox 

Ron Cialbreath 

Runny Ciann 

Mike Cieanoulis 

Bruce Ciillman 

(*arla Ctoodwin 

Ijowell (lossell 

Keith (tcistel 

Tony and Katherine (;ret;or\ 

U)uis Ctriect) 

I'red and .Jill (iruitewald 

Diane (tulbas 

Charles ( 'lyt,'! 

(ires Haase 

.J. Randall Haire 

Kelly Hammond 

Bradley 1 laslett 

Sue Hathorn 

Mark Hess 

Dan Hill 

Malcolm Hill 

Richard Hill 

Wolfpmfj Hirczy 

.lohn Hiid.-on 

Robert Hopkins 

Ben Houston 

.lerr\ Huhn 

Duane Humphrey 

.losepbine .lack>ci;i 

.lini ■len'er> 

l.arr\' .lewett 

Courtney .Joelle Ileno 

.lefVand 1 )iinna .lohn^nn 

Kendall .lobnsitn 

P;illlel;l .Iiine> 

Erick .Julseii 

Bub .lulte-Kraii^ 

Stephen Kalifeii 

Arthur Katz 

Anna Ki'lli'r 
Ti'rrie Kelloci; 
Thiimas Kerle 
Norine Kiimny 
I'.iul Kiim 
C Kuk 
Kn-k Kitchin 
Kiehanl Kline 
1) Rirbard Kiibii 
Clier.\l LaClair 
R.iMiioiid I ..iWillf \ 
.\lanl\ n 1 .;iniberl 
.laiiet Lamer 
Sli plicii Laid 



Oan arid Pam Larkin 
Ix)U .-Vjin B;issan 
.\lice .\nn Lai sen 
.Steven Lavender 
Mark and Marylou Lee 
Leonard I^'fller 
.Joseph Ufhman 
Rdlx'n Ix've 
David Ixn-ick 
Dennis Lewis 
Kevin Ix'wis 
Robert Lipsky 
Ralph Ixigan 
.Joseph Ixipez 
.John Ijorenz 
Richard Lucas 
.Jellre\ Luce 
R. .Jennings .MacConnell 
S;ira Macko 
Denise Nriinquist 
William Mallard 
Randy Malley 
Betti Maliniey 
Ann .\Iarini 
.James Martin 
Luis Maiiin 
Ciary Maxwell 
Mike McAlli.M. r 
.Jim and Stephanie MeBride 
Barbara McMiillen 
Mark McNeill 
Reggie Meigs 
Donald ^ler^vin 
Connie Miller 
Susan Miller 
Irwin and Edilh Misrok 
.lohn Money 
Renalo Moiiteiro 
.lames Morning 
Duane Myers 
Arnold Neil 
1 l.izi'l Nelson 
.John NeNon 
Harry Nolan 
David O Brieii 
Douglas D'Brien 
Toin Oasler 
("ami Oslerii 
Mike Olomo 
I'ertiss Overton 
William Ow ings 
Charles Pa\'ni' 

• Inn and 'Line Perr\ 
Salvalore Peterson 
Naac Pinckney 
Carol Pisani 
Douglas Piltingsrud 
Roland Plater 

Ixn-i Plolkin Blum 
.lohn Pokoi ski 
Pbd I'ortlock 
.Iim Preuss 
.lohn Price 

Program ( 'oordin.itor. 

Wunii'ii in Cri..-i^ Wl( 'C.\ Inc 
Edward I'ryzbl 
Steven Pulli.im 
R.d. ((unrl.'.- 
Ralpli (iuarles 

• lack (Jiiinn 



Kevin Quinn 

•Janel liamsey 

Robert liandolph 

Dick R.ay 

Popcorn Rednion 

Barr\- Ringclheim 

Paul Robinson 

Isabelle Rojowski 

Scoll Roleson 

R)berl and Kalhy Russell 

Steve Russell 

Arnold Rulkin 

.Joyce Schargorodski 

Fred Schmidt 

Don Scoggin 

Deborah and Larr>- Selk 

Leida Sheldon 

LawTence Sherman 

Loien Sherman 

Thomas and Bart Shipley 

Frank Siebenaler 

.Jay Singer 

" Kenneth Skilling 

Skoble & Ix'vins 

Thomas Slater 

AUxM-l Smith 

Clyde Smith 

■ )eri-\- Smith 

.lacqueline Spies 

l^wrence .Stein 

Jim Sleveson 

(ireg Stidliam 

Robert Slien 

Gary Stogsdill 

.John Talerico 

Richard Tanson 

Jiiines Taylor 

Robert Teague 

Douglas and Jane Thayer 

Peter TheciauU 

Ivcnard Thicklin 

Mark Thomasson 

Danielle Thu 

Tommy and C\ nlhia Tindall 

~ William Toto 

Douglas Trebtoske 

Charles Tucker 

John Turbeville 

Barbar I'lhand 

Delmrah Verderaime 

\*irginia Volk 

Har\'ey Walden 

Thomas Waldrep 

Ivy Walker 
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Welfare Reform, Support and 
Visitation Grants Proposed 



Welfare reform and financial child support 
legislation are high on the agenda in 
Washington, as Congress considers proposals to 
limit welfare and provide new support enforce- 
ment mechanisms. 

There is bipartisan support on Capitol Hill to 
provide time limits (generally two years) on 
how k.ng recipients can receive welfare, and to 
provide additional financial child support 
enforcement mechanisms. 

One of the most comprehensive bills, pre- 
pared by the Clinton Administration following 
hearings on welfare reform and child support 
around the country, was introduced by leading 
Democrats in the House and Senate on June 
21. 1994. 

The 464-page bill (H.R. 4605 in the House 
and S. 2224 in the Senate) contains a small pro- 
\ision for access (\isitation) grants (see below), 
but its main focus is on welfare reform end 
child support. The bill would 
for welfare 

* impose a two-year lifetime limit on benefits 
to recipients of Aid to Families with Dependent 
Children (AFDC) for most able-bodied adult 
recipients bom aft;er 1971; 

* impose work/study/training requirements, 
in the progi-am of Job Opportunities and Basic 
Skills (JOBS), on mothers with no child below 
age 1 (lowering the age threshold 2 years); 

increase federal funding for the JOBS pro- 
gi"am; 

require states, with federal matching 
funds, to create a program of subsidized jobs 
called WORK ihv those without private jobs at 
the end of their two-vear limit; 



require unwed minor mothers to live at 
home in order to receive AFDC; 

* permit states to deny benefits for a new 
baby born to an AFDC mother. 

for financial child support 

* require states to establish paternity for all 
non-married parents in hospital or as soon 
thereafter as possible; 

* require mothers applying for AFDC to pro- 
vide verifiable information about the father 
except for "good cause" exceptions; 

* provide outreach and public education pro- 
grams on voluntary paternity establishment; 

* require universal automatic, periodic 
administrative updating of all support awards; 

* establish a National Commission on Child 
Support Guidelines to study the desirability of 
a uniform national child support guideline; 

establish automation and mass case pro- 
cessing, relying on one centralized automated 
system in each state for the collection and dis- 
tribution of payments; 

* establish a federal National Clearinghouse, 
composed of an expanded Federal Parent 
Locator Service, a National Child Support 
Registry and a National Directory of New 
Hires, to enforce interstate location and 
enforcement; 

* mandatoi7 restrictions in states on profes- 
sional, occupational and drivers licenses for 
delinquent support payors; 

" attachment of public and private retire- 
ment funds; 

child support assurance demonsti'ation 
projects. 

Continued on page 3 
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nizations: G.R.LN.S. (Grandparent Rights 
in New Strength!; Mothers Without 
Custody (MW/OC), and the Stepfamily 
Association of America (SAA). Kids 
Express, a monthly newsletter for and 

Jim Cook. President 
Joint Custody Association 
Los Angeles. California 

"Dear Abby" 

I Abigail Van Buren i 

I/)S Angeles. California 

Honorable Dennis DcConcini 
L'.S. Senator. Arizona 

Karen DcCrow 

Former President of N.O.W. 

Janiesville. New York 

Elliott H. Diamond 
Co-Founder. CRC 
Reston. Virginia 

Phyllis Dillcr. (Comedienne 
l/)s Angeles. California 

Meyer Elkin. Co-Founder 

As.-;ociation of Family & Conciliaiion Courts 

Beverly Hills. California 

Warren FniTcll. Ph.D.. Author 
former Member of the Board of 
Directors. New York City N.O.W. 
Leucadia. Caliliirnin 

Lany Gaughiui. Professional Director 
Fiimily Mediation of (ireater 
Washington. D.C. 

Jonathan M. (loodson. President 
Mark Oood.son Productions 
Los Angeles. Califbrnin 

Ronald T. Ila.skins. Ph.D.. A.ssociate 
Director. Bush Institute for Child and 
Fainilv Policy. C of NC. Chapel Hill 0H7K-H.-,i 



CRC is a member ( Number 1513) of 




CHILDREN'S 
CHARITIES 
of AMERICA 



about children, is also affiliated with 
CRC. 

Prominent professionals in the fields 
of religion, law, social work, psychology, 
child care, education, business and gov- 
ernment comprise our Advisory Panel. 

For further information about mem- 
bership, publications, cassettes, catalog 
and services, write: CRC, 220 T' Street 
N.E., Suite 230, Washington, D.C. 
20002. or phone (202) 547-6227. Our fax 
number is (202) 546-4CRC (4272). 

Speak Out for Children is published 
four times a year and is sent free to 
members. Library rate: $20.00 a year. 
Send letters, comments and articles for 
publication to Editor, CRC. 

Jennifer Isham. President 
Mothers Without custody i MVV/OC i 
Ci-ystal Lake. Illinois 



Joan Berlin Kelly. Ph.D. 
Executive Director 

Northern California Mediation ('enter 

Elisabeth Kublor-Ro.ss. M I). 
Author. Psychiatrist 
Head Waters. Virginia 

\'icki Lan.sky. Autbor'Columnist 
Deephaven. Minnesoui 

James Levine. The Fatherhood Project 
The Family and Work Institute 
New York. New York 

Dr. Carl H. Mau.Jr. 
(rt'iieral Secretary ( 19V4-Srii 
Lutheran World Federation 
Cfcneva. Switzerland 

John Money. Ph.D. Professor of 
Medic'il P.sycbology and Pediatric- 
Johns Hopkins Unlvenuty and Hospital 
Baltimore. Manland 

Kevin Kicker. President 
Stepfamily Association of Aniei ica 
Lincoln. Nebraska 

Linda Sailori. publisher 
Kids Express 
Liltlelon. Color.ido 

Debbie StaU'iiow 
Slate Senate. Michigan 



About CRC 



2 Si'i-:.\K Orr h'tiii ('iiii.niii:\ Siinuurr/Fall l!H)l 

.1(15 



Welfare Reform 

Continued from page 1 

In describing the new bill, Mar>' Jo 
Bane, Assistant Secretary of Health 
and Human Services (HHS) said 
"Welfare reform must give people 
back the dignity and control that 
comes from work and independence. 
Our new vision is aimed at helping 
people regain the means of support- 
ing themselves.. .and their families." 

Republicans in Congress have said 
that the Clinton bill does not go far 
enough to truly reform welfare, but 
there is bipartisan support for the 
child support proposals. 

Visitation Grants 

The Clinton bill authorizes, in 
Section 691, access/visitation pro- 
grams of $5 million each for the years 
1996 and 1997, and $10 million for 
each succeeding year. The money 
would enable states to help "'absent" 
parents obtain access/visitation to 
their children through "mediation 
(both voluntary and mandatory), 
counseling, education, development of 
parenting plans, visitation enforce- 
ment (including monitoring, supei-vi- 
sion and neutral drop-off and pick-up) 
and development of guidelines for vis- 
itation and alternative custody 
aiTangements." 

The Clinton Administration had 
originally considered requesting $135 
million for this program, but reduced 
it to the above figures. 

The bill also provides that failure 
to pay support is not a defense to 
denial of visitation, and denial of visi- 
tation is not a defense to not paying 
support. 

Order copies of the bills from the 
local office of your House member or 
Senator. 

CRC's View 

CRC and various other groups 
have weighed in with a solution that 
echoes many of the welfare proposals 
recommended by the Clinton 
Administration, but which would go 
even further towards welfare reform. 

The "Children's Welfare Act of 
l.'?94" proposed by these groups notes 
that: 

Welfare programs, originally 
intended to provide temporary eco- 



nomic sustenance- to individuals 
while they seek to enter the work- 
force, have fallen short of this goal; 
this leaves them and their dependent 
children in poverty; 

* The failure to escape poverty per- 
sists through generations, as children 
of welfare families go onto welfare 
rolls as adults, resulting in needless 
waste of human potential as well as 
ecciiomic and other costs to society; 

Current welfare provisions lack 
measuies that would assist in the 
elimination of intergeoerational wel- 
fare dependence, and encourage such 
dependency by ignoring <,he availabil- 
ity of non-welfare alternatives for 
dependent children. 

The proposed act says "It is there- 
fore in the public interest to amend 
the welfare laws to eliminate the 
encouragement of intergenerational 
welfare dependency and to promote 
the placement of children in non-wel- 
fare environments more conducive to 
an economically and socially produc- 
tive adulthood." 

Thp; bill would require individuals 
seeking welfare in vol sing dependent 
children under age 18 to certify that 
there are no relatives of the children 
who are willing to provide for the 
child's needs. 

The administrator of this "kinship 
care" proposal would have to certify, 
after undertaking diligent efforts, 
that there are no relatives of the 
child who are fit and willing to pro- 
vide for the needs of the child (or 
assume custody) without resort to 
welfare dependency. 

The act provides that "An appli- 
cant's preference for welfare pay- 
ments rather than family assistance 
shall not be a basis for granting wel- 
fare eligibility unless the administra- 
tor (or agency or other appropriate 
official) has certified, after making 
diligent investigation, that family 
assistance will be detrimental to the 
safety of the child." 

Copies of the 10 page analysis of 
the welfare situation, including the 
one page "Children's Welfare Act of 
1994". which has been distributed to 
all members of Congress by CRC. are 
available free to CRC members and 
$3 to non-members, provided you 
enclose a soir-iiddressed stamped 
envelope. 



Heavily Weighted 

CRC supports the welfare provi- 
sions, and the access/visitation provi- 
sions, but finds that the legislation as 
a whole is still heavily weighted in 
favor of support enforcement mecha- 
nisms, without balancing provisions 
that would encourage payment, and 
that would encourage involvement by 
both parents in children's lives. 

CRC President David L. Levy testi- 
fied before a House committee in 
June that current policies are worsen- 
ing the problem for children. 

CRC's pof.ition is based partly on 
the following: 

* "From a federal budget perspec- 
tive. Child Support Enforcement is an 
expensive disappointment," states a 
report issued in June, 1992 by 
Republican House members E. Clay 
Shaw, Nancy L. Johnson and Fred 
Grandy. 

* A report pro\'ided by the General 
Accounting Office at the request of 
Congresswomen Marge Roukema and 
Barbara Kennelly and Senator Bill 
Bradley, released January 9, 1992, 
stated that 66 percent of mothers 
with a child support award who did 
not receive payment from the fathers 
say it is because the fathers were 
unable to pay. This data is not reflect- 
ed in the legislation. 

Levy told the Committee that CRC 
is the most pro-child support organi- 
zation in the country, because CRC 
favors programs that work. 

CRC's view is that access to one's 
children is child support enforcement, 
because Census Bureau data shows 
that access increases support compli- 
ance. Similarly, mediation is child 
support enforcement, and downv/ard 
modification of child support orders is 
child support enforcement (because it 
allows a parent who has lost a job to 
pay something, albeit less than 
before, rather than go to jail because 
of inability to pay what the court 
"imputes" his income to be. and. in 
jail, pays nothing). 

CRC also views parenting educa- 
tion as child support enforcement, 
access/visitation counselling as child 
support enforcement, and parentage 
establishment (see above) as child 
support enforcement. 

Continued on page 16 
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Letters to the Editor 

Editor: 

While standing on the steps of the 
Lincoln Memorial for the Candlelight 
Vigil at CRC's Conference, very sud- 
denly it dawned on me that two of my 
grandchildren were being recognized. 
It has been more than four years since 
they have been denied access to their 
father; and more than two years since 
they have been denied access to me 
(their grandmother) and other mem- 
bers of our family. Thank you, CRC. 
for the annual Candlelight Vigil on 
behalf of the 6,600,000 children being 
denied access to their non-custodial 
parents by the custodial parents. 

Betty Duffey 
Niles, IL 

Note: Ms. Duffey's case is described in 
detail in "Issues in Child Abuse Accu- 
sations." Vol. 5, No. 2, Spring, 1993. pub- 
lished by The Institute for Psychological 
Therapies. Northfield, MN). 

Next CRC Conference 
March 29-April 2, 1995 

CRC's Ninth National Conference 
will take place March 29 through 
April 2, 1995 at the Holiday Inn, 
Bethesda, Maryland, the same site as 
the 1993 and 1994 conferences. 

The theme of the conference is 
"Children First." This is the phrase 
that appears on a sign over the office 
of David Gray Ross, the director of 
the Office of Child Support 
Enforcement. U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services (HHS). 
Roger Doeren, CRC coordinator in 
Kansas/Missouri, was credited by 
Ross, at a meeting of the Kansas/ 
Missouri Child Support Enforcement 
Association in June. 1994, as the first 
person to give him a "Children First" 
lapel pin. This gave Ross the idea of 
putting the "Children First" sign over 
his door. Doeren obtained the pins 
from Mark Riley of the Child Welfare 
League of America (the pins are also 
available from the CRV catalogue for 
$5.00 each). 

The 1995 conference will include a 
Capitol Hill Symposium, candlelight 
vigil at the Lincoln Memorial, and 



Book a'nd Alithor Luncheon. 
Representatives Harold Ford (D-TN) 
and Matthew Martinez (D-CA), two 
House subcommittee chairmen who 
are working on welfare reform and 
financial child support issues, and 
Rep. Albert Wynn (D-MD), a member 
of the Congressional Black Caucus, 
have been invited to speak to the 
Capitol Hill Symposium. 

Attorney General Janet Reno and 
other members of the Clinton 
Administration have also been inWt- 
ed to speak. Other speakers expected 
at the conference are: 




Clawar and Rivlin 



* Stanley S. Clawar and Brynne 
Rivlin, authors of "Children Held 
Hostage: Dealing with Progi-ammed 
and Brainwashed Children," who 
been asked to present points from 
their book that they did not have time 
to do at the 1994 conference; 

* Sanford Braver, Ph.D., federally 
funded researcher, who has written 
on the intimate connection between 
financial child support and the con- 
trol a parent has over a child's 
upbringing, who is expected to have 
results of new research available for 
presentation at the conference. 

Warren Farrell, author and lec- 
turer, who expects to publish a new 
book on custody in 1995. 

Awards Time Again 

At its 1995 conference, CRC will 
present the annual Chief Justice 
Warren E. Burger awards for 
"Healer<" iimong lawyers, judges and 
others, ^md its annual Media Awards 
and Active Parenting Awards. The 
awards consist of engraved plaques. 
Nominations should be received hy 
Februai-y 1. 1995. 

A "Healer" might be: 

■■■ a judge who takes tlie lead in 
promoting joint custody (shared par- 
enting); 



* an attorney with a professional 
track record of promoting a child's 
access to two parents and others who 
have bonded with the child. 

For Media Awards, possible con- 
tenders are: 

■■■ best treatment of children and 
parents of divorce in the news media 
(including newspapers, magazines, 
TV and radio coverage ); 

best media coverage of a county 
agency that provides programs for 
teenage parents; 

* best TV series on abuse and false 
abuse charges. 

For Active Parenting, possible con- 
tenders are: 

* programs that help with family 
formation and family preser\'ation; 

* programs that help parents do 
better parenting in the event of 
divorce. 

Send "Healer" award nominations to: 
Carla A. Goodwin, M.Ed 
Certified Educational Psychologist 
920 Washington Street 
South Easton, MA 02375 
(508)238-3722 

Send "Best in Media" award nomi- 
nations to: 

James Morning, coordinator; 
CRC of Delaware 
P.O. Box 182 
Bethel, DE 19931 
(302)629-3810 

Send "Active Parenting" nomina- 
tions to 

Eric Anderson 
12103 Scribe Drive 
Austin, TX 78759 

CRC Guideline Available 

The child support guideline pre- 
pared by CRC that is based on a child 
having two parents was released by 
the federal government in August, 
1994. 

This marks the first time that the 
federal government has ever distrib- 
uted a guideline that takes into 
account the direct expenditures on a 
child by the non-custodial parent. 

To obtain a copy of the federal pub- 
lication, phone (202) 401-9383. which 

Continued on page 13 
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1994 Conference Drew 
Wide Support 

About 300 people attended CRC's 
Ninth National Conference April 13- 
17, 1994. Speakers included: 

* William A. Galston, 
assistant White House 
Domestic Policy Advisor. 
Galston, who has met 
with representatives of 
CRC, advocates for acad- 
Gaiston gmics, fathers, and other 
individuals and organizations several 
times in the White House in the past 
year, spoke of the need to include 
non-custodial parent representatives 
in family policy deliberations on the 
federal level. He said that marriage 
must be the policy goal in the United 
States, but that if parents are not 
married, both fathers and mothers 
should be encouraged to be part of 
their children's lives. 

David Gray Ross, the 
new head of the Office of 
Child Support Enforce- 
ment in the U.S. Depart- 
ment of Health and 
Human Services. Ross 
said failure to pay child 
support is a crime, but stressed "it is 
equally serious not to involve both 
parents in children's lives. A father is 
much more than a sperm donor and a 
pocketbook. Fathers and grandpar- 
ents' participation is crucial for mak- 
ing children's lives better." Figures 
also show that involved fathers are 
better support payers, he noted. 

He said effoi-ts are underway to 
"demilitarize" and render gender neu - 
tral the office's published materials, 
and to stress that mothers as well as 
fathers have a duty to support. 
Restating his longtime strong support 
for joint custody and mediation as a 
former judge in Maryland for more 
than 20 years, he said "we don't need 
so many lawyers c'.i-iving the .system" 
In visitation and custody proceedings. 
"They can make things murky, and 
ai-e not needed." 

■■■ Sanford Braver. Ph.D., a federal- 
ly fundi'd researcher and psychologv- 
professor at Arizona State University, 
said liis research shows that the 
major cause of fathers' loss of intiTi-st 




Ross 



and failure to pay child support stems 
from their sense of a lack of control 
and from being excluded from sharing 
with mothers in the child-rearing 
process. 

"Fat'ners feel a sense of disenfran- 
chi^ement, disenipowerment, and the 
threat that they have no input into 
how their children are raised. They 
feel, in effect, as parents without chil- 
dren. When this happens, a with- 
drawal from the obligations of parent- 
hood, financial support, and emotion- 
al relationship tends to follow. The 
issue is not that such fathers are in-e- 
sponsible, but that they are thwarted 
in exercising responsibility." 

The implications of the findings, he 
said, are that joint legal custody and 
non-adversarial techniques such as 
mediation encourage payment of sup- 
port. 

"Rather than an adversarial pro- 
cess, we need a much more human- 
centered approach which will improve 
contact of fathers and children, mutu- 
ally benefitting both," he said. 

Other Speakers Included 

Melinda Blau, author of the new 
1994 book entitled "Families Apart: 
10 Keys to Successful Co-Parenting," 
who spoke of the need to improve 
shared parenting in America; 

Stanley E. Clawar and Bi-ynne V. 
Rivlin, authors of "Children Held 
Hostage: Dealing with Programmed 
and Brainwashed Children," a book 
published by the American Bar 
Association's Section on Family Law; 

Michael Lamb, Ph.D., National 
Institutes of Child and Adolescent 
Psychiatiy, who spoke on child sexual 
abuse; 

* Richard Gardner, M.D., who 
spoke on "Proposed Amendments in 
the 1974 Child Abuse Reporting Law" 
and "Follow-up studies of non-abused 
children who were programmed to 
believe that they were sexually 
abused: the creation of new categories 
of p.sych' -It ric disturbance"; 

'■■ Dick Woods, administratoi- of the 
$300,000 Iowa Access Grant, who 
gave a pre-conforence training ses- 
sion for persons who wish to liecomi' 
access i visitation) counsellors in their 
states. 



Constance Ahrons, who had been 
scheduled to speak, was unable to do 
so because of illness. 

Awards Presented 
at Conference 

At the conference, CRC presented 
Chief Justice Warren E. Burger 
"Healer" awards, "Best in Media" 
awards, "Parenting" awards, and 
other citations. 

Winners of "Healer" Awards 

* David Arnaudo, of the Office of 
Child Support Enforcement, U.S. 
Department of Health and Human 
Services, Washington, D.C. "for his 
commitment to developing new proce- 
dures to broaden participation in the 
federal child support system." 
Arnaudo is a career civil servant who 
administers the access/visitation 
gi'ants to the states. 

* William A. Galston, assistant 
domestic policy advisor. The White 
House, "for leadership in renewing 
the recognition of the needs of chil- 
dren for two parents." Galston has 
been the leading Clinton Admin- 
istration official to include non-custo- 
dial parents and academics who favor 
a child's right to two parents in the 
formulation of family policies; 

Suzy Yehl Marta, founder of 
Rainbows (formerly known as 
Rainbows for All God's Children), 
Schaumberg, Illinois, "for providing 
peer-support for thousands of chil- 
dren of divorce" in Rainbows pro- 
grams around the counti-y; 

Elizabeth McGonagle, founder of 
the Banana Splits Program, Ballston 
Spa, New York; "for providing peer- 
support for thousands of children of 
divorce" in school districts around the 
country; 

Richard Curtis, Los Angeles 
Superior Court, "for strong efforts in 
edi"'ating parents of the needs of chil- 
dren during divorce"; 

Judge Woodrovv Lewis, Jr., Vir- 
ginia Beach Juvenile and Domestic 
Court, "for the extraordinary time 
and effort shown to litigants in deal- 
ing with the >>^sues affecting families"; 

Continued on page 6 
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* Cornelius Hogan, Secretary of 
the Agency of Human Services, 
Vermont, "for his innovative and con- 
tinued efforts on behalf of a child's 
right to two parents"; 

* Mickey James, Wyandotte Coun- 
ty District Court, Kansas, "for devel- 
opment of programs to assist families 
in the process of divorce," particularly 
the 2-hour parenting class that 
judges require all separating parents 
in Wyandotte County to attend. 

Arnaudo, Galston, Curtis, Lewis, 
Hogan and James received their 
awards (engi-aved plaques) in person. 

Winners of "Best in Media" 
Awards 

* Ellen McVay, of WT\T Channel 
13 Tampa, Florida, for her two-part 
program "Children of Divorce" aired 
in November, 1993, that showed how 
parents can cooperate more for the 
sake of their children; 

* Rebecca Chase ABC-TV, for the 
segment on Acces.sA^isitation, aired 
August 18. 1993, as part of ABC World 
News, the American Agenda. The 
program focused on access/visitation 
in Iowa, and the members of Dick 
Woods's irastody reform organization; 

Ajidrea Neal of the Indianapolis 
Star, for her many columns and sto- 
ries that reflect on a need of children 
for two parents; 

* Robin Williams and Marsha 
Williams, Los Angeles, California, for 
the film, "Mrs. Doubtfire" which dem- 
onstrated the longing children have 
for their fathers as well as their 
mothers 

* Doug Supernaw, dad and country 
music star, for his efforts on behalf of 
children and the Children's Rights 
Council; 

■■ D wight Twilley. dad and pop 
music singer, foi- his efforts on behalf 
of children and the Children's Rights 
Council 

Neal, Supernaw and Twilley 
received their awards in person. 

Winners of "Parenting" Awards 

Elizabeth Hickey, M.S.W., Direc- 
tor, Mediation and Divorce Center in 
Salt Lake City, for her outstanding 
work developing and managing 



Utah's Mandatory Divorce Education 
Program; 

Phoebe Snover Prosky, Director, 
Center for Awareness of Pattern, 
Freeport, Maine, for the program. 
"The Family After Divorce: Restoring 
the Family Fabric " that helps chil- 
dren and families of divorce 

Hickey and Prcsky received their 
awards in person. 

Winner of The Cici Simon 
Memorial award 

(given to an individual or organiza- 
tion that work& to improve the quali- 
ty of mental health testimony in child 
custody cases ) 

* Richard A. Gardner. M.D., 
Cresskill, New Jersey, clinical profes- 
sor of child psychiatry, Columbia Uni- 
versity, for focusing national attention 
on the subjectivity of mental health 
testimony in child custody cases. 

Thanl< You! 

CRC thanks those who made the 
conference a success. They include 
Heather Campbell, conference coordi- 
nator; Barbara Alexander, Louis 
Andei'son, Reba Barnes, Howard "Doc" 
Bladen of Bladen Lithographies, Linda 
Clarke, Gary Cowardin, Charles 
Davis, Cindy and Michael Ewing, Ron 
Henry, Ellen and Diana Levy, Deanne 
Mechling, Stuart Miller, Ed Mudrak, 
Lynn Nesbitt, Roy Nolan, Do Ngoyun, 
Michael L. Oddenino, John Park, Paul 
Robinson, Brent Sandbak. Chuck and 
Donna Stewart (who come from 
Colorado each year to run the book- 
fair), LaJuan Sykes, Bob Vinik. 

More Conference news will appear 
in the next issue. 

Commission Awaits Appointees 

Twelve of the 15 positions on the 
Commission on Child Welfare have 
been filled, but because President 
Clinton has not named his three 
appointees, the Commission cannot 
start its work. The national commis- 
sion will study acces.s/visitation prob- 
lems and other child-related ii'..ues. 
Two of the Commissioners named by 
House Speaker Foley are John 
(luidubaldi. Ph.D., a nationally 
known researcher on children of 
divorce from Kent State, Ohio, and 
Bill Harrington, president of the 
American Fathers Coalition (AFC). 



CRC asks you to write to the 
President, urging the appointment of 
James A. Cook, president of the Joint 
Custody Association; Dick Woods, 
administrator of the $300,000 Iowa 
access grant; Karen DeCrow, former 
national president of N.O.W., or Ron 
Henry, Washington, D.C. attorney. 



Big Red Boat Goes to Bahamas 

Come join the Children's Right's 
Council's first "family cruise," a 4- 
night Bahamas cruise on 'The Big 
Red Boat," the ship "Oceanic", 
Monday to Friday. August 7-11, 
1995. The ship will leave Port 
Canaveral in Florida, and visit 
Nassau (the Bahamas) on 
Wednesday, August 9. A special low 
price has been airanged for CRC of 
$489 to $599 per passenger, depend- 
ing on whether the cabin is inside or 
outside. The third and fourth pas- 
sengers sharing in the same cabin 
pay only $265.00 regardless of age. 
Rates include raeals, entertainment 
and activities. For additional infor- 
mation or reservations, phone 
Adventures At Sea Travel, 1-800- 
852-2009, and ask about the 
Children's Rights Council trip. CRC 
receives a portion of each reservation. 



IT LOOKS LIKE ANOTHER 
CREDIT CARD TO YOU, BUT 
IT'S A DONATION FOR US 




Every time you use your CRC card, the 
CRC receives a contribution at no extra 
cost to you. In addition, here a-e some of 
the valuable benefits you will enjoy: 

• A special 1 5.9% variable Annual Per- 
centage Rate (APR).t 

• Issued free of an annual fee the tirst 
year, and just $40 for the Visa® Gold 
card and $20 for the Visa® Classic 
card each year thereafter. 

APPLY 

TODAY! 1-800-847-7378, ext. 400 

Please be sure to use this priority code when 
calling: LYRF 

tTrrin&actton tee (or bank diid ATM cash advances 2'=o ol 
each cash advance S2 minimum $25 Maximum MBNA 
America is n (edornlly registered Service Mark ot MBNA 
Amuiica Bank, NA Visa is .i ledefaliy registered Service 
Mark oi Visa U G.A . Inc used pursuant to license 
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President Clinton Sends Messsige to Candlelight Vigil 




President Clinton 



"I am proud to stand with you 
all of you in your compassionate 
efforts to advance the needs of 
America's youth," President Clin- 
ton said in a message to CRC's 
Candlelight Vigil at the Lincoln 
Memorial, as part of CRC's Ninth 
National Conference. 

More than 300 people heard 
the President's message as it was 
read below the statue of Lincoln 
by Travis Ballard. The President's 
message is reproduced at the 
right. 

The vigil served to acknowledge the 6,600,000 children 
estimated to have difficulty in obtaining access to their 
non-custodial parents. Legislatures and the courts provide 
few incentives to encourage this accessAnsitation/ parent- 
ing time, in CRC's view. 

The main speaker at the Vigil was Sonny Burmeister, 
CRC coordinator in Georgia, who said that over the last 30 
years, researchers have learned that a child's healthy soci- 
ological and psychological adjustment to the divorce or 
separation of his or her parents is predicated on two fac- 
tors: insuring that the child will not lose either parent as a 
result of the divorce or separation, and minimizing the 
conflict between the parents during and after the separa- 
tion or divorce. 

"Yet what our society does is just the opposite. Our 
legal and judicial system 'shorts' one parent, declaring a 
vvinner and a loser, and instead of minimizing conflict, we 
pour gasoline on those parents' hot coals of strife, throw- 
ing them into the meanest, cruelest, most destructive 
adversarial process which we as a society have labelled as 
'justice.' It is time for us to call it for what it is — a child 
suffering industry which promotes destruction and the 
waste of emotional, spiritual, financial and physical 
resources of that family in ciisis. 

"While some children of single parents will adjust and 
succeed, the simple reality is that a child gi-owing up in a 
single parent household is 5009^ more likely to be "at risk" 
than a child from a two-parent intact family. The statii5tics 
are abundantly clear — 90'.^ of homeless and runaway chil- 
dren, 85'~/f of youths incarcerated in juvenile jails, 757^ of 
adolescent parents at chemical abuse centers, of all 
high school dropouts. 70'f of teenage pregnancies, 63*^/ of 
youth suicides, and 48'; of child abuse, occurs in .sole cus- 
tody or single parent households. 

"Our -ocial policy for too long has been to remove 
healthy, uving, nurturing adults from our children's sup- 
porting network of adults.. ..promote the destruction of 
families, prevent or discourage the formation of families, 
and foster the severing of parent/child relationships. 
America today, in our children and our society itself, is 
paying the price for this insanity." 

Dwight Twilley, author of "Questions from Dad" said 
that the major problems of the woi'ld are not going to bo 
.solved until people realize that children are our greatest 
asset. 

Cindv Kwing, CRC coordinator in Virginia, chaired the 
Vigil. 



TKE WHITE MOfSE 

WASHINGTON 

April II, J!<S4 



Warm greetings to everyone gathered at t.he Lincoln Memcrial 
for tt-.is year's Candlf.light Vigil, hosted by the Children's Rights 
Counrii . I am proud to stand with all of you in yoi;r compassionate- 
efforts to advance '■•le needs of America's youth. 

Our children are our nation's most precious resource and 
our most profound responsibility. Only when our young people 
are provided with the best care possible can we truly say that 
we are prepared for the challenges of the twenty-first century. 
Unfortunately, too many of our children suffer t.-.e horrors of 
abuse or neglect, and their chances to lead full and happy lives 
are conprorr.ised 

I am pleased that the members of the Children's Rights Council 
remain comm.itted to providing hope and encouragement for young 
people. Though we have made great strides in the last year, 
increasing America's investments in programs that serve children 
and families, we have much yet to accomplish. We must continue 
our work to reform our education and health care system.s, tc end 
neighborhood and domestic violence, and to strengthen America's 
families so that all children receive the love and s-tipport they 
deserve. Each of you plays a vital role in this important goal, 
and : commend -you for helping tc ensure a safe, healthy environment 
for America's youth. Yo'jr involvement is a s.hining example of 
leadership and compassion for all those whose lives you've touched. 

Hillary :)ciris me in extending best wishes fc: a memorable 
ceremon\' . 



The estimated number of children whose access (visi- 
tation) to a non-custodial parent is interfered with by a 
custodial parent are listed below. Conference attendees 
read the numbers below, out loud, during the ceremony. 



State. .. .Number of Children 

Alabama 115,000 

Alaska 10,000 

Arizona 69,000 

California 700,000 

Colorado 85,000 

Connecticut 90,000 

Delaware 16,500 

Dist. of Columbia . .18,000 

Florida 298.000 

Georgia 161,000 

Hawaii 28,000 

Idaho 27,000 

Illinois 336,000 

Indiana 162,000 

Iowa 85.000 

Kansas 68,000 

Kentucky 100,500 

Louisiana 123.000 

Maine 33,000 

Maryland 123.000 

Mas.sachu.setts . . .185,000 

Michigan 270,000 

Minnesota 119,000 

Mississippi 74,000 

Missouri '. 114,000 



Montana 22,500 

Nebraska 46,000 

Nevada 22,000 

New Hampshire . . .27,000 

New Jersey 216,000 

New Mexico 39,000 

New York 518,000 

North Carolina . . .172,000 

North Dakota 18,000 

Ohio 216.000 

Oklahoma 89,000 

Oregon 83,000 

Pennsylvania . . . .349,000 

Rhode Island 27,000 

South Carolina . . . .99.000 

South Dakota 19,000 

Tennessee 135,000 

Texas 419,000 

Utah 45,000 

Vermont 15,000 

Virginia 157,000 

Wa.shington 122,000 

West Virginia 56,500 

Wisconsin 135.000 

Wyoming 13,500 
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Around the Country 



Ross Urges Focus on Carrots, 
Not Just Sticks 

It is very destructive to call non- 
custodial parents deadbeats, David 
Ross said in a series of talks and 
meetings he held with child support 
staff and judges across the country in 
May and June. 

Ross, appointed by President 
Clinton as the nation's top child sup- 
port boss in Febmarj', 1994, held the 
meetings to get acquainted with some 
of the 43,000 people employed by the 
federal Office of Child Support 
Enforcement (OCSE), which is a part 
of HHS (the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Semces). 

Ross said at the various meetings, 
attended by judges as well as child 
support staff, that America needs to 
be enforcing emotional/time sharing 
support as well as financial support. 

\\Tien we are enforcing only finan- 
cial support, we use the stick — but 
when we enforce access, we are focus- 
ing on the carrot, the incentives, said 
Ross. 

He pointed out Census Bureau sta- 
tistics that reveal that when parents 
have shared parental responsibility, 
they pay 909? of support, when par- 
ents have visitation (access), they pay 
79'~i of support, and when parents 
have neither shared parenting nor 
visitation, only 44. 5^^^ of support is 
paid. Child support enforcement 
agencies should scale down their 
enforcement side, said Ross, and 
build up their incentive side. 

(above obtained from attendees at 
the meetings!. 

A Hiccup in a Hurricane 

Nationally syndicated columnist 
Don Feder in a column of November 
17, 1993 says the crime bill in Con- 
gress will have "the impact of a 'hiccup 
in a hurricane,' because it, like other 
crime legislation over the years, fails 
to address the real reason for the 
"crime contagion"-fatherless families. 

"Nothing succeeds like failure," 
wrote Feder, who is distributed by 
Creatois Syndicate, "There are four 
times as many inmates today as 20 
years ago. During the same period, 
law enforcement expenditures 
increased sevenfold. Over 90 pei'cent 
of the guns used by criminals are 
obtained illegally, and thus beyond 
the purview of waiting periods, 
license laws and the like. 



"Public anxiety about crime isn't 
paranoia. The FBI estimates that 
839? of Americans will be victims at 
some point in their lives. From 1976 
to 1993, more of our citizens were 
murdered in their native land than 
died in Europe and in the Pacific dur- 
ing World War II. 

"But solutions, from both sid3s of 
the spectrum, ignore an essential 
reality. At the hea'-t of the crime 
problem lies a family crises. 
According to a study published in the 
Journal of Research in Crime and 
Delinquency, the best indicator of vio- 
lent crime in a community isn't race 
or income or employment but the pro- 
portion of fatherless families, 

"Today, 15 million children are 
growing up in households without 
fathers — collectively, they constitute 
fissionable material. The inner cities 
are already well past critical mass, 
with illegitimacy approaching 80 per- 
cent in some areas. 

'The Family Research Council pre- 
sents an impressive an'ay of data on 
the connection between fatherless 
families and crime. Studies of violent 
rapists (60% from single-parent 
households), adolescent murderers 
n2'7< with divorced or never-married 
mothers) and juveniles in long-term 
correctional facilities (709'? did not 
live with their fathers while gi-owing 
up.) 

"It's not just a black problem — not 
any more. Among whites, the illegiti- 
macy rate is 229^ ," 

(CRC notes that Feder aaks fathers 
to be there for their families, which is 
good, but he fails to note the many 
pushed away and thrownaway fathers, 
or to note the growing number of 
motherless households — that is, the 2 
million homes in which there is sole 
father custody. There are also mil- 
lions of homes which have a dei it in 
connections to gi'andparents and other 
members of the extended family ). 

False Charges of Abuse 

Claims of sexual abuse in child 
custody cases are false at least half 
the time, according to the experience 
of a majority of divorce lawyers who 
were polled on the subject. 

In a Wall Street Journal ailido in 
May, 1993, fifty-nine matrimonial 
specialists participated in the sun-ey 
conducted at the spring 1993 meeting 
of the American Bar Association's .sec- 



tion on family law in San Diego. 

Forty-three percent of those who 
had handled cases involving child 
sex-abuse allegations said such alle- 
gations were false "half the time," 25 
percent said they were false "most of 
the time," and 32 percent said they 
were "not often" false. The charges 
almost always were made by the 
mother, the lawyers said. 

Crime and Family Breakdown 

George B. Witmer, a senior fellow 
at the Indiana Policy Review 
Foundation, found a strong correla- 
tion between the rise in out-of-wed- 
lock births and crime in Indiana from 
1980 to 1990 in his study of FBI uni- 
form crime reports and state health 
and crime data. 

A story in the Indianapolis Star, 
June 13, 1994 said 

"Over the 30-year period, incidents 
of violent crime increased from 80 
annually per 100,000 Hoosiers to 474 
incidents annually per 100,000 in 
1990. During that time, births to 
unwed mothers rose from 40 per 
1.000 births to 240 per 1,000 births in 
1990 in 1990, Witmer's research 
shows. 

"Witmer said his study shows the 
rise in crime more closely tracks the 
rise in out of wedlock births and in 
Aid to Families with Dependent 
Children over 30 years than any 
other purported cause of crime, 
including poverty. 

"But Kenneth J. Falk, attorney for 
the Legal Services Organization of 
Indiana, believes some of the 
research's premises are flawed. 

"It is in many ways stereotyping a 
family to assume that because they 
are low-income or they are one-par- 
ent, that automatically leads to the 
breakdown of the family st,*ucture. 

"There are many, many families 
with just one parent who receive wel- 
fare who are able to instill excellent 
values in their children," Falk con- 
tended. 

"Witmer said he hoped his research, 
which was expected to be published 
in Indiana Policy Review in Summer, 
1994, will spur the legislature and 
Gov. Evan Bayh, to take a more radi- 
cal approach to reforming welfare." 

(CRC Note: Nothing in what Mr. 
Falk says contradicts Mr. Witmer's 
research findings — that is, there are 
always exceptions to the rulei. 
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Court Cases 



Third Party Win 
on False Memory 

Two therapists destroyed a 
father's life by implanting false mem- 
ories of child abuse in his daughter's 
mind, a jury ruled May 13, 1994, in 
Napa, California. The jurors awarded 
the father, former winery executive 
Gaiy Ramona, $500,000 in damages. 
Ramona had sued the two therapists 
and a hospital, saying their work 
with his daughter Holly had 
destroyed his family and cost him his 
$400,000 a year job. He had sought 
$8 million in damages but said he 
was satisfied with the verdict. 

It is the first known case in which 
a third party (that is, someone who is 
not a patient) has successfully sued a 
therapist for allegedly placing false 
memories of abuse in a person's 
mind. Jury foreman Thomas Dudum 
said the preponderance of the evi- 
dence in this civil action was Mr. 
Ramona had not abused his child 
many years earlier. 

Support Affected 
by Direct Expenditures 

Divorced parents who say they've 
been reduced to check writers may 
have more control of their money and 
their kids under a state appeals court 
decision handed down June 23, 1994. 

In what is believed to be a, land- 
mark decision, a three-judge appeals 
court i-uled that Princeton Township 
Administrator Jim Pascale can 
reduce his child support payments to 
his ex-wife to compensate for the 
money he spends when he's with his 
children. 

Pascale argued in the case that his 
ex-wife controls the $1,200 in child 
support he pays each month even 
though their three children spend as 
much time with him as with her. 

Pascale argued that when he feeds 
his 8 year old son and 10 year old 
twin girls dinner in his West Windsor 
townhouse, which he does three to 
four times a week, he's paying twice. 

"This is the '90's." he said. "Fathers 
arc more than banking institutions." 



Pascale's child support reduction 
will be determined at a hearing to be 
held in Family Court. 

The children's mother, however, 
has indicated she will appeal the deci- 
sion to the state Supreme Court. 

(Note: this decision is in accord 
v/ith the reasoning in the CRC Child 
Support Guideline being distributed 
by the federal government. Research 
also shows higher and more timely 
payments in joint custody, as well as 
the availability of more resources for 
the child then in the typical single- 
parent situation). 

The "Baby Richard" 
Adoption Case 

After the Illinois Supreme Court 
ordered that an adopted child known 
in the press as "Baby Richard" be 
returned to his birthparents, the 
Illinois legislature passed a bill to pro- 
vide expedited process for adoption. 
The legislature's aim was to prevent a 
recurrence of the "Baby Richard" case 
in which there had been a 3 1/2 year 
delay in legal proceedings. 

The 3-1/2 year delay was the result 
of "a conspiracy undertaken to deny 
the natural father any knowledge of 
his son's existence," said Illinois 
Supreme Court Justice James D. 
Heiple, in the court's decision, order- 
ing the child's return to the natural 
parents. 

'The purpose of adoption is to pro- 
vide a home for a child, not a child for 
a home," said Justice Heiple. Heiple 
accused the Illinois legislature, and 
Govemor Jim Edgar, of a "crass polit- 
ical move" in passing the legislation, 
with the goal of changing the 
Supi'eme Court's decision. 

"Both the governor and the mem- 
bers of the general assembly who sup- 
ported this bill, might be well advised 
to return to the classroom and take 
up civics 101," said Judge Heiple. 

According to news accounts, a 
social worker, the social worker's 
adoption attorney, and the prospec- 
tive adoptive parents convinced the 
mother to give birth to the child at a 



secret location, and to tell the father 
that the child had died at birth. The 
father learned of the deception on the 
57th day after the child was born, 
and immediately asserted his pater- 
nal rights. The father and mother 
later mamed, and both sought return 
of the child. 

The case is now being appealed to 
the U.S. Supreme Court by the adop- 
tive parents. 

In re the petition of John Doe and 
Jane Doe husband and wife, to adopt 
Baby boy Janikova (John Doe et al 
appellees, Otakar Kirchner, appel- 
lant), Docket No. 76063/Agenda 
19/March, 1994, Governor Edgar's 
request for a re-hearing denied July 

7, 1994, as reported in the Chicago 
Tribune and Chicago Sun-Times, July 

8. 1994. 

Parental Alienation 

A mother's conduct in encouraging 
her daughter to avoid contact with 
her father justifies immediate teiTni- 
nation of the father's child support 
obligation, the New York Family 
Court, Dutchess County, has decided. 
The court recognized that New York's 
Domestic Relations Law stipulates 
that one parent's interference with 
the other parent's visitation rights 
does not justify cancellation of child 
support arrears. However, the court 
said courts are not barred from sus- 
pending child support until the inter- 
ference abates. 

The court said that, since the 
divorce in 1986 (when the daughter 
was 6), the mother had "created an 
aura that over the years has made it 
difficult if not impossible for there to 
be a father-daughter relationship 
established." The father told the court 
that he had not seen his daughter 
since 1991, and that he had been 
denied telephone access also. 

In re Yost (Dourie); NY FamCT 
Dutchess Cty. NYU 5/20/94 
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Court Cases 

Continued from page 9 
Concealment of Child 

A custodial parent who for many 
years actively concealed a child from 
the non-custodial parent cannot sub- 
sequently collect child support arrear- 
ages for the period of concealment, 
the California Supreme Court ruled 
on May 9. The court's decision settled 
a conflict between lower courts in the 
state on the issue of whether there is 
a concealment defense to collection of 
arrearages. The case before the 
Supreme Court involved a couple who 
were divorced in 1960. 

According to the father, the mother 
almost immediately disappeared with 
the child, and from then until the 
child became an adult in 1979 the 
father had no way of making contact, 
nor was he asked to pay child support. 
In 1991, the mother sought payment 
of child support arrearages. The Su- 
preme Court agreed with the lower 
court that concealment of the child was 
a factor to consider, although it distin- 
guished between concealment and 
simple interference with visitation. 

The Supreme Court noted that the 
father had been unable to pay child 
support, since he did not know where 
the mother and child were, and that 
arrearages would not go to support 
the child, who was now an adult. 
"The custodial p)arent should not be 
allowed to make the payment impos- 
sible, then seek arrearages after the 
purpose of the judgment-payment of 
support for the benefit of the child 
has been defeated," the Supreme 
Court said. 

Damico v. Damico Calif SupCt, No. 
S033148, 5/9/94 

Consent to International Move 

A German citizen whose American 
wife left their home in Germany with 
their three children to \isit her par- 
ents in Massachusetts, and then 
decided not to retui'n to Germany 
with the children, is entitled to the 
immediate return of their children 
under the Hague Convention on 
International Child Abduction, the 
U.S. Di.strict Court for the District of 
Massachusetts held on April 15, 



1994. The' court rejected the wife's 
assertion that the father consented to 
the children's remaining in the U.S., 
during a period in which the parents 
attempted reconciliation. The court 
said the children were "habitually 
resident" in Germany, and that the 
father's agreement to the children 
staying in the U.S. while he attempt- 
ed a reconciliation should not be con- 
strued as an agreement to their stay- 
ing permanently, if a reconciliation 
was impossible. 

Wanninger v. Wanninger DC 
Mass, No. 94-30081, 4/15/94 

AFDC Reimbursement 

A father can be required to repay 
the state of Florida money paid to a 
mother under the Aid to Families 
with Dependent Children (AFDC). 
even though the divorce decree 
specifically provided that there would 
be no child support payments, the 
Alabama Supreme Court has I'uled. 
When the divorce took place in 1988, 
custody of the two children was split. 
The father obtained custody of an 
older daughter and the mother cus- 
tody of a younger daughter. The 
mother subsequently moved from 
Alabama to Florida with the younger 
daughter and for a period of time was 
paid AFDC benefits by Florida. 
Florida sought recovery of the bene- 
fits from the father through the 
Alabama courts. Alabama law says 
that a state agency caring for a child 
can obtain reimbursement from a 
parent only for the amount of support 
the parent is already required to pay. 
However, the Alabama Supreme 
Court said the fundamental right of a 
child to financial support could not be 
waived. The court was not persuaded 
that the father met his duties by sup- 
porting the older daughter. It said 
the father could be liable for repay- 
ment of the AFDC payments. 

Ex Parte Alabama ex rel. 
Summerlin: Ala SupCT, No. 192068, 
12/17/93 

Visitation Interference 
Warrants Custody Change 

A custodial mother's interference 
with the visitation rights of a child's 
father is an adequate ground for 
Continued on page 16 



The Views of Justice 
Rutli Bader Ginsburg 

Acceptance of full parental respon- 
sibility by men will make things gen- 
uinely equal for women, says 
Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg. "This is my dream of the 
way the world should be," presum- 
ably also because of the benefit to 
children, Ginsburg indicated in an 
interview in The New York Times, 
January 7, 1994. 

Some of the questions and answers 
in the interview were as follows: 

Q. An unprecedented step you've 
taken is agi-eeing to a flexible sched- 
ule for one of your law clerks. What 
made you decide to do that? 

A. You have in mind David Post. 
David clerked for me in the D.C. 
Circuit. I'm very grateful he was will- 
ing to come back to help me this first 
year. When I received his application 
for a clerkship several years ago, he 
explained he was attending 
Georgetown at night rather than in 
the day because his wife, an econo- 
mist, had a demanding job, so 'ne 
attended to the children in the morn- 
ing and early afternoon. 

I thought, "This is my dream of the 
way the world should be." When 
fathers take equal responsibility for 
the care of their children, that's when 
women will truly be liberated. I was 
so pleased to see that there are 
indeed men who are doing a parent's 
work, men who do not regard that as 
strange. 

People like David, I hope will be 
role models for other men who may 
be fearful they won't succeed in their 
profession if they spend time caring 
for their children, or are concerned 
thoy will be thought of as less than a 
man if family is of prime importance. 

More than anything else, I believe 
the acceptance of full parental 
responsibility by men will make 
things genuinely equal for women. 
Women will have tmly equal opportu- 
nity when men accept responsibility 
for raising children to the same 
extent that women do. Is that an 
impossible dream? I don't think so. 
The fact that there are people like 
David Post in the world encourages 
mo." 
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(CRC) 

Number 1513 
in the National Combined Federal Campaign 

We are a member of the Children's Charities of America (CCA). Look for CCA's 
listing in the front section of the CFC Brochure, then turn to the page given for 
CCA's meml)ers. We are numl>er 1513. 

YOU MUST DESIGNATE 1513 FOR CRC TO RECEIVE FUNDS. 

The Children's Rights Council works to assure that children of separation and divorce obtain 
as much emotional and financial support as children of intact marriages. 

Some of CRC's accomplishments: 

• Publicized findings that children with two parents generally have fewer problems with drugs 
and crime than children with only one parent. Proposed changes in attitudes and laws In 
order to encourage a child's bonding to two parents and extended family. 

• Provided the necessary data that led Congress to provide funds for the first Ume in history 
to unprove access (visitation) between children and their non-custodial parents. 

• Promoted the school-based "Banana Splits" program to help children of separation and 
divorce channel the transition in their lives into stronger academic achievement. 

• Award-winner ibr assisting a county outside Washington, D.C., (Prince George's, NiO) in 
hiring staff to improve bonding between children and their non-custodial parents. 

« Won a court case in Ohio upholding a joint custody (shared parenting) agreement approved 
in Florida between two parents that one of the parents sought to repudiate when the 
parents moved to Ohio. 

• Won a court case in New Jersey upholding a law that allows a Judge to gi\'e custody to 
Parent B if Parent A seeks to permanently remove the child to another state without 
sufficient reason. 

• Provided assistance to parents and professionals on how to get through the divorce process 
in the most peaceful, problem-free way, so as to take the stress out of divorce. Money that 
would be spent on battling between the pai-ents is available for the children. 

CRC only receives funds that you ncHially deslgnatel 

DESIGNATE NUMBER 1513 IN THE COMBINED FEDERAL CAMPAIGN. 

The Children's Rights Council is a national non-profit organization at 220 I St., NE #230, 
Washington, D.C. 20002-4362. Phone: 202/547-6227 FAX; 202/546-4272. To obtain a copy 
of our Catalog of Resources, Directory of Parenting Organizations, Anilialion Book, Annual 
Report, or latest audit, write or call CRC. Thank you. 

Please reproduce this flyer and distribute it anywhere in the U.S. to federal ofllccs, U.S. Post 
Offices, and military bases for the October nationwide^ federal charity campaign. 

All artwork trademarked or trademark pending, CRC 
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ALSO KNOWN AS 







CONTRIBUTE TO THE CHILDREN'S RIGHTSCOUNCIL (CRC) [ 



CRC works to strengthen families through education. We favor family formation and 
family preservation, but if families break up, or are never formed, we work to assure a 
child the frequent and continuing contact with two parents and extended family the child 
would normally have during marriage. Our motto is "The Best Parent is Both Parents." 

For the child's benefit, CRC favors parenting education before marriage, during 
marriage, and in the event of separation. We work to demilitarize divorce between parents 
who are involved in marital disputes, substituting conciliation and mediation for the 
adversarial process, and providing for fair financial child support. We also favor school- 
based programs for children at risk. 



There are several ways you can contribute to the Children's Rights Council: 



through the Combined Federal Campaign if you work for the federal 
government at any federal office, post office, or military base. CRC is listed as 
Number 1513 (the same number as last year) in the Children's Charities of 
America listing; 

if you work for the state governments in Florida, Maryland, New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, Virginia, and Wisconsin, where we are expected to be listed, 
because we arc recognized as charities in those states; 

in the Washington, D. C. and San Francisco Bay Area United Way campaigns, 
where we arc also listed as Number 1513; 

If you wish to contribute to CRC through a United Way in some other part of 
the country-, where we are not listed, please ask your employer if you can 
designate (write in) CRC; 

or if you wish to contribute directly to CRC, write to CRC, 220"!" Street, N.E., 
Suite 230, Washington, D.C. 20002. 



Contributions accepted on Visa, MC, or Discovery credit cards. 



All contributions are tax-deductible. 



CHILDREN FIRST! 



THANK YOU! 



To join, or for more information , call I-800-7H7-K1DS 



220 Eye Street N.E., Ste. 230, Washington, D.C. 20002-4362 Telephone (202) 547-6227 1 -800-787-KIDS 

Fax (202) 546-4CRC (4272) 
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SUPERVISED ACCESS (VISITATIONS PROVISIONS IMPROVED 

An initial reading of the crime bill recently signed into law 
indicates the Wellstone/Sabo provision has been improved. Supervised 
visitation is one of 14 programs that will have to vie for $90 million 
in funds over the next several years. Who can quality to run supervised 
visitation centers appears to be open — not restricted to domestic 
violence shelters as in the original bill. Funding for these programs 
will be decided in 1995, after which groups can apply for funds. 

There are other prevention programs in other parts of the crime bill 
involving mentoring, tutoring, etc. which your group might qualify for, 
in addition to running supervised visitation and neutral drop-off and 
pick-up centers. Call the local office of your Congressmember and ask 
for a copy of the crime bill, or consult the Congressional Record for 
either August 21 or August 25, 1994, where the crime bill is printed. 

Custody reform activists are a natural for funding. Combine your 
wide experience and non-profit group status to set up a supervised 
visitation center. For some of the materials you will need to set up 
such a program, send $10.00 for postage and handling to either CRC or 
Dick Woods, 3623 Douglas Ave., Des Moines, Iowa 50310. 

ACTION ALERT! ! ! ACTION ALERT! ! ! ACTION ALERT! ! ! 

Congressmembers are not getting enough letters from people who want 
balance and fairness in family law legislation. 
Write a letter such as the one below. 

Representative Senator 
U.S. House of Representatives U.S. Senate 

Washington, D.C. 20515 Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Representative Dear Senator 

Children need their parents! Non-custodial parents need jobs, 
access/visitation/parenting time enforcement, and more balance in family 
law legislation. 

Child support laws are causing billions of dollars of losses to the 
federal government (the states get incentives to collect support which 
the states use not to help children, but to build roads and bridges). 

General Accounting Office studies and Census Bureau studies say that 
both custodial and non-custodial parents are dissatisfied with the child 
support bureaucracy, and that the best way to ensure support payments 
(and to help parent-deprived children avoid crime and drugs) is to 
involve parents in the raising of their children. 

We need more carrots, not sticks! Require parenting education, job 
programs, and access/visitation/parenting time rights for children! 

Sincerely yours, (sign your name) 

Ge t others to write! Send copies of letters to CRC. Thank you!. 



220 Eye Street N.E., Ste. 230, Washington, D.C. 20002-4362 Telephone (202) 547-6227 1 -800-787-KIDS 

Fax (202) 546-4CRC (4272) 
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Join The Children's Rights Council 
On A 4 Night Bahamas Cruise 

On Board . . . The Big Red Boat . . . 

Star/Ship 
"OCEANIC" 
AUGUST? - 11, 1995 



The BIG RED BOAT has the most extensive kid's program afloat . 
Offering so many activities, they can enjoy their vacation while you enjoy yours. 

Prices start as low as $489.00 for the adults and $265.00 per child. 
Rates include all on board meals, entertainment and activities. 

For a free brochure or additional information, 
Call Adventures at Sea Travel at 800-852-2009. 

Space is Limited. Call Now! 
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Bills and Resolutions in Congress 



We are including important bills 
and resolutions in Congi-ess affecting 
families. A bill, unlike a resolution, 
requires a state or parent to do some- 
thing; a resolution expresses the 
wishes of Congress, but does not 
require action. H. or H.R. refers to the 
House of Representatives, S. refers to 
the Senate. The phone number of the 
committee handling the bill is provid- 
ed below; you may call to check on the 
status of legislation, or express your 
views. It is even more important to let 
your own Representative and 
Senators know your views. The capi- 
tol switchboard, which can connect 
you with the officers of all members of 
Congress and committees, is (202) 
CA4-3121 (224-3121). This is a 24- 
hour switchboard, that can provide 
you night and day with names, 
addresses and direct phone numbers 
of all members of Congress. During 
normal business hours on weekdays, 
the switchboard can connect you with 
any Congressional office on Capitol 
Hill. To save on expenses, you can 
contact the Congressmembers' locai 
branch office in your district. 

As part of the Clinton Administra- 
tion budget bill, passed by a narrow 
margin in 1993, Congress approved a 
child support provision that sets up a 
hospital-based program for the volun- 
tary acknowledgment of paternity 
during a period immediately preced- 
ing or following the birth of a child. 

CRC favors parentage establish- 
ment, which means that both parents 
would acknowledge their financial, 
custody and access responsibilities 
and rights involving the child. The 
forms would not determine the extent 
of financial, custody and access 
involvement, only that both parents 
acknowledge such mutual rights and 
responsibilities exist. 

Officials at the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services (HHS) 
arc considering these forms, devel- 
oped by Laurie Casey, CRC senior 
policy analyst. Obtain a copy from 
Laurie and submit it with a covering 
letter from you urging its adoption to 
David Cray Ross, Director, Office of 



Child Support Enforcement, HHS, 
370 L'Enfant Promenade, Washing- 
ton, D.C. 20201. Also submit the 
forms, which are already being con- 
sidered by Vermont officials, to offi- 
cials in your state. For a copy, contact 
Laurie at P.O. Box 81, Moriah Cen- 
ter, NY 12961, phone (518) 942-3366. 
Enclose $5 for postage and handling. 

Welfare Reform 

H.R. 4605 and S. 2224 (see front page 
article iH.R. 3500, to provide welfare families 
with the education, training, job search, and 
work experience needed to prepare them to 
leave welfare within two years; to increase the 
rate of paternity establishment for children 
receiving welfare benefits, to provide .states 
with greater flexibility in providing welfare, and 
to strengthen child support enforcement. Rep. 
Bob Michael (R-IL), (202) 225-6201, and 
referred to four committees. 

Other welfare bills include H.R. 4498, intro- 
duced by Rep. Patay Mink (D-HA). and 42 other 
Democrats; H.R. 4414, introduced by Rep. Dave 
McCurdy, D-OK, a House Republican bill (H.R. 
3500), and .sharply restrictive bills (H.R. 4473 
and S. 2134). For a 16-page summary of wel- 
fare proposals, ask your House member or 
Senators (at local office in your state) to send 
you the Library of Congress's Congressional 
Research Service's "Time-Limited Welfare 
Proposals" Issue Brief updated Juno 28. 1994 
(or later version). 

Financial Ciiild Support 

There arc about 60 bills in Congress on child 
support. Here are highlights of some of them. 

S. 689. the comprehensive 'Bradley bill" 
(named for its primary sponsor. Sen. Bill 
Bradley, D-NJ). which would require the states 
to revoke professional, business, and drivers 
licenses of parents who owe support, referred to 
Senate Fmance Committee (202) 224-4515. 

See also H.R. 1600. sponsored by Rep. 
Marge Roukema (R-NJ). (refeired to (\)nsumer 
Credit and Insurance Subcommittee of House 
•ludiciarj' Committee (202) 225-8872. v.'ith vari- 
ous ci)-sponsoi\s. 

H.R. 454, which affects juiisdictioii for child 
support ca.ses, passed by the House, being con- 
sidered bv the Senate. Discussed in 
Summer/Fail 1993 "Speak Out for Children." 

H.R. 555. to ensure that any overdue child 
support obligations are reported to consumer 
credit reporting organizations. Spon.sored by 
Rep. Lynn Woolsey (D-CAi. Incorporati-d into 
H.R. 915 (.see Mow), for which a heaiing was 
held before a House subcommittee in June. 
1994, at which CRC President David L. U>vy 
te.stifled. 

H.R. 619. to amend the Fair Credit 
Reporting Act to assure the completeness and 
accuniey of consumer information maintained 
by credit ix"porting agencies, by ineliuling debts 
owed in the form of unpaid child support by 
non-custodinl parents. lntr(>duced by Hep. 



McCandless (R-CA), referred to subcommittee 
on Consumer Credit Service of Committee on 
Banking, Finance and Urban Affairs (202) 
225-8872. 

H.R. 915, would, in regard to child support, 
deny business and profe.ssional licenses to oblig- 
ors, provide for credit bureau reporting. 
Introduced by Rep. Patricia Schroeder (D-CO), 
referred to Subcommittee on Economic and 
Commercial Law of House Judiciary Committee 
(202)225-2825. 

H.R. 1961, similar to the Bradley bill to 
revoke occupational, professional and business 
licenses, and revoke drivers' licenses for those 
who owe child support; would authorize the 
IRS to collect child support. The bill would also 
establish a National Child Support Guidelines 
Commission; and provide for international 
child support enforcement. Introduced by Rep. 
Barbara Kennelly (D-CT), (202) 225-2265, 
referred to Committees on Ways and Means, 
the Judiciary, Natural Resources, Banking. 
Finance and Urban Affairs, Armed Services, 
Foreign Affairs. Post Office and Civil Service, 
and House Administration. 

H.R. 1995, would amend the IRS code to 
allow an exemption where a noncustodial par- 
ent provides over half of the support of the 
child for a calendar year to claim such child as 
a dependent. The bill was introduced by Rep. 
Harold Volkmer (D-MO), and referred to the 
Committee on Ways and Means (202) 
225-3625. (Current law gives the child deduc- 
tion to the custodial parent regardless of the 
parents' relative support contributions). 

H.R. 2241. would provide for the establish- 
ment of a committee to assist the Secretary of 
Health and Human Sei-vices in developing new 
criteria and standards for audits of state child 
support programs, and require the Secretary to 
promulgate regulations to modify such audits 
to emphasize program outcomes. Inti-oduced by 
Rep. Jim McDermott (D-WA), and referred to 
Committee on Ways and Means (202) 
225-3625.(This bill would provide for account- 
ability of state child support programs). 

H.R. 2355. to require a parent who is delin- 
quent in child support to include his unpa;d 
obligation in gro.ss income, and to allow custo- 
dial parents a b?d debt deduction for unpaid 
child support payments. Introduced by Rep. 
Christopher Cox (R-CA), referred to the Ways 
and Means Committee, (202) 225-3625. 

H.R. 2396, to increase access of state child 
support enforcement agencies to certain finan- 
cial information of non-custodial parents, and 
to encourage states to improve their enforce- 
ment of child support obligations. Introduced 
by Rep. Olympia Snow, referred to Consumer 
Credit Subcommittee, (202) 255-6306. 

H.R. 2572. Although supposedly a crime 
bill, dealing with drug trafficking near .schools, 
.sexual exploitiition of children and sex ofTenses. 
the bill increases interstate enforcement of 
finaiicial child support orders, and provides 
fines and imprisonment for international 
parental kidnapping. Rep. Bill McCoUum (D- 
KLi, referred to Judiciary Committee. (202) 
25,'j-2176. 

H.R. 2790, to ensure economic equity for 
American women and their families by enhanc- 
ing economic self-sufficiency through public 

Continued on page 12 
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Bills and Resolutions 

Continued from page 11 

and private pension reform and improved child 
support enforcement. Rep. Patricia Schrooder 
(D-CO), (202i 225-4431. and referred to two 
committees. 

H.R. 3694, to garnish retirement pay of fed- 
eral employees for child abuse payments. At a 
hearing on July 12, American Fathers 
Coalition Senior Legislative Analyst Stuart 
Miller testified that Congress should not pass 
the bill unless it were equally applied to men 
and women, while CkC President David L. 
Levy testified that this judgment should not be 
singled out for colleccion against retirement 
pay. 

H.R. 4367. to provide for division of pension 
benefits upon divorce, unless otherwise pro\id- 
ed in qualified in domestic relations orders. 
Rep. Barbara Kennelly (D-CTi. (202i 22S-2265. 
and refeiTed to two committees. 

H.R. 4570, the Child Support Responsibility 
Act of 1994, which would in part relate to the 
attachment of public and private retirement 
funds and would deny federal benefits, loans, 
and emploNTTient to persons who owe child .sup- 
port. Sponsored by Rep. Patricia Schroeder i D- 
COi. At a House hearing on July 12, American 
Fathers Coalition spokesman Stuart Miller 
called for incentives, rather than strictly pun- 
ishment. At the same hearing, CRC President 
David L. Levy testified that denying empk;y- 
ment to persons who owe financial child sup- 
port was the height (<f' absurdity. The hill was 
approved by a House committee. 

Access/Visitation 

S. 870. the Wellstone bill, that would autho- 
rize organizations experienced in family vio- 
lence problems to handle .supen'ised visitation 
and neutral drop-off and pick-up of childre. 
Passed as part of the crime bill. (More informa- 
tion in next issue, i 

S. 967. 10 provide for the Internal Revenue 
Service to collect financial child support. 
Introduced by Sen. Richard Shelby iD-ALi. 
Referred to Senate Finance Committee (202 1 
224-451,5. 

Family Preservation 

S. 106, to recognize grand- 
parents who serve as the prinia- 
ly caregivers to their grandchil- 
dren, and to provide assistance 
to such grandpai'ents under cer- 
tain progi'ams. Sen. Richard S. 
Cohen (R-MEi. referred to 
Finance C\)mniittee. i202i 224- 
4515. 

S. 561. Child and Family Services and Law 
Enforcement Partnership .Act, designed to pre- 
vent community violence by faciliUiting inter- 
action between child and family sei^'ice organi- 
zations, law enforcement agencies, local educa- 
tional agencies, and other community organiza- 
tions, ways to help prevent violence, and to pro- 
vide services to those who have witnessed vio- 
lence. Sponsored by Sen. Chris Dodd iD-CTi. 
and passed bv Senate as part of the Crime bill, 
S. 1607. 

S. 596, the comprehensive "Rockefeller bill", 
named for its primary sponsor. Sen. John J. 
Rockefeller, (I)-\VVi. This family preservation 
and child protection reform act would provide 
funds to provide services to help prevent abuse, 
neglect and family disintegration; would fund 
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intensive family p-eservation programs 
designed to help children at risk of foster care 
placement remain with their families (includ- 
ing adoptive families). Referred lo Finance 
Committee (202) 224-4515. 

H.R. 455, to amend Title IV of the Social 
Security Act to remove the ban'iers and disin- 
centives in the program of AFDC (Aid to 
Families with Dependent Children) that pre- 
vent recipients of such aid from moving toward 
self-sufficiency. Introduced by Rep. Tony Hall 
iD-OH). referred to Subcommittee on Human 
Resources of Committee on Ways and Means 
(202) 225-3625. This bill is expected to l)e incor- 
porated into the forthcoming Welfare Reform 
bill. 

H.R. 520, the Link-Up for Learning Act, 
would provide progi'ams for at-risk youth, with 
the goal of improving their educational perfor- 
mance. Sponsored by Nita Lowe\'. D-CA. (202) 
225-6506. 

H.R. 741. to amend Title IV of the Social 
Security Act to provide welfare families with 
the education, training, job search, and work 
experience to prepare them to leave welfare 
within two years, to authorize states to conduct 
demonstration projects to test the effectiveness 
01 policies designed to help people leave welfare 
and increase their financial security. 
Introduced by Rep. Clay Shaw (R-FL). Human 
Resources Subcommittee of House Ways and 
Means (202) 225-102,5. 

H.R. 1033, to provide gi-ants 
to improve the quality and 
availability of comprehensive 
education, health and social ser- 
vices for at-risk youth and their 
families, and for other purposes. 
Introduced by Rep. Maxine 
Waters, (202) 225-2201. and 
Waters referred to C'ommittees on 
Education and Labor, and Energy and 
Commerce. 

H.R. 1800. to pro\ ide set -aside progi'ams for 
pregnant teenagers that include health care, 
job training, mentor support and counselling 
serv ices. Introduced by Congresswoman Jolene 
Unsoeld iD-WA), referred to Elementary, 
Secondary and Vocational Educational 
Committee of Committee on Education and 
Labor 1 202) 225-4368. 

Tax Code 

S. 254, to ensure that any peace dividend is 
invested in America's families and deficit 
reduction. Sec. 606A states "The Secretarj' of 
the Treasury shall increase the personal 
exemption for individuals as determined under 
section 151 of the IRS code of 1986..." 
Introduced hy Sen. Phil Gramm (R-TX), 
referred to Committee on Budget (202) 
224-0642 and Committee on Governmental 
Affairs (202) 224-4751. 

S. 434. to amend the IKS code to allow tax- 
pasers a bad debt deduction for unpaid child 
support paynw-nts and to require thi' inclusion 
in income of child support payments which a 
taxpayer does not pay — thus taxing the obligor 
twice (The obligor already pays tax on income 
that should have been allocated for child sup- 
port, and this hill would tax him or her again 
for those portions not paid). Sponsored hy Sen. 
Dale Bumpers (D-AKl. referred to Senate 
Finance Committee (202) 224-4525, 

U.K. 435, to provide tax relief for families, 
by providing an additional $()00 tax deduction 
for a family for each child under age 19 No 
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provision for who would be eligi- 
ble for this increased deduction 
in cases of divorce. Introduced 
by Rep. Frank Wolf (R-VA), 
referred to Committee on Ways 
and Means (202) 225-3625. 

H.R. 939. to amend the IRS 
code to simplify the definition of 
dependent, to provide a uniform 



definition of child, and for other purposes. 
Introduced by Sen. Daniel Patrick Moynihan 
(D-NY). referred to the Finance Committee 
(202)224-4515. 

H.R. 773, the "Uniform Child Support 
Enforcement Act of 1993" would amend the 
IRS code and the Social Security Act to repeal 
provisions relating to state enforcement of 
financial child support and to require the IRS 
to collect support through wage withholding. 
Introduced by Rep. Hyde (R-IL), referred to 
subcommittee on Human Resources (202) 
225-1025 of the House Judiciaiy Committee. 

Domestic Violence 

S.6, Sexual Assault Prevention Act of 1993. 
sponsored by Sen. Bob Dole, designed to pre- 
vent and punish sexual violence and domestic 
violence against women. This bill was 
absorbed in part by S. 11. "The Biden Rill," the 
Violence Against VVomen Act. which was unan- 
imously approved by the Senate Judiciary 
Committee, and was incorporated into the $1.3 
billion crime bill passed by the Senate. 
Provides $1.8 billion to prevent and punish sex- 
ual violence and domestic violence against 
women, and to establish a national task force 
on violence against women. 

H.R. 522. to proxide a grant to a nonprofit 
organization to establish and operate a nation- 
al domestic violence hotline. Sec. 2(2) states 
that the hotline shall provide "victims of 
domestic violence needed access to resources 
which will refer such victims and their children 
to safe homes and shelters." Introduced by Rep. 
Constance Morella (R-MD). Pas.sed as part of 
the crime bill. 

Custody 

S. 6, .sponsored by Sen. Robert Dole (R-KS). 
and H.R. 688, sponsored by Rep. Susan 
Molinari (R-^fY). express the sense of Congress 
that joint custody should not be given to spouse 
abusers. Congi'ess passed a similar joint cus- 
tody resolution several years ago sponsored by 
Rep. Connie Morella (R-MD) (if Congress is 
going to enter the custody area, traditionally 
reserved for the states, it should recommend 
joint custody — shared parenting— as a first 
option for fit parents, especially as the Census 
Bureau reports that parents with joint custody 
and visitation pay far more in financial support 
than parents without joint custody and visita- 
tion. Congress is expected to consider strong 
financial support legislation this year, and so 
statistics on who pays and why is important for 
Congress to factor into its deliberations). 

S. 8. to contnil and prevent crime. Section 
2262(2) of the bills says "joint custody forced 
upon hostile parents can create a damaging 
psychological environment for a child." while 
Section 2262(5) says "It is the sense of the 
Congress that, for the puqjose of determining 
child custody, evide >ce establishing that a par- 
ent engages in physical abuse of a spouse 
should create a statut. y presumption that it is 
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Bills and Resolutions 

Continued from page 12 



detrimental to the child to be placed in the ciis- 
tudy of the abusive spouse." Introduced by Sen. 
Orrin Hatch iR-UTi, referred to Judiciary 
Committee (202 1 224-5225. 

H.R. 688. similar to S. 8 labovei. Introduced 
by Rep. Susan Molinari iR-NTi, referred to the 
subcommittee on Crime and Criminal Justice 
of House Judiciary Committee 1 202 1 22(i-240H. 

Child Abuse 

H.R. 1120. to strengthen the federal prohi- 
bitions against assaulting children. Rep. Jim 
Ramstad i R-MN i. referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. (202i 225-2871. 

H.R. 2033. to pro\-ide for better protection of 
children from physical and mental abuse. Rep. 
Mel Reynolds I D-I Li. referred to the Committee 
on Wavs and Means. (202i 225- 
0773. " 

H.R. 3588. to amend the 
Child Abuse Prevention and 
Treatment Act to require a 
state, in order to be eligible for 
a grant for child abuse and 
neglect prevention and treat- 
Goodling ment programs, to have in 
effect a state law pi-oviding for the prosecution 
of a person who makes a report of child abuse 
or neglect without having a reasonable belief 
that the report Is true. Rep. William Goodling 
iR-I'Al. 1 202 1 225-5836. Referred to the 
Committee on Education and Labor. 

Crime 

H.R. 3315. recognizes the dif- 
ficulty of primary caretaker par- 
ents who are jailed from main- 
taining relationships with their 
children: would enable eligible 
prisoners to live in community 
correctional facilities with their 
Wanhington children. Rep. Craig Washing- 
ton iD-TXi. 12021 225-38iS. and referred to two 
committees. 

H.R. 4033. 10 assist in the prevention of 
crime by initiating a comprehensive communi- 
ty justice program, including a policy partner- 
ship for children and might .sports leagues as 
w ell as community academics for juveniles who 
ha\i' been incarcerated or are determined to be 
at risk of riolating criminal law. Rep. Charles 
E. Schumer (D-NYi. 202-225-6616. and 
referred to several committees. 

Other bills 

H.R. 2994. to establish an Office of Family 
Support in the Department of Justice, to make 
grants to state and local law enforcement 
departments, for coun.selling of law enforce- 
ment officers, marital and adolescent support 
groups, stress reduction programs, and stress 
education for law enforcement recruits and 
families. Hep Patricia Schroeder (D-C()i. and 
referred to .liidiciary Committee. i2()2i 225- 
4431. 

S. 1138. Because of the difficulty of sup- 
porting families on a single w,<ge and the 
gi'owth of single parent families, a bill to pro- 
vide resources for child-centered activities on 
public school facilities. Sen. John llanforth iR- 
MOi. referred to Committee on Lalior and 
Human Resources, i2()2i 224-4 154 




Manpower Demonstration 
Project 

The Parents Fair Share Program, 
a federally funded pilot program oper- 
ated in nine states, has achieved 90% 
compliance with financial child sup- 
port orders by providing education 
and retraining for unemployed and 
underemployed obligors whose chil- 
dren are receiving AFDC benefits. 

Participants are also enrolled in 
peer support groups to assist them 
with the development of parenting 
skills while assuring that they 
remain involved with their children. 
The cost is $1,400 per participant. 

The Washington Post reported 
"The two-year project demolished 
some stereotypes attached to parents 
who are delinquent in child support" 
(Wai^hington Post Feb. 11, 1994). 

Testimony 
before the House 
Ways and Means 
Committee, 
March 15, 1994 
illustrated the 
desire for fathers 
to be involved 
with and to help 
support their chil- 
dren. 

Gordon Berlin, 
Senior Vice Pres- 
ident of the Man- 
power Demon- 
stration Research 
Corporation, told 
the House Com- 
mittee that "The 
Parents Fair 
Share pilot experi- 
ence... lays bare 
several sobering 
realities about the 
potential of 
'enforcement' only 
strategies for 
increasing (finan- 
cial) child support 
collections from 
the parents of 
ADFC children... 
The hard truth is 
that many non- 
custodial parents 
do not pay be- 
cause they have 
no income. Before 
they can pay, they 
need jobs." 



CRC Guideline 

Continued from page 4 

is the Office of Child Support 
Enforcement's Child Support Refer- 
ence Center, located at 3709 
L'Enfant Promenade SW, Washing- 
ton, D.C. 20447. There is no charge 
for the publication, as long as sup- 
plies last. 

Copies of the guideline itself as 
published by the government are 
available from CRC for $5.00 for 
CRC members, and $10.00 for non- 
members, including shipping and 
handling. 

If you would like to contact Don 
Bieniewicz, author of the guideline, 
for his assistance in getting this 
guideline passed in the states, write 
him at 1004 Fairoaks Road, Vienna, 
VA 23181, or phone 703-255-0837 
(evenings). 



Subscription Form 

YES ! ! Please send Kids Express to the following kid. 
Enclosed is a check or money order (made out to 
Kids Express) for $ 19.95 for a I year, 12 issue subscription, 
rn Please check here if you heard about Kids Express 
through Children's Rights Council. If checked a portion 
of the subscription will be donated to CRC. 
PLEASE PRINT. 



Name 



. Birthdate 



Address 



City. 



-State 



■ Zip 



Mail to Kids Exprtss. P.O. Box 7S2. Litilttoii CO SOI6O-07S2 



Penpal or Submission 
Form 

Use this form to submit fiction, nonftction, poetry, advice or 
wishes or to have your name and address published on the 
PenPal list. 

PLEASE PRINT: 




Name of author . 

Address 

City 



Age . 



State - 



Zip_ 



/ givf pfmussitm for my cluU's work or atldrcss to tv publisbfd in KIDS 
EXPHHSS. I am thf child's Itgal guardwn or parent. 



Signed . 



-Date 
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The CRC Book, "The Best Parent 
is Both Parents," is featured in the 
Midwest Book Review, March, 1994 
issue. The Review "covers the very 
best of large and small new publica- 
tions, and has a circulation of more 
than 80,000, including acquisition 
librarians," according to Russell 
Robertson of Hampton Roads 
Publishing Company, the publisher of 
the CRC book. 

The 157-page book, which contin- 
ues to sell at bookstores and through 
CRC, offers tips to parents and pro- 
fessionals on how to maintain 
involvement by both parents in the 
event of divorce. The price of the 
book is $9.95. Ask a local bookstore 
for the book; or order from CRC. For 
orders from CRC, add $3.00 for 
postage and handling. Book orders for 
CRC should be addressed to CRC 
Books, P.O. Box 5568, Friendship 
Station, Washington, D.C. 20016. 

Tlianks re: Supernaw 

CRC wishes to thank Ron Hoosier, 
a CRC member in Virginia, who was 
in.strumental in helping CRC make 
contact with Doug Supernaw, who 
has become a national spokesperson 
for CRC. Thank you, Ron, and all oth- 
ers who make contacts for, and net- 
work with, the CRC message. 

Intellectual Property Services 

Charlie Ruggiero, who obtained 
trademark protection for CRC, is a 
specialist in trademark, patent, copy- 
right, and licensing law. He is a part- 
ner in the law firm of Ohlandt, 



Greeley and Ruggiero, 1 Landmark 
Square, Suite 903, Stamford, CT 
06901, telephone (203) 327-6067. 

Psychologist Available for 
Expert Testimony 

Dr. Israel Lichtenstein, Ed.D., 
licensed clinical psychologist, 
researcher and CRC member, has 
published materials on joint custody, 
and has appeared in many court 
cases as an expert witness on joint 
custody. He helped write the Ohio 
joint custody bill (Senate bill 3) that 
allows judges to award joint custody 
over the objections of a parent. He 
may be reached at Marriage and 
Divorce Counseling Center, 2100 
Auburn Ave., Cincinnati, OH 45219, 
phone (513) 651-9994. 

Investment Accounts 

Barry Ringelheim, a CRC member, 
an investment counselor with the 
Barney, Shearson and Lehman 
investment firm, will invest your con- 
tribution to CRC in a money market 
account, and also advise you on your 
personal investment needs. Barry can 
be reached in New York City at 1- 
800-635-0013. 

Director of Parenting 
Education Programs 

Elizabeth Hickey, director of 
LItah's mandatory parenting educa- 
tion program, the first state-wide pro- 
gram of its kind, has accepted as 
CRC's first national director of par- 
enting education programs. Hickey 
will work with the many CRC chap- 
ter heads and other indi\'iduals inter- 
ested in establishing parenting edu- 
cation progi-ams in their states. 

ERROR 

In our Spring, 1994, issue of 
"Speak Out for Children," the years 
for which Karen DeCrow was presi- 
dent of the National Organization for 
Women (N.O.W.) were incorrectly 
stated. The coiTcct vears are 1974-77. 



CRC is Number 1513 
in Charity Drive 

CRC thanks everyone who con- 
tributes to CRC in the charity drives 
that take place in all federal govern- 
ment offices each October. Campaign 
time is upon us again. You can con- 
tribute to CRC several different ways 
this Fall: 

* through the Combined Federal 
Campaign if you work for the federal 
government at any federal office, post 
office, or military base. CRC is listed 
as Number 1513 (the same number 
as last year) in the Children's 
Charities of America listing, which is 
part of the Independent Charities of 
America; 

* if you work for the state govern- 
ments in Florida, Maryland, New 
Jersey, Pennsylvania, Virginia, and 
Wisconsin, where we are expected to 
be listed; 

* in the Washington, D.C. and San 
Francisco (Bay Area) United Way 
campaigns, where we are also listed 
as number 1513. 

If you wish to contribute to CRC 
through a United Way in some other 
part of the country-, where we are not 
listed, please ask your employer if 
you can designate (wiite in) CRC. 

If you wish to make your tax- 
deductible contiibution direct to CRC, 
send it to CRC, 220 "I" Street, Suite 
230, Washington, D.C. 20002. 

CRC also vrishes to thank all those 
who contribute to CRC through the 
Global Focus credit card campaign 
run by MBNA American Bank, in 
Newark, Delaware. 



Change of Address 

To keep newsletters and 
other materials coming, 
please notify CRC three 
weeks in advance of any 
address change. Send old 
and new address to CRC, 220 
"I" Street N.W., Suite 230, 
Washington, DC 20002. 
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Chapter News 



Maryland 

Make-up of Access (Visitation) 
Becomes Law 

Maryland has passed an access 
(visitation) enforcement bill, which 
provides three remedies for interfer- 
ence with visitation: (1) make-up of 
visitation; (2) modification of the visi- 
tation order with additional terms 
designed to ensure future compli- 
ance: or (3) assessment of costs or 
counsel fees against the person who 
interfered with visitation. 

Under make-up of visitation, if, 
say, a weekend of access had been 
denied by the custodial parent to the 
child and non-custodial parent, a 
judge could order an extra weekend 
of access, to make up for the time 
that was missed. 

For modification, this could 
involve increasing the amount of visi- 
tation or providing terms more agree- 
able to the non-custodial parent. This 
might mean, for the above example, 
ordering an extra two weekends of 
access, not just the one make-up 
weekend; 

A judge could also assess costs or 
counsel fees to be paid for by the cus- 
todial parent. 

A judge has the authority to order 
any or all of the three remedies, but 
it helps if parents are aware of such a 
law, and thus know what to request. 
The law, which takes effect October 
1, 1994, is in Section 9-105 of the 
annotated code of Maryland. 

Copies of the new law can be pro- 
vided by Harvey Walden, CRC coor- 
dinator in Maryland, at 417 Pershing 
Drive, Silver Spring, MD 20910, for 
$3.00 for postage and handling. 

Ask the legislators in your state to 
introduce such legislation, if it is not 
already in effect, 

Walden credits a numbt-r of 
Maryland custody reform activists 
for working closely with legislators in 
Annapolis over several years to 
obtain passage of the new law. 

Fund-Raising in New 
York State 

The New York State chapter of 



CRC has raised funds from Burger 
King and Parents Without Paitners 
International (PWP). 

As to Burger King, the outlet in 
the upstate Binghamton, New York 
area provides free flyers to CRC 
members, who distribute them in the 
nf'ighborhood of the store during cer- 
tain hours. Customers who then 
enter Burger King during those hours 
and say they would like a portion of 
the profits to go to CRC, produce 
about $120 in profits from sales dur- 
ing a three-hour period. 

Kim Boedecker-Frey, president of 
the chapter, urges people to check 
with their local Burger Kings else- 
where in the country to see if they 
will cooperate in such a venture. 

As to PWP, the local PWP chapter 
has given $792 profit from one of 
their dances to the New York State 
CRC, because a goal of PWP 
International is to benefit charities 
such as CRC. 

The local PWP group asked 
Boedecker-Frey to speak at their 
August meeting about CRC. 

The CRC chapter is also anticipat- 
ing a grant from the New York State 
Office of Mental Health of $750 to 
cover the start-up costs of parent edu- 
cation seminars to separating and 
divorcing pa' 3nts. The program has 
the support of the three local family 
court judges in Broome County, New 
York (the Binghamton area). 

Florida 

Green Ribbons for Children 
"Held Hostage" 

Piotr Blass, head of CRC's south- 
ern Florida chapter, has suggested 
that green ribbons be displayed on 
houses and as armbands to signal 
that many children are being "held 
hostage" as a result of a system that 
does not adequately distinguish 
between real and false charges of 
child sexual abuse. 

Blass was, according to Dr. 
Richard Sauber, a Boca Raton, 
Florida psychologist, the victim of 
"false and fabricated" charges of child 
sexual abuse by two of the child's rel- 



atives. Sauber, who investigated the 
case, made the statement in a June 
15, 1994 letter to Florida Health and 
Rehabilitative Services (HRS), the 
state agency that handles allegations 
of abuse. 

Hundreds of Blass's math students 
at Palm Beach Atlantic College have 
written letters of support attesting to 
a healthy relationship between Blass 
and his son David, age 5. Blass asked 
that a blue sash be added to the green 
ribbon for his son David. 

The state investigation is reported- 
ly nearly concluded. 

Dwight Twilley New 
Spokesperson for CRC 

Dwight Twilley, pop singer and 
songwriter, who is author of the book 
entitled Questions from Dad, has 
accepted as a national spokesperson 
for CRC. 

Twilley, whose ballad "Why You 
Wanna Break My Heart" was fea- 
tured in the 1992 movie "Wayne's 
World," sang and spoke at CRC's con- 
ference in April. He lives in Los 
Angeles. 

Twilley was inspired to write 
Questions from Dad as a means of 
keeping in touch with his daughter, 
Dion.ie. The book has been featured 
in People magazine, on The Maury 
Povich show, and on satellite TV sta- 
tion hook-ups. 

The book contains questions and 
illustrations from Twilley, and 
responses from his daughter, who 
wrote fun things and questions back 
to her dad. 

The book has been recommended 
for parents and grandparents who 
want to maintain contact with their 
children and grandchildren. 

In accepting as a spokesperson, 
Twilley said that he is "looking for- 
ward to a perfect world, and the day 
when the Children's Rights Council 
will disband because it is no longer 
necessary." 

"We aro delighted that Dwight 
Twilley has accepted as a national 
spokesperson for CRC," said CRC 
president David L. Lc\'>', "to lend his 
talent, and his voice, to the cause of 
children's rights." 
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Survey on Infants 
and Toddlers 

Robert Fay, M.D., is interested 
in information about situations in 
which children under age 3 are 
being brought up or who were 
brought up in two homes with two 
separated parents. That is, Dr. Fay 
needs people to contact him who 
have or have had joint custody, 
including overnights, of children 
under age 3. As you may know, 
Judith Wallerstein is doing funded 
research on the effects of 
overnights on children under 3, 
and Wallerstein focuses on the 
pathological (the worst case sce- 
narios). Dr. Fay is interested in all 
outcomes, good and bad. The work 
Dr. Fay does may increase our 
understanding of the issue. If you 
have or have had joint custody of 
infants under 3, contact Dr. Fay at 
1618 Richard Street, Schenectady, 
N V 12303, phone 518-393-2477. 
Respondents will only have to 
answer a questionnaire. 



Grandparents Group, Other 
Groups Form in 6 States 

A grandparents group based in 
Indiana has affiliated with CRC. The 
group, called G.R.I.N.S., which stands 
for Grandparent Rights in New 
Strength, is headed by Ray and Kay 
Berryhill. G.R.I.N.S. has 28 chapters 
in Indiana, contacts in more than 30 
states, and is listed as a resource 
group with the American Association 
of Retired Persons (AARP) in 
Washington, D.C. G.R.I.N.S., which 
replaces a grandparents' group previ- 
ously affiliated with CRC, was recom- 
mended for affiliation by David Dinn, 
CRC Indiana coordinator. 

New CRC chapters have opened in 
the past few months in 
Massachusetts, Connecticut, Florida, 
New Hampshire, Nebraska, and 
Arkansas. 

Michael Pitts is heading a chapter 
in Boston. Shortly after giving widely- 
praised testimony before legislative 
committees in Boston, Pitts's chapter 
was cited by the Massachusetts 
House of Representatives for its 
efforts on behalf of children. Because 
Pitts' also works on the national level, 
he has been named a policy advisor to 
national CRC. Carl Bryden and Ted 
Ell have also formed chapters in 
Massachusetts. 

Howard Lemell has formed a new 
chapter in Florida. Lemell has taken 
a leaf from the national CRC practice 
of forming an advisory panel of 
prominent individuals, iii this case 
individuals who live or work primari- 
ly in the south Florida geographic 
area served by the chapter. The advi- 
sors' names on the chapter's letter- 
head stationery have already begun 
to open doors for ihe chapter, said 
Lemell. 

Bob Adams, a long-time activist for 
custody reform, has formed a 
Connecticut chapter together with 
Eleanora Drechsel, head of Mothers 
Protecting Children. A crucial point 
in Adams' activism occurred several 
years ago when his group threatened 
to picket the home of the local con- 
grosswoman. Rep. Barbara Kennelly 
(D-CT). unless she would talk to the 
group. She talked; the picketing did 



not have to occur. Drechsel's group 
is, like national CRC, a member of 
the Children's Coalition of Ainerica, 
a coalition of about 270 groups based 
in Washington, D.C. 

Dwayne Hall, an accountant, the 
new Arkansas coordinator, lives in 
Texarkana, which is half in 
Arkansas and half in Texas. Dwayne 
has set up a computer forum on the 
Internet, called "KidsFirst", phone 
(903) 793-4994, fax: (903) 793-5593, 
E-mail: DwayneH290@Delphi.Com, 
Hotline: (800) 416-6259, Forum: 
Custom forum 208 on Delphi 
Internet Access, Delphi: (800) 695- 
4004 (Voice Line). 

Bob Burk is assembling a group of 
men and women to form a New 
Hampshire chapter. Bob has attend- 
ed the last two CRC conferences. 

Lynn and Bill Huerter, long-time 
custody reform advocates in 
Nebraska, have affiliated their orga- 
nization with CRC. 

Ivy Walker and Rick Grobe are 
new heads of existing chapters in 
California and Alaska, respectively. 



Welfare Reform 

Continued from page 3 

A CRC delegation, headed by 
Michael Pitts, director of CRC's 
Boston chapter, held separate meet- 
ings in June with White House 
Deputy Domestic Policy Advisor 
William Galston and Child Support 
Director David Gray Ross to discuss 
CRC's proposals. Both officials 
praised CRC's emphasis on strength- 
ening families througi education. 

American Fathers Coalition (AFC) 
President Bill Harrington has also 
held numerous meetings with 
Administration officials and 
Congressional staff to discuss AFC 
proposals. 

The National Society of 
Professional Engineers, based in 
Alexandria, Virginia, issued a state- 
ment opposing revocation of licenses 
"based upon non (engineering) prac- 
tice related criteria (e.g. child support 
orders, tax disputes, student loan 
repayment, substance abuse, public 
library infractions, or others)." 



Court Cases 

Continued from page 10 

changing physical custody to the 
father, the Iowa Supreme Court has 
ruled. The parents had joint custody, 
but the mother had primary physical 
custody. The court found that the 
mother's interference with custody 
adversely affected her ability to par- 
ent the child. A move by the mother 
from Iowa to Colorado did nothing to 
improve her physical or financial situ- 
ation, but simply resulted in limiting 
the child's contacts with the father, 
the court noted. 

In re Quirk-Edwards; Iowa SupCt., 
No. 423/93-09, 12/22/93. 

All but the first three cases above 
cases are summarized from Family 
Law Reporter. They appear here by 
permission of the publisher. The 
Bureau of National Aff'airs, Inc. 
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Chapters exist in 29 states 



If you live in a state where there is 
a CRC chapter, we urge you to join 
the chapter. In this way, you will be 
networking with a chapter and 
national CRC to reform custody law 



becoming a member of the chapter, 
you also become a member of national 
CRC. 

If you would like to learn if a chap- 
ter is fom?ing in your state, write or 



and attitudes around the countiy, By call CRC. If you would like to form a 



chapter in your own state or commu- 
nity, write to Eric Anderson, address 
below, and enclose $10.00 for photo- 
copying and postage. 

This 37-page booklet explains 
everything you want to know about 
affiliation. 

Note: CRC's name is protected by 
federal trademark law. 



National Affiliate Organizations and Chapters 



National i^ffiliate 
Organizations 

Mothers Without Custody (MAV'OCi 
P.O. Box 27117 
U()U.-:ton,TX 77227-741S 
•Ji'iiiiifcr Isham, prcsicicnl 
l-8nO-4.")7-M\VOr 

•IdmU mcmbi'i ship in M\V DC and ('R('-. 
S.'J.^.OO a year 

Stepfamily As-wciation of j^meHca (SAA) 

21') CVnU-'nnial Mall Aiuth. Suili' 212 

Linculn, Nebraska 66.')ll.") 

■ 41121 ■177-7,S:i7 

Ktnin Ricker. prt'SideiU 

•liinil nu'iiibi'rship in S.-V\ and CRC: S:!.>.(IO 

ft-r the first year 

Grandparent Rights in New Strength 
(G,R,I,N.S.) 

0689 CR 5 

Coiiinna, Indiana 167;U) 
i219. 281-2384 

Ray and Kay lleiTyhill. co-directors 
("(nUributions accepted to (1 R.I.N S. 
.Memliers of (".. R.I.N S join CRC for .?2n a year 

Kids Express 

P.O. Box 782 

lattleton, CO S01t3(M)782 

Linda Saitori. publisher 

Suli.-cription: S2II a yeai Meiuien CRC 

CRC Chapters 

Alabama 
CRC of .Alabama 
1' (). Box 7.'i() 
.Montrose. .Al.M.mil 
K.l) Wilson. ctHirdinatoi 
1 20.") 1 928-1 mil 

Alaska 

CRC of Alaska 

.Maska Dads and .\loin> 

I'.d I3iix92»8.) 

Anchorace, AK 99.")09 

i9l'7i27.1-73.')8 

(•an .\laxweli, cimrdinatur 

Alaska Kamilv Suppin t Cirmip 

I'd Box 111691 

Anchorase. AK 99.')1 1-1691 

'!)07i.56;)-!97:t 

Rick Ciiiibe. president 

Arkansiis 

CKCofArkansa.^ 
.")II.')K 2.')thSt. 
lexarkana. AK 7.i.'i02 
i. '101.772-8900 
IKvayne Hall. cDordinatur 

California 

CHC of California. Sacr.iirientn chapter 

]'.(). Box 60811 

.Sacramento. C A 9.').'<6I I 

.916 Mill.") -2.190 

Patricia ( lehleii. cimnliiiatur 

CRC of Cnliforiiia. Silano Chaolei 

I't) B..X79.') 

Siiisim Cit\. C.\ 91.')'<."i 

1 707. 1 ")-iri(i4 

l\\ Walker, chair 

Colorado 

CRC (.1 Colorado 
l.')i)8 IIdIIv Slre.'l 
Denver. ('1180220 



i;iO;ii:):!K.8266 

Laurie Kntreken. coordinator 

Connecticut 

DivoR'ed Men's .Assn. of CT 

P.O. Box :!80576 

K. Hartford. CT U()l:i8.o.')76 

.20a>.i68.77.t2 

Bob .Adams. President 

Mothers Protecting (^hildren 
P.O. li<ix 196 
An.soaia.CT 06401 
Eleanora Drechsel. President 

r2n:iw;i4-i:i2s 

Delaware 

CKC of Delaware 

P.O. Box 182 

Bethel, DE 19931 

i:!02i87.=i-7:Ki 

Bill Barrell, C(K>rdinator 

..■102. 7.'54 -8,122 

•James Moniing. president 

Florida 

CRC of Florida 
.'Jo.') Shore Drive 
Kllenton.FL;!4222 
1 8l:i' 722-8688 
Kris Kline, coordinator 

southern Florida chapter 
ILiW.Tara Likes Drive 
l!." nton Beach. n.:«4:i6 
.■Ii,,>;i9.=i-.=i.=il2 
Piotr Blass. chair 

southwest Florida chapter 
7226CK)lfCoUinv Court. 0102 
Uike Worth. FL :i:t467-:)99:) 
■•t07i967-2():i6 
Howard ,A. U-niell. chair 

Georgia 

CRC of deortria 
P.O. Box 70.186 
.Marietta, (;A:i0007-0486 
■404.928-7110 

Sinny Biimieister. ctmrdinator 

Illinois 

cue of Illinois 

P.O. Box 7.S6 

Pekin. IL61.5.5r).0786 

.:i09)()97-:i2.i."i 

.■\nn Danner. ciHirdinalor 

Indiana 

CRC of hidiana 

2()2r) N. Meridian. Suite 202 

Indianapolis. IN 46208 

.:U7.92,')-.')4:« 

l)a\'id Dinn. cixirdinator 

Iowa 

CRC of Iow a 

Fathers for K(iiial Rights. Im . 

;162I1 Douglas A\en«e 

lies .Moines. lA.'iti.ilO 

i.'il.")i277-87S9 

Dick WimkN, eoordiii.ltor 

Profe>sionals Serving 

Custodial and Non-Cii^tndi.il P.ireiit^ 

'."il."ii26:).9.ill 

Knc Hor>eth, president 



Kansas/Missouri 

CRC of Kan.sa.S'Mi.s.souri 

5516 Mission Road 

Fainvav, K.S 66205-2721 

i91.3)a31^0190 

Roger Doeren, coordinator 

Kentucky 

CliC of Kentuckv 
164S Robin Road 
Owensboro. KV 42301 
1.5021684-7495 
Tracy Cox, coordinator 

Maryland 

CRC of Man-land 

417 Pershing Dnve 

Silver Spring, MD 20910 

<:i01 1 588-0262 

Han-ey Walden. ccK)rdinator 

Massachusetts 

CHC of Boston 

294 Washington Street #928 

Boston, MA 02 108 

.617i;!57-70.50 

.Michael Pitts, director 

Dado 1 Dads .Against Divorce Di.serimination. 

P.O. Box 933 

Westborough, .MA 01,581 

I. 50S. 867-4 1 74 

Carl Bryden. president 

CRC of Cape Cod 
1 Fmilv's Lane 
Sandwich. .MA 02563 
■508.420-1701 
Ted Fll. president 

ConcenU'd Fathers of Massachu.setts. Inc. 

P.O. Box 2768 

Springfield. MA 01l01-27(i8 

1413.736-7432 

Ciwirge Kellv, president 

Sheila Sand's, ccxirdinator . 113. 737-4900 

Minnesota 

CRC of Minnesota 

.5905 Chateau Road N. 

Rochester, MX .5590 1 

1.50712.89-6221 

Bruce Kaskubar. coordinator 

Missouri • See KansasMissouri 

Nebraska 

CRC of Nebraska 

Non-Cu.stodial Parents of Nel)ra>ka 
P (). Box 3(K,I 

Bovs Town. NK 68010-0300 

i402.330-4.5i;: 

Bill and l.yn ll.-'i.'ter. chairs 

New Jersey 

New Jersev Council for Children's Rights 
iN.ICCRi ■ 
P.O. Box 316 

Pluckemm. New .Jersev 07978.0.316 

i20|.()H4-9323 

Uichard .Martin. presi(k-nt 

New Hampshire 

39 I lar\ard Street 
Nashua, Nil 030{)0.6321 
.(i03..S61-96l7 
Bob Burk. chair 



New York 

CRC of New York 
231 Main Street, Suite 1 
Vesuil. N\' 13805 
.607)785-9338 

Kim Boedecker-Frey. coordinator 

CRC of New York City 

Co Mission Advertising 

1181 Broadwav. Uth lliwr 

New York. N\' 10001 

.212)684-1.577 

Serge Prengel, president 

North Carolina 

CRC of North Carolina 

823 Bristol Drive 

Suatesrille. NC 28677 

.704.871-00,33 

.Angle Lapish. coordinator 

Ohio 

CRC of Ohio 
2745 Sagamore Road 
Toledo, OH 43606 
1419.472-1471 

Margaret Wuwert. c(Kirdinator 

Pennsylvania 

CRC of Pennsylvania 

188 Seminole Avenut' 

Pitt.sburgh. PA 15237 

.4121364-6916 

Kiithryn (libson. cotirdmator 

Tennessee 

CRC of Tennessee 

5914 Charlotte .Avenue 

Nashville, TN 37209 

.61519.52-2-198 

David Courson, coordinator 

Texas 

Children s Rights Council 'Alfiliate. 
P.O. Box 12961 
Capital Station 
Austin, TX 78711 
i512i499-8CRC 

Knc .Anderson. ciKirdinator and National 
Chapter coordinator 

Vermont 

Vemionters for Strong Families 

RKl.Box267A 

Heartland. \T 05048 

1802)436-3089 

Fred Tuhhs. C(K)rdinator 

Virginia 

CRC of Virginia. Tidewater chapter 

P.O. Box 13465 

( 'hesapcake. \'A 23325 

.804.463-KmS 

Michael Kwing. president 

Cindy Ix-wis Kwing. coordinator 

Fathers L'nited for Equal Rights and 

Women's Coalition 

P.O. Box 1323 

Arlington. VA 22210-1323 

.703) 451. 8,580 

Paul Itobinson. president 

(MiC of Virginia. Roanoke V'lill.'v chapter 

433 Howard Dnve 

Salem. VA 241.53 

.703 1 382-0 1.50 

Barry Young, presid.-nt 
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Thank You, Contributors! 



We wish to thank those who have joined, renewed their membership, contributed to CRC, or ordered materials from CRC from 
January 1. 1994 through May 31. 1994. * Denotes hfe members of CRC (fmancial contribution totaUing $500 or more). 
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Here are Some SPECIAL ADDITIONS to the 

Children's Rights Council 

1994 

CATALOG OF RESOURCES 

for parents 

and professionals 



The CRC catalog lists more than 100 books, written reports, 
audio-cassettes, model bills, and gifts for children. Memtiers 
can receive additional free copies of the catalog by contact- 
ing CRC. Non-members can order one for $1. Write: CRC. 
2?0 r Street. NE, Suite 230, Washington. DC 20002-4362. 



Discount: CRC Members - 10% ea. book 

Send all book orders to: 

CRC Books, P.O. Box 5568 

Friendship Station, Wash., DC 20016. 
Add $3 for 1 st book, 50c each additional 
book for shipping and handling. 



We have received word that Dr. Richard A. Gardner has a brand new book coming out, in mid-October 
1994, and we want to pass this information along to you so that you can get ready for this helpful reading: 

Since the 1980s, Dr. Gardner has been developing criteria for differentiating between true and false 
sex-abuse accusations. Over the years he has noted that there was no good protocol for conducting such 
evaluations. So he has devised a series of protocols which he believes should prove useful for examiners 
involved in these important and demanding evaluations. These six separate evaluative protocols, all 
included in this one book, are shown below. Furthermore, he provides throughout specific questions to 
enhance the use of the protocols: 

1 ) The Alleged Child Victim 

2) The Male Alleged Perpetrator 

3 ) The Female Alleged Perpetrator 

4) The Accuser, When the Accused is a Family Member 

5) The Accuser, When the Accused is Not a Family Member 

6) The Adult Female Belated AccuserA'^ictim 

This book will be available from CRC mid-October for $40.00 

Several of the other Dr. Gardner books CRC carries are: 
The Parental Alienation Svndronie, BKA-803, 348 pg. HB $30.00 
True and False Allegations of Child Sexual Abuse, BKA-807, 748 pg. HB $45.00 
Family Evaluation in Child Custodv Mediation. Arbitration, and Litigation. 
BkE-603, 690 pg. HB $35.00 




People Are Telling Each Other . . . that they find this book very helpful 

Children Held Hostage: Dealing With 

Programmed and Brainwashed Children. 

bv Stanley Clawar, Ph.D., C.C.S., and Brynne Rivlin, M.M.S., 

BKA-808, 200 pg. SB $45.00 

It discusses Programming and Brainwashing during custody batt'es. 
CRC carries this hard-to-get book. 



. . . and People Are Also Saying ... that they find the following, as well as many other 
books and items in the CRC Catalog, to be very helpful: 

Families A'P'A'R 'T 10 Keys To Successful Co-Parenting. BKP-223, $22.95 
For The Sake Of The Children, BKP-211, $17.95 

The Father Factor: What You Need to Know to Make a Difference. BKF-409, $10.00 

Step Motherhood: How to Survive Without Feeling Fru.'itratcd. Left Out or Wicked, BKF-410, 222 pg. $4.00 
Good Will Toward Men lintervicws promoting better understanding between men and women!, BKF-411, 
200 pg. $12.00 
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Please Reprint This in Your Newsletter or Journal 



ALSO KNOWN AS ^ ^ 



We are proud of your achievements, CRC! Sign me up and send me thie 
benefits listed below. Enclosed is my tax deductible contribution as a: 

New member, $35 Sustaining member, $60 Sponsor, $125 

Life member, $500 Renewal Other $ . 

I can't join now, but here is my tax-deductible contribution of $ , 

PLEASE CHECK ALL THAT APPLY. 

aMEX MC VISA CC# Exp. date . 

CRC # if renewal or change of address, see CRC number on label. 

Title (Mr., Ms., Dr., Rev., etc.) 

Name 

Suffix 



Distributed by: 



. (ACSW, MD, etc.) Nickname 



jMust be provided, ) 
(Optional.) 



Organization (48 Character maximum): 



Delivery Address (48 Character maximum): 



City 

Zip Code . 
Country. 



State (2 characters) 



Ifyou live in AL, AK, CA, CO, DE, FL. GA. IN. 
lA, IL, KS, KY, MA, MI, MD, MO, MN, NC. 
NE, NH, NJ. Ki'. OH, PA, TN, VA, XT, we ask 
that yon join the CRC chapter in that state 
(which includes membership in CRC 
Nationali. For address of chapter in those 
states, see elsewhere in this newsletter, or 
w rite to CRC for infomialior . 



(If Other than US.) 



Organization phone Home phone 

Work phone If organization is listed in CRC Directory, organization phone number will be listed. 

Home and work phone numbers are for CRC internal use only. 

Fax number Chapter name, if affiliated with CRC 

As a member, please send me Speak Out For Children (CRC's Quarterly Newsletter), Catalog of Resources (in 
which I receive discounts) and the following at NO ADDITIONAL COST: 

• "A Child's Right — 2 Parents," Bumper Sticker. 

• FREE! A $15 VALUE — A 44-page report. Written Preliminary Pix)ceedings fi-om CRC's 1994 Eighth National Conference (sub- 
mitted prior to conference). Includes 20 different reports including Child Sexual Abuse, Mediation, International Policy 
Developments, Dealing with Programmed and Brainwashed Children, and Family Formation and Preservation. 

For my nienibei'shi|i of mon" than $:?5 or ix'newal, .send me a li.st of fixv items I'm entitled to i the higher the contributions, the more items that are fiXK'i 
Ifyou are an individual member of CRC. your name may he given on oeeasion to other children's rights organizations, organizations that sup- 
port CRC. or iiidividiuils seeking a referral for help. Ifyou do not want your name to be given for these purposes, please check here 

Call (202) 547-6227 to charge your membership to a credit card, or 
send completed form to CRC, 220 "I" Street, NE, Suite 230, Washington, DC 20002-4362. 



Bulk copies of this newsletter are available (20 for $20, 50 for $40, and 100 for $757i) for distribution 
to policy makers, judges, and interested peuons in your state. Send order to CRC. 



